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. THE WHIG. 

TO THE GOOD PEOPLE OF ENGLAND^ ^• 

** / will call to my Country loudly and con^ 
*^Jiantly.*\ Lord Chatham. 

i TRUST that neither my name nor prin^r- 
pies are obfelete ; though I am aware that 
the name is not in fuch refpedt, nor the prin- 
c\^\ts yet {o adive, as at the period ot the 
Revolution. But, if I did not |eel myfelf 
warranted, in the hope that I addrefs a power- 
ful body of my countrymen, when! call 
on my brethren of The Good Old Xjaufe^ F 
would not wafte my labour on a defperate 
theme, nbr^ p^rofatoe the doftrine of liberty/ , 
by difcufflng it to unanimous flaves. 

Whiggifm we have feen triumphant in' 

America; Whiggifm we fee preparing her 

triumph'in Ireland. Let us hope, let us prove, 

that her facred flame is riot extm<^ in England. 

. ?pi. «!• B If 
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4 APPENDIX. 

If a flavo-oC power ihrink from the mention 
of thegoodOIaCaufe, or^ in the callous impu* 
dence of fervitude, prefume to vilify it, t pity 
his wrttdiecbersYldefpilehis infolence; but 
I would puniih his trealon to the conftitution. 

The good Old Caufe is the caufe of the peo- 
ple. $«moIe and obvious is this coniideratiori ; 
thai th^ datjfe tf ibepeapU isfuccefsfulexaBly 
in proporiion to tb^ energy of their original 
power. Such energy^ a&ing through the claffes 
of the conftitution which the people made» 
preferves theif liberty as a people, and their 
power iis a nation;, iot k watches integrity » 
and provides ability, in the perfons they per- 
mit to adminifter their af&irs, Various and 
intricate, on the contrary, are the meatns con- 
ducive to their caufe, ambition^ avarice,; or 
iloth^ WwJd enilave, impoverilh, or lofe their 
cauotry<> Rectitude has only one dire^^ion, 
IjWt the obliquity of treachery is infinite. 

The diretStion ki which the people of this 
country a6k, when they a<ft rightly, is, 
thrpugh the parliament which they have 
decked, (a the throne which they have rai£ed« 
If wickedfiefs or weafenefs be found: in the 
couniek oi cooafeUors of the CK>wn, porlia-i' 
rattit is the ifl^lruinent appointed to puA.tlh 
or to diiixiii« 1 but if the inftrument fail, «he 
land wilt exert bee native ftrengtH- Th^ 
people, €^oiiginal right as a freft peepk^ will, 
vindicatie. tibt« coAwytryy coiie^ t^MduP fft^Ua^ 

• .nenii 
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n)^^.^;naform,tKobi(hfoiievq ^^tteftftr^tHis 
w^/»qt>tfe«[Jaw of jeflfci^iui laioW'i^^ 
thshv <^/nodem Wefhiiipilfc*'rbltt}ltkft&W^ 
it i;5 thi^r right rcefoii. of the cdl^^ 1^ 

would fl^ivipfcitetheaTtertes of tteJ|lfe<«tow.5 
tion^ ; ky ^^oti»g Locke 4gaii[ift ' Lo^i^ "M^- 
fieWr ^y^i)i4' it wtre a«|i«ftion«f a^Mawent^ " 
but lu^m?D. amJhorky. or. Teaibning« noWdVer 
illufJirioMs ,or iprciHe/ were fiiperfkiWrt;^ 'ta 
den^nij^ftjB.'what <3od hath writtetv ifa- Wtf ^ 

.Public.guilt bmg capable of fuchf dJVdrfi- t 
ficaiion* it is evideatljr;the duty of/^ublfc T 
virtue to ' eicercife various, attention 't^'thte 
feveral afl^Mlf s that may be made by^^wW, ' 
and will be^ever made in fome degrefr^ a^itift 
the int^j^eils pf the community. Imiurtl^fkbl^ ^ 
arectlbeoQ^^s in which hypocrify lAMiy^ de* 
ceiv€(,j4(j(^niiy opprefs^ carmptiondebaticfr, 
or negl^i^^Q fquaader ; any one of Which 
crii^oiGs,;, unchecked, would run to ^^ntti^l 
ruiu^ But if, in Qior]^ht>u8 and uftheaitl-^df \ 
con (pjfacy,, they (hould all unite. agftihUi the 
libei^tyt^d-gjpry of a country, tbrdugltout all 
the^bet^ygd.trufts of the public? a^iveih- * 
dee^.QHI^htrjtab^ the dxcation of th«^'piC^)te 
ag*mftj^Qi>^«»gCT. , The Whir fpitit iKift^ 
ing^ tJil^lpqtlQtsy smi^ 

If j;{ypipr<^(]^ ifk fmallcompafs, 4fs <i^in^ - 
wilj^^p t^^^^iiger..; .Tfaepublic:9iit^?Drik^' 

5 -.,TI B « «U 
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4 APPENDIX. 

ail her (pirit is c^i^tinguished ; that Jio public 
virtue remains; that every man is bafe .and 
wicked as himfelf j but the reproach will 
operate a$ it ought* It will give vigour to 
ilrengtht and adiivity to refentment« It will 
(harpen public fpirit, and point the virtue of 
the patriot with the honour of the man. 

Vigilance (hould be in proportion to dan- 
ger^ If we have been remifs^ and if public 
danger have, in confequence, eocreafed, let 
us now double our watch, and redeem our 
negligence. ' 

In England every man is a politician. — This 
maxim hath incurred ridicule, only from the- 
iniperfe<5tion of its obfervance. . It is cxa<5lly 
conftitutional, and.ftridtly true in theory; 
h\xt it becomes ridiculous , becaufe it is caily 
theoretical. It ought to be demonftrated in 
praiflice; and then it would not be anfwered 
with a laugh/ •• The Britifh , Conftitution^ 
Lord Bo^ingbroke well fays, is the Mufin€fs 
of every Briton." 

The Britifli Conilitution hath changed its 
fonHf and is loiing its fpirit. Some magic 
has tnetamorphofed the ancient pyramid into 
the deformity of a Chinefe Pagoda « The 
.beautiful Arength of its order is gone i and we 
jno.w tremble for the narrowed bafe; oppreifed 
by the middle; with mooflers at the top ! . 

How to recal the fpirit that hath Aed, and 
how to raife that which remains ; how tc> 

. ^ reflore 
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reftore external ftability, and by what beft 
means to purify ioto it$ a:tlciei^t vigour the , 
interior of the conftitution, is the bujinefs 
which now demands the adlive vigilance of 
all — for the danger is univerfal and imminent^ 

As a member of the public body, I offer 
to my cowrtry all my exertion towards the 
public weal, in the humble but laborious 
office. which I undertake. It is hum^^le; 
for it profcfles little more than the reprefen- 
tation of fad:. It will be laborious; for the 
endeavour will be to reprefept themifchiefs. 
of the times. 

It \% not eafy to feledt from multiplicity % 
but in guarding againft dangers, foreign and 
domefiic^ the condudt of their Reprefentatives 
in Parliament feems to challenge the firft and 
inftant attention of the people : for it is the 
malignity of this enormous mifchief, like 
(kepticiim in religion, thit it fights the forms 
againft the fubftance. Faith is above reafon ; 
and the people, are paramount to their fer- 
vants: but the infidel blafpheises in very 
regular fyllogifms ; and the Minifter betrays 
his country eiaAly according to order^ and 
with perfe<fl prefervation of tvejy form of 
Parliament. Of this, .the public fl>ail have 
damning proof;— irrefragable \)roof;-~im-. 
deniable^--except by Lord'Noith>— foi: it (hall, 
be the prbof of Fact^ 

^ovmi^r^ 177QC 

THE 
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6 APPlfNblX* 

;: \":^ theAvhig. 



The King can do no wrong. 



"W' HteN a Prince of the Hojufe of Hanover 
wears the crown of Great-Britain, the Whig 
is npt afhamed to confefs his prejudice. He 
would prefume, from the former Princes and 
prinriples of that Houfe, to the prefent ; and 
his prediledion is anxious to believe, in 
the full extent of the maxim, perfonal as 
as weir political, that the King can do no 
wrong. 

But when a monarch in this country, 
fprung from whatever line, adorned with 
whatever hopes from the glories of his an- 
ceftry, or his own original virtues, perfifts 
in counfels that do grievous wrong, and 
threaten inftant ruin ; affedtion is loft in duty. 
Duty to the countnr demands difcuflion of a 
maxim, which, it the conftrudlion of the 
court were permitted, would fandify every 
public crime, and eftablifti public calamity. 
Duty to the Prince, as part of the conftir 
tution formed by the people, enjoins confti- 
tutibnal explanation to him of aphrafe, which 
flattery has rendered fatal to tyrants ^ 

When it is truly faid, -that the K4ng can 
dp ho vvroftg, the office is irittended ';^nd ?i6t 

the 
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the perfon ; and this true conftmiflion is the 
perfect praife of our admirable conftitution. 
ihe King of England can do no wrong ; for 
it is not the office of the-King to Jo any thing* 
The cautious wifdom of our policy will not 
permit the King to ad:. It not only fuppofes, 
but requires^ that ability ihall b« iele<3t^ 
from the people to execute the adtive duties 
of the ftate. Even in the feledtion* of fuch 
adtive ability for public fervice, the King» 
4$ we are now coniidering him, cannot do 
wrong. For the confideration fuppofbs him 
ifi his conftitutional public charadler; a cha- 
sader conferred on him conditionally by the 
people. The condition of his royalty is a^ 
wife and honeft adniiniflration of the flate. 
It is impofTibley therefore, in conftitutional 
contemplation, that a King of England Utovld 
appoint incapable or unworthy men to admi-* 
nifter public affairs ; or, if appointed, that 
the peopk of England ftiould permit them to 
be retained; that a free people fliould facri- 
fice their original rights and conftitutive 
power to fuch abufe of the kingly office* 
The uxifaimefs of arguing from fuch abufe h 
evident* The kingly office fo abufed would 
no longer belong to the conftitution. It is a 
moHjftrous cafe, and out of the fuppoiition o£ 
£»ir reafoning* . 

Such being the genuine fenfe of the maxim » 
(}^e'^oroU3jy pbfej^vation that is formed upon 

it 
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k appears equally juft and necefTacy; that 
the Miniilers of executive power, are refpon* 
fible to the peoek: and their refpoofibility 
was formerly through the medium of par« 
hamenl. 

. The office of King beinfi^ thus coniidered^ 
I tmft with due refpe^; tor I think it le- 
ceivea the higheft when defined as part of 
the conftitution ; it remains to remind the 
perfon appointed to that office, that he is a. 
man; — tmt in his perfonal capacity he may^ 
he muft do wrong ; for error is effentiai to 
humanity. It remains to remonftrate to him» 
that whoever confounds his perfon with his 
office, is a fatal enemy to both ; for that thejr 
afe fb peifedly diftind: in their nature, attri-* 
butes, and interefls, that the abufe of the one 
is expiable only by the punilhment of the 
other. The conftitution will not admit that the 
King did wrong j and the law fays^ that the 
King never dies : but Charles Stuart was an 
ebfliinate tyrant ; and Charles Stuart loft his 
head. 

No more then let a. maxim, founded in the 
very bottom of our conftitutional liberty, be 
ibfoed to a conftm&ion which would fhake 
and endanger it. No longer let the law of* 
the conftitution which would preferve facMci 
the office of the King, be perverted to the 
deftrudtion of the man. 

Another tenet of court-craft> new in thei 

politics 
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politics of this country, is not lefs dangerous 
to its profeflbrs than tiae. penrerfion of the 
royal maigim that has been confidered. As 
kings believed they could not individually, do 
wrongs -minifters now flatter themfelV« that 
majorities in Parliament can make wrong right ; 
and ixofa them they hope, not only thcirown 
Exculpation, but perfed- eilabliflimeat of 
their arbitrary fyftem. 

It will not be difficult to danonftrate the 
fqlly, as well as the wickednefs, of fucb a 
principle; and to prove, to the utter defpair 
of arbitrary men, that the feeds oi revolutiajt 
have been more immediately fown, and tvitfe 
more certainty of inftant growth and efFedl^' 
by the Miniftcrs of the prefent King, thaa 
by anyinftniments of tyranny in former times^ 

The pofition which I maintain, and (hall 
prove, in direA contradidtion to their par- 
liamentary confidence, js this; that majorities 
in Pariiament are certainly ruinous to the 
Sovereign and his Minijiers^ in proportion ttr 
the fupport they are induced to give them^ in 
ferfiJHng againji thefenfe of the people. 

Iftiall, in my next paper, conuder the faft, 
9S it ha$ occurred in America and Ireland i 
and then, li our Whig-fpirit be not extindt^' 
and if fimilar caufes produce fimilar effedts, 
let the executive ^m'^r tremble in Qreatn 
.Britain. * 
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10 AF?EKlSfI3C. 

THE WHIG. 



This giorimsfpirit of Whigcism, animates 
. mllipns in America^ who prefer ptrvertywith 

liberty to gilded chains and fordid ajluence ; 

and will die in defence of their rights as men^ 

-'"^s freemen^ Whatjhallreff thisfpirit? 

« > Ireland they have to a man. 

Jan. 20^ ^77^' X^ORp Chatham. 

JlIOWEVER congenial his mind to the 
fpirit triumphant in a neighbouring kingdom^ 
<;mulous of the glories as (he was participant 
in the injuries of the weftern empire, grievous 
yet is the p^ng which every lover of his coun«* 
try feels in this degraded ifland. For th^ 
triumph of Liberty is now the difgrace of 
England. America is viftorious and free. 
Ireland, without the trouble of vidtory, enjoys 
2^\ its confequence and glory. She difplays 
the banner of independence i her armies ap- 
pear ; and England furrenders at discretion. 

England, the arbitrefs of empire, — England, 
thp dilpenfer of the power and guardian of the 
rights of nations ; — England, tjfie wonder aii4 
terror of the world— what ^rt tjiqu now ! 
Difabled> diflionoured, fallen; defperate ojf 
ft^Iiilance from friends, for you have noi^e i^ 
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or of fuccefs againft enemies, for you failed 
when you were ftran^, -ingainft adverfaries 
kfs numerous or powerful : — ^too little for 
confideration in a fcale of ihe balance which 
you ouQe held andadjttfted ; and remen^bered 
only in the ridicule of Europe: vanquilhed 
by your Colonies, to whom you fued in vain 
for mercy ; and fubdued even by the afpedl 
pf Ireland, to her abfolute command. 

Love of our country cannot be extinguifhed 
in the hearts of Engliflimen ; and care of 
what we love compels us to fave it from 
litter deftrudlion. Though the fenfe of glory 
were dead throughout the people, yet, it the 
common and firft principles of nature, felf- 
defcnce, ^nd felf-prefervation, be not extinft 
among -them, the period of revolutioji and 
revenge is at hand. The public fenfe was 
dull to the diflant mifchief j but prefent cala- 
mity ftrikea ftrongly and fuddenly. — Three 
months nurfed the American lie; but the 
Minijfter cannot falfify Ireland. Three days 
cjeteft him, and demonftrate the glories of 

that country and the difgrace of this ; ber 

independence and our fubmiffion. We feel 
her torn from our fide, and we bleed at every 
vein." 

Such feeling is too poignant for patience. 
It roiifes ,tb a^ion every remaining nerve qf 
our'ffieh]^th, to refcue from inlfcint fofs the 
^ttlt that is left ;T-rto preferve doineftic fecu- 

Tity, 
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rity , tlioiigh we have thrown away empire / 
to^entnift the {acted relick to hearts that 
know its value, and hands that can defend it ; 
and, above alh piouflj to perform the rites 
of the conftitution t appeafing, by exemplary 
juftice, the indignant manes oi our power 
and our glory. 

, But in this neceffary courfe of national 
juftice, much difficulty is to be encountered 
from the generous prejudices of Englifhmeni 
In favour of Minifters? No man will ittla-^ 
gine it, in a reign, which has rendered fyno^ 
ntmous the odium of the country and the^ 
favour of the crown. The fate of fuch 
favourkes as have never before flained the^ 
annals of any reign in any country, will be' 
unparalleled in hiftory. Unqualified by- 
amy fentiment of refpedl for talents, admi- 
fatioA of magnanimity, or pity of any one* 
virtue, the public execration that (pares thenv 
not in their power, will overwhelm them in 
their fall ; — the contempt that purfues them 
now will infpirfe peculiar indignation then,' 
that fuch ufurpers of power fhould have been 
enabled and permitted fo to fall ;— with the^ 
blind defpair, but without the ftrength of the 
ftrongman, fo to drag into ruin the mighty^ 
fabric of the Britiih empire. 

Bvit difficulties of an high and delicate 
nature will arife in efFefting the revolution of 
o^r liberties. They havp ftrifen elfewher^ ^ 

.6 \>y^% 
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but the oecefllty of the commonwealth has 
furmounted them. Founded, however, in 
the generofities of ancient attachment, I know 
they are found in the heart of every Eogliih* 
fnan. 

Eighteen years of toiy-rule cannot have 
entirely detached the Whigs of England* 
from the houfe of Hanover, The memory 
of an illuftrious anceftry, and gratitude to 
their virtues, muft qualify refonttment of 
prefent wrongs, with an affe<5lionate kind of 
ibrrow; and forrow, in generous minds, foon 
grows to pity. Crimes then are loft in mif^ 
fortunes ; or if remembered, we wifti to 
reclaim rather than to puniih. Or even, if 
obftinacy be irreclaimable, we have ftill fo«ne 
hope in the future, from our knowledge of 
the paft. A difhonoured reign may pafs 
away in our annals, like a cloudy day in 
fummer ; and if the day be not too long, nor 
the tempeft too violent* the glories of the fuc- 
ceeding morning may anfwer our hopes and 
renew our happinefs . 

But to tranquilife, if poffible, the prefent 
fcene, by reconciling our affection to a parti- 
cular family, with our duty to the country^ 
let us end^ivour to win attention before we 
force it. Let us convince by reafon rather 
Aan by power ; and try to prevent the mif- 
chief by the example of others, rather thao 
<X)ried it by our own. 

It 
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It was propofed in thy laft paper to confi* 
der the fact of difimion from this country, a$ 
it has occurred in America and Ireland, in 
-demonftration of the maxim that I there 
advanced againft the parliamentary confidence 
of arbitrary men. From the fatal example 
of thofe countries^ I undertook to prove^ 
that majorities in parliament are ruinous to the 
Sovereign and his Minijlers^ in proportion to the 
fuppbrt they are induced to give them againjt 
thefenfe of the people. 

In America the people Were unanimous 
againft certain powers claimed by their late 
king, and attempted to be exercifed by his 
miniftcrs : but the monarch perfifted againfl: 
his people; and has loft his American throne. 
So far the fadt ftands undifputed. Now let 
tis confider whether his minifters and their 
majorities in parliament have not affedted 
the ruin of his royalty, while they flattered 
his ambition, and feemed to fupport his 
power. 

It is beyond any common calculation of 
obftinacy, that the American war would have 
been perfifted in, if the monarch had not 
been infatuated by thofe monftrous majorities 
which his minifters,by every monftrous means, 
procured in parliament. I fay, by every 
monftrous means : for befides the court-cor- 
• Tuption that prevails in all cafes, new and un- 
heard-of wickednefs prevailed in this. Fal- 

fification 
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fificatioa pf fai^ \yas hot indeed n^w in the 
minifler; but in the magnitude of tRis. in* 
ftance, it took peculiar criminality, . Sup- 
preflion of. every truth, univerfal fraud, and 
bafeft mifreprefentation, blinded the reafon 
of 4nen ; while every fedudtive and inflam- 
matory art perverted and poifoned their paf- 
lions. Without fuch impulfe, no monarch, 
however blind or obftinate, would have per- 
fifted in fuch a war ; without fuch fupport, 
he could not have drawn the fword from year 
to year againft his people. 

But even if fuch had been the lituation ; if 
without the fiftion of parliamentary fandlion, 
the royal ftandard had been ereded againft 
the liberties of America, Ije could not have 
loft his American Crown more abfolutely 
than he has by aft of parliament. I believe 
he would not have loft it fo certainly. Ame- 
rica would have conquered the King, and 
more fpeedily perhaps than ftie conquered 
the King and Parliament ; but her magnani- 
mity might have forgotten the idle ambition 
of a foolifli Prince; though ftie will never 
forgive, in prudence or in fpirit, the formal 
tyranny of a grave Legiflature. " 

My reader may have been furprized and 
(hocked, when I aflerted the faft of Ireland 
being now difunited from this country ; be- 
caufe he may have liftened to the tales of 
Minifters, and the impudent inventions of 

their 
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their advocates. But I aifert again and again, 
that Ireland is at this moment in an adual 
ilate of difunion from us ; difunion of com-*, 
merce, difunion of finance, difunion of 
military ftrength, and difunion of national 
aH^iftion. Such is the fad:; and therefore I 
oxpe6t to hear the Miniiler affure Parliament 
of the contrary. 

If Parliament continue any faith in the 
wifdomor truth of the man, whbfe folly and 
fallacies mifled them tocaft America from us, 
the prefent difunion of Ireland, which their 
marked fervility to him at the clofe of laJd 
Sefiiqn has already produced, and their pre« 
pofterous fupport of him at the beginning of 
this has already ftrongly confirmed, will be 
ratified for ever. I ftate the fadl of their 
refentment, without now going into the 
^ifcuffion of their wrongs : but their refentment 
is exprefsly and pointedly againfl the British 
Parliaments They exhauft all their elo-* 
quence againfl it in their debates ; and when 
they want terms to exprefs its tyranny, its 
avarice, its infenfibility to every thixi^ - 
honourable or jufl, they fay that theBritim 
Parliament and the Britifh Minifler ara 
iynonimous. 
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^i7r^;2*THURLOW^ and Lord High Vhdk* 
cellar of England^ ''* ' \ ' 

Mac 14 u J* virum facile ^xeris i feSNuM 

JL Ha've acknowledged yoitf «nk, my Lttfrtfj 
and-your hi^ titles, Witfi the plealure that 
every liberal mifid feds in doing juftice to an 
feffiinent chiradter,* Every man 'is ready to x 
ciirifefs that they have beeiieafried by abilitifej 
as*' fuperlor, as the indepencfeilce 4nd hoffour 
o&^httdbfe*; whith' alone can dignify theit 
nkturebr-jeftifythSirtenuPe: But there /KH^ ' 
Lbrtt, on that • Gird:inar p&im; the pabliC 
jiidgftienl has been long futpend^d. If I add 
t\M the fcfijile" is ' now rapidly defcendifig . 
againft you, and that the wonder of youf 
talents avails only to give weight and accele^ 
ratfon teethe Cenfu're of your 'condu<5l/ ^our 
Lordfliip wiil confefs the jaftice ofyoiir 
tountry, when you recolleft yourfel'f, and 
look round on the men whofe caufe you con- 
defcend to plead/ * 

• ' *One of that ; public Who delighted in ad- 
v^L. m. C miring, 
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sninng; and wbo mow exeicii« ^ith pain 
didriaght of jvckMng yi9H* I y^t. offer my.- 
felf to your iJormnip as your jfriend. And 
tbcmgh the firiendfliip of honeft reproof b^ in 
jpaBaV tqusAly thanklefs and fruitlefs, I 
ftly 00 tb« vavalisaSs of your mifd {<fr jt« 
■^atTlic 9£EbA in this .iniil;ance, ^d eVen for 
ycait Lordfhip's gratitude. 
: . Before our correfpondence proceeds, let ro« 
cicar it$ wajy to jrour uaderflandini^ §nd j^;^ 
spprdbation. ' j.^ 

•-^'This letter is written, and unfef^.re^d^r^ 
ttH»edeA^/ qapre ihailte ^d^r^^ «^ ^yg 
JLorc^'p, not us t|M»bIicman wJ^iiijSii^ 
}f»s. fnkiif: dffipif s, but a« thf ;]^4^lev p( . i^ 
^tate m\ai dfuci^n tliein j ) 4p .fl#t % V99l 
l«e4iately in icxmi^1« hni «6nt9mly ill ^»i<l^ 
if-eiir Lwf^p atre^tdf ^n4fr^t«ndf lA^ %vA 
Co «ill the people l»e^re our oprftj^gfio^nsf 
jckler* {n tl^e mffiUk timit I tbiit- n^^ tf 
voUr l^fhip «nd ffff (ouQtf^k lakjpt;^]^ 
|»^fie4 bttt inp^Iipd tH imffwif^.ff^^^ 
3rowiBlf.«id^p]4ifi yov t« theimtellk^iQ^ 
y<fw i>reffiil pciiver and aU it« faial «:-^cU«* 
i<|«f fet I ympf>\\fA, fey what yow otura-ncr-r 
V^j^fo«}Uffi;e tflo. tonf^ipiif^ ^tiferi^, 
< ♦ <h« i»b*«4(w« datjger and ejfijwioi int tht ' 

..- I dp nat aiigti«* ilnfaWf with ytfwrt^fd* 
Aip, whenu I affume the fad "of '.Mer.Riif" 
goremsMut fpc ^ laft isi^ yfian> X ; / /jP<# 
•'. -. . ' * ' tJ»« 
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l^rofir mind M»s kM>ked<iotitia fo 4hiei«tetd]e&. 
tiefs of the adniimilmtiion. ^ '^ : 

I admire the en^sAiatic «eftl fbr ybiik^ «vii 
•dignity with Which jrou liave e^er^ifclkitt»^ 
ttU fellowihip^ even pierfixial Acqulint^Mce^; 
With the Prime Minifies AnditWasuAthirffitt 
-fefUitYseilts thdt 1 hoped, ^od 'the pebfic ^ex^ 
^e^d^ mflrord, yott would have difdained 
^Icbntintiknceof public conn^ibn iiirifeh Iuhl 
A maxi of Tpirrt, ft Wars condudfed thKt.yoi| 
%ott1d*iot' devote ymirfblf ^revertb jfrafill» 
iiiiffdtf^ and diflioimur ; 'a ^man. tX adbvifrjjr 
aUui v^ct«», it 'Wig deenfed i}A];K9ffihie ikdt 
^cm ihadd be 'riirected tothdoiendr iucl 
Kthairgf , tind that idste^onlye^bmoti of jo^ 
fgieatliltttts ihoi]^ be in defencedf ignkoraiMtt 
«ild SA^feiiiibflitf* wiiich they iiad atfRmaptid 
ln^aiii>t0ia£c^rm und ihim 
- £ikt, fAyi^ccd^ ^astht pikrliiafiMi «£ « 
)edpl#who^MeicxviiH]^to confide tttAeafboi 
r«6agManimity t attdtevmyetftisjik^ed 
tycte will not thvrBzt yooroAtainvl^tanift 

i^U^iM hiijaXblif on tbis.fi^e£b ** 1 have no bsibii| Mrithi 
thi'Wnffer''-:- I a© not Itttow liri North.'^-^ 'hi% 
%icjnicffioris fvtrhaSinj dn thdfc ©ccafibtts: . B«, ih ^k 
Ibore.pBblzc feeiiifcv his detertnttied file^e dto Lottd^J^^^Hi^^ 
^^0^^^;k\AiH more 4d^ve. 1^: caiihoti indee4> 
»cfj(;ue Jvp &oto the eloquence Qf Lord Shclburne 5 btitit 
Fs the VJef^nMife ef *eonrci*lpt to le«vc1rifh <a tliife t$riifei 

^' . C% it 
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lit happens >to concur witH yofur duty ;-ir4iiat 
the 'natural exertioa of yourrcharaiSer will 
not be weakened,, from the coafideration that 
•iitwouldfave youx countxy. ;• . . 
ii.'It is hot my pcefent purpoie, niy Lord, to 
AtaiteLthe hiftory of Mb. Thurlow ; for my 
^bjed is purely public. ..Totally, therefom, 
«|e<fting e\^eiy />r/^4/^ anecdote, let us.conr- 
iomplate your prefent public capacity. If 
iEKnIrig the teleibope for a rhotxiient^ Idkicry, 
Xbi^ugh the!difiant andxlixniniOKed ietcofpec^ 
«ii^ccidental.ad>£ocate at a country quarter 
ifcifiods, ')b is only to prepare hay naind with 
mxe wonder- for the contraftvof your preCieot 
hsagniludei >rlf I recoUeftrthc firft fortuitous 
ibep; to thehoufe of Queehfhiiry, it is .to 
mi*mire---fi»ceiely. Sir, to-admire, — tbeftrides 
bf your geniiis, mounting, now* abov? .the 
Houfe of Bedford. The kiferibrilicrs of- the 
|)6k*rart ^ gx^ :-bcncath the public • int^refti and 
jthclpwblic^eye, Ex:<::Ai it^ Jierclf/enh :. : 
iJ*At;the»peni0g^af ithis feffion* the general 
AattiLQCtl^kingdoQi, ^nd^thejw^pir^ became^ 
as ufual,- the lubjeA of parliamentary confi- 
dcTabon , - -Thr part iculai? topics, finoe fdedted 
fQFer£?cral 'j^f^ctiHion have been the condiidt 
' bC-bur-'MimJlers^ with ,iefpe(3t to the king- 
dbm of Ireland^ Taiid their naanagement ia 
i^ard to the piiblic finance* 
CV In all thffe greit.confiderations^ and dif^ 
cuBiOfls, .ypiK Ea-TP J ^ forth ,the only 
5": ;. - champioa 
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. c1iamp^i6H'^6f«^*R6^ pfeftfft Mfnifterg; • ^"^i^or ot 
fKeir &^ti dl^fertce^;- 1 \fotild' m <Jtfcency -ft]^ 
nothing. ^ 'Beffdes iWit being jHe ciilpntir,^ 
and difentitled to any credit m their alTertibriv* 
its meann'efs werefiifficient to di%uft at^ aftd' 
cJotidemn them. Acciife thenf of ' publn? 
crime, of the danger of oiir iflands; pr'^thS^ 
Ibfs of our territory ; they declare, with tHe 
moft ridiculous folemnity, that it is not fhV 
fault of thofe nvho conduB public affairs as tBcy- 
arcy but of thofe who labour to make th'em' 
othepuoife\ For their own part, they call God 
to witnefs, they know nothing of - the mkttef^.' 
D^monftrate their public peculation ;— ^th^ey 
deprecate juftice in the fame fpirit of the Old' 
Bailey; in' the very language, indeed, 6f a 
profligate convidt : — JVe have robbed ttt' 
public y but we have fquandered- the fpoil ;'^-^^ 
tlon^i punifh us^ for we fkall not be able tx^ 
'maintain our families\. . . -^ 

Laik pardon frc^m my reader for- defcend- 
ihg toJ fuch mifery i' rendered \Vorthy of 
public- notice, only froftn yoUr {iiigular fiippoftv* 
plo. Nobleman, except your • Lordftrip, has* 
jlooped to it; no Englifhm'ah,* except your-^' 

felf, has fo infulted his country. Even in 

. , \ ■ — ■ . « . . " '. % • 

the Jamaica papers*.; and JL&Mtd Stormont, on every fubjfefi ; ' 
d^ci4U)^;tli.^?y«gV*4 cjuf^ion^i.;' Tor kj^.v^^ Embafliwipr ♦ 
at.P^rs/; ... ' .. *v» 

'*•"+ '\Jis^'^\\\^&k'b\x^'fv'erbatimJ iri the H<3ufeotL6Ms'.*' 

""'<.'■- . , the" 
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mant as they ieentd' A> h»re befot: in ih§ 
yQigiw.^irpopalac Princes, they ware^^a f^ 
acquiring, iizp a4id ib$r>gtb, fufficieq^ to arm 
.the liaad pf>. laod^n power with ioArumeAtf 
xnoxei ddiflg&rQ\xi\ta liberty. » than the coarfea 
titles .of James or Charlea had furniihed. 
Thofe opportunities, and temptations to 
defpotifm; ieen}^ to have attained .their full 
maturity at^the commencement of the prefeot 
reign. The feptenniaj ad: of fuicide, abhor* 
rent certainly from the popular nature of par- 
liament, and deftrudive of its due indepen- 
dence qn the crown, had'4jeen long perpc^ 
trated. Military power and civil influence 
united to enable' the Prince, if he were {q 
difpofed by nature or education, to oppr^fs 
and corrupt the people, whofe property and 
power was leffened, exadly in the propor- 
tion that the crown had gained weight>ai¥i 
force, by theeftablifhment of a Handing army 
and a national debt. But, above all« the 
time of his afceniion to the throne was full 
of fuch peculiar circumftances of popularity^ 
as gave him unlimited, becaufe unfufpeiSted^ 
^wer. Into that aufpicious moment was 
croudcd all the promife of his youth ; iounde^ * 
inthe fond memory, of alKthe virtues of his 
anCeft^rs; of his -youth, rifing, as it feemedt. 
to. r^new thi^ Face qf glory ths^t they had runj 
evert up to thfe^rfecent goal'of uaiverfal C9P^ 
.queft . Natere a^ndi fortoa^ confpir^d to^ givf^ . 
■ > .the 
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|he yoMg^ Monarch of thdt d&y'ari^empire' 
die bdft ^nd fnoft permanent that Monarchs 
#an enj<iv, if '*t4iey wifli to iftaintain it,—ati 
itbfolute power in the hearts^ of his fubjedts/ 
• S«ch ivas the power and the opportunity 
of exercifirtg it wkh which his pr^ent 
Majefty afcended the throne. If it had been 
the counfel of his rfergn to improve it into 
Ae pcrfed and reciprocal happinfefs of him« 
felf and his people, the way was not fteep ^ 
nor difficult. The virtues of his royal grand- 
fother, the talents- of Mr. Pitt, and the genius 
of England, called into adlion by them, had . 
furmounted the difficulties of war and fadtion* 
wxl' corruption ; and nothing remained for a 
Prince that wilhed an honourable and happy 
reign, but to purfue the path that his an- 
ceftor had trod, with new facility andafcer- 
tained fucoifs. 

But if other counfels were introduced, and 
other objects propofed than the mutual in- 
terefts of prince and people, different then 
mxxik have been the means to attain thofe 
different ends. Then, inftead of cultivatinjf 
thefatutafy fruits of wife and happy govern^ 
ment, the old weeds of tyranny would be 
carefttlly cherifhed and diffeminated, \ till a 
new harveft ihoiild arife, adapted to the 
feiafori, arid to the taftes of men, iejfj loath- 
foriie; bur more poifonous and fatal. Tbei 
^«&tirpWed abufes iof- former times,; meUr 
'. . lowed 
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^peat^, ^ fapetmSli^iottio the aacieat c^poF^ 

the old ClevDlut!o)i» ihenuulem inv9nm»s cf 
fmB»^, M be removed and wnikibftei onli^ 
^ a new one. 

I Will not fay that the ooiicrifel8> eady inculw 
caled inta the mind of the young Prince, asA 
thf» yoHng King, were: other tlK» de<ffaruiett 
of thej|;>UFeft liberty j for I neves heanitbei 
Qoiiftitiitional Ie<fhires, vrhich Lord BoCii 
delivered in the clpfet. l^t etery £iigliib« 
ipao will affert what he feels^ while freedoms 
of fpeecb and i^vS^ of feding remain to himrr 
that whatever thofe principles were, tfad 
d|edb of them has be^ extenfion of myal 
ii]^uence» and violation of popular rights z 
and every man of cominon fenfe will ooncludcr 
ill argument, that as falfehood cannebflow- 
from truth, fo the political efFe<ft that- hai£ 
been ftated as generally- felt, cannot be ther 
refulb of the rao(b perft ^ con^Htntionaii 
principles k 

."The diftinguiOiing chara6teriftic of thd 
prefent reign feems to be the newfpiririm 
which the Members of AdkniniftrafioA iwiA* 
feverally live, fpove, and have their lieaig^i> 
Kormer^yv Admi«iftrationwa»abody^<ftuatai3^ 
bjrotiie fpiritthat*^ pervaded the wh^ei; itv 
membisMh were^ 4i^n^> ivM. iepmtei^ th^ 

particular 
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l^arts^ giving the additt<mal. ^f&it^ «s i^ifim 
and i^ifoii dictate* o^ ui^^ted &>rM; No«r# 
pur imisigled. gpYoromeot is in a perpet^ 
ftate of feveralty and. difuiuon ; aod^ Iji^tbf 
Polypus^, each wretoked part cnmrh abpiK 
ivitnofit powers nam^» or iigni%amce« 
* But ineaknefs^ alone were not a fu^dei)! 
qaalifiGariQn for a,modemmimf(ar» Hemuift 
bo adtively cqntemptible^ if be expe^ hofflouf 
at court* Sa conftant encouragem^M i^:t^ 
tended, and always ac ready audience ta a|} 
jthe little ilander of office ag,aii>fl c^cifri ta 
the whifper of the Treafury ag^tin^ the 
American departn)en6, or ta the lye of the 
Admiralty againft them hptb* 0€ca£Qn$ ara 
jSbdioufly contrived to bend and fubdue the 
ipirits of men; and th<^e are advanced, the 
bigfaeil in the ferviee, who havebeft leanied 
thedifcipline of difgrace. There ihquld be 
]^ttle wonder » that comraanders^ in/fuoh % 
jfervice are fought for from the ranka« 

Virtue, we are to}d by an admired aiU^d« 
city; is the. principle of government* in iepub# 
lics^ and hqnour, in a manarchyp . |n ii 
government* therfsfoK, fuppQfed.tauaitev 
^fxd^mo^.tQ id«f^tify the pri[^rtie$ of Mh;: 
TPrhere the power ofi the m<M».fchiJ$ ine, cpi^^j 
^t of tl^.p*)]^ sH«ip9gulftf gen^iifi^ 
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is regal 'ftrength; we might hope for the 
combined principle of honourable virtue. 
But if, in faft dire<5tly contrary, tve find a 
principle that counterplots and counterworks 
the bed and nobleft affeftions of humanity, 
and would annihilate all moral duty and 
natural connexion; a principle that fevers 
friend from friend, andfeduces brother from 
brother; that hugs *tnd betrays and deftroys; 
that drives honour to defpair, and leaves no 
alternative to virtue, but infamy or fuicide*] 
it will not be a very unlogical or uncharitable 
coRcluiion to infer, that fuch a government 
is neither in the fpirit of a republic or a 
monarchy; that fuch a principle cannot be 
fuppofed to be enforced in mere wantonnefs, 
and without an objeft; for vice is not its 
own reward ; and, therefore, that defpotifm 
alone is the fpirit of that governftient,jwheTe 
fuch principles and practices prevail; 

'Befides the feparate and difhonoured capa- 
city in which modern pohtics require Mint- 
fters to depend, not on their viriiles or talents » 
not on popular favour or honourable con-» 
nexion, but onycf^^/i;/;?^ ^^dfre<5Hy<)ppolite; 
towards perfectly eftablifhing the new* tyfterrt 
6n the ruins of the old, particular innovation' 
of difgrace was neceflary in that - department 
^f. adminiftration, which the cotirtcfv atitl" 
the fuccefs of former times had denctninatecl 
tht jirfi^ The Prime Mini fter was riowtd' 
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be the prime obj^iAof.contemptr Jrtftead of 
the dignified atid official confcquenee in Par-f 
liament, which naturally and eonftitiitionally 
would attend a Minifter of fpirited' taknts and 
popular virtues ; our novus homo muft fubmit 
to the new penance of his place r deriving 
no honour from vi<Story, for every man was 
to knbw him only as the Adjutant of tha 
troops ; but left he ^[hould imagine hiinfelf 
more, or gipw by rriiftake into any reputa- 
ticHi, he was ftudioiifly to be expofcd in 
fituations of difgrace and difappointment : 
in contemptible minorities, \^ithout a friend 
to fupport or pity him : (I fpeak of former 
occafions, when the cp.urt power was fu-* 
preme ; for ^2ow the management of parlia- 
ment is not quite fo optional to the fpirit of 
St. Jan^es*s :) fo that when the parliamentary 
Minfter feemed to fail on the full tide oi 
power '*" to iM-ing America to his ^ feet,** 
\vhether by Scoth bills oi Jiarvation^ ox his 
xmn conciliatory propofitions, he was to find 
himfelf carried away by fome under-current, 
out of his latitude and contrary to his reckon-r 
ing. Real pay indeed was to compenfate 
the futility of nominal rank; but the private 
favour was precarious, and the public odiunit 
certain. He was to be the Minifter or the 
Meffehger, as the arbitrary whin^ of the 
rpinute.fliQuld did:ate or permit;, to hava 
gu,thori^y,enough tp eff€(a.uate eyery mifchief 

that 
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disft A^td be <k>mm^ieA^ iHit il^ pd^ 
whatever) if by- chance he ih&uld be akrlmed 
to ptei^akt Mf ; juAl^" -rafponfible ibrothefb 
>erimfis «$ Well as his owh, becsHile tket^" 
WilUn|^ inftrument ; (he devoted "vhSiAi o^ 
their ^iHbiHan aad hk own mtMBefsi h^ 
wa$» in fine» to repre(etit fhe fawn before 
the perfon of the Kwg; advanced and {)r(^. 
teAed for it time; but whtn ne Ipnger abler 
to divert or fuftain the attac'kg to b^ iwni^ 
away fiom the board for e?er» «he^r/i/Si^ 
ferAi of a defpeirate party. - '- '^ 



THE WHIG. 

/&/> own MintfleK 
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\YhEN the planietis and merthirii* t^ 
Jamaica demanded from the frfft Lord;of tlte^ 
Admiralty fome affurance of protcdtioft fl'om 
the fieet of England, Lord ISaAdi^ich tn^^ 
formed th^n, ••that hi^ was nierelf iir 
ixecutive departrtietit." When thej^ wait^ 
on the Secretary of State for America; Ttf 
iblicitfome attentiori from goverftmem^ l»r^ 
George Germain acquainted theinV/*"^*f 
evety thing had be^ ddfte that be couItl'<So.^f 
Wheh they called tipoA fiflie Prhrie MihlilteSr 
foT foiSe exertion to <ave the ifiwid^ ^f* 

North 
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No^>toI# tjjum, *'-^hfi4iA J¥)t kntow lift viOi 
i^4^^g«r^ hat ^ it w^RrJ^^fHM pii4eitakt 
i^l^lhiing :f ofitiyip jfor it; .(lofencei; t^«K Jboni 
&an4wi<;h yv^ ■p^cCtlytigfttin bi9.^c^ic$f 
|;Hr -thjU |i»e fifft JLord of the A^nparakjr, (the 
$«cfft2ri9^;9f:S/teu«> and firft Wd of ■ t^ 
Troaii»ry» sverf ipei«ly executive: tkit^a^wi 

Omitting ifor the prefem the charad^iiijbic 
«0f)4H^ «f thefe,^o}^€ peifons on thi)t occa- 
$90'f/ thic; infpient levity, the ^IJow polite^ 
QeTs, '4Vid t^e iaboursd. pothiog^ejis $ X defise 
Ip^fajdea my reader's attention to the fir)gulid[ity 
^ t|ii$ i^hjei^. it i« the on]y arti^k of 
Bolitical conHnunioix among^ the Minifter«. 
laao-Qoe fientimentof politics do th^ agree 
btHShis» to diilemble their refpedive refpoa- 
libiUty,. and to Ipad their common ma^er 
with the guilt of all his fervant«i^'~yo4 
^KSiV^ im tha I did it: the Kingis:Hi ^n 

If it .»(Bre j)ofln)le to add to the guilt ^ 
f^whobstve plundered dhepropwur, and 
•penly aiK*il th? libprty of the people, this 
^odiUoa^l. qontesnpt «!* the cpa^tutioli of 
their., country would crown their ciiioes. 
It if fioteicijc>u«, th^ they have re;courfe<y9 ji ^n 
cv«iy ipri^iifwd and penal part of their condqi^ 
f[ tj^i^f iiJ n^le^. I^ i? th^ir conftant boaft of. 
itnounity.. I enquire not wheth^. fuch 1^ 
]ih3|pn,the^oyemqie)at cf S^ngl^i^dr^ libel 
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in n*c«(larf confequence agamft his^il&wtt' 
flwd digni^» be '(brnped with '^c tpplt: 
imf9timaiur^\ or wh^rher,- «' I wi(h 'imiv Ibe 
the f«(5l^ it be the forgery of the frteii Hvhoi 
have fomninded' and becriyed him, ' It**^ 
tre-thepubltfiiers, if they did not inveht or 
dilate it; and they will foonbe trtecf»by' 
God and their toim try. • - • -'' - • 

In fhis (hort fentence 'ft \v1diiiid >dl^4KA^ 
campteffed all the nriyfteiy itid mffi?hi«f ^' 
modem politics, ^ht Ktn^'if^'i>h'C^iM^" 
Minipr. That is, the *-*vhd.e «xed{rtlf« 
po^m^ and adminiftretioh oftftc'^afle^U ^ 
be placed in hands fupefi8r ^cy tbntVotfl i ' ^btl 
ftrong forordinary. refiftahce,' and* too ^SA^d 
ss i$ fuppofed for puntfhment.; 'Ift^ifflMflf/ 
therefore » whenever people ie^an be fubdtiW 
to the praftice of fuch theory, this prfndl^W 
amounts to^perfecft and ctSnIiplete flefpoWwiA? 
For what is the power of the nr\oft arbitttiy 
defpot on earthy other than* poiflcffion^bf >he 
whole executive ftrength of'the^Stsft^^nvltMSfil * 
check of refift^nce, or- fear of * pniliAiiWMi?* 
—^What. truer* defcriptfion- tth. ajpply -«Or^a#* 
arbitrary vMonarch, than- that he^j*' th«*> 
uncor^troJled Minifter oi his <fwn ariiiblilod * 
aiad cipfice, in the. tmjuft vi<ilaiic*l of>'Walf c. 
and- the. cor rvipt ions. arid; foHies* of^iWfetiiifti; 
goveromrfnt? '• ■''^-'-\ ^ .i Vj >'V»i^v*: 

\\iaA 6ccarfion- irv ah dirl^ pajlei-to {^t^M^J 
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tW ttlu and -^lifundMFftood mixim ki the 
polity of; Bngland, thai the King can 4ff ryt^ 
t^rmg. -Wlule the Englilh conllitii^ion i^ 
piQferved, 1c is in its true kr^Xit ^ wifeafid 
uf^ful maxim ; but if the mooftrous inno- 
vation were tolejrated, ihat the King is bis ^vun 
Minijler^ it becomes nonfenfe or tyranny », 
if he makes no ufe whatever of his mini^e^ 
rial power^ it is abfurd to call him hia awa 
miaiiler, as it would be fuperfiuous to fay 
that he can do no wrong who does nothing. 
But if be exert the executive power^ per- 
fonally invefted in him by this tyraniious 
dodrine, and if that exertion be unpunifhable 
and unqueilionable hecat^fe.he can do n$ wrongs 
1 know no more complete d&fcription of 
arbitrary fway. 

The qld Utopia of the controlling care of 
Parliament^ of the grand inqueft of the 
nation, and the hereditary council of the 
c«p>wn, is very pretty reading, and it is no 
more. We may amufe ourfe} ves with looking 
at thefe venerable family-pidures of the 
cooftitidttiofi^ the works certainly of eminent 
mafters,-. apd admire the unfading colours of 
their fame* But are they more than objects 
of curiofity, or, at beft, of empty admiration,, 
out of all modem tafte and relemblance ? la 
the poftrait of Godolphin do we trace the 
features of Lord North ? Was Somera the 
pf ^totyf Q^.o£ the Earl of Mansfield } Is the 
_v®L. HI, D prefent 
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34 APPBNDirv 

"prefent iifurper of MeAhcini, a Duke di 

Marlborough ? 

In it\x^; who^vtfr would now go about 
to talk of whig-prittcipleB in goverimient ; 
infpifed and eftablilhed by the honour of the 
peers or the virtue of the commons , muft be 
a more impudent knave than the majority of 
cither houfe can produce. To prove that the 
fun (hines at nfiidnight is a diiSculty toa 
arduous even for •* the forehead*' (as he 
himfelf modejily expreffes it,) of the Earl of 
Sandwich. A more pra<5ticable and more 
wicked courfe is purfued. It were defperate to 
appeal to the reafon of mankind againft their 
fenfes; but appeals to their nrwtlignity againft 
their teafon may be attended with fuccefsr 
Thus the/ew advocates who can be induced 
to plead in fuch a caufe, never (hock the 
common fenfe of their audience by endfea^* 
vouring to prove their friends able or honeft : 
they think it decent, and perhaps they have 
hitherto found it politic; to axgue that all 
other men are equally deftitute of talents and 
virtue. This infamous language, chaftifed 
as it has been in parlian[ient by eloquence and 
refuted by example, would little deferve the 
feviyal of public indignation ; if it were not 
©ne of the immediate tenets . of that* fchif- 
jnatick herefy in politicks, thnt the King i^ 
bis own Min0er. AH popularity of charade, 
and honourable coiuiexion, whether o| n(^e« 
3 -^ -^']^ 
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jto a:ftiite„ or of thofe t^Ieiits and p^xlot 

virtues which conftitute true xiobilityi ife 

eternal bar^ in the way of tfcke aibiti'ary fyfterti* 

whioh, it has been proyed, muft fefuic from 

that favawite principle. The early excluflon 

of Mr. Pitt and ihtrodudion x>f the Earl of 

Bute, were the firft bitter waters of that 

fatal fountain* which has almoft deluged the 

rights and:power of the people. The early 

and continued fpirit of flander againft every* 

thing virtuous and honourable, fiiil went 

forth from the new cabinet againft thistt great 

and popular man: becaufe his greatnefs and- 

popuiarity ftood in the way of the new prin^' 

ciple, that ibe King was to be his tmn Minijier. 

The perfecution.and profcription from royal 

favour of the Whig families and connexions 

of England, has been uniform I'unlefs it> one 

or two exceptions, the ihort period of which 

has only ferved to prove the rule, that Whig 

principles are inconfiftent with the new 

Toryifra, ihat the King is his own Minijier. 

It is neceifary for the people of England^ 
rifing as they now are with yeoman-virtue 
throughout the country, in vindication of theis 
ancient rights in thfeir property and liberty, ta 
beware of the full extent of this malignant 
prMoipIe. In its full extent, it fubvert$ 
every Security of public liberty, while the 
formt ;of the conftituticm renliain. If the 
Ki^g be his.ownMinifterr and if thofe who 
\,. I ' Da fill 
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3^ AWSWUX. 

fill the office^ of ftate be, as Lord Sandwich 
dnd Jurord North afBrm, merely executive i 
iU^jdue and regular refponfibiKty is loft* 
Thirteen provinces and the fleet of England 
inay be lold to France; the people mull 
fubmit 16 poverty, and hug their eternal 
chains i for no cl^ge of counfel can recover 
their empire, their power^ of their liberty. 
They can infufe no popular fupport, nor 
popular fuccefs in confequence, into a new 
Aaminiftration ; — for, the King is bis own 
Minijier. Objlinate adherence, therefore, to 
itoch a principle, induces the inevitable 
itlt^mative of ilavery in the people, or the 
perfonal refponfibility of Maiefty. The 
latter has a precedent in our hiiloiy j the 
former has no example. 
March ^ 1780. 



/ T(? /^^P/'/;;/^r.g/'>i>^ Public Ad vertifcr, 

J Have lately read a bulky performancer 
which profeffes to difcufs many law points of 
great importance. It is entitled ** A Letter 
qn Libels, Warrants, &c." 

What flopped me firft in reading, and 
fhall alone engage my animadverficMi now, is 
a long paflage early ih ^he boojc, y^ which 
the author goes wantonly out of his* way. 
Without the Icaft call from .his argnipent, 

rtierely 
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merely *to introduce his chara^er-ijf a veiy 
great perfon, who is only not nampd, vrhois 
but lately dead, and whofe memory lyUl be 
ever dear, not only to all that knew him jper-r 
fonally, but to all honeft ^ndgoo.cj Ine^ pf 
whatever denomination. /. 

In this chara(5ter fome few commendation* 
are affedledly introduced ; but the particpjar 
cenfures, which make the much greater p^rt 
of the paflage, are fo utterly inconfiftent witji 
tho(e few and fparing praifes, that it is Jip 
breach of candor and charity to fuppofe, th^t 
the former praifes were inferted only to poiqt 
the cenfures which follow with a morp 
malignant rancour, • 

The great perfon alluded to is here prcx- 
nounced to have approached nearer, in his 
political and legal conduft, and in every 
other refped: indeed, to the Earl of Clarendoii 
than to Lord Somers : — ^and what then ? It is 
always invidious to comparef chara^crs, and 
would be impertinent and ungenerous to raife 
fi monument to the fame of either of tbofe 
great jnen on the ruin of others. The world 
is now agreed in acknowledging the abilities 
and merit of both ; but it is well known to 
all, who vv^re acquainted witji this noble 

Eerfon, that he conftantly made Lord Spmers 
js firft and avowed model; and that this 
eminent Statefman, with the Lord Chief 
'Holt, were the two characters in the long 

Tobe, 
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58 A>Vitrt)'ik^ 

r itob«,'^ Vtiofe/concfdd ^e al^Vays wifhed and 

ftim^ to^xprefs inliis own. Vetthrs writer 
tails llim * a Prerogative Lawyer;* We all 
knot^ what thefe AvOrds will be generally 
underfto'od to imply; and it is fufficient to 
anfwer, that not this pamphleteer only; 
bat all others are defied to give one fingle 
inftance of the late Lord Chancellor's 
having at any time, in any, place, or upon 
any occafion, attempted or aimed at any 
cxtenfion of *he prerogative ; nay, it may 
be faid, for it is well known, in fome pro- 
fecutions which he was to conduft as 
Attorney-General in very ticklifh times, he 
managed with fuch ability and candor as at 
once to give the moft entire fatisfaftion to 
the Adminiftration, whofe direftions he 
enforced, and even to extort the efteem and 
admiration of the principal leaders of the 
Oppofition, who were moft immediately 
interefted in the event of thofe profeaitions. 
But • he leaned in his notions too much 
• towiirds ariftocracy.* I fhould be glad to 
a(k this Writer, whether the Bill for abolifliing 
the heretable jurifdidlions, and the other Bills 
for the reformation and civilizing of the 
Highlands in Scotland, which every body 
rcmembfers to have been projected and con- 
dudled by this great perfon, are hot the 
ftrongeft jproofs of his zeal for the fiberties 
of the community in general on the tmeft 
"^^ principles. 
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principles^ and his iiot beipg biflTed^by Jiny 
undue attachxjnient to ariftocracy ? . . 

The account of his lx)rd{hip*s fpeech on 
the preliminaries* in December 176a, is not 
only a very rude and unmannerly one, (thefe • 
are peccadillos with p6litical writers,) but is 
abfolutelir falfe and contrary to fad. I fay 
this with the more confidence, becaufe I 
have feen very faithful and accurate notes of 
this fpeech ; and I do affirm, that the fingic 
objeftion to the preliminaries, which this 
author pretends to quote from it, viz. about 
the boundaries in North America, made no 
part of the fpeech, nor was fo much as 
mentioned in it. The truth is, the noble 
Lord afted in this matter upon the mofl 
honourable and temperate principle. He had 
been juft then difmifTed from the Cabinet, 
ztxd could only in the Houfe of Lords deliver 
his fentiments on this great national ipeafure. 
He acknowledged readily his approbation of ^ 
many things ; and thofe which he difapproved, 
he objected to with fuch propriety, and with 
fuch weight, that fome of them were adually 
corredted in the ^definitive treaty ; and others 
would have been probably, had we had the 
good fprtu^ne to carry on and conclude our 
negopiations for the peace with the fame 
ngtipq^l unanimity with which we fct out. 
. Ajrtd t:hijsi naturally leads to ^, queftion, 
jwhich this father of candor, as he calls 

himfelf. 

Digitized by LiOOQlC'^ 



liirnfetf, Has affecflcldlj put and left' ^ 
Wiried j^** x^rhether hi> Lordfhip Imderflcxid 
Yorelign* affairs or lidt?^' Thofe who warn 
yet toTettle ihw judgments m this matter 
^vill ratlier be direfted, I (hould fuppofe, by 
the opinron of fuch as had frequent oppor- 
•funity of hearing; him in the Houfe, or at 
\he Coimcil Board, than by the crude con-r 
'ceprions of this malevolent writer. 

We are next- inftrufted concerning his 
Lordfliip*s condud, and the motives to it, 
in regard to the militia, the habeas corpus, 
arid the marriage adls. In his fpeech on the 
iirft of thefe,' which I well remember, he 
averred of himfelf the very reverfe to what 
this man affirms of him, ultri creditisquirites? 
And, after urging his objeftions to the plan 
' then fent up from the Commons, he declared 
himfelf" in favour of a well-regulated militia; 
and propofed fuch alterations in &ny future 
fcheme as were all adopted the next year, 
were approved in both Houfes, and received 
the Royal Aflent. 

As to the habeas corpus, there was indted 
a bill with a very fpecious title carried through 
the Houfe of Commons in 1758, with the 
full tide of popular eloquence: but it fhotild 
be remembered, that fome of the moft dif- 
tinguifhed lawyers in that Houfe ftrenuoufly 
oppofed it; and when it came tip to the 
other, the fuhjeft underwent a*morfrtieliber4te 

and 
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^wrefeftaJkfnrWpoa thp kadwg-poacipresf^thp 
bill,; §p4 they gave lit as. tWr unsujiiropwi^ 
iQpinion, th*t the writ of habeas corp.iJj? v(«tf 
of right and not qf cpurfe, aM. that {oxx» 
affidavit or allegatiqn pf probable cauie. wais 
neccfTary to found the demand upoa. In the 
debate which afterwards enfued^ fo maiqr 
inconvenicncies were pointed out in fomafterlr 
a manner by the noble Lord here afperfedp 
fupported by a noble Lord of the fante 
learned profeffion, that the Houfe was 
♦convinced of the grett impropriety and 
unfitncfsof the Bill, and rejeded it withpot 
9, divific^n. The proteil which followed was 
only figned by one folitary Lord. 

With regard to the marriage adl, we Can- 
not but remember how long fome provifions 
of thi5 kind had been called for; and, with-- 
out entering into a difcufHpn of all the points, 
or indeed of any, which may be difputed on 
this argument, we may affirm with a truth, 
that the bill did not take its rife from this 
noble perfon^ but frpm ^ motion made by 
another^ with whom he wa? not connected in 
bufinefs ; that the bill, prepared by the Judges 
yjTBS by every bqdy deemed inadequate, and 
the* noble. Lord on thewoolrpack ^najoimouily 
irequeifte4 to prppare q, niore effedl^jil . one. 
This he did with, the firmeft per;fualipp, 
.i^hich he Kfun^i^ tp his Jaft hpw^ ^.f the 

general 
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gaieinaUreafonablenefs and fitnefs of what 1^ 
there enadied; yet withal conftantly profef&og 
9a\ entire leadinefs to concur and aifift la 
framing any reafonable amendments « to m^et 
with any real inconveniencies» which the 
prefent bill had been found to occaiion. 

To pronounce concerning any man's fecret 
lErtotives, is in the higheft degree prefump<< 
tuous ; but if this be in all cafes hazardous, 
and in moft cafes ungenerous, what fhall 
we fay of a writer who with equal folly and 
affurance fuppofes^ that ** a perfedly good 
Judge, a truly wiftf magiftrate, a perfon of 
Viatural good temper, and of the ibundeft 
underftanding in matters of law and equity;'* 
all of thefe qualities ufually proceeding from 
found principles, and tending 4o produce 
upright condu<^, (hould yet not defer ve th« 
appellation of *' a true Patriot;** (hould have 
joined in oppofition, merely from private and 
perfonal diffatisfadtion ; (hould have ailed 
.frequently and repeatedly with an utter 
ignorance of our national interefts, both 
foreign ai>d d<:mieil:ic ; and (hould, in coae 
cafe pi^rticularly, (that of the marriage adk.Y 
have gone upon a view, which, far le<6 
circumfpedtion, experience, and knowledge 
of the world than his Lord(hip ia admitted 
to have po(reffed, muft convince any mail is 
the moft abfurd, wild, and irrational, that 
can be entertained or imagined,^ viz. •• Thei 

perpetuating 
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pcrpetiilating a fortune of family owe made^ 
&c/* Thediverfity of family charaiJlers, iti 
a very few generations, or even in one and the 
fame often, and the <:eafelefs fluftation of 
events in the fame family, muft fatisfy eveiy 
body, that no man bf good fenfe in worldly 
niatters, which is gracioufly allowed to this 
noble perfon, could amufe himfelf with fucH 
« vifionary and romantic idea. Vittefumrut 
Brcvisfpem nos vetat inchoare longam. 

As to the many petulant and malignant 
infinuations thrown out in various parts of 
this pamphlet on the defcendents from this 
great and excellent perfon, I am perfuaded, 
they all of them as much and as thoroughly 
defpife them as they little deferve them. I 
(hall therefore fay nothing at all to any thing 
levelled at them ;^ nor fhould indeed have 
written what I have in defence of their noble 
father, fo illiberally and wantonly attacked, 
if \ had not always; on the jufteft reafons, 
entertained the higheft reverence for his 
perfon and virtues, and had not been really 
aflfedled with an honeft indignation at feeing 
his afhes, fcarce cold yet, trampled upon in 
fo difrefpeftful a manner, and his excellent 
charafter fo unneceflTarily and fo rudely 
calumniated, I fay calumniated ; for I cannot 
help retorting on this writer his own idea, 
^nd pronouncing his performance (as far as 
relates to the part ^nere animadverted on) 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



1 //3^/ii^ all its forms > that 4s, ddcordmg t^ 
his 4yvrn definition of one, bolth^^ and 

. J^ecembn i^, tj6^^ ' /•:..:. 
■ *^ ' " ■ ' ' . " ' 

^0 the printer of tbe Public Adyertif«i»^ 

1 HE extraordlnaiy demand for a pampWet; 
entitled, ** A Letter concerning . Libels, 
^* Warrants, &c.V owing partly to the nature 
of the fubjeft it profefles to treat, and not a 
little to ibme other ingredients with which it 
is feafoned, having brought it to a fourth 
edition ; I had tjndeavoured to perfuade 
myfelf that the author or authors, convuiced 
byuhe information they muft have received 
through feveral of the public papers, of the 
•grofs and wilful miftakes tney had been 
guilty of in refpedt to fome memorable fads, 
as well as fom$ charaders ifhich deferv^d ' 
a different treatment, would have To, f?ir 
liftened to the cajls of tnith and juftice, ^^ 
to have expunged feveral paflages which 
appeared in thie former editions, containing 
the moll injurious r^fledions on th^ dead as 
well as the living ; refledions not Warranted 
in any manner, nor to bq accounted for or 
explained, except upon the amiable motives 
of envy, jealoijfy, and a fpirit pjf fadjop* 
. . Put 
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9a& 46^ Jr'S»d tt{k»i; Ioc4cing mti tbe third 
fditicKf , thftt inftead of a^ing as. becanw 
friends to truth, or even generous ad verfart«si 
inftead of retraining fs^lfehoo^ Qr mii^ices 
however palpable, they have not only repeated 
them again and s^^mn, btit at the latne time 
accumulated new injuries and new calumnies; 
I think it incuttibent upon thofe ^ho "have 
any knowledge of the real characters anc^ 
fa&s» which thefe worthy affertors of liberty 
and the conilitution of their country have fo 
traduced t to ftand forth, and not fufFer the 
unprejudiced part of mankind to be deceived 
by the grofs partiality and flagrant malice of 
fuch writers. It is with this view alone 
(detefting as I do the warfare of newfpapers 
and party pamphlets) that I have been imtuced 
to undertake the drudgery of pointing out 
and expoiing fome of the falfe imputations, 
which have been heaped with fuch peailiar 
viruknce^ upon the memory and . public ^ 
cond.u(5): of the late Earl of Hardwicke, in 
the later editions of this bulky libel. 
. Some ftridtures having already been made 
[The preceding paper addredGTed to the Printer 
of the Public Advertifer.] with gneat truth 
and propriety, upon the injurious and ma-» 
Irciou? attempt towards a characfler of this 
nbl^le pcribn as it ftood in the iirft edition of 
thiSj^B^rformance,' I Ihall wholly confine 
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45. A^i^KM^U* 

itiyfelf to fuch alteraticins^ and addiuotts ftf 
have firice appeared in it. 

In the firft place, this Fatktr qf C^mdwf 
has thought fit to ftigmatiae fome proceedings 
in his late Majefty*s reign againft a ceiUim 
V, C. of Oxford, as being xtxy oppffiIii!e» 
and in the fame breath to- impute thceni^ 
without the leaft hefitation or ceremony; to 
Lord Hard wickers advice and dire^ion.; not 
tailing the leaft cenfure upon the late Sir 
D. Ryder, then Attorney-Gencral, who con* 
duifted the profecution as far as it w^nt,. and 
who had too much experience and ability in 
his profeffion to want advice or dire<ftion ^ 
and was by principle and education too zealous 
a Whig, and of too humane a temper, to lay 
the heavy hand of power upon any fubje£i:» 
however worthlefs^ where the Law and his 
duty did not fully authorize and require '^^, 
But why then is it charged upon this Noble 
Lord? Does it appear, or can it be pretended 
with the leaft truth, that he was even afked 
his opinioa about it, much more that he 
gave any fuch advice or dire<ftion to the 
Attpmey •General ? Does merely holding the. 
Great Seal then, and aftifting a; the Cabinet 
Council, make a man refponfible for an 
Attomey-Genersirs execution of his office^ 
Ijf fo, why is not the Noble Lord who at 
|)fefent fills that ftation,. arraigned (hrough-i 
fOU^ this libel for every ftep of the proceed- 
ing 
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Iilg agaimft ^Jft' Wilkes ^ ihftead of the ^w* 
Secretaries? of State, and the kte and prefent 
Attotfliiey-Geneml. ' ^ 

"The new thing tvhich prefents itlelf is i 
modeft aflertibil (introduc^ed into a long* and- 
laboured paffage, which is intended, Ifuppofe/ 
to pafs for a complete chara<3rer of his Lord- 
<hip) of his having once affe^^d the title of. 
Earl of Clarehdon. A more abfurd piece of 
falfehood was never invented, nor one lefs. 
probable in the cafe of a man, who had for 
lb many years ennobled his own name by 
the force* of his own genius, nor lefs fuitabie 
to the judgment, modefty, and whole be- 
haviour of that noble perfon. The truth is, 
he more than once declined the honour of the' 
advancement itfelf; during which time a 
report being fpread, that his lat« Majefty 
was gracioufly pleafed to intend it fbr him/ 
it was feveral times inferted in the News- : 
papers, that he was to be created Earl of 
Clarendon. This is literally the whole foun^ ' 
(Ration there ever was, or could be, for fuch 
mi idle tale, unlefs one could fuppofe it wasf- 
defigned to give uneafinefs to the f;amily and- 
4efcendents of that celebrated Minifter. 

He then proceeds to give a moft falfe ac- 
count of Lord Hardwicke^s fpeech in the- 
Houfe of Lords upon the Preliminaries * h 
4ovi\ mean to dwell iipon fuch infinuations^ 
ou expredions as have already been ammaitf 

verted 
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verted upon; but it it it(tp(tiSkAe tb let fut^. 
notofious falfehoods bt reoeated and afjgftN. 
vated day after ^2(jr» without e^lpnt^g a 
jufl: indigriation aft fueh (hamelefs proAigsLty. 
He was fa far from objeOing to the Boun** 
daries between the Britifh and French Coio-* 
nies in North-Amerka, fettled by that 
treaty, that he thought them the htft itn^ 
giriable. This the author has been already 
told in print ; notwithflaqding which, as i{ 
determined to bear down even truth itfelf by 
mere effrontery, he has added a particularity 
to the fuppofed objection as foolifh and as 
iaife as all the reft. 

What opinion their Lordfliips entertained 
^( his fpeech that day, I fhall not prefume 
to determine : Sure I am, however, that he 
retained the powers of his mind too perfect: 
even to the laft to give the leaft coloui^for 
the low comparifon, under which the pre- 
judiced and vulgar ideas of this malignant 
Writer have thought fit to reprefent him. 

He felt perhaps as few of the defedls of 
age as moft of his contemporaries, and yet he 
has . been known to fay of himfelf in that 
Affembly, Noneadem ejl lEtas^ non Mens. 
But let thofe who remember the part he fuf- 
tained for fo many years at the Bar, upon » 
the Bench, and in Parliament, during the 
warmeft political contefts againft the ablefl 
fpeakers^ recolle<ft the light in which he 

always 
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a||Qis%i^b]l^ea!^^d>^ ^j» graces ftrengtb, md, 

faj^[^@i<w^ihoaght j*'im4>^ tke&i fi|j:if they 
ca^)^|^^i^ '^hM ndlithoriii^agMqatt^ wk^ 
orei8k^u«rice*;Miiat^h«Jietiay«it>n ^ny «:ca-^ 
jH<miQr>^rkii(^x)F the cMiaiiiental aii4igi:aceful 
acc^Miplifliments o£ litemtikei in which ha 
h^d^thdl felicity to be better grounded, and to 
haye^ Aiore accuracy and extent than almoil:^ 
any tnan* "who had engaged fo early and fo 
lopg in public buiinefs ; or that he gave smy^ 
imrltis 01 thajt Plainnefs of education, which, 
this polite, ingenious , and accomphfhed 
writer, with as little regard to truth as 
decency, is pleafed to beftow upon him,. 

The refledlions caft upon his fpeech oa, 
the firft draught of the Militia Bill fent up 
by the Houfe of Commons in 1756, have 
been fo fully anfwered in a former paper» - 
that I ihall fay but little to them. I muft 
however obferve, that though he fuggefted 
many apd weighty political obje^ions to» 
that Bill, he made none oi z, religious nature, 
unlefS'the author is abfurd enough to call 
difappBoving the mode, prepared in that BiUt 
of exetcifing the men on Sundays, a religious 
objediion. So far from enervating thet 
icheme, by propofing to reduce the number 
to, on^half, he made it by that xciffm^ a^^ 
pijbi^icable meafure; and whoever u^ill at-^ 
tentpt^to incrcafe the number, will bftiw< 
vf.ai«^JiK £ enough. 
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enough to contend with in Anfwerii^g th* 
complaints of the country upon fuch an 
augmentation. So far from contriving to 
defeat the execution of it in iiis particular 
county after it became a law, the moft 
punctual obedience was paid to the Adt in 
eveiry particular by the noble perfon who 
waB then, and is now, his Majeily's Lieute- 
nant in that county; the Militia of which 
was adlually raifed and difciplined for two 
years together during the war, and is now 
on foot again, and was called out to their 
annual exercife in May laft. 

There is but one thing more which truth 
compels me to take notice of, and that is^ 
what this well-informed writer thinks pro- 
per to fay, with regard to the judges who 
were called to that important ftation, whilft 
the Great Seal was in his hands. Can any 
one who looks round Weftminfter*Hall at 
this hour, forget who recommended many 
of the ableft who now fit there ? as able and 
as upright men as' ever adminiftered jufticc 
in eny age or any country. Can ^he forget 
or afFeA to treat with contempt the names of 
profeffional merit of fome who are dead, or 
retired, Reeves, Lee, Ryder, Strange, Wright, 
Burnet, Fofter^ Clarke, and others, who 
might be mentioned ? Or will he venture 
to affert, that thefe men obtained their fcafi 
upon the bench by mtnijierial^j^otprofj^ 
in»it. , Though 
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^ ' Though I perceive tha* the fubjedl has 
carried me fkither than I at firft defigncd, 
yet before I have quite done with it, I think 
ibrtie notice fhould be taken of the many* 
fcattered paflages in this curious medley of 
fldtious politics, tsxtravagarlt law dodlrines^ 
and perfonal abufe, inferted with the gene* 
rotas purpofe of depreciating, bj this virulent 
libel, the hotiour and reputation of die family 
*and defcendants of the noble iperfon above 
mentioned. But aa there happens to be one 
among them, whofe talents, eloquence, 
learning, and integrity, have raifed him 
tb a height in the profeflion of the law, 
which in the general efteem of the Bar, and 
in «he public voice, gave him juft and regui- 
lar prettofions to the firft honours in it ; who 
filled, fdt tnany years, two great flations, 
with as much capacity and reputation, as any 
man whatever; and who lately refigned one 
of them, fo as to afTerthis own honour and 
fentifnents with, the moft weight and free*, 
dom, at the hazard of every thing which 
caA be called profit or ambition ; who is too 
knowing to be did:ated to on points which 
concern the law and conftitution; too iaga» 
clous and honeft to be made a fool; too wife 
and temperate in his public c6ndudt to pleafe 
the felfilh, the interefted, and the violent; 
too free and independent in his fituation and 
fortune, to lay himf elf {ivi the language of this 
e * writer) 



Digitized byVjOOQlC. 



52 APVENMXt 

writer) at thejeet of any man, or to caft hid 
opiniQ^frinto any minifiienal or popular |:]iK|uId^ 
becaufe it may happen to fuit with tfee times^ 
or with his own mterafl: He is therefore 
peculiarly marked out for vengeance,— *his 
conducft \x\ Parliament mifreprefented aad 
traduced, where in truth.it gaijied him much 
credit in all the inflances alluded to; and 
his good name to be branded with every 
ill-natured epithet, and fal£e refled;ioi^ 
which the infolence, the injuftice, and the 
.private views of others can luggeft. 

After all, let me appeal to the zealous 
admirers of this libeller, whether he who 
wantonly facrifices the truth qf fa£ls> and 
characters above fufpicion« to the dark pur- 
poies of calumny and envy, has the leaft 
claim to the applaufe or confidence of any 
party. 

L^w difpenfed by fuch writers, is like a 
fword in the hands of a madman ; it will ftab 
indeed, but it will ftab in thic dark, thp 
friends rather than the enemies of the Gon* 
fiitution i and thus it may become a tenor to 
innocent and worthy citizens, inftead of an 
inftrument of jufticeagainft pro^igate Mini* 
&tn and lawlefs fubje(fls* 

January 30, 1765. ^ 

^v '. " ■ ' THE 
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February 3, 1 7Sa. 

^ROM the fpirited proceedings of the 
petitioning counties, the nation has already- 
gained one great advantage. It has had the 
faireflr opportunity of trying the different 
pretentions of thole who profeffed to have its 
welfare and glory at heart. Private intereft 
and public utility have ereAed their feveral 
standards. The mercenary bands of the 
one have been driven to the neceflity of 
feparatingthemfelves publicly from the friends 
of the other. The great party of the natioa 
ftands glorioufly diftinguiflied from the 
faBious retainers o( a corrupt Adminiftration. 

The imputation of the felfifh views of 
\anjbition and avarice, fo artfully thrown out 
againft the oppofers of the prefent difgraceful 
fyftem, has at length been unqueftionably 
brought home to the fupporters of that fyftem; 
and oppofition has gained that confidence 
from the people, to which their patriotic 
exertions had 10 long, and fo juftly entitled 
them. 

An event fo defirable is not. more to be 
jifcribed to the conduct of the petitioners^ 
th^ to th^ meafures purfued by the few who 

' ^ oj)pofc 
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lOppofe them. We are indebted, I hope, to 
the goodnefs of Providence for the fetedbion 
of tnefe men. Zealous without knowWgc, 
abilities or difcretion, they have been betrayed 
into an avowal of the fecret deiigns of their 
employers.- Tranfported by an eager deiiie 
of recommending themfelves, tbty hiivj 
divulged the dark, myfteries of the courU 
and explained its deep laid fchemes and 
arbitrary doftrines, to an affembly of Britifli 
freeholders. 

Thefe doctrines, it is true, we have feen 
irtfully inculcated I for feve»l pail^ in all the 
venal produAions of the miniileria>. prints, 
Fwm the learned Peniioner, [Dr. San^^ 
Johnfon.] whofe talents were once happily 
employed in the ferviceof his country, down 
to the writers of daily eflays, and newfpaper 
paragraphs, not a mercenary pen but ha^ 
InHnuated them more or lefs covertly. .^ But 
the formal and authentic confeflion of them 
tvas referved for the daring and intrepid fpirit 
of Mr, Smeh, 

Emboldened by the boundlefs favour he 
enjoyed with his Sovereign, that gentlemaa 
thought himfclf authoriled to fpeak without 
fear or reftraint. With that familiarity to 
which he has been (o long admitted, Ae 

fnatched away the veil the petitioners had 
refpedtfuUy drawn round the throne. He 
boldly produced the perfon of hi^ roytl friend, 

and. 
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«nd,to i £bl of m^n who poioJ^d their 
cenAices only at his Mwiftfr^» M4 l^ifn Ujp 
as an obje(^ of tb^ i\ift^l^ terror^ and the 
moft ilarming apprehenik)!^. 

For wh«t were his wprds ? Did this bofpm . 
coniidentof the King of a ff^e people hefitat^ 
to reprefent him to hi$ diftant iubje(^$ in t|^ 
light of an Aftatic defpot ? to i)e4t him axoid 
the blase and unappr^acha^h fplendaur of 
tnajefiy^ felf-honoured» felf^beloved, and fpl^- 
enjoyed. Did he hefitate to pr^pofe the 
creature of the conflitution ^ the adoration of 
the public, «s the firil ^im^(ipg principle, 
the great informing fpirit, the eiTeq^e of tha)t 
v«7 ppwer to which it owe* e vea it$ exiftei^ce ? 
Did he not even make his bpail of the in^ 
idignation with which he w^^ iiiedt when 
he h^ard his royal pVote^ftor ftyled thcfinxant , 
-cf the people If A title which the moii , 
^efpotic monarch}, at leaft, affe,^ to glory in, 
as the fureft to enthrone them in the hearts of 
their fubjedls, but which, it ieems, is con- 
fidered as an infult on a defcf ndant of the 
Houfe of Brunfwick ! Tq whom» then» is 
that Prince indebted for the cfown he wears } 
To the people afTerting their rights. To 
whom does he owe the pref/srence given to 
his line, over the elder branches of the Houfe 
of Stuart? To the people. Why is he not at 
this inftant buried in pbfcurity, confounded 
among the petty Prij^cei who ajre fubitdiafy to 

the 
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the ^hroWe, to which th* Aibverflon t>f 'A* 
doAtmes of his favourite, paved him the 
way ? Why, but for the people aflerting 
their rights, and delegating a power A^rhich it 
'was theirs alone to confer ? And fliall it be a 
difgraceto' this Prince to be ftyled the fervant 
of that people ? Shall the man, whom he haft 
. taken to his bofoih, declare the very idsa to 
Be riafrow^ little and mean^ unworthy of a 
King of England ? 

The public and authentic avowal of the 
doftrines of the Court produced the eflfedts it 
was natural to expert among the defcendants 
of ' the revolutionifts. Whigs and Tories 
equally took the alarm. The whole body of 
tfiq freeholders of York, whom their diflrefies 
had aflembled, with a view of examining into 
the canfe of their grievances, were convinced 
by Mr. Smelt of the neceffity of concurring 
in the meafures propofed to them by the 
promoters of the petition. For at the very 
hioment they were complaining of xheficrst 
Influence of the Crown, they were infulted 
by an open declaration of its ambitious and 
unconftitutidnal views. While they were 
expreffing their fears at an encreafe of a 
dartgerous power, purchafed under hand by 
the money of the public, they heard ii 
declared by unqueftionable authority, that in 
the doilrihe of the Court this power required 
^ be OKreafed'^reatly^ beycmd even *itg 

prefent 
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l^uefent encroachments. They were befceching 
their reprefentatives to adopt the moft ilestdy 
and effediual, meafures for reheving the 
«x)untry from the enormous weight of taxes 
with which it was oppreffed, and they were 
told that in the doctrine of .the Court this 
country could never be properly governed^ 
till thofe taxes (hould be rendered perpetual, 
and till the nation ftiould be precluded from 
every hope of relief. Even thofe who had 
attended the affembly with an intention of 
oppofing the petition, were compelled by 
fucb alarming difcoveries to join in the prayer 
of it ; and all the fruits produced by th4 
itffufion of this very loyal zealot^ were to give 
unanimity to the meeting, and to unite all 
parties in one great conftitutional caufe. 

If, the nation has derived fo great an ad-* 
vantage from jhe rafh and impetuous zeal o£ 
Mr, Smelt, it is no lefs indebted to the conduft 
of the perfons employed by the Minifter ia 
another qounty , (Hertford.) Nature has been 
very fparing of her gifts to the young 
nobleman, (Saltjbury) whorfi he has^ placed 
at their head* But his Lordfhip endeavoars 
to make up by zed what he wants in abilities. 
It fills us with indignation to hear of th^ 
infamous arts employed to miflead the ig^ 
norant, and intimidate the dependent, whom 
the. agents of that aobleman, and of his 
p6nf|pned ailiilants« ipduce to iign th^ 
• . Hertford 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



5i AWBKOTXl 

Hcitfdfd profeft. A' proteft againft thf 
proceedings of a pieetiilg, at which they ^id 
Bot evtn affift, tnd of which they muft^ 
coftfequently, be utterly ignorant, A proteft^ 
the very firft claufe of which is ' no lefs an 
hifult on their imderftandirig, than an outrage 
#n their feelings as Englishmen. It renounced 
€>ne of the moft iacred rights they enjoy. It 
^ifclaims a privilege which their anceftors 
bkd to fecure, and which they tranfmitted to 
their pofterity » as a dear bought and invaluabk 
inheritance. 

Infatuated people I while th^ put their 
l^ands to their own condemnation; while 
they iign the inilrumentof their own flavery, 
liod encourage their hard talk mafters to 
encreafe their burdens, the men by whol!^ 
interefted arts they are, duped and mifled, 
reap the fruits of their folly, and fatten on 
their fpoils. The leaders, ivhom they 
blindly follow, are the very men who enjoy 
the enormous falaries and unmerited penfions, 
which the founder part of their fellow- 
freeholders require to be converted from the 
enriching of individuals to the fervice of the 
State. Even now the golden reward hangs 
ready to the grafp of their Lord Lieutenant^ 
(Sa/i/&ury,)2Lnd animates him to perfeverance* 
The lucrative employment (Treafurer of tbi 
Houfehold,) fo generoufly refigned by a virtu* 
ous young noblemaUi (CarliJIe^)\\\io fcornec} 

to 
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to ow:e any paxt of his fpleodorv-.tOi <be 
fufFerings of the people, he claims as his. du^ 
He counts it as egurned by his fervices in the 
favourite caufe.of . corruptipni, He triumphs 
in the gains he has made frqm the credulity 
of tiic deluded inftruipents of his growing 
iunbiition, and maintains that he is invited bj 
themfelves to (harp in their plunden 



THE COUNTRY GENTLEMAN. : 

Ta the Earl of H gh. 

February 17, 1780* 

. MY liORD^ 

Wh^N the defedion of the houfp ojF 
Bedford compelled the interior cabinet to 
feek for fit charaders to fupply at the Coun** 
cil-Board the furious and vmdidlive fpirit of 
that party, they naturally cafl: their eyq? 
upon your Lordlhip. The principles which 
have invariably diredled your politipal con* 
dud, and the temper and- difpofltions you 
had m^ifefted at a former memorable crifis^ 
fully juftified their choice. It promifed z.% 
favourably to the interefts of their fyftem, a$ 
it boded ill to the happinefs of this country, 
and alarmed the friends of the conftitution 
in proportion to the fatisfadioA expreffed on 
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3^0111' appotottneirt by the creatures cf'thi 

Court; * * • ' 

For Ay own part, 'I am free tn c»nfd&; 
that I 'by no means felt ^11. th^t tierror and 
tpprehcftfion which yoift ^return to office 
^ittufed aniongft moft ranks 6f ,nienV If ^cmr 
abilities, indeed, cx)uid feeep* pace with tho 
wifhes of your Jteart, I ihould* think that 
Heaven, in its ytmoft difpleafure, could not 
infli<fl a heavier curfe on this nation, than to 
fuSVr you to lake a part'in.the diredion of 
its councils. But in the weaknefs of your 
underftanding,-! thought I Jaw a refource 
againft the depravity of your principles, and 
the malignancy of your deligns. I even 
conceived fome hopes of public advantage 
from the effedls of your, adminiftr^tion. A 
ralh and ungovernable :?eal, ^ t^at excluded 
all prudence and difcretiot^, and difdainedall 
•jeftraint, might not, I imagined, prove un«* 
Serviceable to the caufe of the people. Your 
eonduft at the commencement of the Ameri- 
can diffenfions was frefti^in my recolledtioiif 
The illiberal apd ill grounded cenfures, and 
the violent and uncbnftitutional proceedings 
by which you drove the colonics into rfchelr 
lion, and tore afunder all the bonds that 
united^ them to the parent ftate, gave me no 
room to miftake the line you were likely to 
fblfow in our prefent domeftic diftraiftiohs, 
I looked for a repetition of the fame ^iit^o^ 
- : 6 litic 
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Ittk coufTcils^ I could eetmttm^ i(m dotdbt 

that the fame infolent and intemperatermeai 
fuTfiS were meant to be?pfinrfmed.* . Jyho piub- 
lic would aeceffitrily he ftrudb with the 
refemblance, and the fad lejSbn they had .b^ett 
taught by the refidtof diofe meafures'^amdng 
the colonifts would naturally put them dti 
their guard againft them, when they faw 
that they aimed immediately at their own 
peace andhappinefs, and would open their 
tyQi to the real intentions of government. ' 
Your condudl has fully juftified my fuf* 
picions. Jn the violent refolutions lately 
kdopted in the cabinet againft the favourers 
of the petitions, the people evidently \dif* 
bovered the traces of your character. Yott 
may reft affured, my Lord, that they give 
you entire credit for them. You may cx% 
pcdl at their hands the fulieft retributionj 
and the jufteft recompence. But if they 
could have entertained any doubts on the 
fubje(*, you have taken care effcitually to re^ 
Toove them. Youhave declared yourfelf theif 
profeffed enemy, in one of the moft^ delicate 
and elfential points. You have confefled 
yourfelf to be one, at leaft, of the Miniilcrs 
*irh6 labour to alieftate the affe<ftion£ of his 
Majcfty from a majority of his -moft* loyal 
amd af]^£tionate fubjeds. 
. -If theiir bumble and dutiful petitions.- to be 
cafed.of the opprafTivci bucden$^ under which 

•they 
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they labour, have been taifreprefehted fa 
' their Sovereign as foBious^ and ftmnSei 
merely in afpirit of violence and party^ your 
Lordihip acknowledges yourfelf to be one of 
the authors of'fuch mifreprefentation. 

If their conftitutional meetings to colleft 
the fentiments of the public, and legally td 
^ convey them to the reprefentatives, to whom 
that public 4ias delegated the guardianfhip of 
its rights, and the defence of its property, 
be mifreprefented at the foot of the throne zm 
dangerous, dijloyal, feditious combinations^ 
evidently tending to rebellion, your Lordfhip 
acknowledges yourfelf to be the author of 
fucH mifreprefentations. 

If the freeholders of England be denied 
the privileges that have been acknowledged 
to belong to other fubjecfts of the empire ; 
if the armed aflbciations of Ireland have had 
the fandtion and approbation of the Minifter^ 
and \it\ie\r peremptory demands have procured 
redrefs, while our bumble and fuimij^f 
feprdfentations have been branded z^feditiaur 
ayid tending to rebellion, to your Lordfhip 
they are particularly indebted for the infulting 
diftin<3:ion. • 

If his Majefty has been counfelled, to 
difmifs from the government of counties, 
(Lord Pembroke, &c.) men of the firft chai* 
rafter atid property in his dominions, for 
eXertitig the privileges refer ved to them "in- 

common 
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conim<)n\1rith the reft of their iellow-fubjeiSU^ 
by the fame power to which he is indebtod 
for his own title to the throne, your Lordfhip 
tcknowledges youiielf to be ctie of the 
authors of that council — ^you pledge yourfeJf 
to perfevere in the rejolution and jirmneft 
neceyary to fuhdue thofe men — to ptmiifa^ 
without pity J the petitioners and their fup>- 
porters, and all who dare nnaintain the lega^. 
lity of their proceedings, or their right to 
reprefent their grievances, and call for redrefk. 

Has your Lordfliip weighed well the con*, 
fequences of this open attack on the majefty 
of the people ? What preparations hav€ yoa 
fnade to meet their colleifted indignation? 
In other queftions between them and th« 
different members of Adminiftration, they 
may content themfelves with fapplicatk^ 
for redrefs. In this they muft call aloud for 
vengeance. In vain will you have recourfe 
to the ftate device of confounding your owa 
caufe with the caufe df the crown and con*. 
ftitution. You may procure the willing votes 
of a corrupt majority in parliafrtent by holding; 
up every attack on your adminiftration as aa 
attack on the ftate ; but to the feelings of the 
freeholdtrs of Great-Britain, whom you Iwv* 
ihfulted, vihiied,' and traduced, andonwho^t 
fights you have trap^ipled, fuck tt-gtim«it^ 
Will only prove an aggravatidft to your gilik. 

JBeIiev£ m«, my Lord, they are fully 

I aware 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



64 .AFB£M&li« 

aware of your' defigns. They have Httk 
reafoR to foi^et the tranfadiions. of your 
former adminiftration. They recollect that 
the very terms of that black hand-writings by 
ivhich you firil denounced the vengeance of 
adminiftration againft the devoted Colonics, 
were the fame that fell from the tranfports 
of your furious zeal in the late debate in 
the Houfe of Lx>rds. 

In that fatal inftrument of irrevocable prow 

fcription, you reprefented a meafure perfoftly 

legal, perfedlly conftitutional, a meafure 

that tended folely to lay the grievances itf 

the fubjed: before the throne, as inflammatory 

in its nature^ tending to create unwarrantable 

combinations^ and calculated to inflame the 

minds of the people. You exhorted the crea* 

tures of government to defeat fo flagitious an 

. attempt^ and to treat it with the contempt it 

deferved. You denied it to be the r^olution 

of the majority of the people^ but of a fet of 

fatlious dejigning men*, and you afterwards 

procured a protefl from the inhabitants of the, • 

village of Hatfield to prove your affertiprvs^ 

You threatened the authors and fuppmters 

of fuch proceedings with punijhment withfiut 

pity I and you warned them that proper cqr^ 

(hould be taken to maintain the dignity f^i 

government. The refult has proves! \vhiat 

that proper care was defigned to have be^^i^ 

and thus did you drive a loyal ^d fuJpi^ ' 

.ife<3pi« 
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^^ed^Ie^ififo all the excefleff of rebellion, 
which yoa-folfely laid to their charge. 

High and honeft minds can ill brook un- 
merited fufpicions. Refentment at the un- 
deferved imputation of the guilt they abhor 
ibtaetimes precipitates them into the actual 
commiflion of that very guilt; and whert 
infolent and falfe accusations are followed by 
ioremperate violence, and arbitrary perfecu- 
tiDng they feldom fail pf this cfFed. The 
great Conde tells us, that he went into the 
Baftile the mod loyal and dutiful fubjeft in 
kis Sovereign's dominions, and that he came 
out his moft implacable enemy. Hiftory 
could fumifti a thoufand fimilar examples/, 
Your Lordftiip has added to them one of the 
mofifatal and inftrudtive that ever ftained 
• its page« That you have not profited either 
by your own experience, or the experience 
of others difqualines you from governing the 
affairs of men, who are at all times a(ftuated^ 
by like pailions on like trials. In accounting 
for your* condudt, ypur Lordfhip and the 
public will think very differently. Your 
©eft friends excufe you at the ^xpence of 
your underftanding. But whatever the pre^ 
ient times may determine, you may hope 
that pofterity, though it will never look up 
to you as a pattern to imitate, will at leaft 
propofe you as an example to deter. 

In this time of your ambition you muft 
. VOC lu. F however 
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however be content to have driven one 
country into rebellion. By your mifrepre- 
fentations of the defigns of the Colonifts to 
the Englifh nation, you armed them againft 
«ich other, and lleeped their hands in kindred 
blood. But you cannot mifreprefent the 
intentions of the freeholders of this kingdom 
to themfelves. 

' They have taken dieir ftand within the 
hallowed circle of the conftitution, as it is 
Aiarked out by the venerable hands of their 
anceftors ; nor can all the forceries and blan- 
difhments of the Court entice them, er all 
your official menaces and infolent imputations 
drive them, beyond that facred line. Th^f 
will do themfelves ^^2^/V^; but they witt<io 
it with the temper, moderation, and ileadi^ 
nefs that become their cauie. Thev will 
ftand up for the majejiy of tbt people^ and 
they, who fliall dare to prove traitors to 
thatmajefty, mxxiihecorM the objeSis of their 
jealous vengeance y bceving finned without 
Provocation, they nuft expeSi to be ptmifij^ 
ed -with jufiice but wiTHptJT pity.'*'— -See 
Lord Mulgrave^s fpeech in the Houfe of 
Commons. 
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THE COUNTRX GENTLEMAN. 



To the Petitioners. 



O 



March a, i78o. 



NE of your principal objeftffdf complaint 
is the mifapplication of the national revenues 
in penfions, unmerited by public fervices^ 
and:lavi{hed by the Crown in the purchafe 
of an umlue influence in both Houfeg of 
Parliament, You have petitioned your re- 
prefentatiTes^ ta enquire into this abufe ; you 
have praved them to remove it, if it fhould 
be founa to exift, and to appropriate the 
favin^ that might be made by luch a reform 
to the exigencies of the State. 
' In compliance with this part of the in- 
firuAions of his conftituents, Sir George 
Savile bas> moved for a lift of pensions/ 
fpecifying the names^of the perfatis to whom 
they are paid, and the amount of the futna 
they refpeAively receive. Without fuch a 
lift it would be impoffible to remove your 
doubts, or to gratify your wifhes. No other 
rule of difcrimination could be fet up, by 
which your reprefentatives could judge of 
the feveral titles of the penfionerS; there 
were no other means by which they could 

Fa gain 
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gain a certain knowledge of the fums fquan** 
dered away in that fcandalous traffic^ or of 
what the public could fave from its fup« 
preflion. 

But what was the condud of the Minifter ? 
*— He neither had the virtue to acknowledge 
the juftice of the motion, nor the courage to 
rejed: it. We had never formed a hope that 
he would pay the leaft attention to the prayer 
of the people ; but at leaft he might have 
come forward, like a man, and difputed the 
point with your friends, on the grounds of 
impolicy^ inexpediency, or danger. We 
might have looked for the plaufible rea« 
ibnings of an able Minifter, and he infulted 
us with the pleadings of an Old-Bailey ad- 
vocate. It was the people of England againfi 
corruption* Every low evafive art of cunning 
and fophiftry was put in pradtice, by this 
tricking council, to miflead the jury, and to 
plead the caufe of his favourite client. Hq 
did not dare to give an abfolute and unqua^ 
lifted negative to the prayer of your petitions* 
He was defirous of giving (fome colourable 
excufe to his creatures for adhering to him i 
he therefore moved an amendment which 
feemed to pay fome attention to your re^quefts^ 
but which in fa<St totally defeated their (Ajedl*. 

He is called upon to fubmit to the con*« 
lideiation of Parliament a lift of all penfions i 
and he propofcs to produce two, which he 

a£rms 
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afEnns muft content the people^ What are 
thofe lifts? The one is a lift of penfions 
payable at the Exchequer ; the other is the 
wrivate penfions, or what he calls Lord Gage*8 
lift. The amount of thefe, he tells the 
Houfe, has been already prefented to Parlia-* 
ment, on an application^ for an encreafeof the 
civil eftablifhment.' He will not produce 
the feparate fums, as paid to individuals^ 
The total amount muft fatisfy Parliament j 
and from this amount it will appear, that, 
liiotwithftanding all the prefent clamour, the 
fums paid in penfions are io trifling and 
inconfiderable, as to be beneath reformation. 
They are no objedt. They fhould be, left 
than nothing in the eftimation of a great and 
^vealthy people I If there be any abufes, if 
any undeferving perfons, or fums improperly- 
granted, be to be found on either of the lifts, 
let the gentlemen of the Oppofition point 
them out, and notfufpedi where they cannot 
arraign. 

Thefe were what the noble Lord was 
pleafed to call his iuianfwei;able arguments 
againft the motion. By tliefe he laboured to 
evadfB the prayer of your petitions. Your 
reprefentatives, agreeable to your inftru^ions, 
call for information* He tells them they 
fhall have it; that is, fuch information as 
they have already had, and which they db 
not W4nt, This he cpndefcends to give at 

the 
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the requeft bf the jfeppleof England. This 
is what was* done on an application of his 
own for an encreafe of the Civil Lift. But 
the infonnation which alone can fatisfy your 
doubts, and anfwer your expectations — the 
infprmatidn that alone can bring to liglit 
what, or if any individual enjoy Jinecure 
places ^ ejicieni places with exorbitant ftnolu^ 
ments^ and persons unmerited kyfublicfetvicei^ 
that you 0xall not have. 

But urge him ftill farther— Why tiot 
produce the names of the private lift ? It 
would not be right, it* would not be delicate, 
all his feelings are alive, every nerve of his 
trembles for the honour and peace of mind of 
his penfioners j for you he has no feelings. 

If the na(nes on that lift be fuch as muft 
tommand the approbation of the public: if 
they be foch as have the moft indifputablc 
claims to the gratitude $ind liberalitjr of a 
generous nation: if there are n6 fears that 
any ftiould be found* among them v^ho bluih 
not to add to their princely fortunes fome 
miferable ftipend, drawn from the toils and 
fweatof the people; if there are none who re*, 
ceive the infamous wages of a filent vote, with* 
put the fliadow of a merit, or even a pretence 
of public fervice ; if there are none whom 
we can fufpeft to be hired to libel evfry 
friend of the people, to turn every thing 
that fhould he held facred and venerable by 

Engliftinien 
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"lEiigliihmen into ridicule^ to brand all pre^ 
tenfit>ns to patriotifm or the love of one's 
country with mockery and fcom, openly to 
att^k the mod invaluable liberties of the 
fubjedlt and tp revive, under the reign of a 
]$runfwick, the arbitrary dod:rines and high 
prerogative principles of a Stuart— if he has 
no fears of this nature, why not produce the 
M?'-^you will be undeceived^ The odium 
that was meant to be brought upon hiii im-* 
maculate adminiftration, will recoil upon 
thofe who'devife it. But he has denied it — he 
fought in the laft dyke of his power rather than 
give it up. The conclufion is felf-evident. 

But he goes oi>t-** The f urns are trifling 1 
they are beneath the attention of a great and 
wealthy nation." To what does this argu- 
ment tend ? To the giving a negative to every 
leparate article^ as it occurs in the detail^ of 
this important bufinefs, and fo elFedtually 
defeating the general reform, which is the 
obji3A of your warmeft wjfhes, and moft 
anxious expe<flations. *' The fums ar^ 
trifling." — How has he proved this ? has he 
dared to aver that thcle are the only lifts 
which ingulph the treafures of the public ? 
where is that lift, drawn up in darknefs, and 
under all the terrors of mame and gui}t, 
which is no fooner prefented, approved, and 
(lifcharged^ then it is committed to the flames^ 
4tQd th? very ^fh^$ of it Scattered abroad to 

' tht 
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thewinds, the lij8: of thofc MemlMirs of 
Parliament who, at the end of evefjr ieffion, 
receive the wages of their treachery to their 
conftituents ? where is the lift oifecretfervice 
.money ? where is the lift paid from the privy 
purfe ? are the fums to which all thefe amount 
trifling, and below the at,tention of a ^reat 
and wtaithy people ? 

Or is the amount of thefe fums the cmly 
confideration that induces you to demand a 
general reformation ? Does the abolition of 
that dangerous influence which the Minifter 
purchafes by thefe *penfions, trifling though 
they were in the great fcale of national 
expenditure, form no part of the county 
petitions? Was the fum to which Mr, 
riampden was taxed for his portion of (hip* 
money the only motive that induced him to 
relift the unconftitutional impofltion ? Wher« 
Ihould we now feek for our liberties, if that 
great man had thought as his defcendants 
think ; if he had adled on the prefent prii^ 
ciple; of his degenerate family } 



THE COUNTRY GENTLEMAN, 

April 6, 1780. 

I\ FREE conftitution has little to appre^* 
hend from the open attempts of power^ If 
the conftitution is attempted hy ^ilsiiilti it 

moftly 
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inoftly happens that the crude councils of 
precipitate violence defeat their own ends j 
and if fuch invafions on the rights of man^ 
kind are undertaken with all the previqus 
arrangement and complex apparatus of ar« 
bitraiy power, then the alarm precedes the 
danger, and the friends of liberty are found 
in a ftate of preparation : and therefore fuch 
contefts (with the intervoition of fome 
confufion) have commonly ended in the 
execution or the expulfion of the tyrant* 
The free conftitution has been known to rife 
out of the aflies of ciVil diffenfion with re* 
novated vigour j and after it is confirmed and 
fortified by the experience of its own Ifa-ength. 
it (lands upon a more fecure and confident 
foundation. ... 

I do not know whether to attribute it to the 
rood or evil fortune of this country that no 
lu^h attempts have appeared in thefe timesv 
If at the beginning of his Majefly's reign his 
advifers had thought proper to avow their 
intentions, and determined to come to a diredt 
ilTue with his people, the contefl between 
defpotifm and legal government niight have 
been long ago at an end. We might either 
coolly have argued the queftion, and fettled 
jk on the principles of reafon ; we might have 
put it to the vote, and decided the difpute by 
numbers; or, at worfl, we might have had 
jrecQwie (0 a]iiis» And aliiided by the decifion 

of. 
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of the fword* Whatever had been the event, 
we fliould have had this advantage, — ^we 
(hould have known our fitu^tion. If l^gal 
govenunent had. prevailed, the executiv* 
power would have been forced tp govern. the 
kingdom on the principles of freedom* 
England might have pofleffed in fecufity her 
celebrated conftitution, and remained a fr€^« 
a happy, and a flourifhing nation. On the 
f)(ther hand, if the peof>le had been fubdu^, 
ingenuity might have difcovered fome topics 
of confolattoQ. Every fpecies of government 
is faid tQ.po0efs fome peculiar excellence; 
and I perluade myfelf, that by length of 
time and affiduity, our Sovereign might have 
conquered, his natural affection for the rights 
of his fubjedts, ^jid accommodated his talent^s 
to an- arbitrary throne. Hi& dutiful people 
'Would then haveacquiefced in the involuntary 
poffefTioa of the few and dear-bought ad« 
vantages of flavery. 

The prefent fituation of our country repden 
il the duty of every citizen to defire, that a 
deciGon Ihould take place, which h^s beeo 
jdelayed, though I hope not precluded, by 
the peculiar circumflances of the time$. The 
ambition of the prefent day is not fuftained 
by the ftem, manly and decided chara<5ter 
which dignifies the face pf tyranny. An 
infatiable appetite for power, that hereditary 
diilemper which is never to be purged out of 
6 • thf 
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Ae blood of royalty, may lurk under the 
falfe glofs of a plump, ruddy, unfufpieious, 
unmeaning countenance. Ambiti<^n wfll vary 
\ieT conduft and her engines, as e^fily as (he 
changes her afpe<St. Thofe who have not 
courage openly to aflail, may form the hope 
of undermining the conftitution. There are 
ways' by which, without the aid of one 
fingie quality of eminence, without integrity, 
magnanimity, induftry, or capacity, by ob^ 
ferving and cultivating tlie natural corruption 
of human things, it is poffible to accomplifh 
the deftru^Slion of the nobleft fyflem of 
freedom. All the enemies to liberty have 
the fame objeft. But the filent progrefs 
of this infidious fap is attended with one 
peculiar evil ; it ftrikes at our liberty 
through the great nefs ^nd profperity of oux 
countty. 

A principle of defpotifm in the clofet, 
ftruggling with the forms of a freeconftitution, 
which it is obliged to ufe while it is endea- 
vouring to corrupt, and which it has neither 
fpirit to annihilate nor wifdom to guides — 
This repugnancy * between the component 
parts of government^ — ^This war between the 
genius and the mortal inftruments, is the true 
and only caufe of our prefent deplorable 
Situation. The calamities we have already 
fufFered by its malignant operation, are too 
fnany, asf \vell as too.evident, to enumerate. 

Misfortunes 
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Misfortunes daily accumulate j and all the 
confolation we receive from our worthy 
Miniilers, is an afTurance, that the jvtftice of 
our caufe improves, a« our fituation grows 
defperate. In the mean time Provinces are 
loil^ Juft quarrels fucceed to unjuft. Enemies 
increafe, Refources diminilh, Wifdom is a 
ilranger to our councils. Experience and 
ability are banifhed from evCTy fervice with 
the Keppels and the Howes. A fort of 
accelerating calamity has come to be the 
natural condition and habit of our afiairs. 

An ingenious mind might find an agreeable 
employment in calculating to what extraordi* 
nary velocity of decay the nation will arrive 
in a given time. But the people, whofe organs 
are too grofs to have a perfeft reli(h of thefe 
fublime and philofophical fpeculatiofis, and 
who pay all the coft of the experimenti are 
fully fatisfied with its prefent progrefs. To^ 
ipeak plain Englifti, they are weary of taxes 
impofed without {kill, and without end« 
The moment for the immediate and confti-** 
tutional interference of the people is arrived, 
when every means to avert the confequences 
of a fyftematic defign to corrupt the con- 
ftitution had been tried in vain. The people 
have at laft come forward to vindicate their 
own caufe. They have aded with fpirit and 
with prudence. They are aware that th? 
curfed and abominable principle Qf d^fpotifnri 

3 t*^« 
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)ia$ fecuted itfelf from their vengeance by a 
too elevated fituation. They look, therefore, 
for the inftrument of it. They have found the 
influence of the crown ; and in a truly con-« 
ilitutional fpirit, revering the facred charadter 
of the mafter, they feize upon the Minifter, 
and drag him to juftice. 

The work is well begun, but is not.ended^ 
^effeverance and confijiency are neceflary to 
compleat it. Let the people ren^ember, and 
let it fink deep into their minds, that the 
objeft of their meetings, their committees, 
and their aflbciations, is TO RETRENCH 
THE CORRUPT INFLUENCE OF THE 
CROWN. Let the people beware not to 
fofFer the defigns of their enemies, feconded 
by the miftaken zeal of fome of their friends, 
to wafte that energy which ought to be 
employed in an aftive profecution of the 
great, immediate, and pra<Slicable objedt, in 
idle and wordy difcuffions about ^;7^//>/i^^/^tf;f^ 
indefeajible rights^ and fuch other pompous, 
unmeaning founds— -Not to ftart fpeculative 
queftions and moot cafes for difpute fake, in 
order to divide themfelves— Not to place 
humbling blocks for the feet of their beft 
friends — Not to deceive and entrap them- 
felves by ereifling inadequate or falfe ftandards 
forjudging the friends of the conftitution. 

Upon thefe points Ifliall, perhaps, trouble 
the public, (if it is found neceflary) on fome 

future 
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future occaiion* At prefent I turn myi^U 
towards the enemy., I (hall employ theje^ 
mainder of this paper to expofe a parliameo* 
tary. artifice which has been employed ia 
obftrudinff the defires of the people. The 
minions of the court, aiTuming the charader 
of friends to the revolution endeavour to 
perfuade the people that they preferve one 
pf its inflitutions, by defending the corrupt 
influence of the Crown. 

It has hitherto been the invariable policy 
of the prefent fyilem to conceal its intentions, 
and to carry on in lilence its attacks on the 
conftitution. But the ftratagem of the prefent 
moment is to deceive us by a pretended 
affediion ; to betray us with a kifs ; and to 
ftifle us with its embraces. The Treafyiy 
Bench has of late afibrded a fcene of fome 
novelty. The good, old^ plain, iimple- 
hearted, unfufped:ing, honeft tories, ftand 
aghaft at the unufual Tallies of thofe, whofe 
fuppletory underftandintt having purchafed 
with their money, they^fteemed their own, 
and imagined entirely devoted to the caufe. 
The Scotch Advocate, with the pompous 
fwell of his barbarous didlion, chaunts torth 
the praifes of King William, and calls up 
^he ghofts of departed Dundas's to teftify his 
attachment to the Revolution. The ingenu- 
pus offspring of the difinterefted Hertford, 
rifes into an unufua^ itrain of eloquence, 

while 
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wfifile he enforces (for once •without 'hefita- 
tion) the tenets of the revolution. Even 
the Secretary at War, the faithful truftee of 
the principles and power of the Earl of Bute, 
is filled with pious horrors, left the conftitu-^ 
tion of that glorious cera fliould be abandoned 
in the reign of George the Third. There is 
ibme reawn to apprehend that the enthufiafin 
cf liberty, which in the year 1768 and 1769 
(I cannot fay warmed but inflamed Mr. 
Wedderbume) will now be quite exhaufted 
by that fury of declamation, which, to ufe 
Milton^s expreffion, ''bumsfrore, and cold 
performs the effedt of fire.'* 

The ardour of afFe<ftion with which thefe 
gentlemen opprefs the revolution, throws 
fpme fufpicion on their fincerity. What 
they fay will never obliterate the memory of 
what they moere. The people of England 
are not to be taught to love the revolution, 
and to defend its inftitutions by its new con- 
verts from the other fide of the Tweed, or 
the other fide of the water. We know the 
true value of the revolution; but we ftiould 
pay a poor compliment to thofe great cha- 
racters who have bought with their blood 
the rights which we enjoy, if we defpifed 
and rejected the principles on which they 
atfted : if we facrificed to their inftitutions, 
6r to any inftitutions, thofe maximis in which 
eonfift the life and. fpirit of freedom. In 

all 
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all conftitutronal queftions let us conrult the 
pradlice of thofe very men. They left the 
<!onftitution in form and fliape^ as it flood 
before them: they propped the old walls; 
-where time and negleft had bent the moul- 
dered fides into decay — they let fall the 
plummet and reflored the original perpen- 
dicular. But quitting the allufion, I fhall 
only obferve, that of pofitive inflitution they 
added little, becaufe they knew and defpifed 
the corruptible nature of all human inflitu- 
tionsu But they introduced, or at leafl thcjr 
revived in the conftitution a principle which, 
with proper attention, will keep it for ever 
alive. They taught to the world, a great, 
and to all kings a terrible, and to us their 
poflerity in particular, this ufeful leflbn; 
^— that government is hot made for the fiaike 
of preferving its own forms j-^that it is not 
made to be the infhxiinent of caprice, am- 
bition, vanity, crueltv, treachery, and all 
the other vices into wnich certain fituations 
will coUeft and fofler every particle of depra-« 
vity which exifls in the human breail ; but 
that all go^'emment was inflituted, folely, 
for the happinefs and profperity of mankind « 
They inflru(5ted us as a duty, and a moral 
obligation, not to fufFer a divine inflitution^ 
to be perverted into an inflrument of mifery 
and flavery. They confirmed the whole by 
an example-^not bloody as in the furious 

and 
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•ud fanatical days' of Charles; zealous, yet 
wife; temperate, yet efFe<ftive. They Tent 
bim to fiipplicate at the feet of his enemies ; 
a toyal fugitive to wander through the courts 
of Europe m mifery and contempt. That 
example is not held out to us as an objeft 
of imitation; God forbid ! It was intended, 
and I hrfpe it will anfwer its end, to eftablifib 
in the conftitution, what cannot be obtained 
by any inflitution^, an effedtive and durable 
principle of frefedom. 

. If the influence of the Crown, pervading 
and corrupting every department of the ftate, 
>s {\x&tTea to render parliament, minifters, 
army, navy, revenues, lives, liberties, and 
every thing that is near and dear to us, 
fubfervient to the abfolute will and caprice of 
one man, tbe prifidifJe of freedom is forgot, 
aftd the revolution isfunckmeiitallyfubverted. 

It is perpetually dinned in our ears, Yoil 
muft not contrad: the influence of the Crown,- 
becaufe the Revolution created it. I -will 
not endeavour to interrupt the ingenioud 
advocates of the court fyfteni in their attemptsf 
to perfuade us, that the oppreffidn of the cay 
is to be borne, becaufe at fbme Other time, 
sind ift fome other circumftance, it was riot* 
lelt as an oppreflionr Men^ will *hrow off irf 
the dog-days thofe fuperfluous and cumbrous^ 
cloaks. Which were no more than fuiScient to 
inaintain the vital heat in another fcAfoii of 

VOL. Ill, G the 
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the yeaf. But I leave thefe gentlemen to 
kick againft the pricks, and to arglie doU^n 
the univerfal fenfe and feelings of maiikintl. 
I fpeak to the enlightened confcienceg of the 
llVhigs of England ,• and I tell them, that if 
corrupt influence is indeed a creatureiof the 
revolution, and if it thwarts the purpofes of 
the revolution, the way to worihip w revo- 
lution ife to deftroy the influence. ->. 

. There is a natural imperfection, ►ahd^in- 
ciple of decay woven into -the texture <5f man, 
and all his works. He who fows; the corn, 
ibws the tares along with it. But (haH w^ 
fuflFer the noxious weed to ftifle the Whole- 
fome plant, becaufe the fame hand fowed 
them both? — We ihall fliow^ true veneration 
for our patriot anceftprs,. by relpefting in 
them what they refpe^ed in themfelves. 
They placed but little confidence in inilitu- 
tions :. let lis do the fame. They cultivated 
a principle of freedom : let us do the falfne. 
Let us teftify our obligations, not by a bhxtd 
and fuperftitious adoration of their ufdlefs 
reliques ; of their mortal, periihable, corrup- 
tible, and imperfedt parts ; but b^ iiifuiing 
into all our thoughts and adions jthoTe -en- 
Jarged and liberal ideas, which fomv ihe 
incorruptible eiTeoce and immortal fottl df 
the Revolution. : . . vv- :. 

While our anceftors were refifting pt^ira- 
gative with the fam^ fpirit that w^^toj^pdrfe 

- - to 
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to inflMtf>c6i we may he fufc th^t the coiirtierg 
of th^^t 4^7' defended, their abufes by .the 
example (ff fame jgreat charader,. ftom whofe 
Jband prerogative received its prigin, a^ well 
ias its increafe* The RufleU, the Dpvon« 
(hires, the Lockes, the Somers*s, and the 
Godolphins, then anfwewd. . We hpOQur 
the wifdom of thofe patriotic IcgillatQrs, 
who fupported, in feudal tim^s, a principle 
coi;igenial to the feudal fyftem* They en- 
couraged prejudices, perhaps not more than 
neceflary.tp foften the fury of barbarous ages. 
It was parhaps impofTible, at that t^rpci to 
keep iociety together, without furrouading 
the throne with the myfterious uncertainty of 
an imdefined and undefinable prerogative. 
The reafoas of thefe inftitutions are looig 
iince gbne : let the inftitutions periih with 
them. 

' 'As refpeftable names as thofe to whom we 
owe the revolution, at this day, will anfwer 
-^Though our anceftors were well aware of 
the unconftitutional tendency of the infTuence 
of the crown, they were obliged to avail 
themfelvesH.of the- interefted difpofition of 
maQjkJLO)i,Jn order to maintain the revolution. 
Af^reifft King^ and an. unfettled goverrmient^ 
"compelled them . to becomp the fupporters of- 
a corrupt influence, for whofe e^ctirpation 
tbfy^ reltj^d oa the .virtue of their poftcrity. 
.ilqd i&^i;Wef who have the jbiappinefs to 
;i *' Q % enjoy 
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enjoy the bleflings of the prefent reign^ 
Infulfa 3crveereijgti, who,' hm md^rfd^^apgfi 
tiff gl^Mi in tbi name of Briton^ and who 
£t9 enthroned in thea&^^ions of his fubjeds, 
fay an injurious fuppofition, that fuch bafe» 
extrinfic aids ^re in the leaft nec^efTary to fup*. 
port Irts government. I hope the repofe of 
oixt SoveVeigA. ia not difturbed by any fuch 
reflexions. If it is, I offer that great per- 
iSnagcmy hutnble recommendation, to relieve 
his roya^tnihd from the anxious cares which 
ot)lbru6fc the free operation^ of his patriotifm, 
ift the contemplation of this undouoted tmth t 
-^Tkit tkrt ^11 tli^ honours, and all the bribes 
eif a prbdig^ad court ; that not all the douceurs 
MJt Ui the eftabliihments, which the ptoiific 
a^ufes of fucceffive ages have accumulated ^ 
that not all the fums, with which his dutiful 
Commons have ovcr-flrained their own vena- 
Ifty, to inftate his treafuries, are of power-to 
ext^A from the hearts of his loving fubieds 
one prayey more, for a long continuance of 
that glorious, order and feries of happy years » 
which hai followed his afcenfion to the 
throhe.of his anceftors, and with which a 
new iscra has begun tatake its courfe in- the 
hlftory of the Britifh nation. . 






THE 
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THE COUNTRY €PBNTLE»^AcNi."-'^ 



To Lord N-r-— H*. ,' 

MY LORD, Apri/ 10^ yjSiOr 

.RE you to be told that the ^peotant 
vote of the Houfe of Commons {pf^ri/ ^,) 
which acknowledged fie increufed ani^ in^^ 
creafing influence of the Crown w»s. the fea» 
tence of ^yonx final condemnation, l^uqh iftrt 
it confidered within doors, as fijch w;^s k 
receivpd, in all the extravagance of joy:anfl 
mutual congratulation by the people at largj^^ 
It acknowledged that nonv^ at thi$ advanced 
period of your adminiftration, it was necejfary^ 
for the falvation of this country ; necejarv fgi 
the prefervation of all thatypur councils have 
left of the empire; necejary (or the prptei^iQi^ 
of our rights and privileges ; necejfary for the 
very exiftence of our conftitution, to declare 
to the people that the accufatiQQ they had 
brought againft your fyftem of government 
was juft and well-founded; — that the in- 
fluence of the Crown had nwL\ under your 
actual and immediate aufpices, encreafed t9 
fuch an alarming height, as to require an 
immediate and effedtual check — fuch a check 
a^j^hf" petitions of one hundred (houfand 
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freeholders, lying upon the table, fupplicatcd 
at the hands of their reprefentatives. 

We are now authentically put in pofleflion 
' of the mighty fecret by - which you have 
fucceeded for a feries of years paft in defeat- 
ing every faliitary attempt to refcue this 
country from ruin. The caufe is confejjed 
tliathas enabled you to enforce the deftruftive 
meafures by which you have brought us to 
ouf pr6f6at difgraceful and defperate ftate. 
Jf Parliament have fervilely acquiefced in all 
th6 rafh and impolitic councils which you 
propofed to their confideration, previous to 
fhie American war, and which drove th^ 
colonifts to arms — if they have betrayed the 
truff repofcd in them by their conffituents, 
ind given their fan(5lion to the frantic fchemes 
py which you have hitherto conduced that 
tmnatiiral contell 5 if, in oppofition to ' the 
frtiny acknowledged proofs of your duplicity 
and orea'ch' of faith, to the repeated confejjions: 
of "Jour ignorance, and want of foreught, 
6f information, of becoming diffidence and 
caiition m truftmg to the profeflions of our 
ancient and natural enemies, they have, con- 
ftantiy profelTed to place an implicit confi- 
dence in all your aflertions ; if they faw that 
your whole ftudy, your whole bufinefs in 
Parliament, was to make daily apologies for 
daily errors, daily to defend your condtidl 
againft the attacks which tKe accumulated 
• 6 " lofles 
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Joflcs and defeats .th\t iav^riably difgraced 
all your plans of operation^ daily }Drougl)t 
upon you from the friends of the fonftitution 
and ftate, and yet voted that the governmeijt 
could not be placed in better hands ; if they 
continued Xo lavifh. the public trpafures in 
fatisfying your unbounded ex^tortions^ w>thr 
out requiring either meafure or account } if 
they fet their faces againft eyery attempt to 
examine into, the public expenditure, and 
fcouted every, information that could lead (9 
^ detedlion of ypw criminal prodigality, 
Dotwithftanding the damning proofs that 
were repeatedly laid before thern j if thef<f 
and other numberlefs inftances of -their 
tamenefs And acquiefcence hive fo long ftruck 
the public with aflonifhment and indignation^ 
wc are now, froxti their own ^onfejjiofi^ fatjs- 
$ed of the caufe. They have acknowledged 
the powerful charm by which you contrived 
to laicinate their underftandings, to. blind 
their judgmeats, and to blunt their feelings.- 
For this acknowledgment the public, giver 
theria credit. They receiye the atonement 
as far; as it .goes;, they accept froip their 
bands the fcape-goat thaf is prefented to 
thfsm for expiation, and are content .that you 
alo):^ ihatl bear all jtheir fins and offences on 
youjr, devoted hegd. 

Tbe Houfe of Commons have taken part 

.WiUh.,the peoplo againft you; even your 

. ' very- 
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very lif^->gliairds, the creatures of yvrnicotA 
fuptibni who owe their, exiftenice to your 
prodi^Ury». waver in tUeifattaGhment. .Tiie^r 
(ftft many a longing look towards^ tbeoflufid# 
jyrd> of yoUi" enemies. The- freehoddeia o£ 
England anticipated the fentence of nhsag 
rtfpxefentaftives > they dtdated the veryexpref- 
ions th»t' have been adopted to ^Agma&im 
yoiur.adminiftration: and yet you hope thatf 
you (hall efcape unpimilhed f not. onty hono 
|o. efcape unpuniihedt but you brazen* ttnr 
public^ in all the fecurity of office ; truiledy 
carefled, employed by your Soveresgn, as his 
eonfidential fervaht, and admitted ifitoo:ai 
eld^er intimacy , and a higher d^ree: c£ 
lEivoiur^ from - tke gennal deteftatioa. tdnot 
purfues yo0. • . .j :.» :: 

Bewar:!ei» my Lord^ i have dnte- befortt 
kinted to you in the cowfe of thcfe letteca^ 
fbat your hopes of ftipport from the throne 
muft terbiinate in diiappointmene ; as Joo^i 
as tbere appears a determination- in dberoyath 
tmailto ke^p you in office at all events, you; 
igill not fail to find numbers to join youjupow 
^ueflipns that do not notoriouily daih with, 
tfhe petitions of the people. But it is tho. 
advice of fcripture — ** Put not your truit^in ^ 
Princes^'* Can you flatter yourfelf thaityoBf: 
gracipuj -mafter will rifque*— I trembfe tor» 
ifne^tionr what he muflf rifque-r^in takiugj.sli 
decided' part againft. ht$ fubjeds iRritii;>|fi 

Minifter 
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Minifterwliom thejr execrate, find a gdvcmtf 
nent whick they abk^or? Can y^ou ^ttior 
jpourfelf that he will obAinotieiy ]>^fev«m 
mxfsato the laft ftake, in a;^ontefti«u which 
ke has^ernjr thni^ to lo(e; and nothAttg to 

- . The' vote of kft Thurfday {-i^^^ 6) /rhoold . 
atlMigth ooen bi$ eye8; it -imuld convince 
^kim howiAeifedtoal: that pcMaep^ whick ha 
b«s been advifed to.eftalEiiid) iny fy^effi finctf 
the very commencement of his reign^ mull . 
ever 'ptove ugainft the ikc1»red fentinnents 
aid .peffdnptory demaads of ^hitr (ab)iA»i 
He: ihoidd Jeam from iff -which -vokethtt 
seprefen^tive^ of this coancry muft» in: tbe 
kng run, be forced to obMt ; the voice of 
thdr conilituentSi or that ot the chief ma^^ 
ifarate^ when their, interdfts^ ' aart unibmmately 
pkced in competition. * 
. The experience of that day, and temper of 
the prefent momem, (hould teach him rh« 
fallacy of that maxim which he ha^ fo long 
heard inculcated to him, ^^ that it is na matte f 
vdwis Miniftet: let him but €hwfe one, and 
jt is of Mttle^ CMfequence m^bethef the creature' 
rf his chaise haw a^y connexions with thi 
Jlentiments and ofitMns of the people ^ of not^ 
By continuing, you in office ifter the refult 
of 'Fhuffdiy's deba««, his fobjedtg fuif)ea: 
diac heimesuis to come to ilTu^ ^m.^ them 
tipoA that alarming ^ue^ioA^. ^ Yo«il a^p^il^^ 
ance 
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ance in the. Houfe.of Commons flrilJL cptruftcd 
t$ fird: Minifber, gives jeaiouiies that tixii 
unconftitutional noaxinlis^ at. this very hovuc^ 
upon .trial, 'Would to God .hd oriay refled 
'in tinae that it« truth or flattery: nia3r,be.£riallj[ 
determined, not by cabinet whifpcrs, rfotib^ 
courtly dpdtritieSi nM by* (hd cunning. iiiig- 
geftions.of flj^tteriers and- fy^cophaiats^ ^^^ 
the feelings^ but by the inflate con vii^Uon and 
fpontaneojus detfrmiUatioctt oF; an rin&ltcd 
people^ ; 1 ;.:• : .. ... ./ . • 

I .At their honeft tribunal your Scottiik|adyocp 
c^e will find but little credit for hi$ jpattsiMt 
phyikal diftin^tioes. He will gain but few 
pwfelyt^s.biy hi$jquibbles. between qjufftions 
of fa<3, and queftions, that, from their ^pa-t 
ilrud:ion* imf, be confid*r?d as.abftraiftiWid 
undefia^. -N© wat;of words, no jht^^gi 
bribing there y his fophiftry jWiU .be.as uoto? 
'telligible to .the .underft»ndi«g5. of .Eng^ifli 
.freeholders, as his barbarous; accents, would 
be harih and grating to their cars^ It is fomr 
tc^nfoJatioo to them, my Lord, . to hear, that 
the only imxx yN\\f^ Jieps ftxnh to defend your 
caufe muft employ, another language, befides 
the Englifh, to defend it, and that his terma 
9fe as foreign to the idioni. of our. native 
tongue, as his tenets are to our confUtutixui. 
But perhaps your Lordlhip's great ;h<5{)e is 
founded in another favourite niaxim of , ycwr 
ladnuoiilratiQn; t<;> divide the pepplej tpfet 
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rtic'tiatibiial party -at r variance' Hvith itfelfi 
You flatter yourfelf that appearances juftify 
this hope. The promoters of the petitions 
began by attacking your adminrftration • they 
now begin to be divided among themfelves, 
axxdare proceeding rapidly to open oppofitiom 
Here again I will venture to affure your 
Lordihip, that you will find yourfelf deceived 
inyour expeflationS. However the friends 
of the confliitutiori may differ in fpeculatrve 
opinions as to the modes of reformation, they 
are all perfectly agreed as to the necejjity of a 
reformation — of an immediate, effeiiUial re* 
formation, extending to all our grievances, 
ipompetent to the ciire of all our difquietudes, 
, In this one ejjential point the views of all 
center. And furely, my Lord, you have 
reafon to tremble at the procefs of their efforts 
to akain that point 1 They have begun by 
iiifcovering the fource of the evil — They hkve 
authenticated it by the voice of Parliament— ^^ 
They have fat down before it, and will (lick 
to it till they have removed it effect ually» 
• — ^The corrupt influence of the 
Crown now acknowledged to hctve worked 
its way into every department of the State^ 
into every corner and cranny of the kingdom, 
was the primary objedl of all their meetings—- 
jtisAilltnechief objeft of all their aflbciations. 
f^o artifice, no cunning of their enerrtles can 
riiftrad their attention till that influence fhalr ' 

receive 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



98 A'PPE^NDIX* 

ttxmtt Ml ^cdual, permanent chccfc^-i.r ix t 

THE ©OVBltllMENT T»HAT HA« SW'tTLLttl 
ir9 8O0RCE, AND BKCRIiASEb ITS 'CHANi 
UBi;S iPO THEIR' PRESENT DESTRUCTIVE 
DIMENSIONS AND EXTENT SHALL »B 
FIRST REFORMED, AND ITS MEWfBERt 
Jt£MOVED« 



THE COUNTRY GENTLEMAN. 
To Lord North. 



Ti 



MY lord, j4j>n7A$f lyOb. 

HE table of the Houfe of Commoris ha« 
prefented, for fome days paft, a fpecflacle 
that cannot fail of being grateful to every 
Englilhman. At length, we fee it purifieci, 
and reftored to the pious ufes to \vhi?h it 
was originally confecrated. It is become once 
more THE ALTAR OF THE PEOPLE. 
Piled with their facred inftrudions, their 
Minifters look up to it as to the (hrine from 
which we all expedt our falvation.' They 
attend to them with awe, with veneration, 
with deference; and, animated by their 
infpirmg voice, are ftrenuoufly demoTiftifng 
the idolatrou's proves, and polluted temples, 
which concealed the accurfed rites that' have 
drawn upon us dhe wrath of Heaven . / 
Still> nowever, you continue to hold your 

feat 
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fcat^^t^e 'FteftTufy-^Benchi; ftill yoixtfpsM 
(l^teVmk^fi to brave and fet at defiance th« 
, i;xvajbating ^eal of yow conftant. oppcmentsi 
no lefs than the repentant virtue of your 
f9rmer ai&ciates« 

Your friends make this their boaft $ all 
good men fear it, and tremble at the xonfe*^ 
quences. The people are infoiently told, that 
they muft not think their triumph complete. 
Thcy^nay pull down the temple or Corruption ; 
but the high-prieft bids them defiance. Not 
a hair of your head (hall be touched. We 
fliall carry what queftions wepleafe, provided 
we iceep clear of every dired: attack on your 
facredperfon. — Atrox inpIeUm^et impla€^Us^ 
pleheiorum^ magijtratuum jus Ixbimet artifgas^ 
n€cSACROSANCrUMtet€du6itaseffer€. If 
once we venture upon that daring attack, we 
(hall find how vain "are all our hopes of fuccefs. 
We fhall fee what numbers of thofe, in 
whofe ailiftance we place our reliance, will 
abandon us, and croud to your fupport. 

Thofe fanguine friends of your Lordfhip 
hive already proved falfe prophets. In thii^: 
inftance, alfo, I will venture to {^ my poor 
power of divination in oppofition to theirs** 
I haver better (igns to aqgur from than felfifh 
hopes .and . interefted wifhes. I havie the 
hohoui-, the feelings, the fenfo of fliarae, fa^ 
thfe pride of cpnfillency in the' two hu;ndred 
and thircy-three members w&o £de4.>f ith^h» 

people 
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people agatnft you on fhe 6th of thia month. 
Is them, a man of that number whp ctin have 
the face to fupport you after the vote of tfait 
day? . 

How ftand they pledged as gentlemen, as 
members bf parliament ? They .have acknow- 
Jed^ed that now^ under your a^ual direcftiqn 
and immediate aufpices, the corrupt influenoe 
of the crown has encreafed to fo alarming 
a heig|;it as to require an immediate and 
effeftuai check. With what face, then, can 
they fupport the minifter who, under the 
preiTureof that vote, mud ftand condemned 
of havmg fquandered the public treafures, 
and plundered the people in acquiring and 
difFufing that influence ? 

Is there upon record a fingleinftance of fo 
flagitious a charge being brought home to any 
adminiftration, of fo ignominious a fenXence 
being paffed upon any minifter in all the 
annals of our hiftory ? And can the meo who 
confirmed that charge, and pronounced that 
Sentence againft the fyftem of your adminif- 
tration, be the men to iupport you in office ? 

But fhould we be deceived in the good 
opinion we have formed of thern — Should 
they refufe to honour that credit which the 
public has thus generoufly given them for 
their late proceedings, ftill, my Lord, we 
are far from relinquiuingour hopes of ruccef&. 
The bitter confequences of a temporary jaiad 

fallacious 
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iallaeiods triumph muft, in thejefult^ pro^ 
your ' Lordftiip's portion. They can ne^^r 
tali OTir the friends of this country^ - Thb 

1)BTERMINED VIRTUE OP THE PEOPLE 

afferting their OWN cause is our sheet 
ANCHOR. To their fpirited interference wa 
are indebted for the concefiions that, have 
heert already made, and for the formal coii^ 
feflSon ©f the .great; evil againffc which they 
framed their complaints. To that interference 
ifrp exped: to be indebted for the redrefs of 
that- evil, and for the removal of the .wicked 
Miniilers, under whofe management it hath 
arifen to its prefent alarming excefs. 
> In fimilar ftruggles between the fpirit of 
the conftitution, and the profligacy of the 
court, that interference never failed of fuccefs. 
It has fometimes reached beyond the facriiice 
of Minifters. It has forced its way in blood 
to the throne. Left to your own councils ; 
indulged in tha full profecution of that 
fyftem, which from your continuance in office, 
we have but too juft reafon to fufoedl, is now 
profeffedly adopted in a quarter, from whenoe 
«/p;3iirr you derive your fuppbrt, fhere is- littk 
doubt but you would (hOrtly .tenew i that 
tragical fcene, with all it& concomitant 
horrors. But here again our. gneat hope is in 
the determined virtue of the pec^le. • Their 
Irtanly pbrfevierance in thelc^al« cpni^itutionajt/ 
and peaceful ilrugglejth^ihaue^coiaiaenMdK 
',.v , - - ^ will 
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will prQ^ ocrr (iireft, fAfeguardl «g«ilift 4m 
pernicious coDfequenced ofyour nfhimpoliltie 
counciU, and or the fatal pfedikftnn tMt 
ieems cUMimiaed to pit you agtinft the 
peopl^* ^ 

Tkh |(hall be our only armour ^ i^ftnen^ 
and \% it,< my Lord, in the ilative indoknce, 
weaknefs; And inoonfiflency of your chan&cr* 
is it va the recorded cowardice of a G^-^c* 

in the ignorance and im^becility of a H» h t 

in the craft and timid fubtlety of a M«*»<*^hI^ 
in the luxurious, debilitated profligacy of a 
S ■ h^ or in the concealed mallckinatiocis»« 
^ and lurking aiTadin-Iike plottings of a B^-«e, 
to reduce us to circumftances that coukl foroe^ 
us from our moderation, or drive is. into; 
excefTes fubverfive of our internal ^etwid 
happincfs ? 



THE COUNTRY GENTLEMAl^/ . 

May a, 1780. '"' 

I' ''' \ 
T ia not furpriiing, that the iitaatioirAof- 

this country, and the rapid pronefs of lour 

domeilic diiTeniions^ ihould fpread* fbeh 

tmiverial terror and apprehenfion throii||hi»fa 

lho»^ kingdom. A tearful expectation ?of 

Jwmediate, impending evils is univepfiiUy 

gone ahtoad^ and um^ begin to prepare itheit 

mindi 
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itillids^/to'indrt them ifi^ t^ir, vroilt 'firms: 
i^ufyifdaas:' tf the defpbtic intentioiiir of 
M'mi^tski »e evwy hdiif giving vtiy tajirodfs • 
What'. wis yefterdayl.fa^mife becdittes- this' 
day certainty. We can no longer fbfece' 
ourtelyes wiih*€ttft thfe^nk?gative coirfolatlon 
of timbcing the tlanget^ with Hvhich 'w^e are' 
tbnsttened* * From cmrert wiks, ^and focret 
ittftcHiiiations, the enemies of the cohflitufioti 
h:ive^ -pmcffeded to'the moft daring aAs of 
a«ow^h(jftiIity. They fcorn the Kttle w« 
o£ amba£h, undermining and itratagem, to 
which they have hitherto confined themdfelves*.. 
They feel themfelves in force to meet lis on 
mir ftrongeft ground, and confident of their 
powers, ieenr determined to cut off all hopes 
of aecoromodation, by infufing into the 
quarrel, \>etween king and people, all the^ 
poifonous fermenting mixtures of infult, 
4:ontempt, and mockery. 

The oveach widens every hour. Obftinacy 

on one fide f wells in proportion to juft 

refentment qn the other. Rafli, precipitate, 

imperious, arbitrary Counfellors, regardleff 

of the fatal examples of icttrkT' times/ 

unmindful of therecent calamities they- have 

themfelves i by a firnilar condud, entoiierf 

^iqpon'their country, furroimd the thtohe, anti 

ihxa uf every avenue to experience, wifdom,' - 

thod^mtgim^ felf-intereft, decency. • 

. i The prayeis of the i people ^d^th^ wdyj 

,'atoiii«uii. H into 
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into Parliament only to provoke additional 
moriifications and infiilts . Their coniplaints 
are admitted to be juft and welKfounded 
only to be denied redrefs. Their petitions 
are fnatched from the hands of the honeft 
members who introduced, cheriflied, and 
fupported them, and are infolently taken up, 
under pretence of complying with their 
objedl, by a fet of men \vho have repeatedly 
fpurned and contemned them as fa<Stious, and 
the bafe fpawn of fedition. No meafures 
originating from the friends to thepetitioners, 
however adequate to their obje<ft, or confonant 
to oiirwifhes, muft ever hope for fuccefs. 
.They alarm the integrity^ they (hock thf 
patriotifm and public fpirit of government^ 
Minifters, in their great 'love for the- people^ 
appropriate to themfelves the care of leflening 
the miferies they have brought upon us, and 
expedt that we (hall reft contented with the 
alTunlnces they have condefcended to give. us, 
that fomething may yet be done to afford us 
content. North takes the place of the Burkes 
and the Dunnings. The Sicilians rauft look 
for redrefs to Verres. 

rBy whom, then, are our prayers henee- 
tforth to be attended to ? By thofe who fcom 
ihe firft have reprobated tJ-iem as the dilates 
ofcparty and fattion. By whom are .our 
grievances henceforth to- be redreffed ? ' By 
therfe who have contended, and who. Hill 
%.. . contend, 
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contend, that they only exift in th^ diftem- 
pered vifions^. and frantic ravi'ngs of popular 
madnefs. Who is to enquire henceforth inta 
the public expenditure ? Who is to corredt the 
<?rying abufes and enormities that have impo- 
vcrifhed.the State ? The very men who ftand 
accufed of thefe etiormities, and upon whom 
they have been proved by irrefragable teftimo*' 
nies . Who are henceforth to abolifli the finecure 
places, unmerited penfions, and exorbitant 
emoluments of office which abforb the public 
treafures, and ^embezzle the funds that 
ftiould be appropriated to the exigencies of 
the war? The very men who enjoy thofe 
^places and penfions, and who fatten on the 
ipoils drained from the confined, crippled, 
axhaufted induftry of the people. Who is to 
jceftrain the corrupt influence of the crown, 
to which we *owe all our fufferings ?• Who 
18 to prevent the ruin with which the Very 
diiiflence of the empire is threatened from its 
acknowledged increafe? The men who have 
proved themfelves themoft abject flaves, the 
very vileft drudges of that influence; who by 
their confiftency in venality and corruption 
have oppofed the public convid:ion, and 
denied its exiftence, or who by their baf^^; 
treacherous, difgraceful * tergiver/ation, by 
'their breach of public faith/ and the facrifice 
<Jf every thing that is held facred or binding- 
irt\ fociety, have proved its baneful power 
' ; ^ - HZ beyond 
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bcyonrf all former proflitution, beyond cvcil 
the memorable vote that conifeiTes their re- 
corded infamy. 

Thefe are the men to whom we muft now 
look up for redi^fs. In their hands alone is 
our faiety, our happinefs, our redemption* 
Their word is the breath of our exiftence. 
Their will is our fate. No other interference, 
or interceflion, can avail us. No virtue, no 
abilities, no integrity, no independence, tio 
confidence on our fide, no fidelity on the part 
of our approved and entrufted friends. This^ 
Would be idolatry againft thofe gods of go- 
vernment. An invocation of the martyrs and 
confeflbrs of liberty, againft which they 
point all the thunders of the cabinet*. 

If this folemn mockery on our under- 
ftanding,' this outrage on our beft feelings, 
could receive any aggravation; it would be 
from the circumftances that attended this 
triumph of the Minifter over the people of 
■^England. He chofe the brighteft moment of 
our hope^, he availed himfelf of the vcrr 
vote of the 6th of April, to imprefs us wkn 
proper fentimcnts of the ftrengtb and power 
of the Crown, and of the flavery to which 
be meant to make us bend our neck^«. 

♦' Thii appearance of fometbiiig popifh Jfttht pwi- 
ceedKngB of .tbe pctitbneis I^as aI<i^nK4 tho Q^h^ppx^ 9^ 

ihe Proteftant. Aliociation, and Is faid to be the coitfc of Jui 
jkfeftion to the Vlinifter. * 

Our 
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Out complaints had that night begQj^c^ 
Icnowkdged to be juft and well Iquaideci. 
Our reprefentati ves confeffed that tKe Ipfluence 
of the crowp'had increafed to th? extent and 
idanger wehadreprefented, and that, it called 
»loud for that immediate and efFedtUal ;i:heclf 
which was the objedl of our petitions. The 
expectations we conceived from this appear*- 
ance of the returning integrity of Parliament, 
were confirmed by repeated votes of the 
Houfe. With the moll unfufpecting con* 
^donce^ the counties began immediately to 
affume a milder tone. They withheld thev 
^ifociationSyand adopted lefsrefolute m^eafures^ 
in the certainty of procuring redrefs from 
the faithful guardians of their freedom ajcu^ 
pofleffion?. 

But a fingle day convinced them that all 
this was mockery, collufion, the blacked 
confirmation of all their fufpicions, a hope- 
lefs aifurance that all expectations from any 
power. but their own muft end in difappoinfc-? 
pent. The Minifter entered his VETO 
againft all further proceedings in their favour, 
jjind neither the fenfe of duty, the pride of 
confiftency, the calls of honour, the , up- 
braidings of confcience, nor the remembi;a^cje 
pf the faith they had folemnly pledged to 
thpir cQoftituents, to one another, ea?:h of 
them itidividually tqhimfelf could infla*nce 

' : th? 
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the apoftates from the majority of i^^ to 
give it oppofition. 

* The infamy was not confined to the Lower 
Houfe. Orders were iffued to the Lords 
to affift in this fcandalous attack on th« 
conftitution, which it was the pride of their 
birth-right, and the boaft of their independence 
to maintain in its proper balance and proi- 
portion. A majority was found among them 
bafe enough to .make atonement to the King^s 
friends for the momentary virtue of the other 
Aflembly. They con 1 en ted to bear the 
odium of with-holding from the people that 
redrefs with which their own reprefentatives 
had confented to gratify them, and by that 
denial held themlelves up to the contempt 
and fcorn of the world as flaves purchafed 
fcy the treafures of their country ta fupport 
that influence againft which their country had 
xonftituted them guardians by inheritance. 

Thus are the people reduced at once to 
^abfolute defperation. Every tongue that 
could plead for them is filenced. Every 
friendly hand that could refcue them from 
deftrudlion is fettered and difarmed ; they are 
• told that they have no refource under Heaven 
in vvhich they can truft, except thtge^^to/ity 
and candour of their profeffed enemies. If 
they look to their reprefentatives, thejr meet 
with mockery and infult. From their here- 
ditary guardians they have ftill lefs to hope, 

• They 
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;^4i'ey'lRfidthetofelyes in the deplof^ble ftafe 
'pf their- oppreffed anceftors, the Barbarians 
drive them to the fea, the fea forces 
them back upon the Barbarians. The 
fetvants of the crown make a fpedtacle of 
their diftreffes. They taunt while they 
crucify them, *• ye have trufted in others, 
•can they fave you?** And then, in all tlie 
fuifome flrains of Court adulation, call upon 
fhem to truft to the patriotifm, to the love for 
*his people, to the anxiety for their welfare 
andhappinefs, to the feeling for their dif- 
treffes, to the willingnefs he has at all times 
tefl^ified to receive their complaints, and. 
redrefs their grievances that diftinguifli their 
amiable Sovereign, at the very inftant that 
they ftretch all his authority and influence to 
the utmojft, in oppofing their wil^es, and 
violating their rights. 

From thefe oonfiderations, which naturally 
iiiggeft themfelves on a review of the fads 
-that have taken place within this laft month, 
the well affed:ed to the peace of this country 
find reafon to form the moft alarming appre- 
hetifions ; on one fide they fee an obftinate 
invincible determination in the Court to 
■eftablifli iheit- fyftem, at all hazards, on the 
fufferings of the people ; on the other they 
fee the ancient fpirit of the nation roi^fing 
itfelf, (lowly . indeed, and caut-ioufly^ but 
with afteady refolutionand deliberate purpofe, 

infinitely 
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jtif^a^fi^' .more icrmidable than die oiof^ 
^yjo^ . ftarts of fudjjen ^isMi momentaiy 

^ ; A comparifon between the prefet>t. ginl 
Jpjpai^^*4^s, aitd the recent tranfa(^tioi»s o£ 
;Our owft peripdt ferve to encreafe thofis fears » 
,The MinijfteriaJ advocates need npt take {wix 
' .pains in, their fpeeches to remind U9 of the 
CQnaniencement of our civil diflenfions in the 
xeigaof the obflinate and infatuated Charles. 
Their own conduct fets thofe unhappy tim?) 
Jn p]K)fpe(^ before us in colours infinitely 
,xnore forcible, and of a blacker hue than all 
the 4?Jf<3riptive eloquence of their new prp^ 
felyies, or their hoary veterans. They have 
.hitherto reprefented the bloody fcene at a 
diftance. The fifth %Qi promifes tq bring; 
.our Qwn mangled rights on the ftage» snd tq 
clofe the tragedy. 

I am not one of thofe who prefume to fit 
in the throne of Providence, and account for 
his decrees. I do not dare to fpecify his 
punilhiments, or pronounce his vifitations.to 
be the confequences of particular onmes* 
But if ever he inflidled national calamities 
as a judgment on national violence . acid 
injuftice^ he now threaten* to bring the curii& 
to our doors. AMERICA had loo^ patir 
ently borne the grievances with' whrch Ihe 
was opprcffed. Not all the tyrannitel elTay^ 
of the *hpii newly, eftabliflxed iy&tm of 

defpotifpj^ 
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4<lf)oti^^ could force liir it^'excefks'd^ 
,^knji&imr4^f her allegiance. 4fter* a W&rtyr- 
dom of years, ftie at length vi^fMired^ fy 
]Q>eak ber grievances: Ike bcfttoitied h.ef 
CQodudt on the principles of the ccHiftkiitioQ« 
i^ft pitiihntd in all the humble forms of 
loyalty and afFeftionate obedience : (he only 
daimed tlie acknowledged rights of Britifh 
freemen: fljetoo Received a parti&l liearing. 
An extorted enquiry was made into the 
grounds of her complaints ; witnefles were 
galled to the bxr of Parliament to prove the 
juftice of her prayers — ^but the vyhole ended 
tben^ as now in mockery and infult. Her com- 
plaints were rejected with contumely; her 
grievances were doubled. She was driven 
to make h^ appeal to the Supreme Lawgiver, 
.and to bve her bofom to the fword, and her 
head to the fcalping knife, in defence of her 
rights^ It is the boaft and plea of the 
J^liniflkcr,^ that this^ war on the liberties of our 
.'fello>jr-fubje<5ls was a popular war. The 
tfppofition who reprobated it was an unpopular 
^ppolition. It had 'the fandtion of the Coun- 
py GefitJifAin^ it had the voice of the people. 
'If 1 he -be authorifed to make this boaft, — if 
the> EngUfli nation be party in his caufe, I 
hts^ ^jl to add the obfervation of the poet, 
^^fifi^iiex eft jujlior ulla^ quam necis artifices 
w^epMre]fud.: * • 

Agafhft thefe horrid app4reheniioAs^ I con- 
, 'J t*^ fefs. 
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-fefs, Lfee^birt one refource. If wc find it 
-at all, it muft be in the cool, deliberate, but 
inflexible virtue of the people- Fortunately 
the circumftances of the times are favourable ^ 
to our hopes. All our expe^flations tviibin 
.Parliament, are now at an end. The rejection 
of Mr, Dunning's motions, with the circum* 
ftances that attended that rejeftion, and the 
fate of Mr. Burke *s bill, have (hut thofe 
doors againft us forever. ? All our exertions 
muft henceforth be made without. Th^ 
general elei^tion is at hand*. It will then 
remain witji the people to redrcfs themfelve^ 
by a choice of proper reprefentatives for a 
fuiure Parliament. . Let them be but true 
rto.themfelves on that occaiion, and there \% 
^s yet no power in this kingdom to break or 
difturb their peace, much lefs to triumph 
^ally over their liberties. 

In the mean time they muft not fufifer 
themfelves to be divided or fplit into parties^. 
To divide firft, and then to conquer, is the 
maxim on which their enemies grouixl all 
their hopes of fuccefs. Amongft thefe there 
is the moft perfedt unanimity. To condnue 
to govern by influence and corrupticMi, is the 
chief point they have in view, as th^ ovk 
.which their whole (yftem hinges. Tofecuw 
it againft every artual attack, they/croud 
round it with all their force, without quar- 
relling about the means to fecure it in future. 

Speculative 
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Speculative men, of warm fancies and 
honeft intentions, but little con verfant in th^ 
world, and judging all thingg eafy to their 
wifties, from their inexperience of the diffi- 
culties and oppojStions they muft meet from 
the paffions and interefts pf mankind, and 
from diverfity of opinions, even among the 
beft, are often apt to injure the caufe they 
4Tiean to advance. Their hot and fiery zeal, 
difdaining the curb of difcretion or experience, 
darts beyond the line. It hurries them oh 
imperceptibly ; and they would rather re- 
jiounce the prize they contend for, than not 
carry it all at once. 

In €very fyftem of reformation we mufl: 
proceed by flow and cautious fteps. We 
cannot hope all at once to ait away the cords 
of prejudice and habitual attachments*, that 
bind many well difpofed perfons even tp- 
abufes that have had the fandiion of time. 
We mull gain men over by degrees. We 
muft begin by the moft obvious and ackpow* 
Jedged evils, till having carried our approaches 
gradually to the great ibrtrefles of corruption, 
we may batter them' down with greater cer- 
tainty and eafe, and then in peace together, 
and with joint deliberation ered: the duly har- 
monized and well -proportioned fabric of 
laftiD^ reformation. 



[The 
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[^hf lajl paragraph but one^ in the ^preceding 
J^4p^rf. g<ive great offence to Major Joh^ 
Cajlt WRIGHT, wb9 bad Written fevfral 
traSis upon thefubje^s ofjinnual Parliaments^ 
ftTuLUniv^rfal Suffrage % and bad been^ voitb 
Pr. Jp»N JiBBB, and others^ one of the prin^ 
eipal founders and fupporters of a Club^ y^bo 
failed themf elves The Society for Conflitutional 
Information. Mr. Cartiv right thought pro^ 
per to write an (infwer to this paragraph^ 
^r-^^-^Tbe following fs a copy of bis Anpijoer.'^ 

May 6^ 1780^ 

JVlUCH as I refpedl the principles, an4 
admire the talents of The Country Gf n- 
Ti-EMAJ^, I cannot but feel fome littje 4oubt 
as to the application of, and entertain foni^ 
fears of ill effedt from, the latter p^jrl of 
his letter. If he would point put that 
defcriution of perfons whom, amangft thi^ 
oppolers of tne prefent wicked Miniftprs., 
he defigns by ** Speculative men, of 'wann 
** fancies and honeft intentions, but Jittle 
'• converfant in the world," and enter intaa 
temperate, candid difcuflion of thofe ojn?iions 
he attributes to them, as a fource from wiii/^h 
he feems to apprehend a divilion arnqn^^ the 
friends of the people, poffibly it nf)|ght.pjOr 
naote.that union ne recommen<ls,j far^nftoi^e* 
than a profound filepce upon tbe rup}>Qfe4 

points 
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points in difpute, aceompanied by impiitai* 
ticns of •* hot and fiery zeal, difdaining the 
** curb of difcretion and experience/* to thofe , 
from whom he differs in fentiment. 

As he had only hinted^ I fliall ftand excufed 
if I fall into any error, in imagining the 
*' fpeculative men** he alludes to, are the 
prelent open and fteady advocates for annual 
parliaments and an equal reprcfentation. If I 
have erred, I am ready to apologize; but as 
I conceive thofe are the perfons pointed to, 
with his permiflion, and with as anxious a 
xvifti for unanimity as can infpire his or atiy 
bofom, I will once more offer my fentiments 
upon the fubjedt. 

With much fubmiflion, I cannot fee how 
fhat thread-bare obfervation, *' To divide 
lirft, and then conquer,** can in the prefent 
inftance be applied. It is ndt the Minifter 
who caufes this divifion between the coa- 
titiiders ;for annual parliaments, and tbofe 
ambngft the oppofition who are for a longer 
tenn. How then is the obfervation appli- 
cable ? Do the many * * well difpofed perfoos** 
who are bound *• by the cords of prejudice 
•* and habitual attachments to abufes** in our 
government, that is to fay, to feptennial or 
trienmal parliaments, and a mock reprefeh- 
tation, think it reafonable that the fincere 
friends of reformation fhould fuffer them- 
felyes to be. tongue-tied, and to facrifice pef- 

haps 
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haps the only opportunity thaf . may eirtr 
occur for faving their country, for the fake? 
of unanimity with men attached to the 'uery 
abiifes which have proved our ruin^ however 
ftrong their prejudices may be? And are 
thefe men who are thus bound by the cords 
of prejudice^ and fo attached to thefe abufes^ 
to be held up to us, as the oracles by whofe 
wifdom and virtue we are alone to be.faved ? 
And are thofe who facrifice every prejudice, 
and who make a manly and honcft appeal to 
the conftitution of our country^ and that, which 
"was the falutary pra£lice oi our anceftors 
for many hundred years^ to be fneered into 
contempt, as ** fpeculative men little con- 
•* verfant in the world, whofe hot and^ery 
•• zeal difdains the curb of difcretion and 
•• experience^ and who would rather renounce 
'* the j.rize they contend for, than not cany 
" it all at once?'" 

I know not with what intentions The 
Country Gentleman writes; I hope 
with the pureft: but I muft obferve, that 
this language appears to me only calculated 
to ferve a party, by the very extraordinary 
fropofal, that the people of England^ 
and every unprejudiced friend of the confti- 
tution, IhaH facrifice the only fecurity they 
can have for their freedom, to the prejudices 
of that party and its attachments to ruinous 
abufes; and upon thefe terms unite in i-aifing^ 

them 
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them into power, 'P'or my own pa^rt, I never 
(hall be filenced by fuch arguments, nor. will 
I ever confent to fuch terms ; a«d highly as 
1 eftimate many of the party alluded to, for 
their abilities and many virtues, yet I have 
not arconception that there is not wifdom and 
virtue enough in this nation, completely to 
reform its rotten government, and recover 
its freedom without their afliftance, if they 
will not caft away thofe prejudices in favour 
of long parliaments, rotten boroughs, and 
minifterial influence over a Houfe of Com- 
mons, notwithftanding fuch abufes ** have 
** had the fandlion of time," which make 
the only blemilh in their public chara<5tcrs 
that I know of. 

With refpeft to the carrying of the prize 
we contend for a// at once^ that I maintain to 
be the only mod/s of proceeding that will turii 
out either prudent, .politic^ or praSlicable^ 
Had the friends of freedom at the Revolution 
done their bufinefs all at once^ we had now 
been in as great danger of defpotifm, as they 
were in before they expelled James ; and if 
our work be not done all at once, it will not 
be done at all. , By all at once, I mean, that 
all that is ejfcntial to fecure the freedom of the 
people^ y'lT,. a complete reprefentation in 
annual parliaments, together with their pro- 
per feciirities, muft be gained by the people's 
Jt/Jieg^of-.t^ or they will ziqt be gained in thi$ 
* century. 
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«eoluiy» md probabfy never. TtikistKift^ 
mt fi^% becaufe no reprefentatine imi^ tnti 
mmkefufb a reform^ and it muft be tkr Dft o( 
i^ f€9tple. It is not for a great aalioo^foufed 
to do itielf figbt> to mince and fritter ioi 
reforms into fcraps and imfiniihed fragmeniSy 
Init, what is effential^ to do all atones. This 
is the frji ftep^ tha foundation of neceflarf 
Tefonnati6n. This» efFeded by thcntitlves, 
' their reprefentativea may then, and not tiU 
N tben^ b# trufted to perform the reft, and then 
they will, becaufe they muft^ perform it. 

Unanimity upon firch grouna as feens to 
be recommended by The Country Gev-^^ 
TL^MAN, would not aofwer the hopes of 
the people; fuch unanimity would not reftwe 
independency to Parliament, nor tenmnate 
io ere<^ing '^ the duty harmonized aiKl w^ 
«• proportioned fabrit of lafting reformation %*^ 
neither do I believe that it would be for llie 
intereft even of the very party whofe ad vo^ 
cates fo warmly recommend it. They ate 
profcribed at court, with an inveteracy whiqk 
nothing but the unanimity of the piopU fi^^ 
and the independency of parliament afterwards^ 
can conquer. Were they even to fucceed in 
obtaining that unanimity in their favour, it 
would avail them nothing, if they vainly 
trufted to the management of a Hpufiriof Com^ 
mojis, by their minifterial influence, • ^Sox 
preferviog their power. Nothing bat's p^ 
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feft mdrpendency in that houfe^ Vid a full'' 
coavi^^km out af doors, of their being tKe* 
friends of the people » could poffibly fupport 
them againft a rooted love of defpotic fway, 
and a fettled hatred of the principles they 
profefs in the interior of interiors. 

Let them, then, (hew their defire of 
unanimity, by joining the millions^ inftead 
of requiring the millions to join them. All 
the people defire, is to have their conftitv^tioa 
reftored to them; fo that, by the free unin- 
fluenced 'fuffrages of tf//, and annual eleftions, 
they may henceforth hold their property, their 
lives, and their freedom, by the equal laws 
of their country, and not at the dijcretion of 
even the beft and wifeft men alive. And it is 
even an infuperable objecftion to the people's 
exerting themfelves to place certain men in 
power, that when they were laft in that 
fituation they could not hold it, for want of 
the means which I have pointed outj fo.- 
that, to do that alone, would only be to 
expofe them to be again betrayed, and to 
delude ourfelves. 

.rf ^Speculator in a Great Chair. ^* 



[Tkis leuerofMr. Cart Wright's raifed the 

ckokr nfVit. Richard Burke, the Son (hot 

tbc^krMiler) o/^ Mr. Edmund Burke. He 

^©L. jn. I "Ufrote 
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wrot4 the folloiving Reply to M^# C^^ 
Wright's letter.'] 

May 9^ 1780- 

-/V Writer who (jgns himfelf, A Sjpeculator 
in a Great Chair, leems diipleafed that The 
Country Gentleman mould defcribe in 
the following manner a fet of jperfons who 
call themfelves advocates for Eqjctal Re- 
presentation AND Annual Parlia- 
ments. He calls them, •• foeculative men 
of warm fancies and honeft mtentions, but 
little converfant in the world.** I will give 
another defcription of thefe perfons, which 
will ftrike them more forcibly » thoygh it 
may not pleafe them better. They arc 

•• A Jet of perfons^ unknowing and almojt 
unkno'Wn by the world i few in number ^ and 
contemptible in chara£ier i without fortune^ 
rank^ or public ejlimation; having never food 
in anyftuation of public trufj becaufe no man 
would ever truf them. Supplying the defe£l of 
ability and experience y by felfjuficiencyiy arro^ 
gance andobjfinacyy they purfue A jcheme of 
government which never did nor ever can exif^ 
and which is fundamentally oppojite to^ the 
principles of the Englijh conjlitution. ' Grown ' 
in a manner frantic and wild with defperate 
malignity, they are determined, to trample 
upon all the ability and virtue of England^ and\ 
tQ facrifce the peace, the happinefs, the : 
deareft interefts, and even the conftitution of " 

their 
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their courltry, to the chimeras of^tbeiP &uiin 
extravagant imaginations. 

*• Here is a charadter which the world will 
recognife whenever natural infignificancjr is 
fuperleded by the reftlefs and adive infolence 
01 vice and fglly.. To endeavour to counteraft 
the. banefpl operation of evil induftry, xo 
illuffarate, to exemplify, . to prove, to make 
out all the parts of* a charafter whofe outline 
I have traced, is a tafk no lefs ufeful than it 
is laborious.— Indignation will infpire whea 
ability is wanting. 

'•A lift of thofe perfons who arrogate Xo 
themfelves the title of The People, and who 
with fo much mpdefty claim the difpofal of 
honour, profit and power, will be highly 
entertaining to the public. When laughter 
fubfides^ the people will rife up in anger to 
punifii the audacious temerity of thofe who 
have dared to aflume fuch a refpe<fkable nanie* 

'* Thofe who have facrificed every motive 
of intereft, and even honourable ambition to 
an attachment to duty and a love of their 
country ; who are profcribed at Court on 
account of the people ; who are martyr^ to 
the caufe of the people, have too long 
permitted their charaiSers to ^e flurred, and 
ttxeir reputation to be pilfered by men who 
have facrificed no ambition, and had none to 
facfificev The hqad has too long been guided 
by the tail.-^A blind adder is little qualified 
. 1% to 
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to lead the generous fpirit of an injured 
people. Are there no men capable of ferving 
the State with fidelity to the conftitution ? If 
there tire, why fhould virtue be afhaxned ? 
Let honeil men boldly come forward, to claim 
the rtmard of virtue^ which \% public confidence; 
the people will open their arms to receive 
them. - 

'^ A Friend to honeft Men.^^ 

\After this altercation^ The Country Gentle- 
man wrote only one letter more ; which 'Was 
the following,'] 



THE COUKTRY GENTLEMAN. 



T> 



May 2^, 1780. 

HE temper of the tintes is fuch.as to difl 
'tourage every man, who does not find new 
incentives for perfeverance in the fruitleflbefs 
of his labours, from continuing to plead the 
caufe of the public. When the pedple 
abandon thetnfelves, it implies an imputation 
of knight-errantry to attempt to prefeive 
them.' Who b^t La Mancha^s Knight would 
undergo the toil arid danger of forcifi^g* 
battlements, and burfting open priibris, When 
he knows that the captives within WfH bt^ 
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their chains,' and rejed; the liberty • ihat is 
profFered them? ' 

What infults and indignities; what folemn 
mockery, and formal fcom have not the 
people of England fubmiffively born within 
tbefe three laft months ? A recapitulation 
wauld be as irkfome and mortifying as it is 
unneceflary. The marks of the ignominious 
ftripes are yet raw upon our backs. They 
are kept open and bleeding by reiterated 
blows. Not a fingle day paffes without 
axiding to their number and ignominy, yet the 
people flaviftily acquiefce; they even court 
the hand that fmites them. 

The fpirit of our anceftors feemed indeed 
to roufe itfelf for a time to a promifing 
exertion. A fudden ray of hope burft upon 
us. We began to augur the happieft confe* 
quences from the tranfport \vith which all 
i^nks of men feemed to hail its appearance. 

.But it funkftgain as fuddenly^ and a train of 
evils ^fucceeded, fuch as it was natural to 
dread from an unfuccefsful. atirtnpt to refills 
the encroachments of defpotifm. Our op- 
preifors^^ were but the more encouraged in 
their tyrannical fyftem of governing with a 

-j?od Qf iron ^ the friends, of the people were 
4ifcx>uraged, difpirited, difperfed ; their 

>ynfeaiiei^ triumphed, they encreafed in their 
pfffn\mfs^ . ^h^ acquired a coniiftepcy and 

^^IWianency of power, which tkeir moft 

faneuine 
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fangume votaries touM fcarce have dlmd to 
anticipate by their warmeft wiflies. 

Oppreffcd with thefe confiderations, I had 
determined to relinquifh the caufe. I found, 
befides, that a ftt of men had engaged in its 
defence, whofe mifguided zeal and furious 
fpirit blafted every rational hope of fuccdfs. 
Intemperate zealots, hurried away by their 
fanatical attachment to abflrufe dogmas, efla* 
bliftied in the gloom and inexperience of idle 
fpeculation — Men, who perhaps might haVe 
made excellent Minifters under the folitary 
Kings whom they profefs to admirf, who 
perhaps would have figured as great ftatefmcn 
and profound politicians of the parliamentary 
oaks, which covered the tumultuary meetings 
of a barbarous people, cplleAed from the 
thinly-fcattered Settlements among the wilds 
and defarts of Britain. 

Thefe violent parti zans foon began to 
divert the attention of the people from fhe 
great fubftantial objefts of reformation to 
fubjefts of curious difquifition, and fpeculatiye 
politics, on which the beft friends to the 
liberties of this country were known to b? 
divided, in opinion^ The very inftant they 
perceived the efficacy of a fettled uni<»i 
of all parties againft the corrupt fyftem ^ 
government, that inftant they ftarlfed a 
queftion, which they muft havfe fortfeen 

woii!4 
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would -^ prove fatal to thftt union, and di>- 
Aniiflive of all our bope$» 

It was not poiUble that thejr could be 
ij^orai* of the unhappy cDnftqueac<s«<^~ 
They had only to look back to their own 
experience. They had played the lame 
game on former occasions , and the event 
wa$ frefh in their minds. It was not^ 
therefore, without a ftrong colour of jufticei, 
that they were accufed by many hondft men 
of being. ax3;uated by the worft motives, an^ 
1th$t their condud: was fufpedted to originate 
fiom fome baneful and malignant caufe, 
which it was not in the ftores of general 
information to trace* 

I by no means wifh to difcufs this odious 
iiibjed:* One thing is evident. They and 
the Minifter feemed to vie with each other^ 
who (hould moft effectually deftroy the 
foundation that had been laid for the 
redemption of this country. Their very 
language was the fame. The moil: vimlent 
Und abu£ve runners of government never 
pCiired forth a fouler torrent of inveftive 
agaiafta fet of men/ whom thpy have caufe 
to dr^ui as their moft dangerous and fteady 
opponents) than thofe gentlemen who profefs 
chjemfelvies to be equally the enemies of that 
government. Whoever prefumed to diifent 
fMHi: their exckiiive doArines was anathe** 
ITUitii'^d with all the malice and virulence 

of 
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of hifallibility. Aa agreement ui cfSkn^aU 
was no plea to their indulgence. ^ Jt was 
nothing that we joined with them in admitting 
thet^xf; there were ibme who prefumed to 
have an opinion of their own in the i«/rr* 
pntatiM^ and they were inflantly fecluded 
from the pale as damnable heretics, ad^uated 
by the worft of motives, and deferving of 
tortures, fire, and gibbets. The common 
enemy, in their eftimation, was not half fo 
dangerous. They were fuffered ]p escape 
and xo triumph, while all the efforts of thrae 
furious fedlraries were turned againft- the 
party with which they had iet out on a laft 
vigorous attempt to refcue the country froni 
the hands that had brought it to ruin. 

And what has been the refult ? Let them 
caft their eyes back to the fatal point of fepa* 
ration, and fee whither the road they have 
been, pleafed exclufively to take, has led 
theni. They have fallen into the very faare 
the Miniftry had fpread for them. They 
have divided, and loft that ilrength, which 
luiion* alone could give them. They^have 
difgufted the^noft hearty friends of the caufe 
they wifh to maintain. As far as their tefti« 
mony can operate, they have confirmed all 
the infamous imputations with- ;which the 
creatures of the Court have laboured to bnuui 
the charaders of men, who for fikventcen 
years together have braved all the ii»alice:and 

calumny. 
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calumj&y, as well of mmiileriaUftS "^s ^ 
fo^e bkethnji, in defending their countrycto 
(be beft' of their judgment ; they have gtm* 
fcquently affifted Miniilry in deftroying^tbeif 
reputation, and by holding them forth- in th? 
moA odious and contemptible colours, hav^ 
robbed them of that credit and^^cc^fideocQ 
which it was neceffary for the general good 
that the people (hould place in their integrity* 
They have given the moderate a r&qfon^ and 
thote who Icreen their ilavifh wifhes undec 
that chara<fter a pretext for relinquifhing th< 
defence of the people, and giving up tb^ 
field entirely to the enemy. They hav^ 
broken the fpirits of the fober and well 
meaning among all ranks ; they hav^ filled 
their minds with doubts, perplexities, and 
apprehei>fions ; they have forced them to 
delp^ir of gver finding a determined and 
^eady hand to refcue the nation from the 
gulph of deilrucftion into which our prefeot 
rulers have plunged it. 

.Thefe are the mighty feats they have at- 
chieved, I wifli them much joy, and as far. 
as they are concerned, will leave them to 
reap the happy fruits of their penetration an4 
jiulgramit. ' 1 will leave the /peculators to 
diieaHi in their great chairs ; I will -leave the 
admirers^ of the infancy of our conftitution to 
fearch their mufty. prints, and trace its un- ^ 
(briaMd.liaeaments while it was j^ir> tbe 
. * : grizle* 
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grizle. The doubts they are pleafed to 
exprefs bf the honcfty of my intrfritions, I 
fhall freely forgive, in the hopes I entertain 
of the (incerity of theirs, and (hall at lead 
give one proof that I mean well to the caufe, 
by avoiding their example, and not profe- 
cuting a controverfy from which none but 
the Miniftry can reap any advantage. Thefe 
gentlemen may continue to ferve them as 
they have done; I aflure them, that how- 
ever I lament their folly, I (hall have nwre 
charity in judging of their views and motives, 
than th^ have manifefted in pronouncing 
fentence upon thofe who differ with them 
in opinion. 

I have again taken up the pen to addrefs 
myfelf to men of a very different charad:er» 
whom yet, I fear, their arts and reprefen- 
tations have mifled. 1 wi(h to call upon 
thofe from whofe name, rank, and abilities* 
the nation expetSts its deliverance, to tiyif 
this unhappy breach cannot yet be made up» 
and the attention of the people brought back 
to the original objeA of their petitions. 

All the hopes of our enemies are placed in 
our divifions. By thefe alone they triumphed 
in their laft ftruggle with the people. If 
once thefe can be reconciled they will trem- 
ble once more ; nor can any thing avert the 
fate they have fo long merited, but an obfti** 
nacy in enforcing the fubjedts that have 
|;iven rife to our difTenfipns. 

6 FKGM 
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P&OM THS PUBLJCK ADVERTISER, , 



TO SIR JOHN DALRYMPLE. 

f72^;> Letter was writ/en by William Burke, 
Efq. who was Under-Secretary (f State M 
General Conway.] ' 

SIR, MareB is.if'j^. 

J\ PERSON of your name, age, and 
ilatuire was about feven years ago turned out 
of an office, which he held in the Excife in 
Scotland, for corruptly taking money in the 
execution of that office. 

Piray , Sir John, was this you ? 

Becaufe if it was, your being fo difgnice^ 
fully turned out by Lx)rd Rockingham's 
adminiflration, the only body of men that 
liave hitherto not humbled themfel ves before 
the King and his favourite, will eafily account 
for the extraordinary pains which you both 
have taken to traduce the' fair fame of the 
anceftors of thofe minifters, and will relieve 
many perfofts from the difficulty they How 
are uhdeF of being obliged to fuppofe this 
attempt to have no other foundation than 
that biacknefs of heart which di<ftated the' 
book of -Lauder againft Milton, or that im- 
potent 
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potferrt ipJrit of revenge, which, during^ the 
reigA^ James the' Second, glutted ilffelf in 
the richefl: blood in the country. 

As I learn from Thurfday's Public Advcr- 
tifer that you can condefcend to wfite letters 
in the News*papers, pray fend me an anfwer 
to this query through Mr. WoodfalL If yau 
are filent, I (hall take fof granted my infor- 
mation is true, and that you are that John 
Dalrymple, and I (hall then foon trouble you 
with another letter upon this fubjeft* 
I am. 

Your very humble fervant, 

DOUGLAS. 



March 17. 

On the 1 5th* inftant there appeared altfttcr, 
which charges Sir John Dalrymple with 
having been difmiiTed fevw yiears ago^ by 
Lord Rockingham's admin i {^ration ^ from. a 
law office in the excife of Scotland, on ac-^ 
count of corruption in office, and with 
liaving invented his late hiftorical difcoverie^ 
againft the anceftors of iiis Lordfhip^s purty 
in revenge for it. 

• It is very true that Lord Rockingham ^ 
adminiftration gave an office which Six Johl^ 
(then Mr. Dalrymple) had, to anottheLigeev 
tleman ; but it i$ as true that Mr. Dalrymple, 
upon hearing, that the change in the q^c? 
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•hacfc by: feme people, been conned^d wjdl 
hij chdrai^er, upon accc^unt of -tt complaint 
which two years before had been nwde 
againft him by an Excife Officer, • fent a 
memorial to the Treafury, in which- he 
prayed juftice to be done him in this laft 
l^efped:• The memorial was ptefentedto 
the late Lord Chancellor Yorke in perfon ; 
and that Treafury of Lord Rockingham, 
which had taken the office from Mr*- Dai- 
ry mple, were fo juft to him as to make an 
order upon the memorial, which contained 
thefe words: •* -Acquit Mr. Dalrumple of 
*^* any charge of corruption in office, and 
** even of the fufpicion of it.** 

[The truth of this pretended quotation is 
doubted^ Tb have Jhewn the purity of Sir 
John Dalrymplc^s charaSier^ the writer JbouU 
have publifiied the report made by tife Officers 
of -Excife in Scotland againji himz'-^How 
hng it iay Jecreted in the Treafury by means 
6f his- friend Mr. T. Whately during Mr. 
Gre7ruilie^s adminijlration: — What applioatioru 
-^ere made to Lord Rockingham by Mr.jTcrke^ 
(who was known to have more influence -over 
iirJjopi/bip than any other perfon,) togeyhim 
Wfii^rei>'-^and^ the wKOLfi (f the minute af 
^.J&oJtd. of Tree^ury ttpon if,\ • ^ ♦ -^ 

K^/f March 
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March ^, 1773. 
[TifsPaperwas written ^JohnWilkes, j^. J 

XT is veiy curious to obferve the fingular 
pleafure, with which the new publication 
of the fecond vokime of Sir John Dalrymp/e^i 
Memoirs has been received by all the Scots 
' among us, by the Englilh Courtiers, and their 
mafter. They openly exult and affert, that 
all public virtue is an impofture, and the 
very pretence to it ridiculous, fince it is no\tr 
proved, as they fay, that LordRuJfel intrigued 
witJb the Court of Verfailles^ and Algernon 
Sidney took money from it. The pretended 
difcovery has afforded a folid fatisfaSiion to 
the Royal mind, and Sir John Dairy mple's 
friend* and patron. Lord Mansfield, for many 
months has made thefe fubjedls the favourite 
topicks of his converfation. He dwells with 
rapture on the difcovery. The inference is 
clear, the application evident. Is any man 
held forth as a great model of public virtue 
and fpirit? The courtiers* reply is prompt. 
Lord Rujjfel intrigued with the Court of France. 
Is a patriot applauded, who has dared and . 
fufiered every thing for his country ? The 
placeman ftrugs up his fhoulders, and fays, 
Algernon Sydney took money from France^ and \. 
indireiftly hints he believes the fame of every 

other 
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other popular chara<fter. A treachery of fb 
black. a natt^re is. moft readily adopted by 
every man^ who is confcious that in fimilar 
cjrcumitances he would have a^ed the'fame 
part. In all probability he has fecretly^ 
wifhed for the like ojfFer. A Prince lijcewifp,, 
whofe firft ainm is the deftrucflion of a free 
conftitiltion, believes himfelf, and carefully 
propagates » thedodirine, that aU mankind are- 
knaves, and may be eafily made llaves. He 
finds fomething in his own breaft which 
fuggefts this to him, for the fouls of tyrants 
and flaves are congenial. A^moll half the 
volume of Dalrymple confifls of papers fup- 
plied by the prefent king. Kings too generally 
judge in the moft fuperficial manner, and 
merely from what falls under their own view. 
The Prince therefore, and the keeper of 
Newgate,, think themfqlves equally juftified 
in declaring all men rogues. A Bute and a 
North are continually before the one, a 
Macquirk and a Kennedy before the othei^. 
But virtuous men unwillingly fufpedt the 
wickednefs of great characters, who have 
long enjoyed a nation's efteem, and require 
the moft fatisfadlory evidence of any degree 
of bafenefs in thofe, who have bravely died 
for their country, whofe reputation ha$ been 
fealed with their blood, and con^ftent and 
unifornri. in. their laft moments, have given, 
th^ mod .tjyipg proofs of a fincere aiwj^ijoble 
r itV ' ' ' patnotifm. 
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patriotifm. Let us now examine the proofs* 
againft the two martyrs of liberty. I &nd 'no- 
kind of evidence in the whole volume but 
the defpatches o^' Ban I Ion ^ the French- 
ambaffador here, which Sir John Dalrymple' 
fays, are in the Depot des Affaires Ktrangetres- 
et Verfailles^ and of whofe exiftence we want 
better evidence than his affertion. He declares 
** from comparing the notps which I took in^ 
** France, with the copies of the papers feat me 
•* from thence, I find, in fome inftaneee^ a 
•* difference in the dates between us, owiqg» 
** probably, to my overfight ; but in all otmr 
•* refpedts, the copies agree with the notes/' 
Dates^ Sir, are as eafily copied as words; 
and a man, who can miftake, infonie if^ances^ . 
in figures, is very likely to miftake> in other 
inflances, in letters and words. Records have^ 
we know, been altered. Such a confeflion 
of a want of accuracy mufl be fatal to any ^^ 
work, and the public will naturally expe^ ; 
a more faithful copier of public records than. ? 
Lord Mansfield's friend. Sir John Dalrympletf 
Do you afk other proofs, or wifh to examine • 
thefe pretended originals ? Neither the im- 
menfe colledtion of Englifh recbrds aad 
memoirs at the Britifh Mufeum, nor the 
numerous manufcripts at either of our Uni^ . 
verfities, contain a fingle line of fpch ^in-o i 
infamous fuggeflion againft the f^^ir^ ;. 
memory of the two Englidi heroes i hatji'--. 

Scotti(b 
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$oottMh Lorfi, i Wigiven» «* iie (fi)^^ :aik 
cMcadk'of a 'French dUpat»h, which' Ke^fl^irti 
may* bi fewi in' the- DepSt des 'uij^irts 
Etrpn0eri& at Verfaiites, (hdoU «he Duke 
d^AguiUon permit you, as he did 'Sir I ohri; 
With liheraliii vfjkntiment^ if 701ft are di^fed 
to . bdieve Dim. It is indeed eactremeljr 
xeinarkable,^thit.thi6 fame Duke d'Aguitton, 
who was guilty of all die isnjuft and inhuman 
piSQCdediiigs agaifdfl Moa&eur de la Ghalotais; 
who was. the .priocipal in the plot to fix the 
i^oatouBjhrged letters on that excellenf French 
patriot » 18 flow lending his ailiflance to Loifd 
Mansfield and Sir John Dalrymple to ruitt 
the welkeamed reputation of two patriots of 
our- nation » and to blaft the glorious laurels, 

{^mchafed with the beft bbod of our iftand. 
t &ec»s<a*fr«(h confpiracy of the French and 
Scat^againjfl us* The caufe and the men are 
indeed weH worthy of each other. But 
England- looks down with contempt on thefe 
mean.and bafe artSt and continues to revere 
the menTK^ of her Ruflel and Sydney: 

Dear, as ij^e ruddy drops that warm the<h^art, , » 

They dy'd amidft their dying country's cries ; 

and ^e iiow in pofleflion of that fupreme 
reiMkrd, n^ virtuous fame, which they enjoy 
untovied b)h all the wife and good, reviled 
only by ibe cdurtier and the Save. Their' 
* t{d£^^'ii. K enemieg 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



IJO AFP£KDtX« 

enetniesnow attempt in vain with facrilegious 
hands to overturn thbir temples, and defboy 
their altars, to give us idols of their own kirk« 
tnore ridiculous than ever £gypt'WoHhipped. 
But Ruilel and Sydney will Remain the great 
objedts of a nation's, veneration and love, 
while the names .of Bute and Mansfield will 
ever be uttered with contempt tod abhorrence. 
, .What Burnst fays of Sydney is equally 
applicable to Rifdel, and may ferve for a clue 
to the conduA of both*** ' He (Sydney) did all 
^ * he could to divert people fjx>m t hat war ( with 
'* France) : fo that feme took him for a penfi<> 
* * oner of France : but to thofe to whom he durft 
•• fpeak freely, he faid, he knew it was all a 
^* Juggle I that our Court was in an entire con-- 
^^fidence with France^ and had no other defign 
** in this (hew of a war, but to raife an army, 
^* and keep it beyond fea till it was trained and 
** modelled.*' — Biftiop Burnet's Hiftory of 
his own Time, 8vo. edition, voL a, page 36a. 
Sir John Dalrymple in the preface lays, 
f • His Majefty — juftlyxonfidering hiftory to 
** be the fcience of Kinjgs, and willing that 
** the anions of other Princes fliould be tried 
** by that tribunal of public enquiry^ which, 
*• he trufts, will do honour to his own/* 
Do. you believe this, Sir John? I. w^iil 
confine myfelf to two particulars. The 
. tribunal of the public has alreacjy j idged the 
Sovereign for the horrid maliac:e in St. 
4 George's 
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idi3drg0V FWM^t on the ever memorable 
tit^thotM^y. 1768, the letter of thankSt &c* 
;— The rpfult need not be . toldr— it is ^ well 
Jknown.+TT-Ayhea the . circiirnftances of. the 
xleat-h of' the life QhmCdliaf l(otkc, and of 
ih^ fo\tf.pre<5*di^ig. dajfji,/ ©g^ljaejo be fully 
^cnowa^ (s^n4 they , (hall. bc.\t«)ld,) every loul 
will: be chiUed^jvith horror jj I. tears of virtuous 
^ity ihair iJoW for it^Q deceaiff d, and the bafe, 
^hypocritioil., aiid .b^rharoas »%uthor of his 
UAhftppy fgfe be held in eternal execration. - 
t . _ . . r JUSTICE- 

^ ^ r. ' ' -i \..':- ; ■ .^ ;^ - . . 

\ ' :■ - .\ '* . ] i March ^6.' 

'ToJhVreall^6ito'£^o/Srr\.DAtv^^^ 
;• Memoirs, " 

SrHALL.fKtf" complain of the old law of 
the Hiftorian j m quid veri driere non audeai^ 
but on'tthe cc^itratry .would inrpliin, Englilh 
iky to him/Tou JhaU.fpeak thtj t^uth^. tht 

iwbole tmthy and nothing but the iriifh, fa help 

you fCoil It is riot my - intention therefore- to 
trouble . you : upon , this occaiion with . thfc 

.comihotiv obvious xjueftion of, the moralift, 
**;Wha&: ^od do yoii propofeby this pub- 
lication ? Is it to fhew that, there is no more 
Virtue in or>e party than another, and that the 
Whig is not an honefter man or better patriot 

^- Kjt than 
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than the Tlry 9 Or is it to tfeachtbeyoiithof tht 
prcfent re'igh this general leffon'v fiierty andthi 
Irrve ofone^s cwnity aYe mere pre tentit at^alifi^ntSj 
and in all men f Caft any good' confe^ti^nct 
flow from th^eftaWilhmentof fuch doftrine?^' 
I willanfMrei^ for you, truth is truth ^ ani^ 
true piSnre rf-ium^n nature etin ni<>er At 
linufefuL But then,* Sir,* I W>pte yoo Iteire 
publifhed the whole truth, - and concekldl 
tiothing oiit of fkvoiir Ar affe^km to amy 
body. Exetife the plainrteft of fny phn^ 
•who ant ;a mere country gentleman, and 
borrow the language af tke.bar to witneffes 
oq a trial. I am uTed to juries. My reafon 
for the putting the queilion is, that a friend 
of mine has m his kft letter informed nae 
from town, that a report i« there circulated of 
your having fuppreiled fome letters contained 
in the trunk at Kenfington. The ftory i*, 
that the fuppiieHed letters art ftomthePiiDCeis 
Sophia to the abdicated and ptoforibed Jkmfes 
the Second^ in the year 1689, and that they 
contain a correfpondance for ihe purpofe of 
rei^oring him to the Englifh throne. It is 
(aid that you have publifhed thelettefrs in the 
i>efore«mentioned Trunk, (with an exdufion 
of one other perhaps,) excepting ihefe letters 
from. the Court of Hanover'i 1 therefore 
•defire to know the motive you had for this 
Tupprefiion. It cannot be a tenderaefs for K. 
William, becaufe it is well underfteod that 
^ he 
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he knew of this intrigue between tHe £%vtii\y 
of Brunfwick and Stuart, when he procured 
the fcttlement of the Crown of England upon 
the former; but that he overlooked it, becaufe 
upon the whole he was of opinion the fct- 
tlement of the Crown there was the beft that 
could be made for the fecurity of the protcftant 
religion, and of the liberties of this country, 
and of all Europe in general. He was not 
deceived in the principles of the Hanoverian 
Court, but adled upon larger and more 
generous motives. There wou}d therefore 
be nothing ungrateful to the memory of this 
wife, difinterefted Dutchman m fuch publican 
tion. Why fiiould you then, a Revolutipnift, 
feparate thefe letters from the reft, an4 
withhold them from the world ?; They are 
curious, and relate to a family that hjtth 
pleaded as much merit, religious and civil, 
as that, of Sydn^ and Rujfel^ atid to a family 
which JHtth x^ped as . much beiiefijt fron^ 
the Revolution as. they did. An Engliih 
Dukedom is not a greater reward to an Englifh 
Eftrl, than the Britiih Crown is to an £le<floral 
PriiV^e. Is it then more jextraordinary or 
dreproftchful for private fubjeds, afraid ibr 
jtheix jliberty and religion, to unite with 
France* and to take Prench money, and ufe 
French power, in order to get rid of their 
tyjeant and pfpfecutor, than tor a Sovereign 
^ro^Aaot Prifice^ labouring imder no dim« 

cultiesi 
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ciiltiQS, voluntarily to offer affiftahce to y 
Popifli Tyrant to replace him oh the thpne of 
a free people, who had juft expelled him, 
and thereby to deftroy their liberties both 
civil and religious ? Sydney and RuJ}/ zvziled 
themfelves as politicians of foreign power 
and money for noble and laudable ends, 
which they faw then no other means of 
compaffing. They did not intrigue for the 
fake of fubjeding this kingdom to France, 
rior enter into any engagements, deftruftive to 
England. On the other hand, I doubt not,^ 
that the Court of Hanover, npt forefeeing 
their own acceffion, in confequence of the 
Revolution, to our niighty Throne, afted on 
fome little political motive, or perhaps out of 
affe(ftion to their fecond coufin James the 
Second, without regarding the religious or 
civil rights of mere Englim fubjefts.. NoW, 
Sir, as impartiality is impartiality, and 
equality is equality, I long to know why thefe 
curious letters, by way of politic^af anecdote 
and authentic hiftory , were withdrawn jnd not 
publifhed ? Is a regard to the memory of the 
Princefs Sophia preferable to a regard- to the 
characters of tnofe pien who voted ' the 
Englifti Crown to her ; or would the law^bf 
gratitude be more broken by youf pabfifhi*ig; 
'^tters that might refledt Upon luch art ftnceftor 
than upon fuch- benefaftors ? If triith,^' pore 
truth, be the rule -of your condu^> ^hy 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



have thefe letters alone been fecreted anxl 
withdrawn ? I put thefe queftions for the 
fake of clearing away unjuft furmifes^ which 
I dare fay your anfwer will do. Being here 
for the air, I know little of what the town 
fays, but being a plain fpeaker, I put a 
downright query, when one occurs tome. 

I am. Sir, always the fame man, and 

Your humble fervant, 

Lyme J March %o. HOLLES, 



To Sir JOHN DALRYMPLE, Bart/ 

X^IKE a hardy Knight of old, yoij feem to 
delight in defperate atchievements. To teat 
the rooted laurel from thofe tombs, on which 
the univerfal and ftrong hand of the nation 
had planted itj was an enterprise of hto 
common mark and magnitude. Whatever 
be its fiiccefs, the very attempt will place 
you fecond, at leaft, tn the lifts, of fame, to 
.that intrepid Blood ; w"ho dared to wreft the 
Cfown of England frpm its ftrong hold. 
J The worthy Prince, whofe diadem he thus 
invaded, was pleafed to take the robber'to 
his bofomi' to peniion and protedt him. 

Perhaps^ 
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?ferhft{», S1I-, fOd iM)r tntK^th tKe^fienM 
favour from a pious Prinqe \ after iiavinr 
€fiideatotired t^ lubveit the^ pril^cipks which 
^p]f>ort hifi Throne. 

' Givefnelcttve^ Sir, to fay, without being 

tfufpe6t«d of Hattery, that your a(ibciate6<, in 

thift enterprise, were cholen- with £sgular 

iagacityi Let us review them. They will 

not indeed fumifh quite fuch variety of 

charader, as the heroes affociated in aflailing 

J$l$ walls of Troy. But it is more fo ycnir 

purpofe that they fliould be as imiform in 

charader, and as unanimous in fentiment, 

as. the Kings of Brentford. 

* In vour lift we find a Scotch Chief Juftice, 

whofe long line of anceflry was never ftaiaed 

\^ith one conilituf ional principle, or fentimeitt 

of liberty ; and of whofe notorious attachment 

to the Houfe of Stuart, he has fdinMiy 

•avowed himfelf the zealous inh€ritor«^-»«ui 

^Engliih Lord, who having been con vetted 

from that faith which ennobled his anceftorg^ 

Xo the new court-creed, will lend himfelf to 

rany work, .that may beft prove the iiiicentj 

:of his converfion — ^a French Amfaaflkdor^ 

«. whofe infamous profeifion was to pander 

^viJ:e, and corrupt virtue— a French Duk^^ 

.IgUhd has pit)ved himfelf an implacable .'asid 

r unprincipled enemy to the Very «iame «yf 

fJPatribtj andH .execratedi «vi^ in l>is own 

.•r-- : t -.'tmintQty 
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ccmntry*^ as the inoft;dovot«d inilrufrf^ «f 
arbitrary power. ^ 

. Such are ftae chara^ars of ycur-chofen 
auxiliaries in defaming the dead ^ I flaaer 
myfdf^they will fully juftify the approbation 
1 have given your fagacity in thechoicfe. 

In one thing, however, you are lefs 
fortunate than thofe who arraigned the perfons 
of Ruflel and of Sydney. The Crown cannot 
pack a jury to try this queftipn. Indeed i 
can conceive but one way of procuring a 
jury, before whom your accufation would 
have any chance of fucceeding. It (hould be 
drawn from among the citizens of Edinburgh, 
(the moft loyal place in Scotland,) who, 
before his prefent^ Majefty's virtues had 
Atoned for the former principles of his Houfe^ 
«id made him popular in North Britain, were 
accuftomed to affail the loyal few, who 
afTembled annuajly to drink his health, with 
curfes, ftones and fire-brands. — A fcene, 
which no doubt you. Sir John, have oftea 
dwelt upon with delight. Unhappily how^ 
«Yer for you, the opinion of thofe honeft 
Scota will not decide the prefent quei^ion. 
The candid public muft determine upon the 
truth of. your accufation* This they wiH do,, 
by weighing all the fa<fls and circumftances 
:cm wfatcJb it is foiuxied. It cannot be expe<fted 
that your opponents can ifrfpedl the depot 
from lyhich you juretend tp have drawn this 

evidence 
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evidence of Ruflel and Sydney's treachecy*' 
No one will imagine, for inftance, that an 
enquirer, whofe profeffed pufpofe was to 
vindicate the virtuous characfters of the friends 
to liberty and the people, would have the 
cordial recommendation of Lord Rochford, or 
the polite affiftance of the Duke D*Aguillon. 
While you therefore. Sir John, enjoy every 
advantage which royal and minifterial favour 
can give you,, we muft be contented with 
reafoning from the evidence of thofe truths 
which are uncontro verted, and thofe fadls 
from the depot with which you may have 
thought it fafe to fumifh us. 

But there is pne truth which he who would 
judge candidly on this queftion, ought ever to 
keep in mind : That Scotch politics, like the 
Romifli religion, hold that the end will always 
juftify the means. Suppofe for example^ 
Sir John, that you and they who employ you, 
(hould think it a defirable obje<fl to discredit 
and defame the very name of Patriot, tl^ough 
the blackeft falfehoods and forgeries were 
neceffary to the purpofe, the xn^niy of the 
means would ^ in your minds , be atoned for 
.by the innocence of rfie end. For the tiuth 
of this principle I may appeal to every North 
Britifh bofom ; for an illuftration of it^ Su: 
John, give me leave to refer to your owr 
book. You there tell us, that the notirjusors 
in Scotland having enfexed into 9 confpiracy 

againil 
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ugaiHft Kin^ WiHiam, td dovcr^tHeirdefigns 
toejk' the oaths of allegiance;; [Vol. i. p.if^oiy 
aifd the Scotch Peers, who were fawning 
at Whitehall^ procured the Earl of Arran-s 
enlargement, who had been comniitted on 
fufpicion, by affuring the King that he^ 
together with them, would immediately 
fwear allegiance to him. They accordingly 
retired to Scotland, took the oaths', and 
privately joined the confpirators. You tell 
us, Sir, that fome of them faid, ** it was no 
(hame to do a wrong thing in a right caufe i 
and others, that they would play at the game 
of blindman's bufF in Parliament, by which 
means William would riot find out his friends 
from his foes/* — [Ibid 421 .] 

The deepeft and moft deliberate treachery, 
with the moft folemn appeal to God, was 
regarded by thefe honeft Scotchmen, as a 
very fport^ or a covert and convenient 
feeming, under which they might, without 
imputation, eflfeAuate their flagitious pur- 
pofe. Such are the principles, and fuch the 
praAices of Scotchmen, whichthofe who are 
unhappily oonnedled with them, will find to 
prevail riot. only in their political meafures, 
hm in every other tranfad:ion in life. ♦ 
' ' Your charge againft Sydney > is founded 
^n- this article in ^Barillon's account of his 
lii&uffemenitSi n JU^eram Sydftey 500 A 
- 'ifulao ifaid:^ ofj'Ms hayings received this 
;ii/: .: money 
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tnoney were 'ever £b undeniable, ftill it woukt 
be but candid to judge* from his chara^er an4 
condu^, that he did it, not for his owa 
emolument, but more efie^tually to fuppc^ 
an oppofition to the arbitrary view of the 
Couit. For it rnuft be remembered, that 
we are fpeaking of that charafber, which 
Milton has commemorated inthefe honourable 
terms : Atquejidmeum — quod ego illufire nonien^ 
nojiris fernper adbefijfe partibus ^ gratuhr. 

Shall fuch a reputation be touched, by an 
unvouched extract, made by a fingle and 
fufpeded hand, from a depot into which the 
originals might have been foifted, and thoi« 
falfified a thoufand ways, containing a charge 
that ultimately refts on the authority of a 
very infamous perfon, whofe intereft was 
concerned in making it ? Shall the names of 
RuiTel and of Sydney, which have been 
fandtified by their fufferings, in the moft 
glorious of all human enterprises, the 
redemption of public liberty, fuilain the 
fmalleft diminution of that high reverence 
we owe them, from an accufatioo fp weak 
and wicked ? 

And now. Sir John, I muft take leave to 
tell you that there is not the leaft colour ^oj; 
your charge-^^that it is moft malicious io its 
aim, moft fufpicious. in its maimer, aad^moil' 
impotent in its iffue/ Retire theu'-and irtdk^^ 
confolation in the candid l>Q£s>n]ts of that bjgh 

and 
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tnd c1iafen*pair, ivfaohave adtiiated and aided 
^iMir aicaikipt; As they meant to participate ^ 
m its fuccefs, let them at leail: fhare the 
mfemy and opprabrium that will inevitably 
ttct«ndie« 

■I J 'have many, pardons to afkof the Eiigliih 
nation, for reviving that national jealoufy$ 
whi^h however neceffary, is always painful 
to generous ipinds. I aim confcious of 
Imvmg di^ne it, not to gratify any little or 
malignant paifion. Nor could I help en^ 
deavouring to vindicate, from the . malice of 
toen as high in place as they are bafe in 
ij^inciple, thofe patriots, to whofe noble 
ijei|[«rts and illoftrious.fuffi^ings we owe that 
free con'ftitiMiDTi,^ which L hold the moft 
ittelftimabte ^fall : earthly bleilings, and for 
\i4irch I would willingly lay down riiy life. 

HOLLES* 



^0 the Printer of the Public Advertifer. 
" Viiam impendere vero. I^o u s s e a u . 

SIR, May 2"], 1773. 

JlNo one who wiflied well to focicty would 
endeavour to reprefent the beft of charaders 
in the moft odious lights, and in a long detail 
of men and manners, not let to public view 
" 6 one 
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one* great and worthy example*— Had lii« 
fame diligence been exerted to^ trace out 
virtuous adtions that has been ufedrtoimigiwc 
and' rake up vice^ the author of theiMembirs 
of .Great Britain would have been efteeraed 
•tsnd enrolled among the ilhiftrious wifKers 
(who promote public virtue, inffcead of beidg 
detefted and reproached fof propagatij^ 
.falfehold and inizthy. It has been^ proved 
tliat he^is interefledand partial; his^uuthccities 
of no weight, refling on. a fingle evidence^ 
and the truth and honefty of that evidence 
ftrongly fufpeiSed, and all agairiil thegemeMl 
tenor, pradLice and principkf^..Qf ,4he nteoL 
who maintained them ivith their bloods ^If is 
relation^ aiid conlm6nts,x:omp»ed #jth fad:^^ 
prove his difingbnuity, andwitnt^ candour 
and truth • Sydney's return to Ertgland wiis not 
.obtained by the court of France, but by Henry 
Saville, the Englifh Embaffador at Paris, as 
is evident by a letter from Sydney to hinl* 
[Syd/iey's Letters^ /^to.p.io/^.} Mr. Pelham^ 
at the trial of Sir John Fenwick, aflerts, that 
Mr. Algernon Sydney was a maif who had 
that lave for liberty and the good of his 
country, that he would not have faid, ** that 
** the law of God Snd man requite two 
•* witneffe^ to proceed agstinft a man,** even 
to fave his own life, if he had thought Jt 
inconfiftent with either of them.-^— [iSy/A?^'/ 
^rialj 131J Barillon fays, the fervicefe I 

draw 
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^AnW froitt Sydney do not appear, for Ws 
lionneftions are with obfcure and concealed 
perfons.— [Afcwwrj, vo/^ 11. ^87.] 

In another letter, Mr. Sydney is one ef 
thofe who talks to me with thei moft force 
and the moft opennefs on the article of 
maintaining the liberties of England and 
Holland feparate.— [/^/V, 313.] 
^ It is a cbmmon: and bafe pradide to fix* 
obnoxious names, and thereby min a charad:er 
in the public efteem, though with the 
difceming few, names prove nothings the 
names ofHeretick, Deift^ and Self-murderer^ 
liyith the generality of the world, are odious 
and reproachful. 

The writer afferts, that Sydney, EfTex, 
and Uampdeh were determined deifts, and 
that tli^ believed they had a right over their 
•own lives .— [ Uid, vol. i . a i . ] 

This alfertion , is void of all truth and 
juftice; for how does he attempt to prove it ? 
By the moft difingenuous and unnatqral turn . 
of a.paflage in a moft excellent letter of Syd- 
ney's, to a friend who prefled his return 
home. — Shalll renounce all my old principles, 
karn the vile Court arts, and make my peace 
by bribing fome of them ? Shall their cor- 
ruption and vice be my fafety ? Oh ! no-^- 
I hope I fliall die in the fame principles in 
which I have always lived, and will live no 
longer than they can preferve me. . I have in 

my 
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my I'dt: been guiky of many fdiies, but 1 
hope of no mea$mefs. I wiU not blot and 
defile that whkh is paft^ by endeavouring 
to provide for. the future. I have ever had 
in my mind, that when God fhould caft me 
into fuch a condition as that I cannot fkyn 
fay life but by doing an indecent thing, he 
(hews me the time is come when I ihould 
Tefign lit* — [Sydney^ p. i6, 4/(7.] The plain 
and candid fenfe is fure no more thata.a firm 
refolution to maintain his principles, and to 
(ubmit to the part allotted him by Providenoe* 
His being a deift js equally void of tmth« 
Burnet fays, he feemed to be a Chriflian, 
but in a particular way of his own. He 
thought it to be a divine "philofophy in the 
mind.— [5f/rw/, 538.] ' At his condemaa^ 
tion he exclaimed with energy^ O God! 
O God ! fanftify thefe fufFerings unto me^ 
and impute not my blood, to the country nor 
city through which I am to be drawn. Let 
no inquifition be made for it ; but if any* and 
the (bedding of innocent blood muft be 
revenged, let the weight of it fall upon 
thofe that maliciouily perfecute me for 
righteoufnefs fake. In the paper at his 
execution he refuted the teftimony of guilty 
and prayed for- his country. Lord fbsgiva 
tb^pra^ices (tub PACKING of juries)^ 
and avert the evils that threaten the nation 
CroCathetn;. and though I fall a facrifice to 

. . idols. 
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Uokf QMu fi0t id^Iatry'^ to be e^bUirfijed hi 
theiand* ^ fiicfii thy people, and iaftfe themj 
defead/Anr^ cw^ tau/e^ arid defend thofe thae 
demand itrikk up fuch as are faint i dim(!t 
thpfe that a» waverii^i Giant that 1 may 
die gLociiy'mg thee ; that at the lafl: thou haft 
pennitted mejtobe frngltd out as a witnefs 
of tfay ttuth» and even by the odnfeffion of 
my. (^poneatB, for that good old caufe in 
whidi* I .was from my youth engaged ^ and 
for which thou haft often and .wonderfully, 
declamd i%felf.-^[«$>u^^, 196, 4to.}^ 

'^O' the King inilead of applying for mercy^ 
he demanded only juftice. He fays, fome 
through fear have defleded, from the inte- 
grity of their principles ; but I think there 
are many who have kept" their garments 
unfpottea, an(i I hope that God will ddiver 
them and the nation for their fakes. God 
yrjil not fuf&r this land, where the gofpel 
of late has flouri£bed» ipore than in any 
part of .the world, to become a idave of thp 
world, but will ftir up witneffes of the truth, 
and ih his own time fpirit his people to 
iland up for hu caufe, and deliver them j ' 
and in his gpodnefs he did deliver them s^ 
themyQad glorious and happy revolution. 

I know my Redeemer lives, and as he 
has in a g«v»t meafure upheld me in the day 
of tny calamity, hope that he will dphold 
me-^by his spirit jn ^his lafl mcmieflli and- 

vtlt/iii. L giving 
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giving me grace to glorify'him in my cfeatb, 
receive me into the glory prepared ror thofe 
that fear Kim when ipy body (hall be di£- 
folved. — [Apaiogy^ 198.] Are thefe prayers 
agreeable to the principles of a deift which 
are dictated by the belief of a particular Pro- 
vidence and divii>e interpofition ? 

Oh ! (hame to letters, ingenuity and truth ! 

I had rather my fon had turned his back 
in the day of battle than have injured the 
. charaders of Sidney and RulTeL 

As conftitution might occafion the ohe» the 
<yther has no excufe but mere depravity of 
mind« 

TIMOLEON. 



LETTtRS ON THE SALE OF PLACES. 

July 16, I765f. 

HAVING just now read a letter con- 
taining, by evident infinuations, a moft 
audacious attack upon my charaxfler, printed 
by you, in your paper of Friday laft, aflerf- 
ing a grofs and infamous lie from beginning 
tb end ; I do hereby publicly call upon 
you to name the perfon from whom you 
received the account you have prefumea to 
publifh. If you are either unable or im- 
willing to do this, I (halt moft certainly 
treat you as he author, and, in juftice both 

to 
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to myfelf and others, who are eveiy day 
thus malignantly and wickedly vilified, I 
fhall take the b^ft advice in the law if an 
a<5tion will not lie for fuch atrocious defa- 
mation, and if I may not hope to make an 
example of the author of it. 

The fcurrility in general which has been 
of late fo heaped upon . me in the public 
papers, I have hitherto treated with the 
contempt my friends and myfelf thought it 
deferved, and fufFered it to pafs with impu- 
nity i but this laft is {a outrageous, and tends 
ib much to wound my charadier and honour 
in the tendereft part, that I am determined, 
if pra(5licabie, to fee if a jury will not do me 
and the public juftice againft fuch a libeller,- 
and whether they will not think the robbing 
an innocent m^n of his charafter is a robbery 
of the moft dangerous kind, and that the 
perpetrators of it will flick at nothing. 

For the prefent, I ,muft content myfelf 
with only laying before the public the two 
following letters, which will explain to 
them all the knowledge I had of the deteft- 
able fraud, which has been taken advantage 
of to charge me with corruption ; a crime, 
which, of all others, I hold the moft in 
abhorrence. I defy the whole woild to 
prove a, iingle word in vour libellous letter 
to be true, or that the wnole is not a bare- 
>faced| pofitive, and ^j^^^^ li^— That it is fo, 

' I. a * I da 
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I do affert, and I call upon ai^ hoiy, ^if 
they can, to difpxove what I fay. 

Gboagb On.b<,o v« 



GOPy OF A LETTp. TO MR. ONSLDWj 
ix(»in» TMT X7TB OP jvn* 

61 R, New Bcnd-Streety j^UM 35, 1769* 

I BEG you will pardon my thus 
iddreffing you, a liberty! could not think, 
of, was any thing lefs than my family -f 
bread at ftake — ^Some weeks paft my hufband 
paid a large fum of money (which gave us 
inexpreflibleforrow toraife) to a party, who 
proteft they are empowered by you to infiire 
him, in return, the* colledlorifhip of Pifca- 
taway in New Hamplhire. I have been told 
this day one Hughes is in poffeflion of the 
fame, and the treafury books con^imni the 
news. I beg leave moft eameftly to intreat 
you will inform me whether Mr. Hughes ii^ 
under any engagement to refign, or wnether 
we are duped by thofe who have taken our 
money. 

]\f r. Bums has had the ftrongeft rttrom- 
mendalions from perfons of undoubted 
veracity, and I believe, on all accounts, wtff 
be found to be perfedly capable and* worthy 
of the enlpioyment. ' ' . * 

Once 
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Once inoie I intraat, geed Sir* yen will 
excisfe this troiiblet whieh is caufcd by a 
heart almoft broken with the fear iumI terror 
of a diftppoihtment. 

With the profoimdeft Refpe^* 
I am, Sir, 
Your moft obediend, 
Humbfe S^nnant, 



MR. ONSLOW'S JVNSWfiR, 

^i A D A M , Emier- Court, jfu/ie a'^ » 1 769 • 
YOUR letter was brought down to me 
Hither only to-day, or I (hould haveanfwere^ 
It fooner. Without having the honour of 
being known to y©u or Mr. Burns, it gives 
me much con4:ern that any body (hould be 
impofed upon as you have been, and as 
itnfch indignation that rhy nam^ ihould b^ 
tnade fp infatnous a ufe of. I (hovild have 
been under an equal degrte of iwprize, had 
I not this morning had fotne intimation of 
the matter from Mr. Powtlall and Mr. 
Bradfhaw, and made fome enquiry into |t 
of Mr. Watkins at Charing-Crofs, with a 
determination to fift this fhocking fccne of 
villany to the bottom, and whi^ J ftall 
flow be encouraged ih by the hdp<^s of gettlnj; 
)rou yoMx mpn^ reftoced (9 y«Uj m wt^U as 

the 
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the eamcft defire I have to bring the per^e* 
trators of this roguery to the punifhment and 
Ihame they deferve. 

For this purpofe, might I beg the favour 
of Mr. Burfts to meet me at my houfe in 
Curzon-ftrcet about ten o*clock on Friday 
morning, I will go with him to Mr. Pownall's, 
of which I have given him notice; and I 
wifh Mr. Burns would bring with him Mr. 
Watkins, or any body elfe thjjt can give 
light into this unhappy and wicked affair. 

Till this morning I never in my life h^rd 
^ lingl? word of either the office itfelf, npr 
of any of the parties concerned : you will 
ludge then of my aflonifhment, and indee4 
.horror, at hearing of it to-d^j from }Ax\ 
Br^dfhaw* 

I am, Madam, &c. 

George On§low» 

Since the writipg of tjie ?i)ove letters, 
more of this frftud ha$ been dete^ed, and 
further enquiry is making, iti order to bring 
•the aiftors in it to juftice. A woman pf the 
name of Smith, who lives near Broad^fireet, 
is the perfpfi who appears to be principally 
foncemed in the fraud, the mof^ey being, 
it fecms, for her ijfe. 

• Having obferved, in a news-paper of 

the aSth of July laft, that it is infinuated, 

. that I*have been the detcdof of a fuppofed 

6 crime, 
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crime, imputed to the Right tjon. George 
Onflow, Efq. I do think it an adt of com- 
mon juftice to declare, in this public manner, 
that I am intirely ignorant of the faid fuppofed 
crime, and all circumftances relative to it j 
€Xcept that I have h^ard the ftory mentioned 
in common qonverfation, and conftantly 
treated as a calumny propagated tp injure 
Mr. Onflow's reputation. 
Hanover-Jquare y 
^ug. %^ i7!$9. Hillsborough, 

It having been fuggefted, in a letter 
^ddrefled to the Right Hon. George Onflow, 
pfq. publiflied in a news-paper, dated the 
aSth of July laft, that I was, together with 
Jvlr. Bradfliaw, fent to Mr. Opflow, - on the 
iiibjed: of a fcandalous tranfadtion, in whicH 
Mr. OnfloAV is, in the faid letter, fl:ated to 
be concerned; it is becopie neceffary for me, 
in jufl:ice to that gentleman, to declare that 
I never wa? fent to Mr. Onflow on that, or 
any other occafion j but having heard this 
ftory, I thought it but common juftice to 
communicate it to Mr. Onflo\v» which I did 
jhrough the channel of Mr. Bradfhaw. 

}Vbiteha/l,Aug. a, 1769. J. Pownall, 
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^.1$%^ V. AKVBMBiZ.. 

.V [iV MESSIEURS BURKES.] 

Tuefday, Sept.6,i^'j6. 

J^ORD Mdn^field hds been lately kft uicfne 
ih the Houfe of Lbtds. '^ All the obliged 
hive deferted, tod sill the vakif/* He, who 
but a few days before, and with fueh decided 
' authority, had paiTed a bloody feirtence upon 
whdie nations, has not been ibie f6 tegulate 
the trial of one old woman. — [Alludes to 
the remarkable contrdverfy between Lord 
Mansfield and Lord Lyttelton, on the niodd 
of trying the Ducheis of Kirigfton;'the 
tfoule adopted Lord Lyttelf oil's plan in pre- 
ference fo Lord Mansneld^s.J — His judicial 
, confiiifl was with a boy; and he was b^fBed. 
Thefe inditatioris of fdme odd change, thoUgh 
they appear in flight matters, are warriingi 
which a wife man will not difdain'to take* 
Th6y ought, in fonie meafure, to abate (h6 
feride of power, and the confidence in favoui'. 
They ought to fupple the heart, and to makd 
it fufceptible of the foft contagion of our 
nature. They ought to difpofe it towards 
a favourable hearing of millions of peopfe, 
lately flourifhing, opulent, peaceful and 
happy, butnow doomed to be the haraffed and 
perlecuted objeds of ctem^ piracy, rapine, 
and devaftation. 

+ If 
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If Lord Mansfield (houM be Coynd thus 
ibftdfied toward* an unFortunate, rfejedted 
branch of the Englifh race, perhaps in fome 
ntobieilts of humiliation fo favourable to 
clemency, be might turn his eyes on the 
JEoglilh .ftock itfelf. He might begin to 
AifpeA» that the fufFerings of war cant^ot be 
cdnfined to one fide only ; and that oar own 
Aareof tbefe calamities may be worthy of 
ibme coftfideration. He might feel the glory 
of burning the petty filhinj^ town, Falmouth 
in New £ngland» bakmced by the taking 
of Sf. y&bn^s I lie might think the jft^ling 
by Lord Dunmore^ of a. dozen or two of 
. littles honey-combed, iron (hip guns from 
-ft deferted wharf in Virginiaj of not quite fa 
tmich insportance as the lofs of Ganadak 
Though it is undoubtedly fome comfort tx^ 
iliftilt the few Provincial Officers we take, by- 
throwing them with common men into a 
gaolj and fame triumph to hold the bold 
adventurer^ Ethan Allen, in irons inadufngeorf^ 
m Cornwall J yet it vcAy be thought not qiuit^ 
ib pleafant on the other hand, to have the 
iTorps ef £ngliih Fuzileers prifoners of war 
\j capituktion, in Conncdlicut, though unckr 
the tcndeirefl treatment from a mild, humane, 
und generous conqueror. The famine of 
©oflon, (which will vie in hiftory with that 
of Perufia, Perufina fames ^) the wafleof cariip 
didemperSy the flaughter at £m>ktrVHillY 

the 
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the 4irperiion of tranfports, tbe ooeaii 
covered with wrecks t our Hanoverian allieg 
periihingon the coaft of France, before the 
eyes of thofe whom they had lately helped ta 
defeat ; the miferable ruin of the finances of 
this kingdom, and that back* Aiding, which 
after twelve years' peace, has let us down 
into that condition of debt, in which we were 
left at the end of a war with half Europe. — 
All thefe confiderations may, at a qalm hour» 
rife in an awful feries before Lord Mansfield; 
^d, forcing one natural figh for the diftreffes 
of humanity, may difpofe him to liften to an 
humble plea for peace. They may, perhaps, 
incline his ear to fober enquiry, whether even 
an imperfedt authority is not more eligible 
than a compleat war? and whether, all 
things confidered, the fpoils of America will 
be, in reality, fo much a better thing than 
its commerce? 

Lord Mansfield ^s argument againft the 
prefent Colonies, from the votes of one of 
them in time pajl^ was examini^d in my laft 
letter. 

' I ihall now take this bufinefs in another 
point of view. For a while I will go along 
with his Lord£hip« He (hall have granted 
to him not only all, but much more than he 
affumesv I will allow that the Journals, npt 
of one^ but of a// the affemblies, are full cf 
/acftious lefplutions. Having for argument 

admitted 
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TftdfriitteJ this, I muft beg leave to accompany 
iliy conceffion with a matter o{ faB ; which, 
though it will not at dllexcufe fuch contumacy- 
En the Americans^ it may abate fon^e degree 
of that aftonifliment and indignation, which 
it feems to excite in a veteran politician, who 
has breathed the air of feventy winters in our 
climate, of clear and unclouded virtue. 

The Twelve United Colonies have twelve 
popular affemblies. The number of Members 
they contain may be as large, within a trifle, 
as. the Parliament of Great Britain, They 
are probably about five hundred perfons. Will 
his Lordfhipafk, what //d?2/r^^/-j' are diftributed 
gmong the whole body of thefe Reprefentati ves; 
I do affure him, on the ftrideft enquiry, I 
ik) not find that the twelve American Parlia- 
iriQits,' and the lyhole^'i;^ hundred men who 
compofe them, receive among them all one 
fifth part of the value of what is held by one 
wngle gentleman,, whom I could name, in the 
Houfe of Commons. 

It is not that the foil of the plantations does 
not yield the conilitutional ilaple of lucrative 
tmp|oymfent$. But thefe employments are 
almofl all, with much more propriety^ 
beftowed in 4i4 of a'contrafted Englirfi civil 
lift, and as a fupport and fecurity to the 
independence of a Britifli Parliament. They 
gre certainly better beftpwed ; for J have 
f Onft^ritly obferyed, that all thofe gentlemen 

whq 
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who hold Amerkdn employments^ have bcm 
tbe moft zealous of all others againft the 
infolent claims of the Colonifts, and the molt 
determined refifters of that fa£lious anl 
interefted fpirit, which dares unnatundljr I0 
iafultfo gracious and beneficent a government* 
If we did not know to a certaitity, thatiiol 
a (liilling is fpent in England upon eleAicns 1 
and that the emoluments, fo liberally diftri- 
buied in Parliament, havenofharein producing 
any part of that complaifance to government^ 
which diftinguifhes our age, and puts te 
ihame the ftubbom fpirit of our anceftcXB^ 
we might, inftead of being aftonifhed at fuch 
inftances of oppofition, be rather furpriiedi 
how it has happened^ that in popular aiiiemfc- 
blies fo little managed, the opppfitioit 1^ 
government has not been greater, meat fK^ 
quent, more fierce, and more eatenfive. Sm 
much rich compoft js laid upcti the highly 
drefTedi and ptodudtive foil of a Brhiih Far^ 
liament, ^qd fuch attention is befto wed on ^ 
thorough cultivation, that thefe iiemot% parts 
have been negledted, and fuifeted to fhddt 
mit all the wild weeds of a vigoroids^ but 
imcultivated nature. Except infultiiig re^ 
proaches, angry prorogations, fudden difib^ 
luiions, rege^ed petitions, with now aod 
ihcfi a challenge to difputd on the origin of 
government, (Vide Governor Hutchi«fdn*i 
iftOK^i^ fpeecb») I on find nothing that hu 

been 
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been praftifei to^^ tame the genius of the 
ftubborn plain,** or to mollify the hereditary 
Ipirit of independency, that is charged upWi the 
American Aflfemblies. Under fOch indolent 
negle<!t« and fuch churlifli attentions, I could 
not pofitively anfwer for the melk>wnef(» 
and tr&^bility even of a civilized Britifli 
Parliament. I (hould not however ^ronclude; 
from fome four humours in our Houfes oJF 
Parliament, that a barren independence was 
the obje<3: of their wiflies; but that, like 
peevi^ virgins , they longed for fomething elfe. 
Oppofitioh to the authority of adls of 
Parliament is not a thing new in the depen^ 
dencies of this empire, nor confined to 
America. A denial of that a^ithority m 
fftuch greater extent, had once been veiy 
p<^ulalr in Ireland. Molineux^ one of their 
moft cclebrarted authors, (a great natural 
jphilofopfeer like Doctor Franklin,) a friend 
and a cerrefpondcnt of Locke, wrote a book 
which is ftill in requeft; The objed of this 
book is to prove, that England had no power 
to makse any laws whatever to bind Ireland. 
The aflBertion is not limited to taxes *, it is as 
broad und general as legiflature itfelf on the 
Jbrgeft plan. That book indeed was burnt by 
the hands of the common hangman here ; but 
the doftrines gained fo much ground there\ 
that ^thi Judges who admitted appeals to 
England were perfecuted by the Iri(h Houfes 

of 
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of Lords and Commons with th^ gredtefi 
rigour and afperity, and obliged to ny in a 
body to England. 

In confequence of this a declaratory ad: 
tvas paffed, afferting the fupreme legiflative 
authority of Great Britain. Nothing further 
was done. No troops were fent, or employed 
to enforce obedience. Time was given for 
the public ferment to fubfide. The appeal 
to the Houfe of Lords in England ^ was left 
to find its own way by its own utility ; and 
utility effedted that which force could not 
have effedted. . The Irilh fuitors found an 
advantage in a judicature removed from local 
affedtions and local prejudices. At the fame 
time the Irifh Parliament v;a%/oothedf inflead 
of being bullied. The leading interefts were 
gained. The ftubborn were foftened^ and the 
angry pacified. By degrees, as it was natuiali 
the ftorm was blown over. The Irifli 
Parliament kept its refolutions. England 
received its appeals. No harih laws wen 
paflTed for the purpofe 6f a teji. No /^jc was 
impofed for a /r/W of obedience. The'queilion 
of the right remains to this day open for 
the declamation of any gentleman in the Irifh 
or Englifh Parliament, and is frequently 
ufed with great innocence, as the interefl or 
whim of the orator on either fide diredts him. 

In Ireland it was not only in votes and 
refolutions of Parliament, that the authority 

.of 
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6f Gr^at Britain has met with oppofttioii. 
The refiftance to the trade laws by tumultuous 
violence, has been frequent and often fuc*- 
cefsfuL Wool was and is carried off in great 
<iaantities ; and great mobs have frequently 
deftroydd imported goods in one of th^ 
principal cities of that 4cingdom ; while other 
mobs intimidated officers from preventing an 
exportv of. prohibited manufaftures in the 
other. It is not long fince the exportation of 
live cattle to England was prevented by 
violence ; a violence at which the Magiftrates 
of Ireland thought proper to wink. Parlia- 
ment thought prpper to wink In its turn, at 
4hat violence and that negle^. 

But if Parliament, on hearing of thefe 
diforders, had dire^ed the offending Iri(h 
|x>rts to be blocked up, until the King (hould 
think proper to open them : If, on the negledt 
pf Magiftrates (full as chargeable on Ireland 
as America) an Adt of Parliament had 
.violently fubverted the corporate rights of 
their citfes : If, on the votes of the Iri(h 
Parliament, derogatory to the authority of 
the fupreme legislature, they had violently 
changed the conftitution of the fecondary 
J[^Tliament: If they had refufed all peace to 
Ireland; uottil the banifhed Judges had re- 
ttiHimed their fuadtion^ and until full com* 
penfation was nxade to them for their lofTes,--- 
thtce is no doubt that war alone would have 
. . fettled 
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Tpilfe^'how ih^.il^gflie of fi4boE$HRi^<|»ti 
iiflij^- I|»land i^wnfu M aits^W fMWlfii 
ceftame^!.' iMiwAoji ^iqnipUii^ Hm ^ftiffmiu 
in>4fiOfif^ our jright to- tax^ li^onot tel4 
c^(^l)tctji|3 fuhmiwoa.whicb'llieaflAutSii^^r. 
d«i«t(>th«'Wid}arityof Piirli9iiQ«i»r, BHtJ)M:> 
Ir^«tt^, ?vi9r recognized half £> auii^ilMii 
yS^eiic9 doc^ ki hpri let^r to the i^e^le^j^j^n 
Engl^od i is it true, -that in the ina^fit^tw^; 
fli^ d^ -qui^t, duciffil. aod obedient j i^i^i ^i^: 
ifr. foi btoaufe thi& secog^ition. /aefes- 1V9%[< 
< required-? Her Uwvm^A eKtcaondinu^^^Mpkr. . 
e^tTanoe to the Clerk of the Pellf> aof). loihebi 
Vice Treefurers, ^cii*\pro^tahU ft^^^fHr.ioi^) 
the public, (hews tha)t, in i^ i«i(,!^tt 
JoMiaaais, and the pet^Ufice^f herpEia|;iHpiliiPfA<,l 
Ihe can prove as lubfervient ;is caa-tj^.w^thwlot 
to.the coivvenience of admitHftratipm. ,.,,„.■ .\\\. 

[C.hfU-les Jenkinfoft, E^q. Heni^/I^<M|id0H 
£fq. Lord Clare, and WeIbore:£IMst/.j^4i^jt 
by, a Ute^vote of the |ri(h ParHameQ^ (lwi«i».i 
3500I. e-year each, over and atemirft jMWfr.. 
cxs>eA^€>> ■ The firft fer iife.] ■ . 1 j.'i , • Jt ' • 

Inland gives largely tp all pub{k.i(I^WfMr ' 
and wW i« infinitely ,flniore impPi^lM ¥k^J 
private jobbs,*—Wl^? Beci^ufe iMsg^^^|{> 

^tyes, and »ot we.th^t tahi., . < b:>b'r>Tjui 

Adminiftratipn h«s latiely fumtfi^ a^^^l^itci 
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ptoot o( their own opinion of the wifdont 
of i&hforcing all the rights of the fuprenie 
legiflature. It was but the other day (the 
beginning of this feffion) that goveniineii6 
applied to the Irifh Parliament for liberal 
grants, in order to fupply very large defi^ 
Cfencies. One would fuppofe, from the 
doArines of Liord Mansfield and his colleagues, 
concerning America, that the Miniiler in the 
Iriih Houfe of Commons, in order to fucceed^ 
muft have opened his Budget by an bight* 
aflertion of the rights of the Englifh Parliament 
to tax Ireland ; and that be had concluded t^ 
defiring them, on the plan of Lord NorthV 
contilintory motion , to fumifh fuch a contingent! 
to the fupport of empire as Parliament herd 
fhould thiffk proper. The proceeding of that 
/uccefsful Minifter was the diredt reverfe*; 
Inftead of getting the Irifli Houfe of Commons 
to acknowledge this right, he himfelfm ef{e(± 
difclaimed it. He even denied, that the 
Enelifh Miniftry ev« had afferted it ; : and he 
described the fpeeches on that fubjed in tbcr 
£ngli(h Houfe of Commons (though made byt 
men in thegreateft offices) *• as nothing more 
*^ than the rafh language of inconfiderate 
"individuals." (Mr. Rigby and Mr. 
Charles Jenkinfon.) Having very wifely 
difclaim^ authority, the Irifli Minifter. 
fucceeded by intreaty. If he had held the 
lang&Sge there, wbicfh Englifti Minifters 
Wl-I III. M held 
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hdd ^0;t^t,En(gJUh Co^ t^^q Parlia^icn* 
of that kingdom . vroujci hasd^j l\ay^ been 
pcGcfuddcd to.lend their UO(>ps in„prder ta 
i^ib)du(ff Irelaod: in Awieric«. The . only 
dependent part of th« eo^pir^; /which is at 
|itace». is at peace. by Miniftry's Aijclaimin^^ 
not by enforcing our right.-^Thp only .lev^iy^ 
which is obuioed,: Js ol^t^in^d wheice th^ 
power of impofing^is'iraouoced* SodifF^f^t^ 
in very diiForfliitf is unfuJbAantial theory f^nf 
^und pradlite I 

; .1 flatter myfelf I have 0iewn, that th^ 
oppoiition to the extent of parliaqienl;^!^ 

gowors'iiarnot been confined to Americaf. f 
avefhewn, that thfird^nialia Ireland was of 
"t larger extent; than that in America j an4 
therefore a denial of a lef^ extent (confined to 
the right to tax) could b<i no proof of a formed 
defign of independency, on the pa,rtj<^f the 
Colonies, if denial ^ in a larger Extent 'canpcj^ 
convi]61: Ireland: of the. fame offence. I have, 
&ewn. that . the Parliament of Ireland ney^i? 
Ittkdr any iornml ^knoWledgment of.th^ 
ppwex^ thislegiilature to bind that kingdom ^ 
thafe the power of England there arofe from 
our not puflhing every point j and; that Ih^ 
aflonifliing obfequiouuiefs of Ireland at this 
hour, is owing to our not having made ufe of 
aay one of thof e methods.of aflerting aijthonfy ^. 
which have been recommended .and ufeci la 

. Ajuerica.^ 
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Atnetit^: *AHtb!s forAis atkiillfa'pf^rfftteh 
againffithe utility of frith irtetliods;^ /^ v ^^^ 
f hope indulgence a little lofh^e^'^ift/^fc 
htfmble'plea to Lfard IVfansfieW, otj tfefe"*ikl 
of Amerijoa, for mifprifion of mdeftnUndSi 
If in the end. (whit f will not imagine) ,11ft 
^odge (hould give a harfh charge^ tlfe Jury ^ 
the public ma^ poflibly prove as refradlory tb 
the atlthorit)^of Lord Marisfield, asth^Hoiil^ 
bf Peers' has -been on a late . occafioft V 4rSd 
though hediredts. them to con vid:, they «iay 
ftill with fdmc- remains of Englifli firmn^fs» 
bring ia the prifoner Not.Quilty: "• '^\ • 
' VALBNSr- 



aci 



(by the same.) / ^ *^ 

TJburfJay^ Nov. a^ i7^6y' 

" YT (e^ifis tobe in the natural toiiflfedf 
rtiihgs, that men are very rarely brought tb i 
fenfe of guilt or folly, but through the midiiiM 
offufFering. * We are obliged to the Mihjftry 
for having placed us in this fchool of wfWfeU 
fomc difcipline* * ' > 

The mifconduifl: of the prefent war will by 
degrees lead the nation into a cfifpofiticm to 
enquire into the juftice of it. Never was * 
war hidre open to an impartial examihatiott of 
its merits. No Glare of falfe glory Jtl th* 
eXecutibu of our American meafures/ ha$ 
hidden^ the defers,, or gilded over the errors 
- • ' M z of 
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o£ tfajt)Of!iginal piaii«» ^Welmvecnlytoipraf^^ 
thatvoiir inftni^ion may not coittfe tocrbie wi 
QUf aamendmenti ^ •• :• » 

' 1 cannot eafily '4^it the opituon^ ; thai 
liowev.er bitterly Mre may quarreU there is 
iHH fiich a bottom of good nature, generbfity, 
and good fenfe, both in the European and 
American part of the Engliih< nation^ as 
urill it length incline the one to< hold cot 
unequivocal, folid, booejl terais of ao6om« 
modation, and induce the other tq meot tho& 
terms (though late and tftigracious in the 
QfFer) with a cordial and dutiful acqtuieiGDeocxu 

•* The Americans are at war/' (fays Lord 
Mansfield, the great affertor of Hie pl^ of 
hoftiHty) ** they are adding «n the offenfrve-^ 
** whether we were right or wrongs • we rauft 
•• proceed-i— we muft add violence tovicdeDce, 
^f. rigour, to rigour-^we are not todifofhl^xnate 
f ' the innocent from the guilty^-r if we'dbiiiiR 
^•,kill them, they will kill us/V ^ 

it is really lingular that a man in the co^l 
' declme of life, bred through the whole .c<kirie 
of it in a profeflion of peaces at Givil 
Magiftate^ a Judge, covered to thexdun 
with judicial purple, and bloodlefs uhipoited 
ermins, ihould be . diftinguilhed above all 
others, for a charai^er of hazard apd deipe* 
ratenefs in his counfels. Lord' Mansfield's 
politics always ftand uponaprecipioe^i When 
be a£ted with others^ in advifing-jdiBiiate 

coercive 
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iitMTciv^ /ineafares^ 'Ke alorte. Uras viider ho 

dedufidni I His ejres were' broad <bpen to tUe 

confequences . Knowing that thofe insafurcs 

led inevitaibly to Givil Wai*, he ufjpd:tbe fetal 

fixpreffion and' aufpice of Caefair, when he 

ilood-on the execrated brink of that' ftream^ 

^he croffing 'of which brought rilin onhis 

coutttry* He told the Houfe of' Lords m 

)ilain' words, that ••^ they had now paf&d the 

♦* Rubicvn.^^ This Year be exhorts thepto 

^ufli (m^that Civil War, in z manner.fcarcely 

•difFerent from the precedent of Csefar's 

*^eedb bffore the battle of Pharfalia. But 

we are not yet hardened by this inflaminatory 

eloqitf nee into fuch black and decided enmity, 

^^ tonxifit us^for a temperate examination of 

'hisr canfe and arguments. ** Kill them, or 

, *^Mfcey will kill us ! *' — ^Alas ! my good Lord, 

.^Enghilntien cannot chearfully accept this 

allcitnative; which you are fo good to offer » 

until we are thoroughly convinced, that fo 

>ldU ihem' is not mortally to wound ourfeJVes* 

' iThis military adage, ^* Kill thein, or they 

'^-* \^illkillus,'^ is as proper in the field of 

/battle/ ?as it is mifplaced and dangerous in 

ioounCiL 'When men have the bayonet to 

x<€acb' dtheor's breaft, there is no time for 

-Yqijibning.l But men deliberating at- their 

?^ie,:atdhot in that defperate fituation* It is 

-pdfcVtherefpre neceffary that they ftiould be 

:»<iftiaiiRedi-with tii^ie^ defperate f^eiYnents. 

;5»7i'i^ui • - The 
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T\re bufwiefs of the Statefman, and thrt^of 
the General, ought never to be confounded* 
Jt i& the Province of the latter to copfider 
ottly h(^<v War is to be fnade. It i& the duty of 
the f^rhTer fometimee to confider how w»r i^ 
tc^ht ended. Reconciliation^ treaty, nego*- 
ciation, and conceffion enter into the plan of 
the Statefman, though not in the operations 
of the General. If Lord Mansfield's feiw 
tinciints (hould pievail as maxims of policy, 
it would follow, that when men« upon 
whatever grounds, are driven to draw their 
fwords, there muft be no peace. until one 
party or the other is exterminated « 

That learned Lord refts much cyi the 
offenjive war undertaken by the Americam, 
in (what \% called) the Invafion of Canada. 
This he adduces as a proof of their defign of 
independency. If war had been as xnudi 
Lord Mansfield's ftudy, as it feenta to be Juis 
inclination, hemufthave perceived^ > that it 
jiever was, nor ever could be confined tso 
-ftridl defence. The very idea is fvU' o£ 
abfurdity. When war is once beguki/the 
manner of conduifting it, wijll be ittch m 
bids the faireft for fuccefs, - It concludes 
nothing concerning, the. original wterjve' for 
hoftility, nor concerning the propriety. i:ci|^ 
impropriety of makingpeace. *' * ; ' w/ 

Thefe Thihgs ftahd upon grounds: <tot»ify 
.different; th^ defire of Ajd^J^tnd^cyf*,!^ 
^ J every 
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feffeifiotlier motive to war^ mtoft iKrjm^S^^ 
hy the proceedings to that levwt. - .« t ^ * 
Foy • inftaace, I can conc^iv^ . a <afe - iq 
which Scotland might. take up Mtns^ s$ccXlaQ4 
might defend the terms'of th^ treaty oir <ypior^< 
even . againft the iialimita.ble auihacity ^% 
parKameot, which that xxtKiy^: by- *! a pre* 
** pofterous parade of civil armogefi)9t|ts,'^ 
certainly does affe£l to limit. I c^n <?onqeiv«| 
in ajigament, that a&a of parliajnent mjghl 

grfs to exclude the fi.xteen jPeerj-of Scotland 
om their feats in the Houfe of Lord?--<y tp 
alter the.prefent happy eftabliflinate^it of .^h§ 
Church of Scotland— Of to change her la*v'^ 
for thofe of England— ^r on the pka (pf, Jiei; 
iftcreafe of trade andi, wealthy to raif^f the 
pjToportion of their land-ftax»: I can coficeiva 
coo the pojfibility^ that mmy Murrays^ naany 
jHumes^ many Campbells, many StaartSg^ 
many Wedderburhes, many Dundaffes, and 
flaany Elliotts, might take up arms in favquj: 
of fihoie limitations of the power of Par* * 
Uanient, which the adl of Union affe£ls to 
eftabliih; and not contenting themfelves^ 
with defending Sterlings and blocking up 
Ediniurgb^ they might enief England^ and 
lay fiege to Berwick^ or penetrate to Newcajlk. 
But I ihquld pot therefore infer, that our 
Northern Kinfmen* who thus took :up ^rms, 
were aioling at an independe?2€y'^ which would 
deprive fo many of tbem.of the well-earned 

emoluments. 
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ediohim^ritiv which are the coi&qQeiMb of 
tbemcoraifaftaoA withEhgland. > :o r < >^ 
i!\UF flttiUa cafe were to^hsppeti, iivmitiire to 
ftifum L6rd Mansfield* that I, and mahy 
ErtghYhmen of faTiOtbtf confequenco; woiiM 
]itfar>him<plead in favbur of peace, and' foo 
tbofe rebels in 1776, with as mnchappiiCH 
hafioii, as we felt when he pleaded for jtifticd 
egainft'^ii&^r rebels in 1746. If any Load* 
besrted With fadioii, or intoxicated witt^ 
Court favour, (hould then tell him in ddate^ 
thafi£ng^i(hmen were not to lookat the jufln^ 
of the caufe«~that we muft. not diftisguifh 
^e iniiocent fronx tlie guilty-^that his' coun#- 
tryitieik had }idted on the ofFenfive^i-^that if 
we did not kill them> ther would kiU<u& i-^ 
we might pardon €ach a Lord his piejudioe; 
fiom our indulgence to his zeal ; but we omM 
never be brought to approve of his't«artiper; 
or to adopt his opiniohs« ' j 

If another JUord, at the expence.of liM^ 
candour and judgment, (hould chufe' fto 
^ifplay his knowledge in hiftoty^ andiw^ 
capitulate all the ravaiges of the Scotch £r<^ 
the e^rlieft times 1 their natural adJitenenoe) to 
eur natural enemy, France} their (fierce 
jftruggles for iJidependency, notn^ithflnndiiig 
the well-proved rights of our ancient Kting;*^ 
If a third (for fuch Ui load of cahinrui^^rould 
be . too great for the ibouiders. of aojft tiaro 
ordinaffy oratoxs) Oiodki c9oy dowa tbid^ilr 
i i 6 to 
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to^ tbct'^pfdfiiit': dayi i£ he Hiiou]d^ilatciv4fa5 
defign of a fepamtje feitkinen0Qx&:draip9mwtt 
in i^mmtJcX .the. F^rdtemder, frrtm wHhrH W^ir 
Chiefs rwere- broiighi! 'x>fF with ?<fJ mucli 
difficultjr,^ and at fo gteAt an expenoer^Sf ;th[k 
odioite < arememtiaraticeri (hoUM tbm* ireviida tbA 
Biempry of the t wa rebellions iinoi'the a^of 
Union, for the pui^ofe of deftit)ying»'thai 
unioti; all this migl^t found plaufibl^t^rfcone 
j^rejudkedears > hue I think ih weU^d^pti^ 
minds, it would excite the ftrong^fftl indfigt 
natJKm. rihould^rejoice to heav the >tlipiiiicli6r 
pf that eloquence . ^hich Lord. Maivifidfi 
would certainly hurl at the unfeelmgibpfai&i^ 
ofthiBunjuft, invidious, and plauiibfeltifM 
of largunaent againft peace« He woulBhave 
the hearts and appdaufes of all true i^ngliih* 
men* True E^iglifhtnen would not fear that 
Scqtland would be made uhgovemabie bjr 
our lenity; they would readily truA: to the 
fyatamal aflfediion of our Scotch brethren for a 
yeftotaition of lafiing peaces and with it, the 
mch Comnmerce of that country, ^ and the 
fervic^ and fociety of thofe few of its nitives, 
who might not think fit to repafs the Tweed; 
tov enjoy -at home the fweets of that liberty 
whic£iiltheir valour had purchafed for their 

wi'Intnis^ manner I fhould reafon oiiidflSdotch 
'XebelUoii growing from fuch k i|^rinciple. 

'|:iityeati) ai ri^lliott^lD^ prbferviiig4h(;»)(<»)ves 

* in 
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m^a fta^'affrdtdom;' not a rebellkm for^hV 
jUirpofe (jf reducing ihemfelves and- 19. to |k 
common (lavery. I cannot avoid' applying;' 
the ftttie reafonings to America. I wo4ild 
endeavour to make peace with both Cfi thtr 
av&f&fd ground of the war ; and I perAiade 
myfclf, that whatever the language of a 
few North-Britons about the Court,! 6j?: 
ei^pecfting to get about the Court; mzf bev' 
the body of the Scotch nation ihinK ^^ 
argue as I do. '^ 

I h^ve no right to endeavour at difcove^^t' 

ing by divination the fccret m^otives of any 

man's condud:; whilft theofteniible are fac)y 

as may fairly influence an honed ami a tiea#^ 

fonable man. To fupport in argument^ thjM 

independency was the original objed: of 

American refinance, we muft afiTwnnte, «* 

prove, that they had no colourable complaint 

or grievance. Lord Mansfield has teoiQiucli 

honour and good fenfc to affert, that" there 

was nothing colourable or plauiible in^ their 

objedion to their being taxed, in tbeir ciik 

cumftances and fituation, without their. con^ 

fent. The praftice on our fide may, fwr 

aught I know, be reconciled to priacipl«& 

of ft rid: formal law; but we all 'know .it/ 

can never be reconciled to any prinoiplesf 

of liberty. The queftion is then^ iwhether- 

an attempt to govern them contrary » the- 

principles of liberty, could be a real )tateie. 

7 of 
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ef qvarrel, bfvfsfi ib^ idk and fnvQlaffe,.;di 
to oblige US; to fe^^cH fbrv^i^m^^ther gi(^ii4. 

Whatever the fifA cauCs wa,s» 01 whatever 
dtfwcbfs irofe frqm it, the Americans, did 
iMRt go to extremities upon />^^/. - It is\ fom^ 
proof of their not having premeditate a 
fcheixm of . independency, th^t they waited 
for J fev^ral other grievances before they 
tbok up. arms. 

Bofton loft its port, and the Colony. of 
Maffachufett's Bay, forfeited its chartfcrr^ 
juftly fays Lord Mansfield, but . acD^inly * 
without charge, evidence or hearing, • Men 
coniider the right of being heard, as of {om^ 
import:in. juftice; if it be not. Lord Mans^ 
field's.<}fHce muft become a iinecure^ Aviong 
other human frailties, men have a natural 
love fpr their local conftitutions and partis 
cnlar privileges. We muft allow that (how^ 
ever i merited) the lofs of a favourite form 
of Government wi]l be considered and felt 
at* a very great hardfhip. Nations have 
thought an arbitrary and compulfory change, 
even of: habits, to be grievous. A form ojf 
gDVQnunept changed, is a matter of fome* 
what more, con fequence than the compulfory 
{deprivatiop of a Happed hat at Madrid, or 
beings ftripped of the plaid, and for(:ed into 
bfcecbesin ' the Highlands- — ^[The reader 
fieed ic^rce be told, that in tlie y^ar 1766 

• the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



17* Af»dB^I>h^v 

the attompt to oblige «he Spaniards ( by ibitv 
to lea^e ow a floucfaed hat that was in uk 
zmcAg tbfem^ cifeated fuch a diftuibaiiea 
atnofig the people of Madrid » as obliged the 
King) - td > fly from his capital, and -made it 
Bccenary fpr him to fend his favourite .oiit 
^f'tbe kingdom, who has never returned 
£no0j : Much lefs do we fuppofe -it iMdefiaiy 
to inform the reader^ that the pemnliiEon of 
quitting his breeches, and refuming his phid, 
is at this moment held out as a bribe to allure 
the Highlanders into the new levies againfl 
America.] - ' t 

The bringing theperfons of the Ameraoans 
ID trial in England, by a revival atidexteifr- 
fion of a Hatute of Henry the VHIth'; ^nd 
the fending them by an original ad; -of 
George the illd. to England, to look ^ for 
jitftice on any foldier or Cuibom-^Hoii£s 
Officer who fhould commit murder mi dbcfir 
relation>*-^hefe have alfo foroething of .the 
air of a grievance. I fhall fay nothing rof 
the A A for preventing their fifhery, ortrf 
that for prohibiting all intercourfe beitween 
Colcoiy and Colony, — ^all thefe have furdjr 
fy much the air of hard(hips {i mean to 
thofe who fufFer under themj that /I.,ihottki 
be much lefs furprifed to find ft p;9ople;at 
length provoked to independency Mby -fuch 
zAsi than I am to hear them accm^diiof 
ooriginaUy fcheming that indepeadeAcy.-^bi^^ 
^ . 1 caufQ 
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«acufevthcy ■ «^dd theip • Men/ ram:^ 
tlwarps ready^'td hiindble theinMvesri>^V«ii 
heSctk ihtir Creator, and to ackhowliedge 
his pimifhments fbr tokens^ of lovihg^kiiidU 
tiefs. : Wkh men they are mone hicUn©iiit<^ 
diipoteii and the arguments which pcfffedklfr 
Satisfy -thoie Who are in hafte it6 ittAiA 
puiiimtyvent, are not quite fo convincing to 
thofe who are to faiFer it. **' 

:* ! AU thofe laws (ivhich look fevere even.ia 
told reading) preceded the commencement 
bf hoftilities, of&niive< or defenfivei., It is 
not true« that a defire of free fubjedtion is 
in Ofltnre' the fame thing with a Schema of 
independence; and we may fuppofe men 
^ameffc tb preferve privileges, without. k^ 
jeAing government* ' 

The Colonies, like others who \hm^ 
cfngsi^ed in wars with their Soveicignv Intd 
l^efefore their grievance. But there thelike^* 
nds flops ; for there are perhaps ne inftancet 
on ieoom> of a people in fuch a iituation,^ who' 
have peifeVered with fuch a ^pertinaciods 
iiumiiity, in repeating their fupplicdticds 
far redrefs. There are few or no inAances 
f)if men in. arms againfbthe ordinary authority | 
Who halve lb long confined their applications 
folely to, t^eir own fovereign. Scdiseiany, 
:<vhere -they have religioufly avoided all 
babblliiiigand tampering with foreign J^Dwers« 
Ndnewhepe they have! fo noblyt paid .their 
'^ . • ' debts 
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aAts to the commerce of that ^bxirtf, With 
which they were at war. Whatever poxvef 
we have of fubfifting without them, or qf 
Acting againft them, is owing id a great 
meafure to their defire of avoiding a .final 
ni|ituVe with us. Men aiming at indepen- 
dency could never have acfled "in this manner* 
* Why, in common fenfe, fhould *We be 
more irritated againfl: the Colonift than 
tgainft other nations ? or why (hoiild A^'e ufe 
Wher rules to prevent pacification, than we 
trfe towards a foreign power ? ' I ihoUld be 
glad to know whether this mode of reafoning 
concerning old delinquency, or modern if! 
de/ign, was adopted at the late treaty of 
Paris? Did the late Duke of Bedford's 
inftru<Jlions oblige him to a difcnflion of 
the motives of France and Spain for half a 
century back ? I don't find that our C9urf 
has received any fatisfadtion on that hea<iU 
If the ttzl and induftry of Sir* John 
Dalrymple, or Mr. Macpherfon have made 
any difcovery in this curious mode of nego-i 
eiation, they will favour the world with 
t new quarto volume for the information of 
fiiture ftatefmen. In the mean time, I muft 
^ink, that I do juflice to the late Duke of 
Bedford (a man of fenfe, and a good pfadtical 
man of bufinefs) in fuppofing that he troubled 
himfelf with no idle enquiries that cbiild 
obllrudt the work of pacification. I do not 

hear 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



APPENDIX- tjg 

hear tl^a^ Lord Mansfield }^9 ever accufad 
that Piike of a negle<fl of duty. 

But we mufl not treat witjb Rebekl 
What hiflory is it that fupplies us with 
this maxim? Lord Mansfield will zlUxyf^ 
^Jiat the war agaipft. Charles the Firft wa« 
a.r,ebellion j Lord Clarendon, I believe, flile* 
it by pre-eminience the greai rebxlHon ^ *■ ■■■ 
does the hiftory of that time fupply us with, 
jap treaty ^ between Charles the Firft and. the 
|)eople in arms againft him ? Go, to earlier 
times. How was the. cputeil between 
Stephen and Henry? Stephen was con-f 
(idered as an ufurper, and perhaps he was 
fo. He treated Henry's partisans as rebels p 
but thefe; harfli names of Rebel and Ufurpef 
never prevented negociaticHi. .Treaty and 
battle went on, as it were, hand in hand ^ 
ind at laft the conteft ended jn a cojcnpromife* 

. The fhort and violent . rebel licwn of Wat 
Tyler, fliort as it was, yet afforded tim« 
/or treating, and that too by the King ia 
perfon.- Does the Scotch hifWy fupply no 
mftanccs of treaties between the rebellious 
Lords and their Kings? All hiftories are 
full of .them. Government often, finds i% 
fafer to, treat with her fubjedts, and to 
yield too, than to rifk the uncertain event 
of arms. 

But in all wars foreign or civil, in all 
difputes public or private, it is utterly im- 

poflible 
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jpoilible to ttrminate a controVerfy while onrf 
df th^/Ntigaiir pittidr^ tfuxks to^afTiMi)^^ 
fcm*>P4Wpernatiitol/Ml&rit^<>f difcftvtii^^ 
the motives of men's adions \ and "fcMily 
tells his adverfary^ . '* I don't value your 
'* offers afid profefliixis.. I know yotx^n^k 
•* what you don*t fay ; and I will not trea^ 
•* with you on the avowed and appa^nt 
*• caui^ of the quarref, until my cunouty is 
•* fatisfied upon the ground of a fufpick« 
** which I am refolved to entertain/* t.affli 
perfuaded that this learned Lord would pot 
argue fo inconclpfively, or wafte his bfeatliL 
upon a point not in iilue, if the real obje^ 
ox Miniftiy was to terminate the difpute,, 
Vyiiat his Lord(hip*s object is, I who tak^ 
the liberty of copiplaining of his faculty off 
divination, and who am, by no means, pr6-( 
vicjed with the endlefs line of his fagaeity; 
in "fathoming the motives of men, do pot^ 
at all know,— and certainly dare not ^uefs^^' 
But the effecS qf the condudl of his trieiKf^ 
in pertinacioufly continuing and wealtifyi 
conaudling a war without an pbjeft', ynifj' 
ipeyitably operate to the difmembcrpiOTt 
of thft Britilh Empire. .' 

. - ' ■ v^mKu 

r.i: uh •! *^:vdJ 
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I SHALL taKe the liberty of* otferipg my 
thoughts upon that great' article of SEiiiNq; 
IP^APKks, which, I own, ftrikes me in J^ 
very ftrong light. , , ./-:>. 

Bail will deliver every man from impn- 
fonment before conviAion, for ai?y offence,^ 
npt capitaj. An illegal commitment ma^^ 
^i? correded by the Aimmary interpofitioii' 
of the. king's courts j and even pe^fonat 
reilraint, at the wprft, can only jo anjj 
great degree affedt the.lingle perfonwlio' 
fufFers it. I have not yet heard of a Habeas 
Corpus' to redeem papers from captivity^i, 
^bmmiffions of gaol delivery do not extend 
to' (hem, nor can they petition for triaU '\\\ 
iJl^der^^o fgrc^ their liberty. It is not Hi 
o)ajA whoie papers are feized who is diftrefTed 
w\rt, feyt every perfon in the leaft conneAed 
witn hiin, may by the moft accidental cif^ 
cumftaiices imaginable be involved in the 
confe^^nces^ Thefe >6 "to the friend ismd 
the mend ^s friend, and, in (hort, it is im« 
poffible to fay what may be the extent of 
their influence. 

I doubt not but there is fome legal method 
^vg^L. lu. N of 
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of recQverkig papers^ as well ^ any ocber 
goods» which are unlawfally decairred from 
the right owner; but I am fuve the remedy 
muft* from the nature of the thing,, be very 
inefFedtoal, if it was iefs tedious and trouble^ 
fome^ than I dare fay it is,, as well as all 
bther proceedings at law. The mifchief 
and damages occafioned by the feizure of 
papers muft in every cafe be very greats in 
many infinite, and irreparable; fuch as no 
coofideration^ no reilitution can compenfasee, 
no iatisfactioii indemnify. 

Papers relate to the affairs of bufineis 
arid property ; the advantages, title^ and 
fecurity of which depend upon them ; but 
that is not all. Every man, who has papers, 
h^s his fecret and confidential corre^on- 
dences ; his private ftudies, refearches, and 
purfuits, whether of profit, entertainment^ 
or improv6ment. His papers contain all 
thefe. The merchant has his fecreia o£ 
trade; the philofopher his difcoverieg in. 
fcience. Every accurate man has the im-s 
penetrable fecret of his circumflancesj the 
ftate of his affairs . Many have their Wi l l S^ 
/eu/ements, and difpofitions. of their eftates, 
iealed up in filcnce, not to be broke, hot 
with their own hcart-ftrings^ The& .ave 
to be found among their papers. ,A maix^ 
riches may be there in things ktxmyn.'ta 
none but \ himfelf ; and .ills povertjr'tiiia^ 

from 
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irottt thcttceoKfy appear^, th^ unfisafbnabitt 
difcove!?}r tyi which mxy involve- him ii| 
irrepaiabkruici^ Papens are the HepbiiCortes 
of our fortunie; the truibees.of our- credit^ 
charadler^ and repuation; the fecretaries of 
bur |>leafiareis« They are lour clofeft confi* 
dfisits; the moft intimate companions of 
our bofom ; and, next to the rec^^esiof our 
own breafts, they are the moft hidden repos 
iltory we can have^ Our honour, and fame^ 
our eftates, our amufementSi oui; enjaytnes&ts^ 
our friend(hips> are^ and even our victe^i^^ 
ie', there : .things that men truft none • with, 
bi^t themselves j things upon which th« 
peacQ^asid quiet of families ^ the love andL 
union.qf relations, the prefetvation and value 
•of friends, depend. Secrets that may coft 
Ijnaan his:ii£e; fecrets (of which there arci 
maEQy) that tho*. they can neither affeft lif« 
nor liberty,; yet fome men would rather-die 
than havfirdifcovered ; the revealing of >ykick 
may rtnder life infupportabie, may diffolve 
every tie of nature, loofen every bond of 
fociety, and put ail utter end to the comfort 
of exift^nce. 

It k » fopthefe reafons, that wife men not 
mily ki^ep. their .papers with the greateH 
care, but ikt convenient fealfons purge theii! 
npafitojiriesi and deftroy thofe that ought nbt 
tx> be;pmferved, after the immediate purpofed 
of thenjtsure ai^fwered. They liavc above all, 

it M 4 a fpecial 
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a ipecial cMtt into whofe hands tbair ieciec 
j>apers ftiall come, after they are dead : ^ 
precaution that every man owes net only te 
liimfelf , bat to his family and frieods, perhaps 
to his country* 

^ But what need is there to enlarge upon 
fuch a topicki Every man's owti mirtd will 
ireprefent the thing to him in a ftironger lights 
than any language* can convey. Let any 
perfon, the moft private and the leaft em- 
ployed. Or concerned, in bufinefs, ftudy, or 
correfpottdence, paufe only a moment, and 
coniidfr if he would choofe to have his 
dofetrranfacked, his moft private repofitories 
fified, his (>apers carried he knows i^ot where, 
and expofed to he knows not whom. Let 
him likewife refled, that in this matter evegr . 
man is dependent upon another, ina fingukf, 
iyM unavoidable manner, to an unfpeakalhle, 
but inextricable degree i and that every perf<Hi 
may in a great meafure, or to an equal eflM^, 
fufrer the fame inconveniencie^ from the mis- 
fortunes happening to his friend, as if it bad 
befallen himfeliF: fo that in proportion to the 
extent of a man's connexions, and «)rref- 
pondeuce, is he expofed to this hardihip, 
and to all the mifchievous confequences of it. 
The moft fuperficial thought u|Jon d»fe 
things vnll fuperfede the ufeofany i^gamitit 
to con vrnce mankind of the important^nifchiefs 
attendant on a Ssizurs oi^ PapbrIi or to 
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fatisfy fhem, that perfonal Hberty/;4tfelf is 
not an objedk of greater concern than the 
fecuritjr of repbfitories is to moft men. 
. Is it not then abundantly provided for ? It 
is to be hoped, that it is by the law of the 
land; but it would feem the prefent practice 
of the Secretaries of State's Office pays no 
regard at all to it ; if what has been publilhed 
to all the world be true. It has not been 
contradi(fted ; on the contrary, it is ac- 
Icnowledged. 

The Parliament, to make private corref- 
pondence facred, has enacted that a fingle 
letter (hall not under the higheft penalties be 
opened at the Poft-office, without an exprefs 
warrant in writing from a Secretary of State, 
*;^n whom that particular power is lodged, as 
one of the firft Minifters of Government. 
What (hall we fay then, when we hear that 
a perfon (it is of very little confequence who, 
but it does* not leffen the importance of the 
confideration^ that he is a Member of 
Parliament) hashadALX his Papers 
16EIZED, without information upon Oath, 
by virtue of \ verbal Order of a 
Secretary of State, whofe powers as a 
Magiftrate (in which charadler only he ad: s 
in this inilance) are no higher it feems*, than 
thofe of a Jaftice of Peace : an Or d e r which 
the^ Secretary of State commanded to be 
carried into executicm at Midnight, though 
the-meflenger had either too much humanity 

or 
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of too Kjttte 'confidence in his authorify, Wdbey 
that ' p$rt of the order; or perhaj« had al 
m-eat^f' v^Ilie for his life, than'toexpoft it in 
lo^riiad/ah exploit, as^ a midnight entry into 
a xnail^s* houfe without fp much as the 
pretence pf a warraliA naming the owner. 
' The Papers have been carried to the 
Secretary of State's Office ; and there (as 
your dwi^ letters jntirjnate) they have been 
thoroughly examined. The hews papers 
have already publifhed fome of the privacies 
contained in them. Is this Law? U it 
Liberty? Is it Government? Or is 
it Tyranny and Oppression?' If it is 
Law, where is Liberty? If it is not 
Law, where is the Voice of Liberty? 

But can there he such Law, inthb 
TREE Country ? One cannot fUrely teaH it 
in the Constitution; and if it is in fhe 
ilatute book, or in the record of any court in 
the kingdom, it ought not to remain a moment 
longer capable of being quoted to difgrace the 
best form of Government, and difquiet 
the FREEST People. No Englifhman till he 
jfees 'it read or is informed of it, c^n bdieve 
that tl^ere is fuch a law in this Land op 
Liberty, Slavery itfelf could 'hardly 
endure ; it. tt muft be the 'heayies*' 
Bo^'pA'dE, even where there T^noFftfeE DOM. 
' To explain the mifchrevous 'hatiiri^- afhd 
dpprelTiye tfehdency of fuch a laHv, ^^thtfire 
" ■" '^ were 
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were any fuch, is paft the power 6jF\words#, 
To exaggerate the enormity of fuch pro-* 
ceedings, would be to infult the Ibwejfl;' 
underftanding in this country, when^ the* 
Genius of Liberty reigns. Such a^s- 
are littlefhort of Sacrilege., 

We are hbwever told by one PfarfoR lin 
your office that every ilep was taken by the^ 
attorney, zxxdifdicitor general s advice. . ,Th a X 
cannot be ; for the moft ignorant /conftablc^* 
in Weflminfter could have inftrufted yo^r 
Lordfliips' that a Verbal Order was. a* 
%y'arrant for nothing 3 and it is incon--.' 
ceiveable how ypu yourfelves could have' 
thought otherwife. Another champion of 
powerj who calls himfelf a moderate Whig^^^ 
virtdicates the whole proceeding by faying, 
with a perfpicuity peculiar to his own fl:ile» 
*? The length of time and feveral precedents: 
^^ w<^.«ri?/conftituteana(5tftri£tly legal, which 
V .may not be literally fo, (tbefe are his ow^: 
*f unintelligible words^J yet it will acquit rtiofe 
^** who adl conformable to precedents before 
y imcontro verted, and believed 16 be legale 
*f from any defignof afting illegally, in the 
•f opinion of every honeft man.** 
v.Howthe^e can be a precedent, unlefs jn 
Unavthentick meniory, for a verbal order^ is 
not fo eafy^o be underftood. This inilance 
will iaakerHone ; ior no body doubts of the 
illegality ^f.; it. The preced#nts ^f the 
•,».. Secretary 
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i^crittary of, c&ate'& office howevtf)', 16 ^tlpero 
ivttsftcint jDadofnhem, are of no^aitdfKHcicyn 
If thej have never been €Qntioverted» tkei» 
i( only appears that they have not yet famt 
jucUciaJly difputed. Hitheito, it is to be 
feared, it has been too much fr^gUi qn^ren^ 
iUidere, ieniem^ now it may be found to he 
^tndet fobdg. The regifter of Sir Jc^ 
Fielding's warrants deferves to cany more 
weight with it than the book of the fecretai^ 
of ftate's office. If that was fent to yout 
office for a copy book, your Lord(hip6» or 
at leaft your fucceiTors, would not hereafter 
caufe any perfon to be apprehended by 9 
Warrant that names no boby; which 
of itfelf is an offences for which a Chief 
Juftice in a former reign has beoii impeached. 

This ridiculous talk of precedents 19 
(hocking to the firft idea of a frj&£ do^ 
VERNMENT. They ought iiot to be onc^ 
mentioned. They muft at the name of 
LiBBRTY (brink back irrto the gloomy 
caverns of tyrapny, where fucb vulcaniao 
thunder-bolts only could be forg)^ j . ae 
ipe<5tres retreat to their difmal (hades at the 
words of a true exorcifm. 

There is indtted hardly any thing .fo wkked« 
or uncooftitiitional, but a precedent may be 
found for it, if the records of. the. iUr 
chamber, or the cnen^orials of tyranny # itn 
yeforted to as ^Uthoriti^s,^ .Xh^ great- Ai-i- 

:. . . ' GE|lNON 
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prepared Ihe {cilioni receiving tbe^di^xtfllMr 
ci-ORHMi^>RxYOLUTi^KF, was «x«dirted^fdJf 
kightfnfoQij andtheovertadl foTiWhif^hJitt 
died on a prqfdne fcaflfold; w«$iibar piaciiytfi 
Makxtscript fovtnd in hi^ cloiet^ ^in^btcH 
never - had been ptibliihed, and wa$^ ikic 
cpmpleted ; the hand writing of which w^d 
not. proved, a fiftieth part of it net prodaced) 
nor even the tenth part of tibal allowed to btt 
read at the trial. - * > 

. But in wbofe reign was this cruel tragedy 
aded? In the bloody reign of a. StuarPi 
Charles the Second, an unhappy prince, who 
ikcrificed the lives of the very people'^ who 
eaUed him from exile, to the fury of hid 
defpotifm, and who fold the honoiir of his 
crown for a peniion to fupport his infamous 
Bleaffure&»f**««r.Who condemned the *noble 
Martyr of liberty ? That arch traitor of 
kis country, the nK>ft infamous inftrument 
Qf .^f^g^al tyranny, and a very butcher of his 
own fpecies, Lord Chief JuAice Jeffries 
0f ROTTED Memory. 
. Look^o the reigns of a glorious Wi l li am, 
who nobly refcued and happily reftored, and 
of the iLji'irsTRious Georges, who to 
their immortal h4>ncur, have built up, tbis 
iJNVACittA^LK Constitution; Princes 
who have' 'r«iad -the value of Ekgltsh 
IjWeiitt in the luftre of the Crown which 

• ' ' ■ ' JT- 
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i-T placed upon their heads ; ' Pri&ces wha- 
have eflabliihed the Security of thp* Pko-* 
TESTAMT SuccxssioDr in .their awn auguft 
family iipon the fame bafi^ Math the envied 
Freedom of-THESE Nations; tbepilkrs 
of which are not to be ihaken. 

From thefe reigns cm there be produced a 
a precedent of legal authority for fucb a 
Seizure of Papers as has happened lat6]y?i 
Do their days fo much as fumifh an> allo^edr 
example of the faft to the fame extent? It; 
may be doubted if in the very worft of timcs^- 
\irhen arbitrary principles were riling to the 
top of the precipice, from which at laft 
tyranny fell head-long with its own weight, 
iuch things were avowedly pradifed under 
the^^ of authority; whatever mer^ power^x 
or rather force^ as irregular in its a^s, as 
unconilitutional in its foundaticm^ mighe 
perhaps do. 

. But what was the pretence of this late 
violation of rights fo facred in their nature, 
this invafion of property, in a critical point, 
which comprehends every valuable intereft a 
man can have ? A perfon is fufpedtedx^ being, 
the author of a printed paper, which, in. the 
judgment of the Secretaries of Statc^ was a 
leditious libel, and the proof of thefadl is ta 
be lifted out of his own papers.: ifor' yviun 
LordOiips have faid in your letter, ^wiiicb is. 
publiflied^ that fuch of the papers feised*. as* 

tend 
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tend M make cut tins giiilt of the tymnet are/ 
to be kept; and uiied for that purpbfeL > 

The reafon is nriofl inackquate; and tnuA 
appear fo to every man, who is not beat .out 
OT his fcnfes by the. jargon erf- lawyers, or 
confounded in hi^ own ideas with the quibble^ 
of legal nonfenfe. 

If there is a circumftance that can aggravate 
the injury, which is in itfelf too great almofl 
to be conceived, it is this ufe that is to be 
niade: of the papers'; and nothing can fo 
much add to the Alarm which the pra<Stice 
of Seizing or Papers muftgiveto every- 
man. 

When X perfon is brought upon his trial 
for any offence, he is not bound, nor will 
any Court fuffer him to give evidence againft 
himfelf ; but by this method, if allowed^ 
though a man's tongue is not permitted to 
bear teftimony againft him, his thoughts arc 
to rife in juclgment, and to be produced as 
witnefflfes to prove the charge. A man's 
Writikgs lying in his clofet, not pub- 
x^iGTHED, are no more thaii his thoughts^ 
hardly brought forth even in his own account, 
and, to all the reft of the world, the fame as 
if they yet remained in embrio in his breaft* 
When AX L a man's Papers* are feized, he 
IB at themercyof his profecutors. . Kdmemay 
be xifed^to proVe a charge, when .others, 
which)zn}/tq)freJfeJf\iould ^xciilpate 

' ^' c . him 
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him of guilt. It wai thus in the' infamous 
proceedings which robbed that hero of 
patriotifm, the great Svdnby, of his life. 
Scraps of an ur^nijhed manufcript were the 
evidences upon which he was condemned, 
when the reft of that very writing was not 
produced. 

The rack itfelf is hardly a more inhumat^ 
mode of accufation, or tyrannical method of 
proof. Both are equally againft the firft laws 
of nature ; and nothing can be more unlike 
the benign fpirit of our happy conftitution. 

In cafes of treafon papers are feited^ 
though even then it is always done with 
much circumfpe^ion, and under many 
reflri Aions as to the ufe to be made of them j 
hut that proceeds upon a quite different 
principle, a principle of fenfe and«rea&d. 
• Treafon,' in the general nature of it, muft 
be the crime of many\ It implies plots and 
confpiracies, which are carrying on hy 
correfpondence, and are to be difcovered ^ 
fapers. The fafety of the State, which is 
fupcriot to every other confideratioo, makes 
it neceifary, to ufe all poilible means 4o 
immaik the machinations of treajhn^ ^at Ifee 
dreadful efFefts mav be prevented. Pttpets 
therefore may be leized, and lelt^s^ intdf- 
cepted, as arms, ammunition, and 'Otho: 
warlike ftores may be fecured, that the ^n^ws 
"of rebellion may be cut. This is the fble 
- - reafon» 
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reaf<m, and end oi, fei^in^ papers, in a 
treafon^ble^ clafe, alti^ough mdy may after*- 
Wdfds be tifedas prooft of fuch overt aBs of 
ireafon as they are confte^ed with, or bear 
ttelatiotf tO| fo as to make them be confidered 
as a part of the profecution of the fame 
treafonable purpofes ; yet furely it tann6t be 
law even in cafes of treafon, nor (we hope) 
#ver was law^ with any but fuch a jud^e as 
Lord Chief Juftice "Jeffries, that ^oj^rj* found 
in a man's clofet, not publijhed, and uncon^ 
neifted with any thing but themfelves, cin 
conftitute a crime, or be brou^t as a proof of 

sguilt. 

What does however hold in treafon, will 
ti6t take place in other cafes. There is a 
certain neceifary rigour and feverity in the 
laws of treafon, which would be cruelty, if 
extended to other crimes. Many things are 
allowed in the cafebf treafon, that, if applied 
to other mMters, would be more mifchievous 
in their confequences than the things they 

'. were intended to prevent. 

It is treafon to compafs oft imagine (as it 
18 ealled^ or, in plain Englifh, to contrive 
ai(%itend the death^of the King, if it can be 
prov^ by any overt ad i and it could be 
no more than treafon adually to put the 
fovereign to death. It is not however 

.. ihufder< an foro humano, to intend, or even 
to . atten^t to kill another m^n* There is 
^ ' ■ 6 therefore 
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t))erefore oo exampfe to be dtoirn. ffom 

what z> or #»<fy ^ done ia cafes of tj^afoHi 
to any other cafe; and none can b? more 
Hnfimilar to it than that of libels. ... 
« Publicatioii is effential to a libel, apd thft 
criminality is intrinfic in itfelf. The offence, 
and the effeds of it, both Hand upon the 
Lbel alone ^ unconnefted with any ,othe* 
thing whatfoever. There is not therefoiei 
the leaft- colour of danger, or neceflity, t(» 
plead for breaking through any right, or any 
privilege of the fubjefl, for the fajke oi 
difcovery or prevention, in fuch a jC*fei 
much lefs to trample upon thofe rights that 
are the moft facred and inviblable, and the 
confequences. pf injuring them peoiici^ua 
beyond expreflion. The evil isgr«at;;the 
mifchief apparent. The utility and gCK>d IJ 
nothing, ot fo inconfiderable, z& to U^im. 
objedl at all. , .. ^ 

To the mercy of any government even 
convidts may have fome claim % the benignity 
of oursj guilt itfelf cannot forfeits Its 
fuavity, and mildnefs, in profecutioQS and 
trials, can be denied, or interrupted to nooe; 
Sufpicion, or accufation,, do not annul <t]|e 
rights of innocence; nor rob the fidjbje<Si:« 
either of the protection, or favour of tba 
laws. The laiity of juAice is, in £i^knd# 
its dignity. Fair trials, and gentk pipfecu^^ 
tionSy are the peculiar glory of this^xountr^i^jk 

and 
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and nO'tnan fhouM be dfepriv^d of thf 
b*neik; or advantage, his own' filcnce, or 
Aie fecrecy of papers not publijhcd\ canaflford 
to protedl him againft convidion. As^hiif 
can keep his mouth (hut, io his privacies 
ought to be facred, and his ^repofitories 
fecure. . 

But if the partitions df a man's clofet, 
(which is but another bofom,) a're to be 
wantonly broke down, on every flight 
pretence, or trivial occafion, and what lies 
there locked up in fecrecy, ihings that the 
worid never law, and no man has a right 
to look upon, are to be expofed at the 

^ huthour or malice of every, perhaps tradings 
juftiee of peace, (for fo lar it goes,) letthd 
mfoft partial determine what muft be the 
confettuences. There is an end of liberty^ 
an' ewd of confidenfce amongft mankind. A 
fevere reftraint is laid upon friendlhip and- 
oori^fpondence, and even upon the fi^eedom 
of; thought. In (hort, a fatal blow is 
given to the maft precious and valuable rights 
of mankind ; to the faireft privileges of- 
fotiety. The thing is big with mifchiefe 

, innuraemble, and inconceivable; the leaft* 
of' thieW not to be laid in the balance with 
aHithiJ danger of any liiel the moft feditioui 
thut'ian^be: publifhed, or with ^ny thing 
1©& thaq hi^h tnafon itfelf, which dctes,^ 
and 1 juftly <M.igbt - to^ ^overcome alt rights 
t*'^ ' what- 
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Whatfocvpr of toy individual^ be the coo* 
fequences what tney may, Jf care is ta)cen 
in that cafe, that no harm b^ done which 
can poflibly be avoided » nor any unnec^ary 
hardfhips inflidledt it is all that ^ can b^ 
expeifled, and as much as ought to be 
required. 

Precedents of feizing ih^ papers of printers, 
and publifhers^ are comparatively fcarct 
worthy having any. notice taken of them in 
a juft and accurate confideration of this 
fubjedt. The papers and repofitories of 
every private perion ftand upon a very 
different footing. If iimoQgil ibefi: any dii^ 
tindiion can be made, it is due to the caft; 
of Members of Parliament, for th«* 
fake of their Trust, and t)f the interest 
their conilituents have in their freedom » 
iecurity, and independency. On thefe all 
our. valuable rights depend; and they cannQt 
be exppfed to a greater or more dangeroijfa 
Infringement than an undue SEnzuR& 
OF Papers. It hasal^vays, for thisxeafo% 
been the great object of the House '^^ 
Commons, to proted: the Members of Par* 
liament from fuch illegal in vafions* 

The public may, perhaps, he thpught 
to have fome more power over thofe, who. 
are a fort of fervants.of the .public thao 
oy^t^ private perfoqsj and profefr?4 pwhn 
liihers (in the caf<g of publications) ar^ . ^i 
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fort^ oT' public perfbns . " TTieir Hioj^s andf 
qffltres; 4niteft)re, are in fome fenfe^ arid to 
a limited cfegree, the TiQufes of the ^tiblic. 

^'T'hefe kind of people, however, iall th$ 
wprld knows, are loon frightened, and inti- 
midation fpeedily checks them. Minifters 
know it; and therefore they ufe it wifhouf 
fcruple, and without mercy, when they think 
lit; How far that is confiftent witK the 
Liberty of the Press, or for the advan- 
tage of the public, is another queftion. * 

The authority of a fecretary of ftate,' even 
a hint from the office, and much more 
apprehenfions, examinations, arid menaces; 
will foon conquer thefe poor men's ideas oi 
liberfy, and make them "fond to redeem 
themiel ves.. They are very ready to purchafe 
exemption from a hard, expenfive, and dan- 
gerous prdfecution, direfted by poweir and 
carried oh from the public purfe, at the 
cXpertce of fubmitting to afts illegal, and. 
oppreflive,^ for which a court of law, and 
an EngHfli jury, would give ample redrefs 
and fatisfadHon. No ftrefs whatever can 
therfefbre he 'laid on fuch inftances, if any 
can be citetl^*but, at any rate, precedents 
of /Z?^ are not at alii or in any cafe, to be 
regarded. Legal Precedents are thofe 
whofeaifthority ftands upon trial, and judicial 
deeiions 'bf courts pf law, in Tihiis'^OF 
LiBB-RTY; and Jusi'fCE, - . • v ='*-** ' 

''^VOJL, III. O If 
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If there have been any examples of 
undue feizure of papers^ fo far from being 
precedents to jujiify^ or even to excufe thei 
pradbice, they arford the ftrongeft reafon 
in the world for giving a timely and effec- 
tual check to it; that it may no longef 
continue to be the grief and burthen of the 
fubjecfl. 

Precedents which have the ^^«^ of autho- 
rity, from the fandion of courts, though 
of arbitrary aild unjuft judges, in times too 
df tyranny arid oppreffion, can only be 
menjioned to be fcomed, and inveighed 
againft, in days of Liberty and Justice^ 
or to be fet up as beacons to wam againft 
the fhipwrecks, which the rocks and quick* 
fands of arbitrary power have occauoned, 
in former ages. 

But in the halcyon days of Liberty, 
whenJusTiCE is adminiftered with Purity^ 
care will be had to avoid precedents of 
feeming authority, to give to proceeding* 
that are arbitrary^ and oppreffive, the appear- 
ance of being legal. It is the more neceflary 
to do it; becaufe precedents of fuch times 
will have weight from the charadter of the 
times. Bad and illegal precedents of fa£l 
cannot be too foon, nor too feverely corrected; 
npt only for the honour of the government, 
and the prefent fecurity of the fubjedl, Tjut 
that they may not remain to be quoted in 

fuccecding. 
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fucceeding, and in worfe times, if fuch 
Dbiall ever be the curfe of this country, 
except as authorities agQtnft any attempt 
JO imitate the practices formerly coildemned, 
and.eflPedlually to prevent their being re-i 
Hewed or repeated. 

Every true Friend of Liberty 
therefore will anxioufly defire to fee this 
queftioh have a fair trial, . that he may 
know exa(n:ly how the law ftands, and bp 
fully apprized of his dapger ; fo that aH 
may provide againft it the; beft they can* 
If on every pretence or fufpic^on of a libel, 
or of what not only a fecretary of ftate, but . 
the loweft magiftrate of the, peace, may 
pleafe to deem one, in which Politics^ 

rARTY, PrEJVDJCE, and RjeSENTMENf , 

will always have a great influence, our 
Houses, and our Friends' Houses, are 
to be OPEN at all hours and under all ciiv 
cumftances to every prowling officer of the 
crown, actuated by curiofity, intereft, defign, 
or revenge, he will be the wifeft man that 
correfponds the leaft with others, and the 
moil prudent who writes very little, and 
keeps as few papers as he can by him. 
None but a fool in this cafe will have any 
fecrets at all in his pofleflion. 

That no fuch Badge of Slavery does 
yet exift in this country, is ftill believed. 
That it never may exift will naturally \^% 
th^ wiih of ^stiY Englishman. 

o a Extraii 
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^ExtraSl from the Letter from Albemarle^ 
Street to the Cocaa^Tree. 

itrVERY good man wifties the whole 
nation were agreed in Revohition principles ; 
and if we are one, in that relpedl, our name 
muft be one. The fire of conteft might 
then, without preying on the vitals of 
|iational happinefs, wafte itfelf in the diver- 
fity of political attachments, and ftruggles 
for power; the difputes about which, are 
the natural offspring of a free conftitution, 
and generally conducive to its vigour, at 
changes in it are oftentimes neceflary to 
promote the ^public good, 
' In a country like this, when men of found 
principles contend for influence, (and if they 
Qo not, it can only be becaufe there is i 
penury of great ftatefmen, which is a fign. 
of ftagnation, rather than a mark of health, 
in the political body;) they muft not only 
be rivals in abilities, but emulate each other 
in zeal, and attention to the general welfare; 
which is the fair road to elevation, and the 
only ftability of preferment, in popular, and 
mixed governments. 

Our national parties fprung up, with their 
unhappy names of diftinftion, in days when 
the encroachments of the Crown threatened 
the fubverfion of the conftitution* James I- 

taught 
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taught a fyftem of prerogative, confiftent 

with nothing but' flavery ; and his defceh- 

dants, corrupted with his falfe principles'^ 

obftinately purfued' his perverfe plan, to 

-their own ruin. The unbridled attempts 

of arbitrary power neceflarily produced 

bppofition, then refinance, and at lad ended 

in^ the expulfion of a race of tyrants ; a 

fucceflion of which had difgraced tne throne, 

and all but deftroyed this country, when 

their own family fell the miferable vidim 

of their irreclaimable attachment to defpotifm. 

If there are yet amongft us . any wretched 

remains of thole parties, they are the tattered 

rags of a direful warfare, between the 

ftretches of prerogative and the defence of 

liberty; between the faithful friends of a 

limited, mixed monarchy, and, the traiterous 

advocates of abfolute, and arbitrary fove« 

reignty : a difpute, one ihould think, too 

unnatural now to be brought back from the 

dead. 

.^he difagreqable diftin<flions that hereto- 
fore have prevailed, muft be placed to the 
account of the times, and the circnmftances 
of the nation ; but the fortunate change in 
thefe fhould now foften into general- bar- 
many all former animosities, and eradicate 
unnatvural, and deftru<Slive prejudices. If 
there is a diftinftion, let it only be between 
honeft men,^ and thofe who do not deferve 

the 
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the name ; between thgfe who will do anv 
thing for fomething, and thofe who will 
hot, on any account, do what ought not 
to be done. Let the honour and intereft, 
the gloiy and profperity of the nation, the 
juft power, and true dignity of the crown, 
and the rights of the fubjeft, be, as in 
truth they ar6, the common caufe ; and the 
principles of allegiance, and liberty, the 
cement of adherence to it. Thofe who, 
frora any motive, can defert that caufe, or 
deny thofe principles, will, with their 
country, fland in the light in which their 
own criminal and contemptible pondu^ fo 
juftly places them. 

If the Houfe of Commons fhoutd relin- 
quiih the rig^t, or decline to exercife the 
power of refolving with the dignity, and 
authority of parliamentary declarations, upon 
points of high concernment to the liberty of 
the fubjeft, and eflential to the prefervation 
pf our freedom, efpecially in the cafe of 
violations in the perfoiis of ' their own 
members, they would ceafe to be the grand 
inqueft of the nation, and furrertder one oi 
their higheft trufts. 

For parliamentary refolutions are not likf 
the words of a drunken porter^ fay fo who 
will. — {In the debate on General Warrants, 
Sir Fletcher Norton faid, he fhould pay no 
inore regard to a refblution of the Houi? of 
^ ' Commons, 
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Commons, than to the words of a drunken 
porter, in Covent- Garden.] — ^One fhould 
think England could not have bred a man, 
I had almoft faid a — , who would talk in 
ib ridiculous a manner : and no body has' 
more reafonTto ftand in awe of parHament, 
than fuch as are capable bf holding a lan« 
guage fo difrefpe6tf uL to it, fo derogatory 
to the great security of the nation. 
It muft proceed from ignorance, of the con- 
ftitutioh : and to confute the nonfenfe, would 
fee fuppofing it is not what, it really is. 
Lawyers, who are generally fettered with the 
trammels of their profefHon, may fay, as 
they fometimes have faid, that votes of the 
commons are not confidered as laws — ? 
*• Neverthelefs, (as the author ofthebeft 
conftitutional hiftory of England fays,) fuch 
is their efFeft, thzt Jhv perfons are fo hardy 
as to adt diredtly contrary to thefe decifions 
of the commons, fince it is, in fome meafure, 
to oppofe the fentiment of the people whom 
they reprefent. Befides, an adlion directly, 
contrary to' a vote of the houfe, is liable to 
be queftioned, when leaft expedled, an4 
draws upon the adlor the indignation ' of 
the houfe." It may alfo be remembered, 
that there are not wanting inftances of par- 
liaments declaring things done againft liberty, 
i^einous crimes ^ even, in an Attorney General. 
The obje(ft in view was not barely to 

condetni^ 
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condemn gemral warrants without namet 
for that the Houfe of Commons did, evcQ 
in the reign of Charles IL and impeached 
a Chief Julhce of England for grantifig 
them ; though the revival of the prai^ice 
loudly called for a frefh check to fo dan- 
gerous an evil.— Depriving the fubjedt of 
his liberty without a charge upon oath, or 
fomething as ftrong, is equally illegal.-— 
Clofe confinement for a bailable, oi^nce; 
arbitrary evafions of the habeas corpus; 
and above all, the unwarrantable feizure of 
papers; were objedks highly worthy the 
weightieft interpoiition, and an adequate 
puniihment* 

We deiired refolutions to vindicate the 
principles of the conftitution, and invigorate 
the nerves of liberty; to ihew that a due 
fenfe, and a becoming regard to it, infpire 
the reprefentatives of a free people : that 
the juft apprehenfions of thofe who choofe 
them, to be their defenders and proted:ors, 
are not to be' treated as the dreams of fancy, 
or the murmurs of feditiolv; nor the voice 
of freedom difregarded as the language of 
riot, or curbed as the petulance of fa<^ion i 
that the fundamentals of liberty are not to 
he taken up, only to be laid afide as things 
of no moment, and fhuffled into the he^ 
of unimportant, and impertinent matter^ 
that compofes the dreg of public coivfulta^ 
tions, and. the refufe gf free debate. 

Judicial 
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?. - ^fldioial tefiolutions of Parliament^ -fcafon- 
.ably ihterpofed, in vindication of the cort. 
ilitutiop, not in gratifii^ation of men*$ 
paflions, partialities, and refehtments, upon 
great and general dodtrines of magnitude 
fufficient to draw out its fupreme jurifdic- 
tion, are the Known, the natural, fafe, and 
(notwithftanding the bold fcom of aiiy 
officer of the law, however high), the 
moft operative protedlion of liberty. Thefe 
refcue, and reftore things to their right 
condition : they do not create, or enad:, 
but actuate, . and afcertain what already has 
a re^l exiftence, and ought to be in full 
vigour: they brighten, and illuftrate the 
principles of the conftitution, that threaten 
to lapguifh, and fade ; they quicken, and 
enliven thofe that are in danger of decay, 
and annihilation. 

You, the WORTHY gentlemen of the 
Cocoa-Tree ^ have honourably diftinguifhed 
yourfelves among the friends of liberty, 
Ypur country, with gratitude, proclaims 
your merit ; and the voice of liberty will 
loudly found your praife. Welcome into 
the bofom of a free people, and to be num« 
bered anjongfl the bed Citizens I You 
have followed the example 6f the venerable 
heroes in the caufe of liberty, to whole 
courage in the ftnate, and the field, we 
©we the prefervation of, the conftitution, tbc 

maintenance 
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maintcnanM of our freedom. Vou- haw 
but to perfevere in the fame glorious path^ 
find your fame will be recorded with their 
Immortal renown. 

Could you defire a nobler teftimony to 
your fervices than one you have? You 
ihare the large applaufes of fo many brave 
patriotSj who on the fame trying occafion^ 
with undaunted boldnefs, contended for the 
juft rights of their country, Amongft the 
foremoft (lands a gallant general, pointed 
out for fupreme command, by the unani-^ 
mous voice of his grateful country; it\ 
whofe manly fpirit, a welUtempered mix- 
ture of generofity, and frugality, fecures 
the foundations of t^ie dignity : renowne4 
for his prowefs, more diftinguiftied yet by 
his patriotifm; who truly poffeffes that 

ANIMUS IN CONSULENDO LIBER, fieoue 

^eliSloj neque Ubidini obnoxius : a brave foa 
of Mars, who follows not alone, but accom^ 
panied by many, hi^ fpirited companions 
of the war, wherever liberty leads ; who 
pleads her caufe at home, with the fame 
afdor that he fought her battles abroad; 
wreathing the laurels of the camp with 
the garlands of the fenate ; who thinks, 
and ftiews, that honour is not confined to 
military fervice, but is equally facred in 
all fituations, and in all capacities. There 
is fortitude which defpifes danger, and defies 
7 difmsjfion-. 
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iijkrjfion^ the independent fpirit that makes 
,fhe MAN ; the magnanimity which crowns 
the HERO j-^the bold foldier, the intrepid 
fenator, the fine gentleman, the warlike 
advocate for liberty! England has a Con* 
WAY, the powers of whofe Eloquence, 
infpired by his zeal for the objed:, animated 
with the fire of true genius; and fumifhed 
with a found knowledge of the conftitution, 
pt once entertain, ravifli, convince, conquer. 
Such noble examples are the riches of the 
prefent age, the treafure of pofterity.^-^ 
Sape audivi civiiatis nojirce pr^cJaros viros 
folitos itadicere, cum ma jorum imagines 

INTUERENTUR, VEHEMENTIS8IME S'lBI 
animum ad VIRTUTEM ACCENDI.— iJr/- 
Jtcet yion ceram illam neque jiguram t ant am 
vim in fefe habere*, fed memoria rerum 
gejiarum^ earn fiammam egregiis viris in 
peSfore crefcere, neque prius fedari^ quam 
virtus eorumfamam atque glori'am addequaverit . 
The honeft, and fpirited, conduct of the 
found part of the Cocoa-Tree, has done 
much towards reducing the ftate (if parties 
to tha^ ground on which a divifion cannot 
long fubfift, or effeft great harm. The 
banner of prerogative, which was wont to 
be the much-loved regal enfign, will not now 
triumph over the ftandard of liberty, which 
always was the favourite enfign of the 
jpeople. * 

^ - . If 
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If honeft men, that haVe been called 
Tories, are upon the fame \iottom, and of the 
fame principles with honeft men who adl like 
Whigs ; the ignominious remainder of either 
name may call themfelves, or be called by 
others, what they pleafe. Their condu<± 
will ftamp their charafter, the original of 
which is of an older date than any party 
name now exifting, and will continue Iqng 
after time has blotted out the remembrance of 
the worft of them. 

For the laft fifty years, the Tories have 
called themfelves the patrons of the people ; 
and the Whigs thought they were the 
defenders of liberty, the fupport of the 
proteftant fucceffion, ^nd the pillars of the 
conftitution. If the ch^radters were real^ 
the difference between them was to feek. 
But unfortunately they differed in theit 
opinions of each other, not without caufe, 
or they might long before now have been 
happily united, and the names of diftih^ftioh 
annihilated. 

Two reigns of the Houfe of Brunfwidc 
have not, that I know of, afforded a debate 
upon any real cjueflion concerning the liberty 
of the fubjed. The reafon is obvious that 
the favourite objedt of their government ^ai 
more amply to lecureit. i / 

An important queflion of liberty, h&x^e^ei^j* 
brings chatai^ers ' to the tefl, and ti^i<:B'-tK^ 

^ finceritjr 
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Sincerity of former profeflions; it elucidates 
principles^ and ^Himaiks pretences. Thofe 
who ftand forward in that glorious caufe, arc 
the true patriots, the found whigs, come 
from where they will, and whatever name 
they go by. They breath the fpirit of the 
revolution, and ftrengthen the bands of our 
fecurity. Formerly the only diftinftion has 
been, (but it muft no longer continue to be 
fo,) between tountry gentlemen and courtiers t 
it is now betwixt the friends of Jiberty^ and 
thejlaves of power. Arthur*s, or the Cocoa- 
Tree, Albemarle-ftreet, or St. James's, are 
not able to confound things under a Babei of 
names. St. Stephen's Chapel itfelf cannot 
•chriften thqfe that are againft liberty, Whigs ^ 
or thofe that are for it, Torys^ as long as we 
can |"ead the principles of the revolution 
without the help of treafur};-opticks. The 
diftindion between Whigs and Tories was 
founded in the ftruggle between prerogative 
and liberty ; a Tory therefore who befriends 
liberty is a contradi(5tion ; the character, 
excluding the name : by parity of reafon, a 
nominal Whig, who is againft liberty, is 
equally inconfiftent^ the conduit: beixjig in- 
compatible with the appellation. 
. A rank Tory is bad ; but a rotten Whig, 
if poflible^ is ftill worfe. The firft has 
the credit of confiftency, if it is his original 
^dncipki imd he has never quieted his 
4 fcruples 
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fcruples with the profits of conopliance. Tht 
other is . a renegado, who renounces hi« 
con virions ; forfakes his firftlove; and cuts 
off the bxafls that nourished him. With 
whom thefe gentlemen fhould aflbciate, I 
am at fome lofs to know. Their only fit 
Companions feem to be rotten Tories, who 
retain their principles, or rather their pre- 
judices, and make gain of changing theif 
profeflions. Let rotten Whigs and rotten 
Tories then, go together; and who will 
envy iheir fociety? But an Adminiftration, 
fupported hy fuch a confederacy, muft indeed 
be of a very black hue ; and its continuance 
may be judged of from the rottenefis, fragility, 
and incoherence of its props. Nor need any 
th»t comes after be afraid of wanting the 
fame affiftance, if they have a job to do^ 
which better men will not undertake. Thofe of 
fuch flexible tenets, and pliable difpofitiofls, 
will always be help at hand, ready to offer 
their fupport, upon proper terms, and eafily 
.turn with the tidej hcing very accommodating 
in their nature. 

The favourite cry has, of late, been, to 
aboliih all party names. , But managed as it 
is, I know nothing, that has tended more, 
than this very cry, to revive, and keep up, 
what moft people were very ready to forget. 
I^own, however, I am for the propofition; 
but I wifti to go a great deal faiFther. For 

• extincSlion 
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extmAion of names will go a Very fkort way 
lo a coalefcence of parties. It is beginning 
at the wrong end. .The axe muft be laid to 
the root of the tree. Let us cut up the 
foundation of the difference : names will^ 
like the fhadow,* follow the fubftance. Till 
we have but one principle, we cannot be of 
one name. 

No body, I dare fay, ever thought ; and 
no friend to his country ever could think, of 
profcribing men for a name ; or of barring 
the converfion of the ranked Tory that ever 
exifted. I am fure the pradice has been the 
contrary. Witnefs the lift of honours, and 
offices, in the laft reign ; witnefs how many^ 
who had been called Tories, not to fay even- 
real Jacobites, were well rewarded for coming 
into court, where their defcendants now 
Hourifh, with the additional comfort, of 
daring to avow, and aft, upon the fame 
principles of prerogative, and arbitrary power^ 
which their anceftors were paid for pretending 
to renounce. The fathers, by a feafonable 
hyprocrify, made their own terms ; and, like 
the orodigal, always got the beft garment. 

The great minifter* who conduiSed this 
country to a pitch of glory it never faw before^ 
made it the labour of his adminiftration to 
extinguifh parties, as well as namies : and it 
is a merit, that cannot be denied him, that he 
was more fuccefsful in the patriot defigp^ 

than 
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than perhaps any of his predeceilbrs were, or 
than any but himfelf will, for a long time, be. 
When he was at the belm, there feemed 
to be but one heart, and one miDd^ in the 
nation. His condud commanded an una-i 
nimity fo aftonifliing in degree, and fo 
amazing, in its effects, that thofe who are 
now dilpofed to find fault, though their own 
acquiefcence made part of the general confent, 
can only call it an intoxicated unanimity: a 
refledbion which does as little honour to 
themfelves who now pretend to murmur, and 
did not before remonftrate, as it does juftice 
' to the true fpirit of the nation, which then 
was fatisfied, and flill is content with what 
was before univerfally approved. Unhappy 
is it for this country, that fome of the 
labourers fainted before the harveft was 
gathered I 

Honeft mm did then as they do now ; for 
integrity is a confiftent charadter. On the. 
fame principle of love to their country, they 
fupported her liberty againft foreign enemies, 
and defended it from domeftick violations. 
In the days of concord, even the rank Tory, 
and the reprobate Whig; — the moft rotten- 
hearted of either name were dragged along 
with the ftandard of liberty, as the trophies 
of a triumphant adminiftration, the meafures 
of which ftilled the voice of oppofition, and 
£]enced the wlftfpers of conrolaint. Men of 

all 
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joll dciiomiiiations and charaders vr&it one 
wagr* becaufe there was not another road 
open. When an opportunity offers, principle 
and pay fcreeo the multitude : the foiind and 
the fordid, the fycophant and the fincere, then 
part: profpedls, promifes, and provifion^ 
draw away the hungry, the greedy, and the 
gaping] Virtue can only carry the virtuous 
and upright. When thof^ who carry the 
Sag (hew the way^ tl^efee/wg intereft will 
always be oh that fide. 

Mark, however, the importance of the 
charader of condudlora ; the greatnefs of 
the difference between Tories when compelled 
to follow a Whig Leader^ and when making 
^ true Tory fyflem. We have feen Tories, 
under Whig conduft, fupporting 'Whig 
meafures, and adopting Whig maxims : if 
(uffered to adl on Tory principles, we perceive 
liberty can only be fate, by keeping out of 
their reach. Tories, wh^n they take the 
lead, will wt)tmd, not protedt her, if (he 
comes in their way. 

We had a Minifter; alas I that we have 
not him ilill ; who has not only faid, but 
ifaiewn that it was the pride of his heart to 
humble the foreign enemies of his country, 
and who thinks he cannot fpend the laft 
remains of his health in a better caufe, than 
ftruggling to maintain the great barriers of 
the conftitution, aflert the rightfof thefubje<ftj 

voL.iii^ P • ana 
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ahd pwteA their liberty ^irift atbitMiy. 
violations . It was the fingular comtttcndatioi) 
of that GREAT Minifter's aidminiilmtionf not 
only to be ailifted by all the zealous fiiends of 
their country, and of the conftitution, but 
to be oppofed by none. He ftudied to unite 
parties » without confounding principles ; not 
fingly to make names ceafe^ but to get opinions 
to coalefce, upon the great foimdation of 
revolution principles : and certainly he had 
the fatisfattion to efFedt an unknown union 
and haj^mony* in the counfels and operations, 
the wifties and defires of the kingdom ; no 
lefs honourable to himfelf than advantageous 
to the nation I and beneficial to all Europe. 

[After giving an account of the Jf ate of tbi* 
national finances ^ as they Jlood at the time i the 
n^ble author concludes with the foUowing; 
oifervations.] 

The words acbn^my and reformation having 
loft their meaning j or rather meaning only 
extravagance a>nd corruption bejrond example^' 
The people luftly alarmed for ibei/ libertiei^, 
attacked in their perfons, their 4)rof)etty,' and 
even their houfes, by the arbitrary vio^ions 
of general warrants, and aggrieved by tktf 
moft odious mode of excife. — The tools of 
power, oppreffive in their profecution6> mor# 
oppre(Iive ftill when proiecuted themfelves, 
and- legally convi^ed-^ranfacking every, 
d^dlabk artiice. for ^^f^ eveiy iafamous 

chicanery. 
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chicap^, fjffpi^^^ privilege, bills of ex- 
ception, the frowns . of power, in^meniity 
of expence, &c. &c. under all which dif- 
couragements, and hardOiips^ the meaneft.o£ 
the people have had to contend, for alpf^^^ ^ 
twelvemonth; and ftill piuft conipnd, with( 
the greateft, wl^o are one day encouraging 
ind paying defamatory libels; the nexf,b^t 
at tneir own weapons, under^ frivolous dijl^ 
iinBions^ flying to Idw ; and, left tHat fbould 
fail, to Parliament, for the means of fimf^ 
pfeffing and punilhing what was only the 
biefl5?d fruit of their ovyn example^* — ^Such is 
thp candour and generoifity of our reformers, 
fuch the liberty and licehtiouinefs of the 
prefs.— 

A itt of n)en diftinguiflied by nothing but 
publick and private blemilhes, eyen in the 
^xcefs of them— pofleft of the reins of 
government — ^and fweets of office, prefent and 
reverfionary — ^prefuming to give law to theij; 
Sovereign in the mofl iniolent manner— under 
the jTpecious colour of delivering ipajefly 
from a pretended intention of the fanie kind 
of tyranny in others, who truly feel for the 
honoi^r of their mafl?r, who never had in the 
late reign, or in this, a fuperiority of influence^ 
Vut from fuperiority of talents and fervicef to 
their ^ing and Country, and who have 
fcomed to give themfelves even the trouble of 
€»ntradi<5liog that prepofterous heap of abfurd 

p 3 fallhobds, 
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falihocds, palmed, fo indufhioufly, (ipofi the 
public credulity, laft autumn, certain that they 
ivould die, and ftink, like their authors » in 
the noftrils of every honeft man : a fecond 
feffion of parliament almoft elapfed fince the 
fignature of the preliminaries. Without fo 
much as one ftep taken, however promifed, 
towards ameliorating our revenue, or availing 
ourfelves, by wife, and careful regulations^ 
of thofe cejfions, the utility of. which ha* 
been fo highly magnified ; and which are 
only as yet known to us, by the accumu* 
lation of expence; cdr the Solicitations we 
hear fo much of, for proprietary grants of 
the moft valuable of them, to gratify fiiend* 
and favourites of power, afloniihed as 
they are at their gwiv exaltation, ther ar« 
content to drag on, like a wounded fnaice, a 
weak, difgraced, difreputable e^aftence ; 
when they are confcious there is but one fet 
of men, who can giveluftre to government,. 
and in whom alone foreign Princes, the 
Bourbon confederacy excepted, willj or can 
take a juft confidence. — ^what charader for 
ability, weight, or credit, has, or how can 
fuch an adminiftration be looked upon, eithes 
abroad or at home ? 

Wifh a civil lift of no Icfs than eight 
hundred thoufand pounds per annum, [1764,] 
the crown revenues of all our conquefls, ali 
the revenues, and aii the intereft of the Jatc 

King'» 
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King's riches, in Germany, now flowing in 
with the arrears, in what light of fplendor 
does our Court appear in the eyes of the 
nation — in the eyes of Europe? I willnot 
appeal to enumerations, which I am afhamed ^ 
to ^recapitulate, and which a very Jhort me- 
-mory, indeed, can retolledl. 
.. If this be a true delineation, and you. 
know it is, pf the public fituation at this 
jime, wh^re can fijch pf you. Gentlemen of 
the Cocoa-Tree, who have (hewn yourfelves 
the ftrenuous and hardened fupporters of fuch 
ineafures and jfuch principles, look for a 

}*i^ification of your condudjt ?-r*Can you ftill 
lope to impofe upon mankind? Or, rather, 
are you not difcoverjed, and known to b^ the 
tools of prerogative, ^d enemies to the 
principle of revolution freedom ? — Can you, 
after this expoftulatory account of things, 
have the affurance to cpntinue in your affir- 
mations, that the prefent Minifters have as 
yet done nothing wrong? — Merit for them, I 
muft do you the juftice to acknowledge, you 
never have- claimed. — Will your mifreprc- 
fentations ftill prefun^e to lay to the charge of 
the leaders of the friends of liberty, a thirft, 
like your own, after employments ?— Men 
Vfho have, almoft all of tbepn, fiileJ* and 
facrificed the greateft Situations, to the love 
they bear their country— r Will you continue to 
40 this, when you know in your confciences, 
T .the 
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the moft probable fear is, that if the wJffie* 
of the puMic fhould fucceed, ah unhapj)y 
unwillingnefs will manifeft itfelf, inflfeald of 
an interefted eagernefs, to fill tjle high officei 
of the kingdom. 

Thefe important confiderations are left 
with thofe of the Cocoa-Tree, who prefer 
principles to names, reality to profeuions ; 
who arfe mifcalled Torries, and are indeed 
friends to that fyftem of liberty, which was 
founded in the expulfion of the Houfe of 
Stuart, and fecured by the acceflion of tfiat 
of Hanover, under \vhich their title 'being 
founded in freedom, it is our own fault if wc 
are not free.. 

I am, &c. 



Extrail from ibe Principles of i be late Cbange\ 
impartially examined. 

\A letter which appeared in the news^papers of 
the %oth of July^ 1 765, pretending to givf 

- an account of the change of Adniinijl ration 
, ^'hicb took place at that time — "The removal 
of Mr^ Grenville, and the appointment of 

A Lord Rockingham^ after Lord Temple ^nd 
Mr.ViXXhadrefufedi gav^r'feto this traSl!] 

OUR Author, fjpeaking with the dignity 
pi tiie plural number, gives us what He calls 

our 
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§ur Aeji "intsHigenc^ of the^ caufes of the 
difmiffion of the late MinrJierSj aod the choice 
made of the prefent Miniftry : and to thofe who 
know any thing of the fadts to which only he 
can allude, particularly as to the alledged 
iaults of the late Miniilry, which is the key 
to the whole f this cannot appear to be a 
mifrepccfentationof his true meaning, what*^ 
ever his words ire. ** The late Minifters 
wickedly rebelled againft Lord Bute, who 
claims tne merit of making them, and cx- 
pedred from them the homage and obedience 
due to a Creator: their infolence became 
infupportable ; their behaviour was /uch as 
could 4\o longer beyi^^r^^ ; their provocation 
muji be got rid of at any rate ; therefore they 
-were difmiffed inftcmtaneoufly^ (which by the 
by is agreat ftory, for .it was long before it 
could begot done.) Now you their fucceflbr&, 
you have yourfelves been great tranfgreflbrs, 
in refufing fubmiffion : but you are pardoned 
and received into favour, not indeed for your 
own fakes, but as neceffary inftruments to 
chaflife thofe whofe crimes were beyond 
. forgivenefs i having been found the - only 
fet who would come in, without which they 
could not be turned out. However, have a 
care : if you return to your old tricks, or 
tread in yourpredeceflbrs* ftep6, mark the «nd 
that is before you ; therefore grow wife by 
example; and if you would efcape their 

fate. 
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fate, in whofe place you are comet ioObv^ 

not their evU courfes. If you do, there will 

|>e found thofe who will do juftice upon yott 

alfo, if they (hould be brought from all the 

ends of the earth : rather than want hands 

to execute the provoked vengeance, there 

will be taken ftragglers from all Polities, that 

is the moft worthlefs of all men : for infuch 

n cqfiy J hope t (fays our Writer,) even thofe 

very Parties^ which often owe their Jirengtb to 

firange and unnatural connexions ^ would not 

befo dejlitute of men of integrity and capacity.^ 

as to deprive the' King of alt means of forming 

a Minijlryon true principles ofPatriotifm^ and 

€onfequentfy perfeiify agreeable and conformable 

to his own.** 

I have no doubt, the man means that it \% 
the Favourite J who is to form fuch a glc^rious^ 
adminiftration as he fpeaks of; and upon 
what principles it will be done by him^ we 
have already hadiufficjent proof: but from 
fuch poifon as his Patriotifm has appeared to 
. be ;— from Minifters; whofe integrity conliiks 
in conforming iohis principles, defend us I 

Such, I fay, is the real language of this 
Writer, and it i.$ indeed the language of truth. 
I know he fays, the late Mint/iersfew in the 
face of their Royal Mafler ; but that is only 
his manner of fpeaking. The fa<^s decide 
here. Was there ever greater zeal than the 
kte Mioifters manifefted, for what they 

' called 
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called tl)^!ioooiir of the King^ though a great ^ 
part of the nation thought it was no tvays 
conceraed in the affair? And perhaps the^. 
could produce very good proof, that they did 
not at that time contradid: the Royal pkafurew 
They brought a load upon themfelves, by the 
violent profecution of that caufe» which had 
well nigh overfet them. But can any man 
fpfcify an overt a<5t of th^ late admimftration» 
that was ever fo much as infinuated to be 
a ground for the charge of flying in the face 
of the Kin^, or in which his mind was 
forced, till the bufinefs of the Regency Bill 
came in hand ? * 

That, 'tis true, brought to ligfitfome part 
of the dark fcenes, and gave a peep through 
the curtain. But before that time, the heads 
of the adminiifaration had been fufpedled of 
fuhmitting to the influence of Lord Buts: 
they were called his deputies and delegates. 
Their defence againfl that accufation, often 
made, was that they abjured him; and had 
^vtn^ifulaied his removal not only from tfa^ 
King's councils, but from hi& refidence^ when 
they undertook his far Vice in their own 
perfons. They flated themfelves . to be ivi 
reality \Yhat they were officially^ the King's 
Miniflers, and refponjible zj^ fuch: they fouijid 
themfelves at laft obliged to fay^ and they 
did it publicly, that they thoi^ht it was as 
neceiTary as fit, in order tocarcy.onihe public 

bufinefsy 
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hw&t^tfCi, ttet thdfe who hkd t*ft chtrge of it 
flimiM have their mafl?er*s tonfidcnce ; dnd 
that ft was neither decent nor expedient, 
that gi^eat meaiures of ;governmcnft, highly 
int^J^ing to the comrnonweal, (hould he 
concert^^d and planned without the particU 
J)atton of tht&fe who, by their offices, are 
anf^erai')le both for the propriety and the 
fuccefs af the King's <:ounfels. They •bellieved 
feynnfethinj^ more wjs due to them than juft to 
ht cal/ed \fpQn to execute and carry through 
what others, to whom it did not belongs 
imd with w horn they had no communications , 
advifed, and projected. Can any one deny 
this to be the language of fenfe, and reafon, 
and the toture of the conftitution ? 

If the mjinner in which the affair of the 
Regency %ya$ produced, the htflory of which 
is now no fee ret, gave thrfe Miniilers room 
to think the K ing*s confidence was not wherfc 
it ought to be , the event has juftified their 
opinion. But what was their conduA on 
that occafion 5 They would not rejeft a 
falutary meafui e, becaufe they were not the 
*firft ddvifed W!ith upon it : they adopted the 
fcheme with alU that duty that it became 
fubjedh, as wel 1 as fervants, to receive the 
tnofions of the ;King*s paternal care of his 
people and family : they even admitted a 
part of it, which, whoever advifed, ga^ve bad 
Itad hazardous oDunfel to the Crown; and 

they 
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jhey are Tiardly to be excufed for yield tng, I 
dare fay againft their opinion, to a deviation 
jfrom the only coitipleat model upon record, 
of the moft recent and refpeftable authority, 
in fiifFerlng a propofition to be made for ati 
iinexampled encroachment upon the moft 
inherent, moft fundamental, and moft effential 
rights of !Parliament, and a dangerous precedent 
for an addition to the pretenfions of the Crown, 
by entrufting to the fole and fecret nomination 
of the Prince upon the Throne (who may nCft 
always be fo worthy of confidence as hfs 
prefent Majefty) the appointment of the 
perfon to exercife the regal authority for, it 
may be, not only a long minority, but an 
unhappy fucceffion of them. Will this 
^Writer himfelf fay that, in this inftance, the 
late Minifters Jiew in the face of their Royal 
Majlerf 

Does he then mean that they did it, by 
an amendment that was made upon the firft 
draught of the Bill, and was authorifed by 
a meflage figned with the King*s own hand, 
only to give the Princes of the blood a 
certain place, in the council of Regency, as 
the great offices of State do to thofe who 
hold them? This, I can conceive to have 
been thought a flying in the face of the 
Favourite, who was thereby put to wait 
till a vacancy ftiould happen in the number; 
before he could be named one of the Council. 
6 But 
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But as the amendment was an indifpenfabUi 
uQ, of juftice and of duty to the ^oy^ 
Famil)p^ itfelf ; fo for the prefent difappointf 
ment it occafioned to iLord JSute, of k 
primary oljeSl of the bill ^^ Jirfi tonfierttJL, 
perhaps to be a fort of eventual entail of 
power or influence; I believe the tate 
Miniflers may, with great fafety, take theijr 
trial by their country. 

If the Writer of the Letter thinks theH? 
yet remains to fupport his charge oijfyin^ 
in the face of the Kihg^ the other amendment 
made to obviate a doubt ftarted concerning 
the extent of the Royal Family, in regard 
to the capacity of being Regent, he inay 
pleafe to recolleft, that the doubt which 
forced the amendment, did not fpring fron^ 
any member of the admiiiiilration, and 
though the Secretary of §tate who brought 
in the Bill, did afterwards propofe the 
amendment, which was unanimoufly agreed 
to, he did it not till after he could have, 
.and certainly had the communications^ 
which . were underftood to be his authority 
for offering the alteration; nor even quitcr 
fo foon as he might, after he had thefe r 
for fo far was be from being precipitant, 
that our Letter- writer may have informatiocr 
from Lord Bute himfelf, that he, fitting in 
the houfe, prefled Lord Halifax to propofe 
' the limiting words a day before hi: dia it, 

anH 
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tnd (or 'this reafon did he prefs it, as he 
himfelf faid^ that it would make an end of 
^he debate, and becaufe he knew 4^e th^f^ 
had the authority^ for doing it. There i« 
furely therefore, as little ground for the 
charge in this article; and if the amend- 
ment was afterwards confidefed as difagree- 
*ble any where, and therefore caufed to be^ 
amended, perhaps, with more of indelicacy 
than of true refpeB both to the King, and 
his family", the MBnifters (hewed themfelve$ 
ready : and zealous to enforce and make 
efie<5tual the fuppofed compliment to his 
— • becaufe it was urged under that notion. 

The annals ' of the late adminiftration do 
not furailh another adl which our Author 
can charge to his purpofe, except the removal 
of Mr. Mackenzie, the brother; and of 
Lord Holland, the coadjutor, and trufty 
counfellor of the Favourite, unlefs it be that 
they agreed all to go out together, rather 
than anv one of them to enlift under Lord 
Bute's banner: which I fancy the Writer of 
the Letter has an eye to; as one of thefe 
firange and unnatural conneSii^s to which 
Parties often owe their ftrfngth. 

Thefe removals, and efpccially Mr* 
Mackenzie's, I have admitted was fiying 
in the face of the Favourite: it touched him 
in the apple of his eye, and was both the 
iign and the completion of Reb$llion againfl 

hira 
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him: the Minifters- the^reby fleclared - opea 
war againfl /hat influence, aqd avowed 
they did fo. But when was this done? 
Not till after the ftorm of Lord Bute's 
vengeance had broke upon their he^ds for 
daring to deny their dependence upon, and 
prefuming to renouncp allegiance and fub- 
jedlion to him. They had got their dif- 
miflioH, though the counfels of the fecret 
advifers were fo prepofterous, that no pro- 
vifion was made for a fucceffion of the 
Miniilry, 

The Minifter, as his reward for concluding 
the buiinefs of the feflion, was to forward, 
his own removal, by an adjournment of the 
Parliament, till an arrangement of fucceflbrs 
could be fettled. Their places were brought 
to market : but they bore no price i there 
were no bidders. Then they were called 
back, and, if what is generally faid be true, 
;jt the very moment that a treaty was ftill 
going on with offers pf the adminiftration 
to others, not clofed, but even continued 
after the recall. Thus faved^ if it co.uld be 
fo cal}ed, only becaufe none were thea found 
to take their room, they once more took a 
ffcfh I?afe, 9S they had done, after the like 
hegcKriajtion, in September 1763, and the 
facrifice of Mr. Mackenzie^ fealcd the new 
bargain, which was infifted upon for the 
declared purpofes that have been mentioned. 

They 
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They Wfent np . fariHi^iE, a^d- it -was goipg n* 
gmai kngth ; ^r £f^xf\ carry ifig thing.^ witli. 
a b^gh hand, yvhetk the h^miliauion naufl: 
have bpen wough ^^l^noft t9 adwt of any 
thing, r^wa^a fofft of a fu^tb^r tri*l tps 
enforce, the /i<ff(f?<? c^nvMM agaipft- tbir 
Favotrnte""^ Jnfiyenpei t|ie; ipfwc^ioM o^ 
which they hfid fe^n and felt, . ' . 

This, to be fi)re,. had the app«aranc^ of' 
giviBg a blovv/ 1^ :the Favourite s bin^ the 
WoundQ.d..ferp^nt. fropi the4nftsnt, rallied^ 
his ftrength, and returned to the charge f 
atid one mo|«ent wa« not loft, froip the 
time of the apparent reconciliation ;*nd rc^ 
cftablilhment <?t thq old Miniftry, till theif 
total loverthrow was accomplilhed. The 
interim "w^s z^ti^iX fede vacante^ nothing 
^one, not ind^^d cppld be done in fu^h 2k 
iituation, except giving ^ away ik>me things 
.that f^Il, by: the difpofitiqn of which the 
Miriifters covW not .but fee the power wa« 
departed froit) them. So that it may be 
truly faid, >lr, Mackenzie's removal was 
almoft the laft aft of the late Miniftry^ 
. For this fa(ft, clearly, they were executed, 
when their reprieve expired. Neither their 
public conduft, nor the private charaifterf 
of any of them, had the leaft hand ii^ 
their deftrufti^n : They did not die fo^: 
violations of liberty} to expiate generai 
warranUf Jei^^un ^ papers^ refltiSiioju of 

the 
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the Privilege^ txA ftcurity oiPdiiiameHit 
reftraint on the Freedom of the Ffl(fs^ 
rigorpus crown frofecutions % infirmaiUns for 
conftruBive contempts I effoins^ priviU^^ and 
odief obfimiiions to the courfe of juftict^ 
IHi^fe, with all their attendantft and con^- 
ioquencest whether jifftly or unjuftly laid 
at their door, does not matter to the prefent 
purpofe, were blafls which they haa wea- 
thered: and they could not with any reafoa 
come as charges, at leaft from the grand 
enemy. 

. It was not their unpopularity^ nor Canada 
Billst the Manilla ranfom^ the Demolition of 
Dunkirk^ encroachments in the fijhing of 
Newfoundland^ or difturbances in the fettle^ j 
ments ,on the coaft of Africa^ nothing oV 
the foreign Jyjiem^ or domefiit management of 
affairs, that haftened thefe Minifters to their 
end. They were not offered up to the 
complaints^ the cries, nor the wijhes of the 
people. Neither were they vidims to the 
refentmcnt oi foreign courts^ as fometimes 
has been the fate of Minifters: for the 
Miniilers refident here, from thofe powers » 
whofe averiion would not be a bad rule, 
for our choice, were foolifh enough at the 
tiine openly to fpeak out their apprehenfioni 
of a change, declaring, in a mannw as 
infoledt as indecent, but that fhould indeed 
4g;ive vs a leiToni if we had ears to hear, 

that 
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fkat tbeif toims would confid^r the re-^ 
inihting of Mr. P. as little Ihort of a 
declaration of war, and would prepart 
themfelves accordingly. 

The late adminiftration had not faileS in - 
yrhait is commonly called the King's fer^' 
vice : one feflion was got over after anotherj*- 
a jgfeat and growing majority i deferters daily 
pomingin; folio wing the /^^i;^/ zndthej^es: 
and oppofition dwindled into nothing, by- 
the impatience, unfleadinefs and incapaci^ 
of its rotten part. 

. If this be a true ftate of the cafe, and in 
truth it is, let any. found thinking perfon . 
only alk his own mind, what refledlions it 
prefents to him? What comfort does a 
change of adminiflration for fuch a caufe» 
under fuch circumftances, and by fuch in« 
llruments, miniftertothe people of £ngland? 
Can it give any fatisfadtion even to thofe • 
wtio moft wilhed for a change of Miniftry 2 
Men long to fee government once more 
refume its wonted (lability and dignity: 
even the fooliih thirft of novelty has almoft 
been fatiated, we have had fo many changes : 
I believe the feals h^ve one way or other 
ihifted hands eight or ten times within thefe • 
two or three years. But at this rate nothings 
can be permanent. 

There was a wiih for a change o£ the 
Miniftry : but a change on fuch a principle r 

VOL. III. (^ 'as 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



V,t6 APPENDIX. 

as this has been made is only mote to he 
regretted, than the continuance of the tbatig^ 
that was itfelf difliked. Parties produce 
ch^geSy and .we. exped: them as the natural 
effeft of a natural caufe ; nor do we de(ire 
to be without parties to occafion changes. 
I do not mean parties in principle^ which 
are diftrefs and ruin 5 but parties in opinion^ 
in friendfhips, conne(flions, arid attachments* 
Parties of that fort are but ventilatdrs to 
fan the confHtution, and purifv adminiftra-i 
tion. They overturn dne anotner by fupe*^ 
fiority of ftjength, excellence of fyftem, or 
advantage in abilities : and while thefe 
things hold the balance of power, oppofitioit 
will itfelf be a means of fafety, and an in« 
flrument of the public good. The conteft 
muft both regulate and eftimate the con* 
tenders : and the rife and fall of Minifters» 
in fuch a cafe, will moft probably be for 
the true intereft of the nation, as thofe will 
prevail who have the moft influence, that isj 
ftand beft by their country, are ableft to ferve 
her, and adopt the moft approved meafures. 

But when a Favourite lords it over eVery 
thing, all Parties aire loft in the vortex oi 
his power, all alike debafed and funk. No*- 
thing can ftiine but from the refledlion of 
his favour: fycophants and parafites only 
afcend s all contention is occupied in ftudy- 
ing his will, and courting his fmiles. He 

<:hoofes 
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dloofe^tWe wfaov'^ill htHtewehm: and 
mftcad of aftors, ^c have puppets : the- 
Mmifters of the Growri ire the flaves of a. 
kniniorr; obeidience to whom is th^ only te(b 
of fitnefs, and fupplenefs the beft* q.ualifi*-^ 
eat ion for employment. This We hstve feen^ 
folly verified before our eyes. 

The fall of ^ tl» late Miniftiy; prove* 
trhat it was that made thenD ftand fo long 
Ugainft all the external fhocksrth^y fuffeted ;. 
k'fhews what will make any. tt^i^<?r Undergo 
the fame fate that they, at laft, did. They 
lived by permiilion, and were extinguiftied 
by a pufFof the fame breath that gave them 
exigence. 

• The heft adminiflration hds lefs fecurity 
againft this irtvifiblt power than the worfti 
and there can be no good one that will 
hot fin after the fimilitude of that offence 
which proved mortal to the laft. This 
fecn4t lever will move the ftrongeft building 
that does not reft upon the odious founda« 
tida of Fervour itifm. In September. 1763, 
one {hake was given) but a3 there might 
then be hopes« the judgment wais fufpended, 
to try the fruits of that fevere admonitioa 
to repentaoce : in May 1765, the ftroke was 
ihore V violent, becaufe the iniquity was by 
that time come to a defperate height : and 
laft of ali^ the meafure being full, the 
t!xecution of the fentence of excifion could 
tio longer be delayed* 

Qjl There 
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There arc Minifters whofe encrgj the 
nation has experienced, and to them their 
confidence is attached. They dqfire to fee 
the glorious names reftorcd, that can give 
weight to our counsels , and for/ce to our 
treaties: whofe credit will engage the 
alliances of our friends, and their terror 
awe the difpofitions of our enemies • Tlieie 
might prelerve peace abroad^ and bring 
back domeftic tranquillity ; fettle things upon 
a found bottom, and improve the flate of 
quiet, to make provifion for the evil day^ 
when the clouds that are always gathering 
may chance to break. The remonftrances 
and reprefentations of fuch Minifters would 
not need to be often repeated in any court 
in Europe. But while their inflexibility, 
and the Favourite's power continues, oui 
hopes are cut off. 

One might naturally enough aik hefe, 
what guarantee the prefent Minifters have 
got? Have they gone to the only office 
there is to enfure them ? Or do they take 
the rifle upon themfelves ? 

This Writer tells us, thofe, now in the 
great pofts of the kingdom, owe their prefer-* 
ment to Lord Temple's declining, and to 
the Dui^ of B-^df^d's continuing in fuch 
a behaviour^ as no private man could have 
fuffered in any one of his inferiors^ 

So far I muft agree with this Writer, that 
7 *h.« 
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tKe choice of tHe new Miniftry was involun^ 
tary. Certainly others refufed before ' they 
had it in their power to accept. Even they 
themfelves, we- are (toTpeak in our author's 
ftile) ajjfiircd, did refufe only thrice before 
they accepted : hot indeed, it may' be believed 
from any reluctance to batten upon the good 
things of government, but from a confciouf- 
nefs, that in thefe circufmftances, it was 
likely to turn as little to their own account^ 
as it feemed to be for any good purpofe td 
the publick. 

So often, if what is faid be true, and it 
has not been denied, did the new Minifters 
decline; and, as it is added, they very earneftly 
preffed the firft recufants to ferve under 
the Favourite's undeniable lieutenant, who 
^vas originally held out as the general under 
whorai they were to enlift. A better proof 
could not be given, that they only defired 
to profit of greater ftrcngth than their own, 

'to fecure a portion of office to themfelves;. 

Thefe things are^ by no rtieans new. It 

is rarely we fee men great enough to decline 

*the employments of the State, when the 
means are not left of ferx^ing their country* 
But more commonly we^ find people out of 

' office, only bccaufe they ' cannot by any 

* means get into *it : and thefe are always 
re^dy to run into Court on the firft opening 
of the doof ; leaving behind them alt they 

profeft. 
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profcft, when without, that they may b« 
the more nimble for their new feryice. 
This was remarkably the cafe • three an<J 
twenty years ago — [174a] — ^and has been 
often iince; upon fimilar occafions- It is 
therefore no wonder it (hould be fo now. 
it will always be the fame, with the fame 
perfons, as long as they live, and with al} 
of a like fort. The only maxim many are 
governed by, is to follow the carcafe, as ali 
ravens do. Weather-cocks znd Jlo&^gaps^ 
even to a nick-name, are ever at hand : and 
jthe example of the old teaches the young 5 

Sic placet. Anmelius quishabetfuaiereffecun£i 
« Rat em occupare quid moramur aliteP 

Thus has an eagernefs to have overconrfU 
the fears of takings and the fufpicions of 
not being able to bold: and thus we have got 
9 Miniftry infpite ofitfelf^ if I may borrow 
the words of the Letter: a new Minijiry 
begot by the Favourite's refentment againft 
the oldy upon the hunger of their fiicceffors;. 
and by many yet thought to be little better 
tYiZtiJlill-born. It is however, i\i^ form of 
a Miniftry, or will be, if it gets time to be 
compleated. How the Promethean fire* is 
to be brought down from heaven to animate 
it, I know not. 

Our complaint againft the new Minifters 
is not for what they have done, but that 
ppthing Las ever been done l^y them, to 

giv^ 
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give U£ roopi to expecfi any thing from . 
them ; and that they have undertaken what 
they C(Hifefs they are not able to. 69. At' 
this rate, we may take half a dozen grena- . 
diers out of the guards », and make Minifters 
of them^ and with this fo^t of language 
amufe the people, till the nation is undone. 

The tone was the f^me when Lord Bute 
took the lead, with his cbo/en Chancellor 
of the Exchequer. Give him but a trial ; 
do not jud|;e him before he has done £ood 
or evil. We have feen, and (hall ever have 
reafon to lament the efFeds of that if/e^ed 
adminiftration. But there is this, difference 
too between the two cafes : thofe who were 
hired to trumpet Lord Bute's praifes, cried 
him up as a man of incomparable (though 
they were then unknown) abilities. H« 
had formed the King, ana none fitter to 
govern the State. Thefe people are fo much 
the more wonderful in their excefs of folly, 
that they confefs, and proclaim their own 
ability. They bear witnefs againil them-r 
felves, and their witnefs muft be true : out 
of their own mouths they are condemned. 

Did they not refufe the adminiftration 
over and over again, becaufe they owned 
they were not eqi^ to the charge ? Whence 
got they their new light ? Their language 
ever fince they came into office, is a wi0i 
that Lord Temple and Mi. Pitt would 

relieve 
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jrelieve them of the weight they eaimot 

\ We have feen in ourown day, the likeft 
thing to an ' interregnum in admihiftration, 
ah abfolute blank in the Miniftry, the King 
Iceeper of his own Seals for three months : 
but as it was a fingular incident, and marked 
'a very extraordinary fituatipn of affairs, fo it 
produced indeed marvellous efFedls — an ad- 
jniniftration of unparalleled harmony, and 
the moft firm and glorious that ever exifted ; 
the fajne of which will refound to the lateft 
ages, as long as there remains a faithful page 
of hiftory to record its illuftrious atts. There 
was at leaft as little hazard of late, as at the* 
period alluded to, if an unaccountable fatality 
had again driven us to fo uncommon a chafm. 
The woutid would foon haveclofed, without 
leaving a fear where the (haft paffed : and 
the confequences might have been delirable 
and happy, a^in the former inftance. 

An ignorant or unlkilful fteerfman cannot 
be lefs perilous, and will probably be more 
deftriidlive, than the want of one altogether. ' 
Of the firft the event (hall tell : the la(b needed 
tiot at all to have been the-cafe» and would not 
have bee» it long ; though thefe ger^rous- 
hearted gentlemen had not flown (b haflilyto 
the rudder; Lyittle was reiquired of them ; it 
>\'as otily to -let it, alone; the fitteft things at 
any rate, for them to have {lone. Had thejr 

beej[> 
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be^n wife enough to have taken that part» it 
needs no divination to Iky, and it may without 
any doiibt be affirmed, what wouJd. have 
happened. The malady would foon have- 
worked its own cure : all obftacles woulcl 
have been eflfeftually removed 5 and an 
adminiftration fettled upon a found bottom, 
fatisfailory to the people, and for the real 
benefit of the nation. 

We know the Cabinet has been poifoned 
with Lord Bute's fyftem ; and that. this has 
been one of the great obftacles in the way of 
getting back to the public fervice' thofe 
Minifters to whom the eyes of -all England 
look. Indeed the fyftem was taken up, .as 
the beft method of expelling them,^ in order 
to compafs Lord Bute's great objedl, of 
engrofting the whole power of this country 
into his own hands : and difficult as it might 
have appeared to be, to fall upon a fyftem. 
that could have inverted the ftate of this 
country, in the midft of the unanimity and 
fuccefs, in which Lord Bute found us» when 
he firft came upon the politicil ftage, he was 
wonderfully fuccefsful in his attempt, to get 
poflTeffion of the reins of government. % 

For that Lord Temple and Mr. Pitt were 
forced from the King's cotinfels, by anafivicc 
of which the declaration of war ag^infl: Spain 
was a moft ample vindication, though it was 
^ laboured apology for oppofing it. ppr that 

the 
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the Duke of Ncvvcaftk, after havuig been- 
induced to concur in chafing away Mr. Pitt, 
was himfelf difmifTed with ignominy, to 
leave in fole pofTeilion the Favourite, whom 
hj[s Grace had thought fit, by ^n aSl of his own^ 
fo bring into a minifterial office, to counter- 
balance the weight, of Mr. Pitt. For that we 
got z glorious ^e^^ce^ and bought iiovaourf elves 
in approbation of it, becaufe, we were not 
able to carry on a war, the fucceffes of which 
had almoft made an end of its expence. For 
that we dilTolved our natural alliances abroad, 
and renounced all connections with the 
common caufe of Liberty, and the indepen- 
dency of Europe, becaufe we are powerful 
enough to iland alone, againfl the moil 
formidable union we ever faw of our enemies. 
For that a door was opened without dif- 
tindlion at home to all the enemies of the 
K-^'s family, becaufe that was the only way 
to root out Jacobitifm, and to introduce^ into 
places, thofe who feemed to think the ad« 
miniftration of a Stuart, to which their ne^ 
loyalty was confined, was the next thing to a 
reign of that name. And with all thefe Lord 
Bute might, for ought I know, have yet 
been the Minifter himfelf if his . want of 
courage had not done more for us than out 
own virtue. 



ORIGIN 
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ORIGIN OF HEREDITARY NOBIUTY- 

JHfE celebrated civilian, Francis Hotomaft^ 
who was one of the moll learned men of 
his age, gives us the caufe of making 
hereditary the order of Nobility in France^ 
In his work, entitled Franco-Gallia^ which 
is now very fcarce, written in the year 1 574, 
he fays,— - — ^ 

•• We muft not omit making mention of 
** the cunning device made ufe of by Hugh 
^* Capet, for eftablifliing himfelf in his new 
^ \ dominion.— [Of King of France, anno 987.1 
•* For, whereas, all the magiftracies ana 
•* honours of the kingdom, fuch as Dukedoms, 
** Earldoms, &c. had been hitherto^ from 
♦* antient times, conferred upon fek^ and 
** Jeferuing perfons in the general conventions 
^* of the people, and were held only during 
*' good behaviour ; whereof (as the lawyers 
•*^exprefs it) they were but beneficiaries i 
♦* Hugh Capet, in order to fecure to himfelf 
** the afFedlions of the great men, was the 
^^ firfi that made thofe honours perpetual i 
<* which were formerly but temporary: and 
** ordained, that fuch as obtained them (houM 
*' have an hereditary right in them, and might 
^* leave them to their children, — ^Of this, feo 

** Francifcus 
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*• Francifcus Conanus, the civilian, cpqimcnl 
** ii. chap, ix/' 

It is fingular, that this fadl has efcaped the 
notice of moft of the French hiftorians. 



Account of the Duel between Mr. Whately 
# * and Mr. Temple. 

from iie Public Advtnikr^ ef September 4, 1775* 

lS Mr. Geprge Whately, the banker, has 
hitherto declined difcoverihg how the lettersof 
Meflrs. Hutchinfon and Oliver, Governor and 
Lieutenant-Governor of New England, were 
obtained by the Bofton fadlion, (by which his 
conduft appears highly problematical, if 
he is innocent,) permit me to communicate, 
through the channel of your paper, the ftory 
he circulates in private, although he chufes^ 
for reafons beft known to himfelf, to withhold 
it from the public. 

Mr. Secretary Whately died in Jupe, 1 77a. 
In the October following, a native of Bofton^ 
jrefident in London, not a hundred miles from 
Great George-ftreet, applied to Mr. George 
Whately for fome letters he .had formerly 
written from America to his deceafed brother. 
The banker immediately produced feveral 
parcels^ containing letters fronci different 
American gentlemen, particularly Meflrs* 

Hutchinfou 
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Hutchinfonand Oliver. The wily Boftonian^ 
who is an inveterate enemy to the above 
gentlemen (a circumftance then unknown to 
Mr. Whately) next aiked his permiflion to 
p^rufe their letters, to which Mr. Whately; 
not fufpedling any harm, readily confented. 
The Boftonian was then left in the room 
alone unt^I he had fatisfied his curiofity. Mr, 
Whately does not charge this Boftonian with 
Iiaving conveyed away any of the above 
letters, but he abfolutely avers that no pther 
perfon^ had accefs to them from the dme of 
his brotlier^s death to this inftant. When 
therefore this Boftonian 's chamber ^ as welt 
^& former zoYiAyiQ. in life, his inveteracy to the 
letter writers, as well as his viofe connexion 
with fome of the leading men in oppofition 
at Bofton, are fully confidered, I believe that 
no one will be at a lofs to. unravel this 
Hiyfterious affair. 



Trom the fame of November 25, 1 773 . ' ' 
i'o Mejfrs. Bernard, Knox ^/^^Mauduit, 



GENTLEMEN, 



ItIaD I not been in the [country, thtf 
refutation of your joint performance would 
have appeared fo^ner. Though I was not the 

immediate 
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immediate inftrament of brining t6 ligl^ 
thofe letters which have opened a fcene o{ 
villany almoft incredible, yet ' t alii fo par^ 
ticularly acquainted with that tran!(a<flioii as 
(q affirm, you have falfely' and wickedly^ 
adduced Mr. Whately^s authority, to choi^ 
it upon feme gentleman living in of t^zt 
Great George-ftreet. Why you ^ould fix 
iipon a gentleman there particfila^, I cannot 
conceive, unlefs it be that fueh a gendefn»( 
had the honour of detefting the malefadiohs 
of the corrupt Bernard, and bringing him to" 
Ihame. 

To put you to filence at once I affirm, that 
the letters which were fent to Bofton, hav^ 
not (ince his brother*s death been in th« 
pofTeffion of Mr. Whately, the banker^ 
whom you ignorantly call George. Let him 
tontradift me if my afTertion be untrue. 

If it would anfwer any public purpofe, th* 
gentleman, who really procured thofe letters^ 
and whom, with all your little low united 
cunning you will never difcover, would not 
hefitate to declare himfelf. At prefent he is 
content to enjoy in concealment the approbation 
of all good men, for having difcovered the 
wicked authors of thofe incendiary informa- 
tions which threatened the deffarudtionof both 
countries. The fubtle fpies, the fecret traitors 
fiand no^ confeft ; and the mercenary motives 
of their conduct are manifeft. The Americans 

arc 
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ate £vllf{diisAed\ thst die fevete meafures<^ 
this ccfuntry arafe £rom thefe mifinformatipnsi 
whkh, joioed with a €onvi<Aion of our having 
been fm|>ofed upon^ has produced a mi^tital 
torn to recohciliatioii. Tmfe are the happy 
eoiifequeiiceis.of the detetfifcioa of thofe letters ; 
€cmfeqiieHOe& which youi who have laboured 
equally with their wicked authors, to arm the 
ffareni hand ngainfi the child ^ moft cordially 
lament. 

The natural union will now be reftored— 
England will return to her old good- humour , . 
America to her former reverence and af- 
fedlion, coriimerce will again flouriih^ and 
we (hall ftand together the bulwark of religion 
and liberty againft the world in arma. Tlie 
Bernards aiyi the Hutchinfons will be the 
propitious facrifices to feal this union, and 
render it immortal. 

. To you, Gentlemen, thefe events are as 
hateful in profpedt as they will be fatal in 
reality, Yoa live only in the unnatural 
cdntention between the two countries. Your 
ifiterefts^therej^re, as much as your malignities, 
prompt you to ftir it up ; and to purfue thofe 
with unremitting ranxrour who endeavour to 
compofe it. 

- Were it poffible your induftry could point 
out the man who really furniftied to Americji 
thofe letters, from which fuch benefits will 
happily ftow^ it would ferve only tofix the 
4 gratitude 
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gratitude of the public upon its^MperolMe£b 
The ptiUic would ereft a Tnemiment to hm, 
borne updn the &nrile heads of Bernard^ 
Hutchinfon, Oliver, and Knox. It wo^d 
thus ftand as a perpetual roemorkiU that his 
repotation was raiiiiBd upon the bafenefs aod 
turpitude of the cominoD enemies lo England 
and America; 

A Member of Faruamemt. 



To the Gentleman ^whojigns A Member 
of Parliament* 

JtVS the Gentlemen, whom your Member- 
Ihip has thought fit to honour with your conre^ 
fpondence in the Public Advertifer of Novem- 
ber 25, do not feem tothink your compofition 
worthy of an anfwer, \ prefume, from fome 
Icnowfedge I have of the matters on which 
you found your epiftlej to addrefs you. 

You pretend indeed not to be •* the 
immediate inftrument/* but only privy to 
it. But, fay you, that privity enables you 
to alErm tnat thefe letters were never in 
Mr. Whatcly^s hands lince his brother's 
death;- Mr. Whately cannot poiitivcly dif- 
prove your affertion, for you know the very 
nature of the tranfa<ftion precludes waetf^ 
pbfitive evidence. Such evidence, however^ 
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ii^ tk^ HMtter WUl bear, Mr. Whately has 

friyepi in the fiDllowing iccbuiit', which, td 
bs beft of my reeoitediM, cormfponds iti 
bvery material circumftanoe with the atcoUitt 
which Mr. Whatel]r'€ candour and poItteiie& 
has induced him to leptsat to fuch i[^tk* 
men a» hav^ applied for information how 
thefe ktters trame to be publiihed. 

• Sorrte time aftJir the hue Mr. Whately's . 
f death, Mrv John Temple applied to Mr^ 
^ Whately the Banker, telling him that he 

* was a correfpondent of his late brother, 
*'and has he had in the courfe of the cor- 
^ refpondence exprefTed his opiniofi upon 

* feveral regulations propofed in America^ 
^ he wiflied to perufe them again, as he 

* ^pedled to<be called upon by the Miniftry 
^ to give hi$ fentiments upon that fubje£t. 

* Mr. Whately brought into the room a 
^ Ut^e file, indorfed American Lttt€rs\ and 

* gav^ them into Mr. John l^emple's handa 

* to Ictak over, who faid^ •*. I fee here are 
*« letters from GovemcMr Hutchinfon and 
•• Mr. Oliver, and fliould be glad to fe« 
^* what they have wrote upon th^ famo 
•* fubjed/* Mr. Whately gave permiffibn^ 
^ and being prefently after called oQt of the, 
^ ioom, left Mr. John Temple perufing thf[ 

* fetters. After a fliort time, Mr. Whately^. 
^^retutned into the rodm, when Mr* Temj^e' 

* thanked him for hi« politenefs^ and weof- 
•4^way.* 

Yoi.. III. ^ Mr. 
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Mr. Whatdr his alfo fafid, tha* iw-maii 
,hni Mr* John Temple hw had any accefs to 
this fiJeof letters unoe his brother's death. 
I mean only to. relate a plaia ftoiy, and 
cwhether it is to. be fuppofed that any of 
thefe letters have been taken oiit of the file 
or no, or whatever other confequences mzy 
be deduced from it, 1 leave to your Member- 
(hip and the reader. 

New-Eng/and Ccffee^houfe, ANTENOR^ 
JVi?^. 29, 1773. 



Frm the Public Advertiser. 



H. 



lAVING read in your paper of thi^ 
day an. imputation upon my charad:er under 
the fignature ofANTENOR; I called on Mr. 
Whately the Banker, whofe nanje is men- 
tioned, to know whether he had authorifed 
that charge, or avowed the truth of. the 
pre-f ended fa(fls on which it is founded. 
Mr. .Whately totally difclaimed them, and 
denied' that he had authorifed any perfon 
10 ufe hifi name, or knew the writer. I 
then read to him the ftate of fafts relative 
to.jme in th^ faid paper; all of which he 
sickiK>wledged were falfe, ejccept that, about 
a ye^r ago, he gave me fome letters of my 
<>\vn, written to his late, brother- when 

Secretary 
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^retafy to the Treafury; aifd that we had 
iogether read fome other letters from Gen- 
tlemen in America, but none df thofi^ lately 
publiftied of Meflrs. Hutchinfon, Oliver^ 
Faxton, &c. which Mr. Whately affured 
tne he h^d Aevec feen till they appealed ia 
t>rint.« \- 

: Anohymous attacks are ^nqt to be regarded % 
but if no notice were taken of th^m whefi 
namesare mentioned, concealed viliaini might 
in fome meafure anfwer their infamous 
purpofes. 
Great George^Street^ J. TEMPLE* ^ 

Dec. 8, 1773. 



'From the Samel 



X HAVE hitherto declined publifhing any 
thing relating to the letters of Governor 
Hutchinfon, Mr. Oliver and others to my 
late bjx)ther* and my intention was not to 
interfere in print on the fubjedt, nor havei 
I been privy to, or know' the authors of 
*ny of the paragraphs or letters that have 
found their way into the papers on the 
occaiion j but Mr. Temple by his publication 
of this day appears to me to make me a party 
in fuch a manner as calls upon me to date 
the proceeding between us^- left my filence 
fhould be conftrued as an affent to that 
R 2 publlcadon^ 
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publication. Mr. Temple began ^e C«l^ 
irerfation that pafled between us yefterdmy 
by diking if I was privy to the letter undet 
the (tgnature of Aktbnor ? I allured him 
I was fiot» nor did I in the leaft know the 
iiiitkor^ He pttKeeded to point out (twehA 
particulars in the ftate of fadts as contained 
m that letter, and to which he obje^edj 
fucb as his declining to re-peruie his cor* 
fefpondence with my tMcother, as having 
therein ^xfnffkd his opinion upon fevem 
regulations propofed in America, and being 
expe^ed to be called upon by the Minilby 
to give his fentiments upon that fubjedt^ 
whereas one particular letter from himfelf, 
with a paper annexed to it, was the objed: 
of his fearchi nor did he afiign as his 
motive his expectation of being called upon 
by the Miniftry to give his fentiments on 
any fubjedt-, and that the letters produced 
to him by me were faid to be on a large 
file ; whereas they were contained in feveral 
parcels; and that after a (hort time of 
abfence, upon my returning inio the room, 
Mr. Temple is faid to have thanked me fof 
my politenefs, and to have gone awayt 
whereas he ftayed and dined with me. To 
tbefe obfervations, on the part of- Mn 
Temple, 1 was far from niakmg any objec-* 
tions; and that every one may form luch 
judgment as may be thoughf proper, I beg 

4 kav^ 
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Ifftve t6' rdldte e.v9fy tranfa^ion between 
Mr. Temple and cnyfelf material to iho 
prefent point. 

Some time about the month of Ckbober 
in the laft year Mr. Temple applied to me^ 
and informed me that he wanted particularly 
to fee a paper relating to the colonies ht 
had formerly tranCmitted to my . brofher* 
with a letter from himfelf ^accompanying it, 
and that he believed fome of the letters of 
Governor Hutchinfon, Mr. Oliver, and 
others of my brother's friends in America, 
might piTobably afford fome light into the 
objeA of his inquiry. Unknown almoft as 
Mr. Temple was perfonally to me, I deemed 
the friendfhip my brother had conftantly 
(hewn him intitled him to -tyery ziiiikMnce 
in my power for the^purpofe defired, and I 
therefore made no fcruple to place that 
confidence in him as to lay before him, and 
occaiionally during his vifit to leave with 
him feveral parcels of letters from my late 
brother's correfpondents in America, in the 
exadt ilate in which they had come into my 
pofTeflion ; fome regularly forted, and fome 
promifcuoufly tied together; and among 
them were feveral from Mr. Temple hiitv- 
felf and his brother, imd from Govempv 
Hutchinfon, Mr. Oliver, and others j aa4 
during the intervals that J was in the ro^^n 
with Mr« Temple, we did togetjbier csfk our 
t . eyes 
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eyes dri ope or two letters of Govcrrtor Hut* 
chinfon, and I believe one or two other corre* 
fpondents of my late brother. In July feft I rci^ 
eeived information from Mr. Olivcrof Bofton; 
that feveral letters to rmr late brother had 
been kid before the Aflembly of the pro- 
vince; upon which I waited upon Mf. 
Temple, and told him I thought myfelf 
Intitled to call upon him to join his name 
with mine in afferting the integrity and 
honour of both of us ; that he and he only 
had ever had accefs to any of the letters of 
my brother's correfpondents in America, 
and that I was called upon to account for 
the appearance of the letters in quefVion. 
Mr. Temple affured me in terms the moft 
precife, that (except fome letters from him- 
felf and his brother, which he had from 
me by my permiffion), he had not taken a 
iingle letter, or an extract from any I had 
communicated to him. I faw him twice after- 
wards on the fame fubjedl, and the fame affu- 

. ranees were invariably repeated by him, and 
confimSed by him in the moft folemn manner. 
The fa6ls as above ftated with refpe<fl to 
}Ar. Templets perufal of my brother's letters 
I have related freely to whoever applied to 
me for information, and given every body 
authority to quote meon the occafion ; and 

. I have as freely repeated the affertions and 
affunpccs Mf . Temple has conftantly given 

V^9 
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me with refpeft to himfelf ; and there the 
matter at prefent refts. As to the puli^w 
cation under the fignature of Antenoji, I 
know not who is the author, I (hall only 
obferve, that it does ftate ** that I did pro** 
** duce to, and leave with, Mr. Temple 
** feveral letters to my brother from Goverw 
"nor Hutchinfon, Mr. Oliver, and others of 
** my brother's correfpondents in America.'* 
That is a truth. The other circumftances, 
to which Mr. Temple objeifted, are, ftriftly 
fpeaking, liable to fuch objedtions ; but 
I aver that I never did acknowledge that 
the ftate of fadls relative to Mr. Temple in 
that paper are all falfe, except his having 
from me fome letters of his own, and our 
having read together fome other letteig 
from Gentlemen in America. 
Lombard'Jlreet ^ Wm. Whatej-y. 

9 Def. iy73, 



w. 



From f^e Vvi^hic Adver^tiser. 

. Greal George-JIreef, iS Dec. 1773. 

HEN the malice of my enemies,' by 
falfely impeaching my charadler, had put 
me to the hazard of my life, I jflattered 
myfelf it would have refted filent and 
fatisfied: But as I underftand ihey are ftill 
bufy with my reputation, and a*e endea- 

' vouring 
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yfommg %y a tlioufand mirrepi«fm«iiicM« 
to deftfx>7 thst good name, wkich ta me H 
ifieftinu^le, I atn compelled to ftooble «)ie 
pablic with a derail oi thofe circtiinflaQce« 
which obliged me to appeal to the furord. 
I hope to mew th^ mjr conduft in (a doings, 
was propery as far as complying widi at 
cuik)m, the tyranny of whicn, I confers, i 
have not fortimde to refift, can be juftified. 

It is with infinite regret I find my£elf' 
pUiged to mention Mr* Whately, and tha|: 
fDmetimes in terms of cenfure. The part 
he took in the queftion made me feel my&If 
aggrieved by him« He anfweied me in the 
field like a man of fpirit and a gentleman « 
It is with pleaifure I do this jultice. to h\% 
charadler. 

When Mr. Whately was apprized of 
fome original letters from Gentlemen in 
America to his late brother, having been 
lent over, and made public at Bofton, he 
called upon me» read part of z letter from 
Mr. Oliver, complaining of the publication 
of his letters, and mentioned that he had 
gfven me accefs to fome of his brother's, 
letters from his correfpondents in America. 
We accompanied this with a declaration^ 
^hat he had not the leaft fufpicion of me« 
and did not know that thofe publifhed letters 
*i^ere ever in his pofleffion ; but he wiihad 
I would authofife him tp iay I h^dtheoi. 
• • not 
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imt fiom hifn» I gaVfe Mi. Wb^el^ i^erf 
^iTurance that a Gentleman coi^ give^ thik 
I had not taken any one letter, nor a )jne of 
one, from among thofe He (hewed to me^ 
but fuch as he faw and gave me leare t«f 
take» and which were all written by my 
brother and myfelf. I did this repeatedly^ 
and in the moi): explicit terms. Mr. Whateiy 
^peared perfe<n:ly fatisfied ; and I owitt t 
did not expe<^ he would hav^ mentioned 
that tianfadtion again in any in^^Kier that, 
could throw a poflibility of fufpicion on mf: 
charader. For in my apprebenfion, wheii 
a Gentleman h^s pledged his honour to 
;inother» to infinuate, or countenance a fuf-^ 
picion of him afterwards, leads inevitably 
to the confequences which have attended 
this tranfadtion. Some time after this ex-* 
planation between Mr. Whateiy and-myifelfi^ 
feveral paragraphs appeared in the Newsfi 
papery highly injurious and diflioswuiaUe 
to me. I was held forth as a monfter of 
ingratitude, and as a villain^ who, under 
the cover of friendihip, ws^tched for an 
opportunity when Mr. Whately's hack was^. 
turned, to rOb him of papers which w«re, 
in confidence put into my nands^ • -Qf jth^ 
things I took no public notice, not becauie 
they gave me no uneafinefs, but becaoio; 
I knew not how toredxttfsmyfelf. A, fearcK 
^fter the authors 0§ tb»m Icoi^Miye^ wo»lct 

W 
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be vgtn* Such malevolent attacks coulci 
kave. been made by none but covvurds, whey 
would tike, care to conceal themfelves* It 
leemed impollible that Mr. Whately could 
hav^.had any knowledge of the authors, or 
could have given any countenance to fuch 
^fpcrfions, after the folemn alTurances which 
I had "given him ; nor (hould I have troubled 
liim on the fubjedl if his name had not 
been ufed as an authority to fupport thefe 
falfe and malicious aff^rtions. Thefe writers 
artfully fupprefled three very material cir- 
cumftapces in their reprefentatiqns ; that 
Mr. Whately did not know the letters fent 
to Bofton were ever in his poffeflioi) j that 
Qfthofe which he put into my hands none 
appeared to be mifjing, which could not 
have been the cafe if feventeen letters, and( 
fome of them very long, had been taken 
away i and that I had given him bvery 
affurance, which a Gentleman could require 
or receive, that no fuch letters had been 
taken by me, Without the ufe pf Mr. 
Whately's name, the charge would have 
had no effed: upon the public. That Gen- 
tleman fuffered the unfair *nd injurious 
reprefentatiqns, under the fandtion of hi^ 
name, to pafs unexplained. I did^ exped: 
when he favv the purpofe to which the 
men who gained intelligence from him. were 
Applying it, that he vyould ip juj^ice tft 
4 i truth, 
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4nit!i, antl to me, have ftated the vAk>U af 
abave. If he had done fo, I appeal to the 
judgment of the public, whether any fufw 
picion would have refted upon tne, or any 
lerious confequences followed, I did not 
aik this of him, becaufe I thought he 
ought to have done it unafked. The» is 
an indelicacy in urging a Gentleman te 
do that which is his duty, and owes its 
merit to its being voluntary. The fiifpicion 
againA me upon fo unfair a (late of fadis^ 
aided, I fuppofe, by the private flanders of 
thofe who raifed it, fecretly gained ground ; 
and on the 8th of this month a writer^ 
under the fignature of Antenor, renewed 
the accixfation of me by name, vouching it 
with a converfation which he feems to hav^* 
himfelf held upon the fubjedl witjb Mr^ 
Whately. 

Under fo dired a charge, I thought it 
would not become me to be any longer 
filent. I went with the paper to Mr*. 
Whately, and receivied from him, as I 
imagined, a fatisfadlory denial of thofe 
pretended fa<fls which materially fupported 
the fufpicion^ This I made public; Mr» 
* Whately then came forward with his name. 
He omitted to ftate what was fclel}' efliential, 
that he did not know the letters in queftic^i 
were among thofe he put into my hands, 
9nd t^at pop^ of thofe \m\i^' which hb 

ha4 
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|nd ^nlniAed me appeared to he^miSbagt 
Wt fritted, the matter in fiurh A ihamier at 
ftnMgly to carrobcnrate the anonymous diargr^ 
IOmI gaye cdd, to my underftanding, the lie 
dtteS. They wha have any feelings of 
]K>naur will no(t wonder that I was impi-* 
itent under fuch an imputation, and thought 
every moment miferable till I had called 
vpon him» ' from whom I received fuch 
im affront, for honourable amends. The 
{\iUic is acquainted with the fequel : But 
the circumftances of that afiair have been 
ib falfely reprefented to my diihpnour, that 
I am obliged to beg a moment's indulgence 
till I ftate that tranlac^ion fairly. 

The Gentleman who waited upon Mr. 
Whately with my invitation, told him he 
would attend me as ^ fecond if Mr. Whately 
would have one on his part. Mr. Whately 
declined having any fecond, ^nd therefore 
I brought none. He appeared at the place 
appointed with a fword only. I gave him 
one of my piftols. We difcharged them 
mutually; mine being, at his requeft, the 
firft, without efFe<%. If his was not dtredled 
at me, it efcaped my obfervation« I then 
drew my fword, and apprpached him, who^ 
iad alfo unfheathed his, with a perfuaiion^ 
ground^ on his coming with a fword only, 
when the choice of weapons was in him, 
Jlbat I was to encounter ap ^dverfary much 

fuperiouj: 
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fuperiour to tnyfelf in ikiil. I foon found 
my miftake ;. and, as far as«t cxMtkk m£lMi 
in fuch a fituation, ckteimined, by woufutiim 
him in the fword.arm» to end tlm buiinf^ 
without a £ital ftroke* But my (kill wa^not 
e<|ual to my intentbn ; it- foon becaone a 
flruggle, inftfiad of a xegukr combat, and 
I could only avoid making a full limgep 
which probably would have wounded him 
mortally. The c(»2tortions of my antagonift's 
body, <kinng the fliruggle, expofed parts* 
which in a regular encounter could never 
have been touched . Wlien he turned himCeir 
to^ feize the blade of my fword with ki* 
left-hand, I fuppofed he received the woundf 
in his left-fide 1 and in fome viplent effort 
his (boulder muft have been expofed^ Thr 
extreme fmallnefs of the wound in that 
part being, as I am well informed, a mere 
punflure, proves it to have been accidentaU 
.Had my purpofe been unfair, I fhould/bave 
taken die life that was in my power ; had 
it been mortal, every wound would not have 
been fuperficial,* and one only dangerous, 
not from its depth, but its direiftion. ^ I 
underftand it has been faid he was down« 
In fuch circumftances it is as impoffible to* 
account for every thing that happens^ as to« 
remember every thing that panes* But of* 
this l^ am very fure, that though hie f flipt 
once« he neves fell. ^ t 
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It is pT5|icr fo apprize the nader^ that 
I am unfortun^Iy very deaf* If any words 
cf accommodation, as has been reprefented^ 
were really ufed by Mr. Whately, I di4 
not hear them. They who expedl coolnefs 
in the midft of fuch a conflidl, and deli- 
beration in the moment of a deadly point 
being at one'^s breaft, require too much. It 
is wclj that the pailion, which rifes faft on 
fuch an occafion, did not alter imperceptibly 
my general determination not to pufti fo 
forcibly as to make a deep wound. It 
is with • confidence I can afiirm, I wa3 
not guilty of any unfair adion, becaufe I 
never had an unfair thought — nor of a 
cruel one, becaufe my purpofe was the 
reverfe. 

I have received no bodily wound ; but 
they whofe minds can feel for confequences^ 
which they could not with honour avoid, 
will underftand me when I fay, that I have 
felt thofe wounds which far furpafs itf 
anguifh every bodily pain. 
• The. anonymous altaflins', who have been 
really tlrfe caufe of this mifchief, remain 
unknown ; but time, I truft, will drag them 
forth to the punilhment they deferve. 

Of thofe to whom I am unknown, the 
tandid and honourable are, I hope, con- 
vinced, that the injurious charges which 
have been brought againft me are totally 
7 withoul 
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writhout: foundatioiv-4»With thofe to whom 
J am known, I flaRer myfiglf the conftant 
lenour . of my life has rendered a defence of 
jny eondud: unneceffarjr. 

I have but a few words more to fay oporr 
the fubjedt.-^As Mr. Whately's narrative 
tends to confirm the fufpicion of nriy having^ 
taken from him the letters which were fent 
to BoAon, I do again moft folemnly affirm, 
that i neither took from him thofe, nor any 
other letters, but fuch as were written by 
jny brother and myfelf to the late Mr. 
Whatcly, and that with his knowledge and 
oonfent ; nor had I any concern, dire<5li)r 
or indirecSlIy, in procuring or tranfmitting 
jhe letters which were fent to Bofton. ' 

- : J. TEMPLE. 



Yo the, Printer of the Public Advertiler* 

sik, 

JL* INDING that two gentlemen have been 
unfortunately engaged \x\ a dudl^ abou< a 
tanfacStion, and its circumftances, of which 
both of them are totally ignorant and innocent, 
I think it intumbent on me to declare, (for 
the prevention of farther mifchief, as far as 
fuch a declaration may contribute to prevent 
it,) that I alone am the perfon who obtained 

and 
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kndtnmrautted to Boftoa the letters in quedi^ 
Mr. W. could not oommunioftee thenu 
becaufe they were never in his poffeffiont 
and, for the fame retfon, they could iB>t b^ 
taken from him by Mr» T. They were not 
of the nature of private letteri htweenfriends i 
they were written by public officers to pedbna 
in public flations, on public afiairs, and 
intended to procure ptiblic meafuresi thqf 
were therefore handecf to other public perfooa 
who might be influenced by them to produce 
thofe meafures : their tendency wu to incenie 
^he Mother Country againft her Colonies^ 
and, by the ileps recommended, to widen 
the breach, which they effefked. The chief 
caution exprefled with regard to privaqr was^ 
tq ksef their contents from the Colony Agents, 
who the writers apprehended mignt return 
them, or copies of them, to America. That 
appreheniion was, it feems, well founded i , 
for the firft Agent who laid his hands on 
them thought it his duty to tranfmit them to 
.his conftituents. 

B. FitAi4KtiH, Agint for the Houfe of 
Reprefenfatives of the Maffacbufets^Bt^k 

Craven-Jireett Dec, 25, 1773* 



^rofH 
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From the Public Advertiser. 

Cbeam^^th January, 1774.- 

It is with great reluAance on my part that 
I am again called forth into print by Mr. 
Temple; but the letters 1 now lay before 
tJie Public; tender it impoflible for me to 
remain filent. The following leytter from 
Mr. Temple tO' nie of the 28th of Decern- , 
ber was tranfmitted td kne at this place the 
day fbllo^^ing: 

SIR, 

THERE are fome moft villanous 
reports propagated againft me. Your con- 
finement, I luppofe, muft have • prevented 
their reaching your ears. It is faid that 
you fell upon the ground, and when in that 
fituation, unable to defend yourfelf, that 
I ftabbed you in the back, and in feveral. 
other parts of your body. Thefe ftories 
you know to be falfe ; You therefore are 
the proper perfon to remove the impreilions 
which they have made on the Public I 
alk no favour of you: my conduA requires 
none. The ftate of your health has hitherto 
prevented my making any application to 
you. As I am informed by your furgeon 
that you are now much better, I can no 
longer, in juftice to myfelf, poftpone it. 
What I have to defire of you is, that you 
VOL. III. S will 
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will inform the Public whether I did o* 
did not in every refpe<ft behave to you 
like a Gentleman, and a man of honour. 
I am. Sir, 
Your mofl humble fervant, 
Qr€at Georgerjireet, J. TEM^^l-E. 

28th P^r. 1773. 
To William Whately, Efq. 

I defired my brother to return the follow-- 
ing anfwer before I h?id feen Mr. Temple's 
publication, dated the i8th, but given^ tp 
the Public the 30th of December. 

SIR, December 2gtb^ i773- 

MY brother this day received your 

letter of the 28th December, in which you 

require hinri to faiform the Public whether 

you did or did not in every refpe<^ behave to 

him like a Qentleman, and a man of honour. 

If on a cooler confideratipn you fliould inform 

me that you ftill perfift in your defirc, and 

mean to compel him to lay the affiiir before 

fhe Public, I am to affure you, that as foon 

as his health is fufficiently re-eftablilhed, 

he cahnot on his own account have any 

objection- At prefent he is at his furgeon*is 

houfe in the country, and in too weak a 

itate to attend to this, or any other bufinefs. 

I am, your moft humble fervant, 

JOSEPH WHATELY. 

P. S, 
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|PC S. a letter may probfably come to my 
haod the fooner for beuig direfted to ine at 
my brother's in Lombard*ilreet. 

Mr. Temple's anfwer to my brother was 
as follows : 

SIR, Great George-Jireety %\ji Dec. 1773. 
I REQUIRED that juftice from your 
brother which one Gentleman has a right 
to expedl from another. You have anfwered 
me with an infulting letter* Had your 
brother, when he faw my characfter attacked 
by a fet of anonymous aflaflins, under the" 
fandtion of his name, ftated to the Public 
the whole truth concerning me, neither my 
reputation would have fuffered, nor (hotild 
we have been forced into a perfonal conteft.! 
If he choofes to purfue the fame conduft 
relative to the new falfehoods which have 
been with the moft wicked induftry circulated 
to my diflionour, the cenfure of it muft 
reft upon him. As to compelling him to 
a publication, it is my wifh^that he fhould be 
under no compulfion, but that of a true 
fenfe of what is juft and honourable. You 
fpeak of cooler confideration on what I 
have requefted. Sir, upon the copleft con- 
fideration I repeat, that I afk no favour of 
him, I expedled juftice : He has denied 
Jt, confcious of my innocence. I therefore 
now fet him at defiance, and am ready to 
cie^ his appeal to the Public whenever he 

s % pleafes^ 
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pleafes, firmly relying upon that jiiftice from 

them which he has thought proper to deny. 
I am, Sir, Your moft humble feirvant, 

J. TEMPLE. 
Your letter was not left at my houfe till 

late laft night, or it (hould have been fooner 

anfwered. 
This letter makes it a mattet* of necedity 

with me minutely to relate the whole 

tranfadlion. 

^ It was about one o*clock on Saturday the 

nth of December, that Mr. Izard called 
upon me in Lombard-ftreet, and informed 
me that he waited on me on a very dif- 
agreeable affair relating to his friend Mr. 
Temple. He then produced the News- 
paper containing my publication, and point- 
ing out thefe words *• that is a trath," 
iixformed me that that alTertion was the 
part to which Mr. Temple objedled and 
denied, and which he infifled on my re- 
tradling. I think I need fcarce adci that 
this was refufed on my part; upon whicji 
Mr. Izdrd delivered me the letter containing 
Mr. Temple's challenge, and appointing 
the meeting to be at four o'clock that after- 
noon at the iRing in Hyde-Park. Upon 
itiy giving my anfwer into Mr. Izard's 
hands, he afked if I propofed having any 
friend to accompany me; and on my 
informing him I never chofe to involve 

others 
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Others in my own difficulties, we partecL 
I cannot help obferving in this place, and 
whoever refers to the words of my former 
publication muft agree with me, that I 
deemed myfelf called forth by Mr. 'if'emple 
not for any reprefentation given by me of 
our laft converfation, but for an aijertion 
originally and freely made by me from the 
)beginning, and invariably continued, and 
which contained a facft I muft neceflarily 
(viewing the affair in any light) moft ^n- 
cerely wi(h had never happened, and which 
therefore nothing but a fenfe of truth could 
have induced me to declare. Unfkilled, and 
altogether unpradtifed, as I make no fcruple 
to declare myfelf in tjie ufe of arms, and 
the ftiortnefs of the time not admitting of 
any purpofed preparation, I provided myfeljf 
with the only weapon I had at hand, which 
is the reafon, and the only reafon, that I 
appeared on the fpot with the fword only. 
Upon Mr. Templets exprefling himfelf that 
he prefumed I had piftols. about me, I tol4 
him I had not : but that if he was provided 
with fire arms, I was willing to (hare hi^ 
arms with him ; and upon his fixing upon 
the fpot,. he delivered to me one of his 
piftolsy and bid me take my diftance. I 
retired a fmall fpace, and dellred to receive 
his fire, which he gave me without efFedt, 
I then pointed my piftol in a line with my 

antagonift's 
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antagonift's l?ody, but purpofely raifed con- 
fiderably above his head. Mr. Temple then 
drew his fword ; I did the fame. He foon 
took occafion to obferve to me, that he 
perceived I was no fwordfman, which I 
readily confefTed. Early in the conteft he 
feized my fword with his left hand, and 
bid me alk my life. I peremptorily refufed, 
and a flight effort difengaged us. I very foon 
had him at the fame advantage. I had his 
fword fecured in my left hand, and my owrt 
fword at liberty ; when I bid him not to afl^ 
his life, but to take it unaflced. We wereagain 
difengaged, and foon I once more availed my- 
felf of another opportunity to feize his fword, 
and again I bid him take his life unafked. He 
proceeded on each of thefe occafions ^s not 
hearing me, at leaft he made no reply. I 
am far from unwilling to make allowance 
for the infirmity of my opponent. After 
this I made no further effort to feize his 
fword^ but continued to aft on the defenfive 
only, though on feveral occafions many 
parts of his body appeared to my judgment 
to be unguarded, and, with fecurity to my- 
felf, open to my attack. My conduct was 
lb obvioufly defenfive, that it was even 
noticed by Mr. Temple, to whom I made 
no other reply, than that I fliould defend 
my life. The conteft continued ; the coun- 
tenance of • my antagonift ftill fometimes 

bearing 
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jbeating ftiongly the marks of paffiort and 
rage. It was, I prefume, under fome fuch 
unhappy, ungovernable influence, that late 
in the affair, and not long before we were 
^ parted, he declared he would put me to 
death. But in this part of my narrative let 
tn6 add, that he never appeared to me to 
tnake any long lunge at me. One or tw<y 
horfemen and fome perfons ot\ foQt were 
foon afterwards at no great diftance, and 
making up to us, and my foot^ in retreating* 
happening to flip, I fell fiirfl: on my fword 
hand, and then on my left hand j and before 
I could recover myfelf, feveral perfons were 
near to us. Mr. Temple ftepped up to me^ 
and faid we fliould meet again, arid even 
propofed then to withdraw. I do not recol- 
ledl that I returned any anfwer; in a little 
time Mr. lizard came up to us, and now 
finding my lofs of blood was confiderable, 
and that my breaft was affected in a manner 
that made me draw my breath with difficulty, 
I accepted Mr. Izard's offer to take his 
coach, which was then in the Park, and 
near at hand, to convey me to .Mr. Sanxay^s, 
or Mr. Davenport's, my furgeons. In our 
way to Effex-fl:reet on my mentioning to 
Mr. Izard fome circumftances of the affair, 
and particularly, my having twice hold of 
my adverfary's fword, and the ufe I made 
of thofe fituations, he fuggeflred that it WQuld 

be 
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be better to fay nothing of. the duel, alledgiitg 
that Mr. Temple was a man of that violence 
of temper, that if any mifreprefentaiions 
were to get abroad, which is always, more 
or lefs, the cafe, it might induce bim to 
renew it. The only anfwer I could make, 
and the only anfwer I did make, was, that 
I had neither a motive or wifh to conceal 
the duel. Mr. Izard flayed, and was prefent 
with me at Mr. Davenport's, during the 
greateft part of the time employed in dreiling 
my wounds ; and I took opportunities to de- 
t:lare that I did not pretend to be a judge of the 
points, tvhich, in the eye of the woiid, 
conflitute fair or unfair fighting, and there^ 
fore did not take upon me to acdufe Mr. 
Temple of unfair proceeding, meaning by 
a declaration thus couched, to referve ta 
myfelf my own fentiments. Mr. Temple 
has called for thofe fentiments, and I mean 
they fhould be intelligibly conveyed in tht 
narrative I have given, and tbie evidence 
accompanying it, with refpedt to fuch of 
my wounds as are fingular, particularly one 
on my left fide, a little above my hip, 
which I underftand muft have been in con* 
Sequence, not of an oblique but of a diredt 
thruft, tending to the center of the body, 
and one on the back part of my left fhoulder. 
I declare, I know not when 1 received thefe 
hurts ; I neither faw nor felt the fword at 
^ 6 the 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



AfFElfDlX. S(j$^ 

tjie tiDfW they w^re giy^n : J muft therefore 
jay if bjefore the Public, and appeal to thp 
teflimony of others, who happened to be 
eye-witneffes, or can give information of 
the tranfa<3:ion, and to the declaration of 
Mr. Davenport, who firft dreffed my wounds* 

, BEING called upon to declare the 
number and fituation of the wounds which 
Mr. Whately received in a late duel, I do 
decjare that there were five only which 
demanded the attention of a furgeoii, or 
reouired dreffings. 

, Three of thefe were in the front of the 
body, viz. one on the inferiour part of the 
right breaft, one a little below the collar-^ 
bone of the left fide, the third on the pit 
©f the ftomach ; this laft only was important, 

Wifh regard tp the other two wounds, 
one was fitualed rather below the middle 
of the left fide of the body; the other 
behind, about the center of the left (houlder 
blade. 

Effex^Jireet, R, DAVENPORT. 

Jian.%d, i-]^^. 

I have trefpafled much on the reader's 
patience. I have only jto add, that as all 
fort of intercourfe (whether hoilile or', ami- 
cable) between Mr. Temple and myfelf, 
is at an end for the remainder of oiir lives, 

I hope 
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I hope and I trUft, I fhall never again hiVfi 
occafion t6 addrefs the Public relative td 
this Untoward event. 

WILLIAM WHATELY* 



From //'^ Public Advertiser* 

XT is tny duty to declare to the t^ublic^ 
that Mr. Whately has miftaken my words. 
I have been acquainted with Mr. Temple 
many years, and never thought his tempef 
violent; I therefore could never have laid 
that it was. I have always thought him a 
perfon of the ftrideft honour, and poffeffed 
of fuch proper fpirit; as to chaftife any 
man who (hould prefume to countehatice 
the fufpicion of it. Mr. Whately told me, 
that he received Mr. Temple's fire, and 
then difcharged his piftol in the air ; that 
Mr. Temple difarmed him, and defired him 
to a(k his life, which he refufed to do; 
that he then difarmed Mr. Temple, and told 
him to take his life unaflced. I thought 
there was an impropriety in Mr. Temple's 
drawing his fword, after Mr. Whately had 
difcharged the piftol in the air ; and in his 
renewing the 'fight, after having difarmed 
his antagonift. I therefore defired Mr* 
Whately to be cautious of propagating ciT- 

cumftances 
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£umftances which might tend to thtovv any 
diftionour on my friend, as I Was apprehei!- 
five it might be the means of compelling 
him a fecond time to call him to account. 
Mr. Temple has ftated the whole tranfaftion 
to the Public in fo full and fatisfadlorjr 
a manner, that I hope he will give himfelf 
no morje trouble about it. - Cohfcious of the 
honourable part which he adted through 
the whole of this bufinefs, he has defpifed 
the reports which have been circulated. I 
confels they alarmed me; efpecially when 
I was informed that they were to be fupported 
by affidavit's. I had too good an opinion of 
]yir. Temple, to give the leaft credit td any 
injurious reports*; but if two men had fvvora 
that they faw him fiabbing Mr. Whately iri 
the back^ and in fever al other parts of ^ his 
body, when he was fallen on the ground , and 
unable to defend himfelf (which were the 
reports circulated againft Mr. Temple,) I fear 
that he would have borne through life, a 
charafter very difFefent from the one he 
deferves. The trifling ^nd ridiculous decla- 
rations, about ^ ^/ large Gentleman, and a 
lean one, have totally removed my fears. 
One of the declarations I know to be falfe : 
If therefore the reft contained any thing 
material againft Mr. Templcj which is 
very far from being the cafe, the Public 
would judge what credit ought to be given 

to 
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to them. I was at the diftance of abou^ 
three hundred yards from my coach at the 
^ime the piftols were difcharged. The tefti- 
mony of my fervants will not, I truft, be 
thought neceflary to fupport this circum- 
fiance. As Mr. Whately fpeaks of having 
loji much blood and of his breajl being affeSed 
in a manner that made him draw bis breath 
^ with difficulty^ it may be imagined that he 
knew himfelf to be much wounded at the 
time I offered him the ufe of my coach. \ 
^ declare, upon roy honour, that I then aiked 
him if he was wounded, and his anfwer 
was, he had a fcratch on his face, and ag 
there was fome blood on the fide of his (hirt, 
|ie knew that he was wounded ; but thought 
the hurt very trifling, as he felt no pain. 
This he repeated to me feveral times in the 
coach, but never gave me the moil diftant 
hint of his having fallen, or of receiving 
any unfair treatment fron> Mr. Temple. 
The unufual exercife which he had juft 
been engaged in might probably have occa- 
^6ne4 i (hortnefs of breath. 

When Mr. Whately was ftripped at the 
furgeon's, and faw his wounds, bethought 
them of fuch little confequence, that he 
feemed only defirous of concealing the 
Scratch on his face from his mother, in 
wl^ipfe company, he faid, he expedled foon to 
J)c— i think thft night. He fpoke in per- 

fed 
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feft good humour of Mr. Temple, hoped 
that he was not wounded, and defired that 
I would let him know whether he was or 
not. I told him that if Mr. Temple was 
wounded, I would inform him of it as foon 
as I went home; and if he did not hear 
from me that night, he might conclude 
Mr. Temple was not hurt. Mr. Whateljr 
was not fatisfied with this, but defired me 
to write to him, and inform him whether 
Mr. Temple was wounded or not. When 
I arrived at my own houfe, I found Mr. 
Temple there, and had the fatisfadkion of 
hearing from him, that the only hurt he 
received, was a flight fcratch in the hand. 
I immediately wrote to Mr. Whately; but 
as I thought the affair entirely at an end, I 
did not keep a copy of my letter. The fol- 
lowing is the anfwer I received. 

DEAR SIR, 1 1 /A Dec. Evening. 

It is with fatisfaftion I learn that Mr. 
Temple has received no hurt, and am obliged 
to both of you for your anxiety on my account. 
/ do not imagine there can 'be the leajl rootii 
for any apprehenjions from the trifling hurts 
I received. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your mod humble fervant, 
WM. WHATELY. 
(Directed to Ralph Izard, Efq.) 

. I think it right to lay thefe fa(as before 

the 
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the Public, that they may form what judg^ 

mcnt they think proper. 

Berner's^Jlreft, Jan. 8, 1774. R. IZARD. 



From the Same. 

It was not till I had feen Mr. Whately's 
'liaft publication, that I could prevail on 
myfelf to think him any other at heart than 
an honeft, well-meaning, though a weak 
man, under very bad influence. That pub- 
lication has* fully fettled the matter in my 
mind* Having, with a facred regard to 
truth and candour, already fubmitted to the 
Public a cijrcumftantial account of the late 
affair between Mr, Whately and myself, it 
would be only an unneceffary repetition to 
point out the mifreprefentations in his 
account of that affair. I Ihall only obferve, 
that Mr. Whately might have fpared him- 
felf the trouble of writing the laft paragraph 
of his narrative; as it always has been, and 
ftill continues to be my determination, to 
have as little concern and intercourfe as 
poflible with any but m^n of truth and 
honour. His friendfhip gnd enmity I hold 
in equal contempt. 

Great Geor^e-Jlreet, Jan. 9. J, TEMPLE. 

From 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



A?F8NDIX. -»7J 

from />&^ Public Advertiser, of 
February lo, 1774. 

^0 Alexander Wedderburne, Efq. 

OU ftated as a fa<5l, in your late fpeech 
before the Privy Council, that Dr. Franklin 
fent the letters in an anonymous cover, 
with injunftions of fecrecy, written in a 
handy however, well known there; not to 
the Speaker, as officially he ought to have 
done, but to private perfons. From hence 
you draw a conclufion, that he was con- 
Icious of villany, and afliamed of having 
it known. 

The weaknefs of this ftating, were it 
true, would defeat the wickednefs of the 
conclufion. How could you fuppofe a man 
would exped: concealment from fupprefling 
his name, if his hand were well known; 
or if, by fome ftrange confufion of ideas, he 
did think himfelf concealed, to what end 
ihould he enjoin fecrecy ? Wherefore ihould 
he have wiftied for concealment ? Was there 
fuch terror in the hatred of thofe he detected, 
Mr. Hutchinfon and Mr. Oliver ? Could 
he poffibly have conceived that any fet of 
■ Minifters would be fo weak and wicked 

as 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



472 appendix; 

as to perfecute him for a meafure, which 
miniftered to them the fairfeft oJ^JioiWhity of 
healing gracioufly thofe unhappy divifions 
with which they were perplexed in the 
extreme ? 

But what will your hearers, what will the 
world think of you, when I affirm, that 
the whole of what you ftated was an abfo- 
lute fjllfehbod ? I defy you to ^rove a word 
of it. I feel the harftihefs of the terms I 
ufe, but I appeal to every one who heard 
you, whether the language you uttered 
intitles you to be treated like a gentlemah ? 

The letters ,were inclbfed to the Speaker • 
that which accompanied them was ligned 
by the Agent ; nor was there a fingle in- 
jimiSlidn of fecrecy with regard to thri 
fender. He apprehended that the imme-. 
diate publication of them would raife the 
popular indignation fo as to be fatal td 
the" writers. Out of humanity to theih he 
defired they might not be made public. 
-Dr. Franklin's declaration was the next 
fubje6fc of your abufe. You enveighed 
againft it as marking the moil inhuman 
Apathy that the imagination could conceive, 
madie to infult over the diftrefs, and aggra- 
vate the wounds which his villany had 
bccafioned. 

Let .us Hate the fadl, and fee how far it 
will fupport the charge. 

On 
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On the 8th of December a letter, under 
the ^nature oiAntmor^ accufed Mr. Tem- 
ple of difhonourably taking the letters in 
queftion from Mr. Whately, wh6fe name 
, was vouched for. the truth of the charge. 
The next day Mr. Temple's accufer appeared, 
declaring Mr. . Whately*s concurrence ^ith 
hini in depying th^ fadls on which the 
charge was' founded. So far was th^re in 
this ftage of the bufihefs an appearance of 
any quarrel likgly to happen between thefe 
two oentlemen, it feemcd as if they were 
united in cgntradiding a malimant, anony- 
xnpus accufation i But on t^e , i ith Mr. 
Whately contradi^ed Mr. Temple, and at 
four o'clodc thajf (day the duel was fought* 
What time or opportunity was there here for 
tl)e intervention of Dr. Franklin, efpecially as 
Mr. Temple's Agllerige was grounded on 
the other's flatly dinying what he had given 
to the f^ublic t^i^CT his hand } The original 
caiif^ too of the difpute was, ' Mr. Whately*s 
{i!^ving given rife to and countenanced a 
moft falfe; uhjuft, and cruel accufation 
againft Mr,, Temple. . 
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.vJN tlie fourteenth- of Detttiibw, 177(5^ 
tord George Germain made 4 mdtioA ih 
ijif Houfe of Conunons for a better attetid'- 
ahce of the Members ; and fald, that itii^ 
he iiad been urgTh* was for the honoiif iJf 
the nation, in whiGn he declared he gr^tlV 
Ii^terefted hitnletf, Governoiir Jo^rtftdfte, 
m reply, fald* that he was luTprfiSBd thfe 
Fot)le Lord ffiouM intereft hinSjm in the 
hoftour of his cpuntiy, aftet he hdd h^Hit 
to regardkfs qf Tiis own. Lord Gedrge diB 
Opt near the words fpokea by GoveftioUt 

^dhiafton^, being \gone out of thfe HoUfe^ 
i^;lrtw;i3 informed of them by jbis fjri'elids s 
. lie Was form he (aid, that he hail mlfleg 
ihe opjpoftiinlty bf making ah inftahf repK- 
cation^ but jtKat, liowever, lie would lafct 
proper notice oF it. 

On Monday the i7thof Defertriber, i779, 
Govemour Johnftone was attending the 
Conrimittee, who were fitting on the petitions 
relative to the embankment at Durham-* 
yard, when Mr. Thomas Townftiend, fnow 
•Lord Sidney,) came to him, and deuring 
to ^^k with hifift^y took him into another 

iroom. 
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room, where hte fold him, after making a 
very polite and gentltman-likeexcufe, ts* t6 
what (hare he had ia the bufmefs he came, 
upon, that the reflexion he had caft on 
the charadler of Lord Georgfe Germain, 
though not heard by himfelf at the time, 
had been communicated to him by hfe 
friends i and (hat in confequence, Lord 
George had begged of hira to wait on 
Govemour Johnftone, to defire he would 
retraA what he had faidjf that, for his 
pwn part, he (hould be exceedrrtgly forry 
to have a quarrel happen betweeiv two Gen- 
ttemen whom he knew, and f6r *?hom he 
had a gusae refpedl, and therefore hoped, 
to prevent the cocifequences, GovernoiMf 
Johnftone would retra^ what he had faid 
reipedliog Lord George. The Govemour 
faid k was very true, he hid made life of 
iuch and fuch expreffions in the "Ifctafe^ 
that they conveyed his opinion; and that 
he would maintain and fupport it. Upoft 
<which Mr. Town(hend faid, ih that cafe. 
Lord George demanded the fatisfa^ion of 
a Gentleman from him ; which the othdf 
dedared he was ready to give his Lttrdflxip 
at afty time. Mr. Townfliend theil faicf,^ 
.L€H^d George was in in adjoiijing'rpfim, ahd 
if the Governour pleafed they would ^. to 
him. The Govemour affented ; aftd' Mn 
ToWnfhend conveyed him to the iioom in 

T Qi which 
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which Lord George was Waiting* Lor^ 
George repeated the caufe of quarrel, and 
the demand of fatisfadtion> which the other 
acquiefced in; and defired his Lordfhip 
would appoint his o^vh time and place. 
Lord George then mentioned the Ring in 
Hyde-Park; and; as in affairs of thi$ kind, 
"aU times were alike, the, prefent was, in 
his opinion, as good a one as any. Gover.- 
iiour Johnftone entirely agreed with Lord 
George as to the* place; but faid, that as 
Jie Was; now attending his duty in a Comr 
jnittee,'/9Q a fnbjedt he* had very much at 
heart, hfi hoped the meeting Lord George 
an hqur hence wpuld make no difference. 
jLo;*d George, faid, no ; and then fpoke as 
to fecondsj informing the Govemour at the 
fame tin?5, ^ th?t he had defired Mr. Town^ 
fhend to attend him in that light. Govefi: 
nour Jphn^nq faid, there was little occafio^ 
fof fei^qnd^^ and that therefore JMr. Town- 
fhend (hcfuld ils^nd in that light as to both 
of them-' . Govemour Johnftone further faid, 
that as he had at that time an open wound 
in his arm> and his legs very much fwelled, 
he CGiuld wifli they would ufe pjftols i to 
which. "TLf)^d* George faying it w?s «qua| 
jto him -what the weapons were,, they 
.feparated| and Govemour Johnftone returned 
to.theComrhittee. In this conference, as 
well as. through the whple affair, both the 
^ "6 Centlemen 
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.Gentlemen behaved with the greateil politev. 
nefs to each other, as well as with the grcateft 
courage. At the appointed hour. Lord 
George, and Mr. Townfhend were in the 
Ring, and foon after Gotemour Johnftone, 
accompanied by Sir James Lowther, (now 
I^ord Lonfdale,) arrived, whom he had hap* 
pened to meet in his way, and had folicited to 
go with him.. Lord George accofled Gover- 
nour Johnftone, and defircd he would, men- 
tion the diftance, declaring he was then 
upon his ground, and the Governour might* 
take what diftv^ce he pleafcd. The Gover- 
nour was taken back by the feconds, about 
twenty fmall p^ce$. The J^ntaganift§ having 
prepared their piftols. Lord George C9lle4 
on the Goveraour. to fixe, which the 
.Governour refufed, faying, that as hi* 
Lordfhip brought him there, he muft £re 
firft. • Upon which Lord George fired, and 
then the Governour; neither of the fliots' 
^ took efiFeA, Lord George then fired his 
;recond piftoU and as hfi w^s taking dov/if. 
his arm the Govemour's fecond ball nit his 
Lordfhip 's piftol, broke fome part of it^ 
and one of the fplinters grazed his Lordfhip 's 
hand. The feconds immediately interpoled, 
gLud the affair was ended. 

Governour Johnftone, afterwards declared 
^q ]^s friends^ that in all the affairs of this 

' kin4 
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Icind v/hich he ever knew, or was oortcemed 
iD» he never found a man behave wkh more 
courage and coolnefs than Lord Geoi^ did 
on this occafi<Mi. 



jManagsme^t of^i>e Londoii Gazette. 

iBy Meffieurs Burkes.] 

Thurfd^, ^une 9, 177^. 

/\S all men have thek Vhtues a little 
l>alanced by fome failings, it is furely a 
jgood-oatured part not to dwell upttn the 

Sualities they are deficient in, but rather to 
X our attention on thofe poitits of their 
charader, in which they evidently -excel, 
I Aiould think it Ae crue'kft thing in the 
^world to dwell upon Lord George Germain's 
txmduft of the civil w^rj but I am happy to 
Join with i!he world in applauding his Lord- 
fixings dejrterous management of the Gazette. 
Yi^ilft under his aufpices, and animated 
hy his example, bur commanders, by happily 
fhiftin^ of their pofitioft, by taking mt 
reiolution of evacuating town$, and bf 
cffeftipg retreats without lofs, are (though 
^^ite in a new way) conquering Provinces 
jahroad,^' his Lorfflhip is employed, according 
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?ajluft, Thucydides, s^Mi T^GJfw?, .Iviy*^ %*»> 
critictfed for an ^|j[^6led bfpv^tj, V^^if^'iRg 
«n the chfoix^, Th^« gPP^^ wm^ji^ 
^ypur of pe^afltiy, ^ m^e Ijff wy can^ 
To judge of ^e faults of sxeeUiepic* pf tI]M^ 
4iflRi*fe, or th^ co^cife, jof tine j^iEar^ipwpms^ 
or the obfcure ^yle«, we inu^ cpniid^ 
WfU the nature pf tfoe i3iibj^<3:, li^ tl)]^ 
deijgn of the ^pthor. N9 ^niver£l4 n^ 
can ^ laid t^own, ^opn^ jtivings Ci|nf>9F ^ 
difpl^yed too «mply, ap^ fpp igiipptety ta 
t|ie public curloiity . P(iier$ ^d ^tter be t vi^ 
toi^OMd uppm. Some (hpdld fliioc in a gu^ 
^flight I others ihfi^Xi t* ^^ ^w^ffly iut^ 
the ^ade. Sptne^ght tb fyp p«9c^|med }?f 
(he found of (ri^npetj p^he^'S tjl^^fiif fife, i/^ 
whicfe ©ence is iji? iaiI elpqv^c?. 
. If ypii wpiHd knpw fa^w well L^ 
Ofiorge ii^nxm^ h»^ fifr^^^i ^ tljefe 
%lft5 {and this np %ig) ys* n\\^% cwfidey 
the «^ and puffsff m ^kkk (^efid^ 
fjiflfie and ii^^jwtttgl^ty) a SjBCjr^tftry of 9t»tf . 
conde^ceods to b^pme aq a^iithpr. 

Tibc worJd M l9rg« is not ajy^^ <^ di# 
«»il obje^a pf iMir war .ia Afwr^cj^- Tb« 
Iple diiit >apd cyi^ ^gf aU 9*^ ppfsrati^B^ tbfare« 
^ hitbtrtp ^$n, oeitber m^uf ^fff Uf9» 
t|»u ^ difpo^e pf i}ie ijani of iBfmsy^ :<Ne 

have 
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have been' raiftfl here. TTi*re have beeA 
vaft'; ' and the difperfioh of them h^S Inc* 
been fo perfeAljr eafy, as the cothm6to *ua 
tof people might imagine. But, by (he ai4 
of our kind and difinterefted frifendSj (th* 
London contractors, and the German Princes-,) 
the thing may be'donfe; • The facility, ho#-i 
ever, of the expeiiditure, may not always 
facilitate the fupply. A great Statefman^ 
like other ingenious artifts, muft tickle the 
ear, whilft he'extracfts the purfe. The 
mob out of doors love a little gpod news, 
though^ it be at their own coft. A viftory 
'is worth a million; and a good . bonfire 
compenfates a tax. The wife Mitiifter (like 
the induftrious ant) forecafts- the winter/ 
and prepares the mind for the ways and 
ineans of the feflion, by the intelligenca 
with which he entertains us during the 
recefs. In the execution of this plah, he 
ftridly follows the great mafters of antiquity, 
.The polite critic of the Court of Auguftus,^ 
Horace, was intended by that grfeat Elnpe- 
ror (hot fo happy in obtaining bbediehce to 
his commands as our Sovereign) for the 
office of Secretary of State. Whilft that 
bufinefs-was in -agitation, he wrote thofe 
excellent Yuks for Gazettes, which have 
been unaccountably miftaken for the rules of 
dtrartiatic poetry. ♦ A grofs error 1 for Xvhat^ 
Jtew^aSeqfetary* of State to do wi|h ^mruj^tgi 
'-^Z '\ , tragedies $ 
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•fiigedm? Or how can vh inuigine .that 
Horace, after commanding a Roman legron^ 
^d diftinguifhing himfelf in "war, -ihould 
ccMidefcend to undertake thediredion of the 
opera ? The Gazette is the prqjer bufinefs 
of his department. Befides the obfervations 
on ftyle that I havejuft made^ and which 
Iconfefs I borrowed from this gjrcat jud^ 
he make& feveral others of momentr H» 
advifes his Gazette writer to mix. his falfe-j 
hood with fometrutn,. s£a memitur (fays he]j 
ui veris falfa remifcet. And he gives hi^ 
reafon» and a very folid one, 

PrimQ ne medium^ medio ne difcrepat imum. 
I^e recommends it to them to put off, and 
to bring on matters, as may beft fuit political 
purpofes : 

Ut nunc dicat jani tmnc debentia dici^ 
Pleraque differal^ et pre/ens in Umpus 
omit tat. 
But if fads prote fo very untradlable, as by 
no art of mixture or procraftination, to be 
QOade pleafant, why then he thinks they are 
^o be totally omitted : 

. Difperat traSiata nitefcere pojir relinquit. 

To exemplify in the moft fatisfa<Sdry 
manner his Lordfhip's fkill incondudting hisf 
©azette upon thefe rulds, thfe' reider may 
jcmemberthie ample account \vfe' had of th*f 

exploits 
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txfldtt^ df LokI Dimmom. No one €fLi^ 
tive pieM w» omttied of thofe mifimlij* 
old caanoii» ^whscb, until they wento ^* opeo 
their mouths, and fl)ew forth his pxaulft/' 
l[|^ ilept iHdd rufted in ntgle^ on the whftifd 
0f Virginia. All the pompous difplay o£ 
lurivy and Clavendont wiere employi^ ita 
decorate the triumph of this favourite Genei^ 
rah After this great and decifivi^ advan-* 
t»gt obtained by Lord Dunmore (as far aa 
ifv« could dtfcover from the Gazette] we had 
BothiDg €o do» but to take poiTeflion of a 
difarmed Province. The^ gratitude of (the 
natioA was equal to the fervices pf th^ Gene- 
ral His Lordfliip was immortalized in th« 
Gazette. He was adopted into the facj^ 
fixieen, levees, affemblies, cofFee-hoiifes^ 
all agreed (and they were certaiidy right) 
that if every Governor had adled with the 
fpirit of Lord Dunmore, we muft have efta- 
hliihed our dominion in all the other Pro- 
Tiaoes, as perfei&iy as we had done in, 
Virginia. 

In the inidft of aii the joy that arole from 
fuch impwtant victories as Lord DusMnoie's,* 
fo amply difpiayed^ an «dd fort of an 
account arrived^ . A very brave officer* as 
brave and as iotejligeot w ojKper as 4n^ in 
'the King's fervice, Ma^r Eordyce, with ^ 
detachment of pur beft grenadiers, was femt 
by this hesoic cpnunwikr iottl Difoxrm^ 

upon 
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^ipoii a. wdi-planned cKpedttioli, • to wttick 
ttere were but two fimdl lobjeiStiQOS^ One^ 
that it was perfedly taiqyraftiaible^;:- the 
jothcr, thtt if it did fucceed, it could- l)e of 
fio kind of ufe. Accordingly Major Foidyoe 
was killed. The party was defeated ; «U 
the grenadiers ilain or made prifoner»— What 
faid the lately communicative Gazette ? Ncif: 
a fyllaWe. The Secretary of State had 
wafted his ftock of eloquence in his peoe^ 
gyric on Lord Donmare. He had Aot)hiQg 
left for the funeral oration of Fordyce. .He 
Was as filent as the grave in which that gal- 
lant ofiioer and his brave foklters were laid. 
And where was the neceffity for much difh 
courie? Thetnan was dead; and what did 
it £gnify to put ourfelves into an ill humour 
about what we could net poflibly help. 

This Virginian hifloiy is an inflance 6f 
the diffufed %le of the Gazette contcafied 
with the oppofite extrenae of excellence,«7r- 
the expreffive and eloquent filence. The 
inilances of a lefs vidient, but equaUy judi- 
'dous contrail, ane fre«{uent, and happily 
mixed in. I will ^endeavour torecal them 
<Co the reader^s memoiy. Without foch 11 
ifttmfpeA it will not be eafy to enter mto 
«he true %>irit of this exqui^te poli(ticcHlita:aty 
performance,, which is now the fole fcurcr^ 
m authentic intciUdgence, and the only "yx^icle 
«f owr ibtnmer^ delight^aod infornatiofu . 
-•• 4 When 
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When the forts of St. John trid Chambl^ 
were taken by tHe Provincials^ and upwards 
of 500 regular troops made prrfoners, there 
was a cfemahd for the compact, clofe, 
laconic^ Hyle. The Gazette did not alto., 
gether omit thefe events ; but with a won- 
derful energy and brevity, related them in 
much fewer lines than the fhorteft article 
of the capitulation, by which thofe unhappy 
troops had furrendered prifoners of \vrar. 
Of cannon and ftores, not one word% Thefe 
were left to the imagination of the reader. 
All accounts of the taking of cannon, in 
the explicit ftyle, belonged, exclufively, 
to Lord Dunmore. 

We may remember too, that when Arnold 
made the aftonifhing march, which will 
for ever immortalife his name, the Gazette 
was not abfolutely filent* It gave to merit 
one honeji line ; and in the laconic brevity of 
Lord George Germain, ^^i/me Arnold appeared 
-at Point Levi/* 

• Of the taking of Montreal, which place 
with the whole ftrength of England and 
America conjoined, had formerly ' given; 
glory and- Peerage to Lord Amherft--o» 
the part of the Gazette SILENCE ; — Col. 
Prefcot, his fhips> his foldiers, his ftor<€ 
•taken afterwards— SILENCE. 

This uniformity of filentte, however 
prudent, and even challely eloquen^tj ^lighji 

feejR\ 
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jpBjjtnratheK^dulK and %^t length b^gm to 
pjfguft/ tPeopIe might ka^Tl an ugly, habit 
pf looking. tclfewhere for^^nt^Uigeoce^. , lt\ 
this . difVefs au event happened^ which 
juliiii«d the drawing up. the floodgate, and 
letting out .^11 that m>w of eloquence which 
^^d be^ fo long damnaed in. Montgon^iy^ 
^n pbfcure man, of whom we had heard 
nothing before from authority^ wa§ ^iHe4 
at Qyebec, and his troops repulfed. But 
jinfortunateiy, even on this faireft of aH 
occafions, we were again, fadly at a loiSf, 
This happy opportunity was in danger p| 
being wholly thrown away. The queftioi) 
arofe, where is the authority for this goo4 
news? The conquering General was toq 
clofely blocked up, to. lend a meifenger 9f 
the deciiive vidtory he had obtained. T<} 
take intdligence from the Philadelphia qewir 
^per&, ^d to put ^ the |bp^ of the accQUj^t^ 
V* Charles thompfon,'' (not our Sir Cliarlesi J 
• • and by order oftjoe Congrefs^** was too much« 
In efFeft^ it was. to regifter a rebellious 
libel among the confecrated records of officii^ 
Thi$ w^s hard undoubtedly. . . , ^ 

The difficulty ftaggered the American 
Secretary of State. In .^att' hurry a. council 
js called* The' Attorney General, in hit 
firm, ftiffdy, diredl wa^, objeffled to th4 
faieafure. He relied on it, that fuch a . ftejJ 
pight teach people to, put fome trufk-ill 

rebellious 
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right abfuidity 'to mention Atth Aiftgs M 
cannot ppfTibly: tell to the advax^ta^e of tl^ 
one pf the* parties, or afibrd any ^fort of 
fatisfadion to either of them. 

Mr. Miller, I find it impoiSble; tq do 
juftioe to the merits of Minifters^ a^ Hifia^ 
nans of their own exploits, in a finglc p9j^. 
Thefubjc<it grows upon me, as tb^ matter 
jrifes in dignity and ifnportanqe.. Refervips^ 
therefore^ the inimitable , beauties of tfte 
Bofton narrative, to another, time, I (hall for 
the prefent fatisfy myfelf with remarking, 
that , the. naval part of the war, thongii 
probably it comes from.^anotlier quarter^ 
is related on vthe fame principle, and with 
no.lefs perfei^ion than that, which is carried 
at UTponth^, Terra Jirwif^, 
sl.Oue . of. out: mgn of war returns hqm^ 
irather in a (habby condition ♦ ^ But .r^rl^ 
;doea (he ^come for ? In reality t^ .brifj^^; tj^^ 
iwws x)f Jber own efcaps; from, the /^vf{^nq»^, 
sBtnce our. affairs, are in tj^at pleafanitiiyt^;^}^^ 
Shax . retrwti arp hdppy J^^mg^ ^ tik^^ 
jmd, thstjeffrapes are Xj^i^k^n^z&y^S^ 
St becomes n^ceffiiry to 4^pl^ this^egiipuent 
advantage at fiill length i.,.an|d it is accordU 
ingly related at large in the true (echpic^ 
Ayle, and wit^h all the elegant perfpicyity 
ot-the.pautifal dialed* The Gazette^, ii 
lately on' the r^ferve, here becomes prodiga^ 
«f informatipo. We h^ve» op th^ .^^9S?£ 
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♦f tfee Gla(gdW (for the firft time) ait account 
pf Commodore Hopkins's fquadron; thtf 
liumber of veffels ; the number of guns if 
the number of men ; an account as exa<^ as 
if we were fumilhed with it from the Niavy 
Office of Philadelphia. The ftate'of the 
Britilh Navy was refufed on the motion of 
a Marine otfcer in Parliament, laft feffion., 
Amends are now made by a precife detail 
fgiven gratis) of one of the Americaa 
neets. We have the fatisfadtion .to find that, 
this navy is in ftioal water, (but fafe enough,)! 
in New England. In the late war, the 
efcape of one of our ftout frigates, built and 
fumifhed for war, from a little fquadron,. 
coniifting of a decayed merchantman, with 
a floop and fchooner or two, haftily and 
ill fitted into privateers, would fcarceTiave. 
deferved a long laboured account , in the 
Gazette. But things are altered; Mr. Pitt 
was. Lord George Germain /V, Secretary o^ 
State. 

* In this laft piece we are fumilhed at one 
and the fame time with a curious example^ 
of the various excellencies of the full difplayj 
and of the judicious referve. The GazettCj, 
which l^nows fo minutely eyeiy gun ia' 
Hopkins's fleet, and its weight of metal^ 
fays nothing at all of this fellow's carrying ' 
his convoy, and the. military ftores witb^ 
which he was heavily ladebi ^C^^/ 1^^^^ ' 
^ VOL. III. * U ' ""place 
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place of their cleftinatioh : Nd* 4otB . if 
know, that h^ had t^en a tnmfport and 
tender m his Maj^efty's fervice. It €V6n 
omits a piece of gtjord fortune of the Clafg^oHr, 
whofe mot in the very firft broadfidc datnaged 
Hopkins's rudder in fuch a manner, that his 
Aip lay for two hours incapable of purfuH 
or fight. 

To compleat this account of the Americaft 
Regatta, made for our fpecial amufement ; 
by the fame ufe of light and (hade in the 
narrative, we are infomicd that a great 
number of (hips and t-^/r have been takea. 
By this juditjious choice of terms, the nui!iv> 
bet is as efFetdkually fwelkd by the fti'ZuK 
of a cock .boat, as by the taking of the 
lar^eft fhrp th« ever failed in the Virgini* 
trade. 

As to captures made on the part of the 
Americans,* we tm'ght conclude from the 
pmdent filence of the Gazette, that there 
were abfolutely.none. If it were not fof 
an impertinent tell-tale in the cky, called 
Lloyd's Lift, (who, in all good policy ought 
ID be. filenced,) we fhould never h*ve gucBed 
that above FIFTY tfanlpoit (hips had been 
(^ken by the Americaps ; the * ihips titem* 
feWes, exchifive of the cargoes, of as ttnich 
tttlue at leaft as the whqfe Of the prize* 
ftken froW.theAmeticans. . 
' fa' a \vtjfti, whether Tby -land or fe», tine 
' ^ , ^ are 
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tre fcai^cely Irititled from authority to believe^ 
ihart one misfortune has happen^ in the 
whole war. All is glory, fuccefs, and 
vitftoi^y. Yet thitteen Provinces are loft. 

VALENS. 



Account df ihi^ DuOt ietween the Marquis 
Towjhftiend and the Earl ^f Bfellamonti 

\Jn the i4th of November, 1772, Lord BeU 
lamotrt employed Lord Charletaont to wait on 
Lord Townfliend virith the foUov^ring paper^ 
-*rhich he refad to Lord Townftiend. It will 
fully explarn the nature of the offence given 
to Lord Bellamont at the Caftle of Dublin in 
February, 1770, and was as follows j 

•* I wait upon your Lordihip by defifft of 
Lord Bellamont : Firft, To return yout 
Lordftiip hi^ thanfes for the recommendations 
to the King, with* which you hbnoured him> ' ' 
amd for which it was his intention to have 
thanked you in perfon, if you had done himt 
the favour to receive him the laft time that he 
attended by your Lordfhip*s appointment for 
ptivate audience. J am further to acquaint 
your Lordfliip, that Lord Bellamont thought 
it his diity not to break in upon your Lordfliip 
at art eafHer day, left he Ihould interrupt you 
in giving an account of your high oorhmmton 
to the King, or in talking an account of your 
own important affairs. But as your.Lordfhip 

u % ha« 
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has now been twelve dayS in tcJwfl, he con- 
ceives that he may with propriety, remind your 
Lordfliip of the difrefpe<^ thrown upon him bjr 
the mellage delivered to him'from your Lordr 
ihip by yqur Aid-de*Camp, of which Lord 
Bellamont makes no doubt that your Lordfhip 
retains a perfed: recolledion ; it having been 
0f that force as to haye obliged him to re^gi^ 
his employment in the army » in order that he 
might be at liberty to call upon your Lordfhip 
f6r in adequate apology without incurring the 
King^s difpleafure. But left your Lordfhip 
Aould not have ^ minute recolledlion of that 
tranfadion at this diftance of time. Lord 
Bellamont has flated it as follows : 
. */ When Lord Bellamont, after feveral re- 
peated attendances by appointment,on all which 
occafions he had been put off without feeing 
your Lordfliip, did again wait upon youf 
Lordfhip by appointment, the Aid-de-Gamp 
in waiting having gone down to your 
Lordfliip and returned, addrefTed Lord 
Bellamont in an audible voice, and acquainted 
him, that he need not flay any longer, for 
that your Lordfliip would not be at leifure to 
fee him that day ; and at the fame time tujtning 
to feveral other perfons of different ranks and 
profeffions, he told them that your Lordfliip 
requefled they would wait, as your Lordfhip.. 
would fee ihem^ however late it might be 
before you could finifli with them, or words 
to that effed* Lord Bellamont replied to 
.. \ the 
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the Ald-3e-Camp : His Excellency will be 
pleaied to afcertairi at what time he will fee 
ine, ' I have alrogdy waited feveral times hy 
appointment, and have been fent away each' 
time. To which the Aid-de-Camp brought 
back the following meffage to Lord Bella-t- 
mont: His Excellency commands me' ta 
tell your Lordlhip, that be ufuaHy dodt 
military bufinefs on Wedncfdays^ aiid anjB 
other bufinefs on Thurfdays i Thai if .your. 
Lordfhip comes on eith^ of thofe days, ahd 
that his Excellency (hall be at leifure, hef 
will fee you among others in your turn. Ta 
which Lord Bellamont replied, Sir, yau> 
will be fo good as to inform his. Excellencyy 
that as a Peer of the realm I have a right ta 
audience : but; if his Excellency does not 
know what \\e ovices to me, V know what L 
owe to myfeif, anQ therefore will notiwaifr 
bpon hinv here or ej/cwhere, I will iwrite a 
letter to his Excellency, floting m^ buiinefsV 
ta which I expert he willfhew due attention! 
as it nearly coticerns a refpe(£table i corps o£ 
officers. This^ my Lord, is^r^s^Lord Bellas 
imont conceives, .anexa^ ftate' of: thereci^' 
procal meifages which pafTed ictween your. 
Lordfhip and. Lord Bellamont: But as he 
did not take them down in writing, he can-^ 
not pofitively aver each fyllable. This^ 
however, he can pofitively affirm, that fuch 
was the matter of thf^ meiTa^e, and the 
^ term$ 
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terms m which* it wis coixcj^ei/ t|io«gh 
manifeftly foftened by .the Aidrjde-Camff^ 
that the idea which it ^oovieyed ta every 
perfon prefent was that of • ap intentional 
mtiignity waqtoiily ciift on Lord Bellamont 
by your Lordfliip. Lord Bdlamdnt conceive^ 
^at an Aid-de«Camp is the buthentie m^A 
Jfenger-bf j"his JfupeiaiDur, and therefcore that 
a^aaefisge /i^hVereA b^ the one is as the Hiera 
fotipf'cL of iB'e othen i/Lordv Bellamont con** 
£ders. your iXi3rdfhftp^ alone : refpoaiible .t<i 
hinrvahd yiour \jw&I^\$' lAx^ :^y .i^tx^TK, 
with whom he is -. to acco^« . The vo^Wij it 
oi! publick,notoiietyj.and ih^efdme in aSront 
Vpoa.'recaM,'/w^ does nQt^j^^djnJit ^ liny 
jiegt>riation. ' • 'I i . ;. i .IiIot:*- ' f> . /? 
* Lord Towiifliend r fak vlBg > . af(ked . { whal 
apology Lcidi BeUamoiitvjequired^ 'iU)f4 
Charlemont read.ihfinfdllowsngaitt^ck^r ^ ^ 
jj 4 « Thie: only , apology whi A the riatune^ 
t}ie. a&dcenwill admit of,i3d>tbaiiof aflaai^ 
Jiord Beilsmont-s pardon J f>£^xd BeUadbioiift 
does fiot>mjianjto|iurry your^Iiiurdftip in.any: 
thing, butie^cp^s/your Lofdflk^'s anfwe( 
ki a.re£cfoilabk)iinie^ at all eyepfs vone day M 
leaft beforerybiir.Looclfhip ie^w^s-town.*^ . ^ 
' Lord^Townihend ^madefadfvtet*: -I'xrannot 
afk pardon., <as it/ would Ike faoibckhowled^ 
ment of an oflehce!! never intehjd«dl'.| - 

Lord Charlenaont replied: I anii not at 
liberty . to t%ke back any. othej;^ anfwer to 

:. Lord 
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Lct^vSelk^nfc'kkan that your I^itcdiliip iiiks 
ki^f^^^*^PS il^i^res toi take. time to confider 
jfAii^\sg,k^:l^^^fv^ int^ ymr LorcU 
mfumll jrfififeft .43^Cqf;^ yew ky me imdei 
an abfojsufe.;; i|©KiJi.^y- f?f - delivering, anothej 
meffage to your l^rd^^i which Lord Bel- 
lamopfcoftads ^itivt[ift.iW;Qpft WgMt, and 
w^icWi ftrtJ^^fJliy^J'.w^ equal reluftancy. 
\L6l'd^/3Dc>wpj[h€nd h^Afimg peffifted in his 
refufali . iIi.ord, jKh^d^iRont. :rea4 to Lord 
Townfhend the following meflage: 

•* I am enjoihael by Lord Bellapiont to 
teU^jfWr iLprdAip from. him,, that he con- 
siders you diveft'ed of eveVy principle that 
conftitutes the characfler of a man of honour/^ 
Upon Lord Charlemont's .delivery of thi^* 
kft flfrtflftge, ^prd -Tqwn^nd begged his 
permHl»Qr> tp ealliji a.ifriend to be wituefa 
of iU. .CQlojjijei . F;raj5er having rpme in, 
Lord^ToWh^B4.lP^»«fted that Ix^rd Chai- 
kmont would ♦gSW^rqad thi« laft nKflfage. 
Lord Charl«mf)nt .th^r^wpon read the entire 
paper a fecond tiijiQ, and being requefted by 
Lord Tqwofhepd to carry back an anfwer to 
JUard Bellamont, Lord Charlemont, conform- 
ablp to hi« private inftru<Sion§ fron» Lord 
Bellamonty replied, that any- meflage Lord 
Townfhend might have to fend m;ift be fent. 
by a meffenger of his own. 

On Saturday the a6th, at half aahour after 
eleven o 'clock ^V^jght, Lord Bellamont receiv* 
^d the following letter from Lord Ligonier : 
. ' 7 MY 
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<< I have a meiTage to dtlivftrtoy^ 
*• Lordfliip from Lord Townihetid^ and-be^ 
«< to know when I mny be allovMd to WAtC 
^* on you. I havethe Honour to fae» nr. 



MyLoi^ 



•' Your Lord(hipVmoft obedient, 

*^ Moil humble fervant, i 

North Auiley^fireet. " LIGONIER." 

(^0 the Ear/ of Bell AMO^r.) * 



To which Lord Bellamont fent the followJ 
ing anfwer: 

** MY LORD, 

** I this moment received the hmiouit 
•' of your Lordfhip^s letter, Communicating 
*' to me that you have a meffage to deliver 
•* to me from Lord Townfliend,and defiring 
^^ to know when Ifliall be at hone to 
•* receive your Lordlhip. I (hall riot go 
^* abroad to-morrow, but will wait at home 
•' to have the honour of ^-eceiving your 
*' Lordfhip; and any commands you n^ 
*' have for me. I have the honour to be, 
" My Lord, 
•• Your Lordfliip*s very humble, 

•• And obedient fervant, 
Curzon^Jireet, '* BELLAMONT.'"^ 
Saturday nighty half after 1 1 ^^tlock: ^ 

(To Lord VifcountLiG o^iEK.) 

• On 
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*" Oa ^nfday mommg at eleven o^^block 
%j»A higoom w^tedron Lordr.Ballamqnt; 
ii^ho^aittictpatingil^rd Ligonitr^ fa^i. V3^ 
fbi» I receive the: mef&ge yt)Ur Lord(hip 4ia« 
to deliver to jnc^ 1 muft beg. leav§ . to 5:a}| 
in Lord ChadLem^tY if> order that as Col. 
Frazor was pffifiont; at the delivery of my, 
meflage.tOMLosd Townihend, Lqrd Char^e-^. 
moitt jQfiay be.fMrefent at the delivery qf Lord 
Townih^'fi mei&ge. to mej to which Lord 
Ligonier immediately confented. Lord Char«* 
lemont being called in, Lord Bellamont faid^ 
the .ttxij^^iou had, he fuppofed, been 
idated to Lord Ligcmier on the part of Lord 
Townihend.. He wifhed it ihquld be related 
by Lord Charlemont pn the part of him, 
for he Ihould be concerned to be mifconceived 
hy LordJUgooier, for ^wh^ti he h^ a higU 
refpe<^; and that from the moment that 
Lord Ligonier (houki have dejivered Lord 
Town^end's meifage/ he did not think it 
proper for himfelf or friwd to fpeak another 
word; of t which Lord Ligonier having 
ttxpieiTed his approbation. Lord Charlemont 
md the p^p» to Lord Ligoitier^ which he 
had by l!ord Bellamont 's defire read to Lord 
Townihend. Lord Ligonier then addrefSng 
Lord Bellamont, faid, '/ What will your 
Lordihjp fay, when, notwithilanding the 
force of this meifage, I tell you I am autho«« 
|ized by Lord Townihend to alTure your 

, Lordihip, 
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LordOiip; he never meant .tO'#lfeni3 yBldV^ 
Lord BellmnoDty'a^r^a. tittle funife, Jiep2«rdj 
^« t tonfefsy mr |jord; tkis isnu^rethoa | 
expected ; but fince then. ix>iid Townfhend^ 
£rft ctre is to Jiiflify his intentions towards 
fne even undi^r hi« prefent iituatitm, lei him 
4o^it in fuch a nitntfe£:n» toTJoAffyimeia 
reieaflng him ffom thaJt ^fioution.. The 
tp&logy youl?«Lopdihip hainflMDcflelArertti ta 
me is not yet enfii^ly ^fi^lfl^entv^A ^ (E^wl 
Ligoni^r deiired leave to* go bxok it^^h^fd 
Tdwnfhend, and Ihortly Iretuoifd; Jivithp:^ 
following meffagei ^< Lcnfd Towufhead hatf 
already affured your LprdQiip he never 
meant to oflbnd you/ He fur^W *ttiftice6 
you he is foiry ft>r the affair^**' LoidBellau 

, mont then faid, ^'' Before I pi^bicfd anyi^cuu 
ther, I mud defire thaf Loid^Aincyam be leni 
for, as he has this > nvDrning accepted th6 
office of beingf my frieAd ih the tteld if J 
ihall be call^ upon/' JLojpd 'Ancram i>e9n^ 
arrived, and informed by the hotdu Cbam 
Jemont and Ligonier of >!v4at hsk^ paiflM; 
the Lords Charlemont and Anciciili^iebtflved 
that nothing more tould be detfiwded ; 'attj 
then with Lord Ligonier fai<l, tfeat.Lb»d 

'Bellamont could no« furely inquire that^Lortf 
Townfhend fhould aflc his pardon for aH 
offence which he had now • in the moft' 
fatisfaeftory manner declared he had nevey 
committed. Lord Bellamont made anlWer^ 

*' My 
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^f My Lords,' I foel es ^owt 4pw : iJiftt? every 
4hmg i& itnpdiie^ in this a^olog^ s rbut it is 
f^eceflSiTy' tH*t.iit tie; ftillyi eipp'rofl^d/* 9i)4 
i»»tviQ^:.4iBiifp4 Jeaye.to retiF|EhTinto a^othflr 
room to coniider the matter mpir^ricl^arj^^ }^ 
retiunfied wijth th« fpUpwiiig WflHten t^aper, 
tvhich he gaWto [Jci^cd .i^igpnief , -Celling hifp 
z\ tjip, fom^'-tlm^* ,that^h* didn^ot tie him 
down- tp the l^H^t,. l)»^ that was <he. purport 
pf the only 'jrep^rAUOn he could receive, via* 
>* Lord Townfliiend does adrtiit that the 
mtiil^e dejivfired to Lord ]^UamoBt by his 
. Aid^de^Qa^igL Lwash highly offenfivej he 
therefore difavows it as fugh, -juid declares 
jhfit it wfts iKOt in his iatention% to give Lord 
3ellaiiaLQt);t any oi%ice, and thf^t he is ye^y 
piiich c«ae«fnedrfcff the mifl»ke/* Lcfrjl 
;ffigQnier;accQr^iftgIy u^aited oh Lord Towi^ 
^nd witji the fftid paper, and br<>uffht back 
to Lotdu^felknctobtjaA :apQk)gy ir^n/onant; |p 
tho fwUi^^nd wHwe^piH-pqrA'W /it» fortteived 
in thti moft Uti^^^fy^ ftwmf . \ -. l^xS^ ^IC- 
juopt, immedtat^ly iie^efted' tprfl Ligoniiv 
wouW affure Jjtwdi Xo.wnftiend| tbat-afe Lorfl 
Townttiwd (had :b'y tb^t l^ft Apology doap 
fir'Wity ihe^foiind^tipn'of the rjieflfege delivered 
from hw tp^^ i>o«i TowuCbend' by Loitl 
Charlecnooti h§. h^d ^veiy great pleafure in 
4«c|aring it cancelled and annulled. 

CHARLBMONT. (L.S.) 

ANCRAM* (L. S.) 

** I cannot 
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♦* I ctnn6t ri^fufe fighingthc paper cfcir- 
vered tp ftie/this morning without a{Iignin|; 
my reafons for it ; and 1 flatter myfelf the 
tnbtiye of my declining it will juflify mt 
to the worl3, . 

*• I afTent to the fadls and progre{Iion6 as 
fhted, but I wa$ tni^nderftood if what I 
faid relative to Lord Townlhend was coji^ 
iidered as a nieiTage from him. It certainly 
was not Lord Townlhend*? intentions it 
(hould be fo, though 1 was authorifed td 
fay it from Lord Townlhend to Lord Bella*^ 
mont, which dil^ini^ion I did not make t6 
Lord Beliamont. • 

As I wiflbed, from nAotives of hlimanrtyj 
to bring the ajiair to an honoura1)le con-^ 
cliilion without coming to extremities, I 
|)ropofed returning to Lprd Townlhend : my 
view in fo doing was that of promoting 
an accommodation honourable to both. * 

•* If I conveyed any other idea to the 
Lords on my return from Lord Townlhend 
than a confirmation that his Lordlhip had 
intendf^d no affront or injury to Lord Bella- 
mont, and that he difapproved the manner 
of the Aid-de-Camp, 1 nave tb regret that 
I had not the good fortime to explain myfelf 
V^oVding to my own ideas and thol^ of 
Lord. Townlhend. 

** IfiJuftice to Lord Townlhend, I muft 
beg leavV to obferve, that whatever expref-? 

lion^ 
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fions of concern he mig^t make ufe of on 
this^ nfifunderftanding, aVofe frohi the regret 
every man of honour ihuft feel undef- a 
fuppofition of having given bffence* This 
is what Lunderflbod from Lord Townfliend, 
and what I meant to^ convey. 

"I cannot but perfevere in declining to 
fign the paper, as I find upon confideratiori 
that what I thought an explanation, equally 
lionourable to both, may be conftrued into 
a fubmiflive apology, which muft appear 
humiliating to Lord Townlhend, 
. ** What impreffions may liave been 
received from any expreffions of mine in 
the many private converfations I have had 
on this painful event, I will not prefume 
to determine ; but I declare upon my honour^ 
I have had no other view than to terminate 
this affair to the honour of all parties, and 
ihall lament if my endeavours fhould be 
fruftrated. 
yan.2gth, 1773^ LIGONIER. (L.S.) 

I This is a true copy i>f the original in the 
hands of Lord Bellamont. 

CHARLEMONT. 
ANCRAM. 

^ February a, 1773* 
This afternoon, between four and fiv€ 
o'clock, the long- fubfiftingdifference between 
Lord Townfliend and the £arl of Bellamont 

was 
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• tvis finally decided in Mary-le-bon** fields^ 
when the latter received a ball in the right 
fide of his hellv, near his groin. They were 
armed with Imall fwords, and a cafe of 
piftols, but it was agreed to ufe the latter 
firft. Lord Townflicnd fired firft, which 
gave the unfortunate wound, and Lord Bel- 
lamont difcharged his piftol immediately 
after, without effedfl. The feconds were^ 
the Hon. Mr. Dillon for Lord Bellamont, 
and Lord Ligonier for Lord Townfhend. 
Lord Bellamont was immediately taken up, 
and put into a chaife, but, from the agony 
ariling from his wound, he could not bear 
the motion j a chair was therefore rmme- 
rfiately fent for, and he was with great pain 
put into it, and carried to his lodgings, 
where, when he arrived, he defired to be 
lard on his back. Mr. Bromfield, and other 
furgeons were immediately called in, who' 
after fome time, extxad:ed the ball, and hi4 
Lordlhip recovered. 

Their Lordlhips behaved to each, other in 
the field with great politenefs. When they 
had taken tlieir ground. Lord Bellamont 
took off his -hat, which Was returned by 
Lord Townftiend, who afked his antagoniil 
which he Cbofe (hould fire firft. Lord 
Bellamont aft fwfered, he begged Lord Town- 
fkend worfld^ 'whieh wae imrt^diately con>- 
plifed with. •-» A ^^* . . 

Sir 
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Sir OjLt^ViGe Saviib's AMrefs to bit 
Conjiituents^ in/Jbeyear fjBOf is deferving 
'of pnforvation. T!be foUamng. is a €Qfy 

tfit^ ' 

^Q the Gentlemen^ Clergy^ and FretboJders ^ 
the County of York. 

GENTLEMEN, 

1 VENTURE once more to make you % 
tehder of my fervice in Farliameht. Give 
fne leave, at the fame time, to offer you 
Arty cordi^ thanks for all the indulgenciei 
you have flrewn me; and for. your kind 
atxrcptante of my endeavours to perform th* 
Arty I had utidertaken, I look upon that 
partiality and favour as a moft honourablit 
teftimony, becaufe it proves that you enter- 
tain a convidion of the purity of my inten- 
tions, fufficicnt to make you overlook every 
thing amifs which did not proceed from 
the will. 

\ti rfeAewing my defire to continue ?n 
your ferVice, I think it, however, my duty 
to confefs to you, that it has not beeit 
without much ferious confideration, and 
more than common hefitation, that I havcf 
detttmined upon it. 1 muft not omJt 
ittaking you a wart, that it is by no mean« 

probable 
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probable I ihould be able cyea to pecfbniB 
the mere duty of atte&dance oa pwiflm|l|[ 
lis I have hitherta donej efpecitUy.if^^lM 
duration. of Parliament* fhould prove ta Jbt 
for feven years. By what I have iaifome 
degree experienced, ake^idy 9 I have no feafoa 
to believe fo long a continuance of fi|ch an 
attendance would be ^rfedtlycoofiftent wit£l 
my health. • 

But there is fomething more ferious I 
have to fay to you on rfiis fubje^. The 
^tisfadion and honour of attending your 
bufiaef^, has ever overbalanced the.l^ourr 
but my attendance during the laft Parliament 
has been fomething worfe than laborious; 
it has been difcouraging^ grievous , ani 
painfuL Look back, for a moment, upon 
the things which have been done, or (being, 
done,) have been approved of, by that body, 
of which I have been a conftituent part«. 
Compare the prqfent with the paft fituatioa 
of public affairs. Whether glory, conqueft^- 
and riches ; or peace, content, liberty, and 
the enjoyment of your conilitutional rights, 
be your principal objeds— In which of them 
have you been gratified? I have been, in 
itxy collfidive capacity, a party to all thefe 
changes, and to all the meaiure$ which have 
|u;o4uced them : Supported in this mortifying. 
£tvation with one only confolation, a .vw]r.. 
gsKiit one .indeed to toy own itund, that^* 
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hAiag^ aMe to aflure jou* that there hsl^ 
i>!icn tio bhe meafure, 'of all thofe whidk 
iiave proved fo ruinous ' and fatal, whitli I 
luve'ndt»:'as an individual refifted, to the 
Mmoft of rhy povsner. A poor, bafrenV 
ttieiFciftiial, negative 9 and a miiiefable claifti 
4D your favour, to have failed (as far as my 
poor and flender efibrts' are in mieftion) 
almoft in every point regarding thofe rights 
and that .profperity* which I was fpecially 
chofen to cultivate and to maintain. ! ^ * 
I return to you, therefore, buflSed'aft^ 
difpirited, and I am foriy that truth ol>%es 
tm to add, with hardly a ray of hope of 
ieeing any change in the miietable courie 
i(£ -public calamities* " t « 
.' Uii tins mdanchdy day of account in 
jrettdering up to you toy truft, I ddivert-d 
you your miure of a^countiy mainM4 ao4 
.weakened, its ; treafutei laviChed and mis« 
ibent, its 'honours faded, land its conduA 
the laughing-flock of Europe; our-aati0n 
So a maimer without: aUie9.(M!ifteiidsr eKtept 
fuch as. we have hired to dbibo^xur iell^^^t- 
fubjedts, and to ravage a country, in 'which 
we once ' cloimed aa invalvahle (htfe./ I 
fecurri to you fome^of .your principal privi«' 
ltgt% impeached and mangled^ And, l^ly» 
i leave yda, as I conceive at this hcmr.and 
moment, jfi^y^ effe£bwaUy,i «oi4 ahff^uttiT 
tuMier the difcretion and |K>wer of a miiiCttqf 
' V0L»<iii. X force. 
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Ibrce, which is.>to wQl wkhoat i)iratciii|fiiolr 
<tho mitiMrily of the eivil magiftratts j fiir 
it is ^t y6u' ihbuldknow^ if vou are not 
mlretdy infdrmedii^that.aa oraer iffiied iii 
Ixawton, ^at a moment when the violisice of 
th# ^krtg and the remiflhefs of the civil 
ffttgiArate might render ntceilkiy an extras 
ordinarr and violent tempoanuy exeition of 
the militivy^) that oniar, I fajrv has, as i 
Kdve good gvDunds to believe, been extended 
to the whole-j|:ingdoaij where; neither of 
tiiofe caufes exifted m any degree fufiicient 
Co juftify fo deciiive and extiaordaiaiy a 
fneafum y and I do not know o£i<Aue order 
being recalled* 

In this ftate of pubMc affiiira^ and. Wflii 
this iKcoiuit to render of my cotnmiffion^ 
judge whether I can boldfy^and cbearfiiUjr; 
or fuppotted by any rational confidenoe^ 
boaft to you- as candidates are wont to do» 
of what I wilLdo/and what d ' wiB utsdei^ 
uSkJb for your fervice. 

• fbt thic YdJmi avioiding even the^ufijal 
j|yk< ^^^ch addmiles, and ^bibeartnO^ as 
«^ell Thd forward pibmifes as ^f'fupecncial 
4iumblifMf$ of idintfe in ife on Jthefe ocoi^ 
^t^M, liiiake1tu'folemtvdu(^iiolay be^bfe 
.you, without d4fgiiifet>r pattiaiioAv thefot^ 
-4fiiitc^4fUiteibf your concerns as. «l»^appisar 
-T«ifi») ^d liie gtobii!^ piofpeii£t>vhicbnliR 

-*^-'-^- * ''^v.s ** » i * L ^ ' Some 
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"Svme hav« 1»»^ aieoufiid of tx$fjger&An^ 
the pukUc misfortunea, nay* of haying efi<sbef^ 
VQund to help forward the mifchiw » thiit 
they miight aftervrajxb raife diicoDtenti* . I 
tun wiUwg.to hope, that neither my temper^ 
nor my Wuation in life, will be thought 
naturally to urge me to promote miferyr 
difeordy or confufion; or to. exult in th^ 
fubverfion of order, or in the ruin of property* 
I have no reafon to contemplate with plea-^ 
{ure the. poverty of our country, the increafe 
o^our debts and of our taxes ; or the decay 
of. hu commerce— «Truft not however to 
my report, Refled:^ compare, and judgf 
forjrourfelves. 

lout under all thefk difheartening circum^ 
ftanbes, I could yet entertain a chearful 
hope, and undertake again the commiiHon 
with alacrity, as well as zeal» if I coiild 
fee any ef&i^ual ftepa taken to remove tho 
pr^nal caufe of the miichief. '^Then 
would there be a hope/' 

Till the purity of the canftituent body» 
and thereby that of the reprefentatiTO be 
ftftored, there is Nohb. 

While the elei^ors fell their voicea to ij/m 
member, and the member diftreflfs bis 
fettune to buy tliem. Parliament will bo 
the purchafe of tho Minifter* PotliUnMat- 
. men will find'ways of pavtakis^ other^ vaoF 
tagea than merely their iharo^ in coqumr 

X a with. 
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^ith yptt, . of ihofe good meafures which 
the^ ihalL jprotnote, and of thofe good laws 
whith they fliall ena<^ for your government' 
alnd.th^r own: and the inodern-in>proved 
aifls of : corruption^ by contraAs, fubfcrip-- 
tions, and jobs, is attended with this pcrveite 
and vexatious confequence;'that their benefit 
is not^ only unconnefted with yours, but 
it: grows upon your diftrefs. They feed on 
the expence* they fatten on every extra- 
vagance that art and ilUcondud: can engraft 
otl the iiatural difadvantages of a remote, 
raHi, ill««fated, impolitic, and unfucce£isful 
waVv The, Minifter's direct intereft (nay 
his fafety) meanvvhile, Requiring him to 
pufh the defperate game, and even in felf- 
defence, to eocreafe that very expence. which 
is his crime ^ to intrench himfelf ilill deeper 
in corruption » and by headlong and un^ 
meafured extravagance, to have the means 
of juftifying, to the j faithful Commons, 
his . former mifmanagemeht and miifdeeds. 
^See wiiere this ends, but forget not where 
iv begins. 

I am led here .very naturally to fpeak 
^lifon the fiibje^ of certain-regulations, wnich 
'have' been the objecft of your late aflemblies 
^di deliberations. Iqdeed, I have brought 
-npfyfelf to .this matter almoft unavoidably, 
4>ut not unwillingly. I gladly en^Mnace this 
riiioA public oppoaitutiity of deliv/sring tfiy fenti- 
;!/.;, " ; : ^ mehts. 
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nifentSjj^iTOt^onlj to all my cbftftftuentt, but 
tothofelikewi^, not my cohfthuen«, whom 
yet id the large fenfe- I reprefent, and ant 
laithfillly to ferve,-- not only to twenty 
thbufand, my eleftors, but to hundreds of 
thoufands in the county! reprefent, (to go 
no farther,) who are to fuffer imder the bad 
conduA or Parliament; and of declaring* 
my intentions, regarding the two chief 
articles contained in/ the refolutions agreed 
tp atyour late meetings; I mean, rendering 
parliaments triennial, and adding'to the num* 
ber of county reprefentatrves; 

I do not intend to give my voice, if I , 
have the honour of continuing in your fer-- 
vice, for the change of feptennial parliaments. 
And this, not becaufe I am ftf fanguine as 
fome are, in a full perfuafion/ that it will 
be a cure for all our evils ; no, nor even 
that I promife myfelf it will be attended 
with any fuch fure hope of coniiderable 
advantage; (at leaft, if unaccompanied by. 
fome other fteps tending to purify the fources 
of election and reprefentation ;) but chiefly,' 
becaufe, on the beft information I have 
obtained, I have reafon to believe it is the; 
mind and defire of a very large number bf 
my conftituents : this feeming to me to be 
the one point (at leaft with diftinguiihed 
preference) on which the fender, no* he who 
)S fent, has the petfed right to judge ; and: 

that^ 
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^t»«Y€ftif after all, I fhould have miflsi^ 
ken their genetal fenfe, it Mrili be at leaf| 
the filler errei*! fmce there is a imnifef): di£* 
ferenee betweto t\m obtrtiding one^s feif for 
!eveki y!ears on him who wiihes to have hi( 
choice again at the end: of.tbree, and return*- 
ing for hii approbaticm at three ; when fan 
might perhaps have been well content to trail 
cHiefer (even. 

I have a momentary pleafure in «ddii» 
Asfpetially when Supported by your opinions J) 
that I am willing to flatter myfelf , rather 
good than evil may arife from the change* 

But I look upon reftoting eledion and 
vepreientation in fome degree (for i expe^^ 
no miracles) to their original purity.^ to be 
that, without which all other eflbrts will be 
^Vain and ridiculous. The tenant-right, or 
good-will of a Ifeafe t}f three years, is as 
£ileaUe as that of a leafe of feven. It wil| 
find ittt price at both the London and coun^ 
tnr markets. It will be bought, it will befold« 
The member will be as n;xaiiageable, if the 
conftituent be as venal. And they will not 
be afraid to meet at market as ofren as yoii 
pleafe* 

-The adding to the country reprefexrtatixm^ 
if by no means a pi^rfed: cure, fee^is yet 
tb me to be the plain^ift, and beft propofition 
for this purpofe, th^t his yet come under 
^y obiertationi I ti^uA, likewife, kmay bfr 

practicable* 
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only from a deference to your opinioiiy faut 
vrith an approbation of my owtk.' Ifetaot 
flattering you, that it appears to me one of 
iJiofe matters eafy of execution, or to be 
done with a thought > on the cootraFyi it da 
more compKcated (as it ieems to me nicwt 
efiedtnal) than the firft-mentioned akerati^i. 
But this is no' time to talk of ifmajl rubs or 
difficiilttes. If lomething be nordone, yam 
tnay, indeed, retain the outward form of 
your Conftttution, but not the power tberoo^ 
For it is too ferious a truth to be coa» 
ceaied, and> indeed, it is too latft ferioufly 
to attempt to conceal it, that if the Eie^ort 
forgetting the folemn duty they owe to the 
minions of their felk>w4ubj€4ft8, whofe 
rights they are in the firft inftance intruded 
with 3 if forgetting the facred truft repofed i|i 
them, of choofing thofe who are to govern 
thofe millions; if forgetting that they are 
therefore a fort of reprefentati?es of all the 
people (who would be too numerous to vote 
themfelves ;) I fay, if forgetting thefe tfangs, 
and (hamefuUy proflttuting thmifelveg, they 
are become fo profligate as to fell themfelves 
and their country $ let them not wonder {w^j 
fcarcely can they complain without i[hAme) 
if thofe whom they choofe, imitating their 
eondu(^v retail daily thofe rights whidi they 
h^ve bought, whether it be at the Septennial, 
^ triennial. 
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triennisQ, or iAnual£urs ti&d'iiwrkett* «Wii 
can converfe thus without a blu(h. 

Neither time permits, nor does^ propriety 
allow me to enter into argutnents in fupport 
of a fentiment of which ^ (much I think 
to your honour) you have declared ybuf 
approbation; but although it fuits neither 
the time nor the cixcumftance, to argue a94 
tlebate, I truft you will not think I am out 
of the line of propriety, of duty, or of the 
tefpect I owe you, in thus making a public 
declaration of my opinions.' and intentions in 
matters concerning which « after the tender 
I have made of my fervice,. you have an 
unqueftionable right, as yoU:m^ft have a 
natural wifh, to be informed. 

When I began this paper, I had reafon to 
believe the time preiled ; I was foon con<p 
firmed in what I had heard. It was become 
material to addrefs you quickly, if at all i 
but although what I have written has been 
the work of a few hours, do not think that 
the matter has not again and again been the 
fubje<^ of deliberate thoughts ; I fhould no( 
have dared to have prefented you with crud^ 
and undigefted ideas or the fancy of a mor 
tnent ; but on the other hand, fo innatt^<<' 
tive have I been to the advantages this addrefs 
might ffeceive, in its form, from the aiTifl* 
ance of abler perions than myfelf, - that I 
venture to fubmit it thus publicly to ypui 
without the opportunity of communicating it 

to 
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10 .thof^^WJjfta^s; ftfi^ and 

line of conii^f^ m ^he piibUf watk» I liave 
bcien habituated to lock up to with high 
jrcfped: and efteem* 

My buiinefs is x\ot to write ably ^o jou,^ 
.but to. write with, iincerity. The jr^tioa 
that ftands now between us, gives jfou ^ 
ri^t^ if,. I may fo. fpeak, to my unmended 
fentiments ; apd I willingly fubmit eveiy 
defeft to your cenfure, rather than be fup- 
pofed to vife management and art, or to 
confult what is conformable to perfonal ot 
party coniiderations, inilead of that which 
unbridled truth (according to my cpnceptioa 
of it^ requires of me. What further fteps 
may oe in contemplation towards obtaining 
the laudable objedk of our wifhes, I do not 
know i but it is not probable that what has 
lately arifen will flacken the zeal of thofe who 
- have alceady ftepped forward in the bufineft* 
With that idea upon my fnind, it is impof- 
£ble for me to condude without exprening 
an^^aweft wifh, that whatever is thought of 
may be purfued with that true^fpirit of firm- 
nefs and moderation, which belongs to tfie 
caufe.of jufticc; and above all, that by 
livery .means that can be devifed, a.gpoa 
underflanding and union niay be inuured 
amongft refpedtable men of all ranks and 
d^fcj^iptions, who agree in the maki prin- 
ciples of liberty J although there may be 
* Ihades 
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ihades of' diflbrmce in fmaller iMints , ' f^r ik 
matters not calling for immedimte difouiioir. 
indeed you will £nd it true wifdom^ and a 
very honourable policy, to ftrenthenthecaufe 
of your country witb every honcft aid that 
can be obtained .<.^No public caufc was ever 
carried by divided efforts. 

Till I Have the honour of mating yoti 
in the exercife of the great and* refpedable 
fimdion of choofing your reprefencatires, I 
beg leave to fubfcr)l>e myfclf, Geiltlemen, 
with pcrfedl refoeft, fmd % rcmeiiibrancc of 
nU your kindnels. 

Your moft obliged, 

And faithful humble fervank. 

HrwcaJl/erUpMitTyM^ Sept. ^, 178Q, 
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Proceedings of tf>e General Chaiubek ^ 
ManufoSlurers of Great Britain, (M the 
French Treaty. From the ninth ofFebnt^ 
ary to the. tioentyfeventh of March 1 787* 

Proceedinrs ^a General Meeting beliTehruary 
lOt 1 787i Tho. Walker, Efq. in the Chair^ 

The report of the Coitamittee of the ninth of 
this month was read. The following is 
a copy of the Re^oet : — 

IN compliance with the orders of the 
G^eral Meeting, h^ld on the Bfth inftant, 

by 
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hf "iifhixh the' ^ofnmitteo si- c^inscted tm tn^ 
qukt. xiiib the following paints^ viz. 
' L What laws* muft be te^etled to makt 
fOam for the FrAich treaty? 

IL Wh^t articles were prohibited :bf the 
treaty of Utrecht » now admitted? 

III. Doe^ the French treaty put an end 
to the treaty with Portugal! ^ 

IV. Are«9ny artides exported to Pcrtugd 
Xiot included in the tariff? 

Y. AUb the committee are requefted t* 
get the moft authentic information, refpcA* 
ing the doubts e^^prefTed on their minutes 00 
various articles of the French treaty? 

Your committee have referred to thofe 
doubts exprefled upon the minutes; and it is 
with infinite concern they perceive^ that no 
^fwer whatfoever has hitherto been inferted 
upon the minutes refpedting them. It appears 
'by the minutes, that the firil Fourteen Arti« 
pies of the treaty were read at a committee^ 
)ield on the aift November laft; and the 
committee was adjoumedi 

On th^aSthNpveipber, another committee 
was ^el^l, and the ifoUowing, doubts weft 
ordered to be inferted i^on the ^minutes^ 

Vi«* ' • -■ •■ ^ ' 

♦f On i«conliderii% the Fifth. Artfclt of 

thie treaty laft eonduded with Frafieei the 

CQ(n9iitte^,haye fojifie doubts w^^^h^r fufEci- 

fnt femedp b? provided agaipil aftifts ar 

. . manufacturers 
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manufa^urers b^ing conveyed out offh^ 
kingdom, under the denomination of fervanls 
to fubjcfts of France, leaving this country ? 

♦* And a doubt alfo arifes, whether this 
Article does not in certain cafes repeal the 
Hyf% no^^in force againil the exportation of 
fundry raw materials, tools, and utenfils ? 

♦• And it is alfo doubted, whether snf 
pfotfedtion be afforded by this tteity ag^inft 
the importation from France of any articles; 
for the manufadture and fale of which an 
exclufive privilege is granted by the King'< 
Letters Patent? 

<• It alfo feeips reafonable to them, that 
if a drawback be allowed on the exportation 
of French wines, and other articles from 
)^nce ; a drawback (hould be allowed on the 
manufaftures of this country, when exported 
from France. 

-The firft and fecond claufes of the above 
doubts appear beyond all other things moft 
important to the welfare of this kingdom i 
And your committee, upon carefully peru- 
fing the words of the Fifth Article, and 
comparing them with the convention lately 
publiflied, (which is totally filent on this 
point, although intended to remove other 
doubtful parts of the treaty,) have too great 
reafon to apprehend, that confequences of 
the moft alarming nature willeniue, when 
laws are made (as ftipulated in the Four-» 

tecnt^ 
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teentH Article^ . ta give efiedt to . all -'pdf t» of 
this Treaty >■ --■■■If thefe apprchenfions are 
j^ft, the Fifth Article, protecting onl^y i»r 
certain cafes the prohibitions on the import 
trade, leaves open the exportation to France of 
all the raw materials of Great Britayi-at pre^' 
ftnt prohibited — whether ^ool^ fuller^ s^arth^ 
raw hides'^ or any other Tnaterial— ^nd alfo, 
all the tools %and utenfils ufed in our manu^ 
fadures; it expofes us likewife to the lofs 
of our artifts and Workmen of every fort/ 
who may chufe to emigrate under iht de-. 
fcription of fervants to Frenchmen leaving 
this kingdom; ** any law privilege, grants* 
immunities or cuftoms to the contraiy not« 
withftanding." 

The firft queftion of- the General Meeting; 
viz. ** What laws muft be repealed t6 make, 
«• room for the Fl-ench treaty ?*' is of fo ex- 
lenfive a nature, that your committee have 
not been able to collect fo full information 
as they wifli to do: They have ftated above 
generally, that the laws at prefent exifting 
•againft the. exportation of wool, raw hides I'^s 
tools, and the em1»ation of artifts myft be 
repealed; (asagreea on in the Fourlfeentb 
Article;) otherwife thefubjeAs of France^ 
chufing toxe£tde for a tinie in Great Bfitaia^ 
and then to return home, to their native 
country, for the purpofiss of commerco^nd 
itrade,.cannot enjoy all the advantages gi^ante4 
.them, by the Filth Article of the treaty. 

But, 
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But, befidc« the laws rcftmiiungiCKpQitftr 
tion, there are many others which, in uxwt 
of our own manufadures, {prohibit the 
importation of foreign goods, as the 4tfai 
Edward IV. chap. i. by which 0q dothft 
wrought beyond fea» (hall be brought into 
Bnglaad, and fet to fale ; the 3d e2w. IV« 
chap. 3d and 4th 1 the ift of Rich. III. 
chap« i2th ; the 7th Eliz. chapw 7th.; the 
I3thand 14th Charleall. ch^. 13th.; which 
contain a variety of prohibitions^ on the im^^^ 
portation of a great number of articles in the 
woollen, iron, copper and glafs manof 
fadluies-^ every one of which laws muil 
necef&rily be repealed. And it has alfo 
been provided by a law, ift of Rich. XL o, 
9th and the 3ad Hen. VUI. c. 15. " That 

V no alien fhall fell by <retaiU nor take any 

V leafe of a houfe or ihop to trade io,'' whidi 
inilft by this treaty al& be xqpiealed^ as the 
ItettniiTion to fill by reuil is not (as it was 
in the treaty of Utrecht) excepted. And it 
may be proper to remark here, that asqr 
iplax4tion of the laws, to prevent the cla^ 
.deftinei landing pf ^ood^, will have a worfe 
pfFed: upon our .manufadures, than^evec^.tt 
dire^fl importatioB ^P^n cei^ain duties ; and 
your committee 1 obuarve* that by the free 
upprqach allowed to JFrench v^eiTela upon the 
coaft; and the time given by the ^treaty 
io ssaiat entries,, and : to . oorredb. th^pfi. when 

... 6 ... . ... made. 
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Mfrfei n alteration of the Cuflomnfaoufe laws 
^madd as. well for the protection of fair 
Mde, ^8 the collei^ion of the reveruie) muft 
take place; from which they apprehend 
gfmki miichiefs may enfue. 

Th^ id queftion, requiring an account 
o£ thofe ^cticled o( French manufa(%ure» 
againft t|;)e impprcation of which tfa^ trea^ 
of Utrecht protected this country ; but which 
aie admitted under the prefent treaty » ia 
alfo. an important CQniid^:ation> By that 
treaty we had permi^Hon to fend many 
Gocvinwdities- to Fraxicei without opeqii^g 
our market recrprocally to them« Amongft 
others were woollens^ cutlery^ and harhmrd^ 
la tbefe' article we were protected in thi; 
poflibfitbn of our wni nianht by the tr^aqr; 
Qf .Utrecht 5 butt which by tha present treaty 
is given up to France^^and your. qQipmittee 
cannQt help remarjj^idg upoo this l^%(li that 
although the ar ticks called S^Heri^^.zx^ ftl(<)^ 
admitted into this kingdom from.Fmnce^ 
ytt they ^re not to become £ubje<5t to any 
duty to countenraii thd excife origiiially paid 
upon leather in Gfeat Britain, whidx amountt 
to 15 per cent^ 

But ryour commit^ cannot <ffnit*obf«rr- 
mg here, that the aberration of the. lawg 
againft fmuggUfig sbove hinted at, appeara 
to tbem an obje^ of mofl: alarming conic^ 
quente; not only with r^ard 10 t^ iil^i^ 

introdudion 
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M^ro^u4tioii of goods iitiportaUe into ikis 
l^ngdorn under the- treaty i but alio in 
r^p€<^^Q the facility which various afltacled 
o|'.4h€^. tfieaty. afFori tjbe French of bringii^ 
into the kingdom <i number of goods againft 
tbe importation- of which the prohibitions 
ftrii retnain^-^particulaxly all commodities of 
gold and ill ver, ribbons, fllks, laees, glares, 
ice. which lying in fo very fmall a com- 
pafs renders the facility'' of fmuggling them 
perfe<aiy piadlicable. With regard to' Portu- 
gal, your committee have not been able 
to. learn more * than that it is genersdiy un* 
derftood,* no new treaty 'hath 'been ' coa« 
eluded vnth that, kingdom > and that tfa^ 
Methuen Treaty, by which the importation 
of Britlfh woollen, and other inanafa&ure$ 
into Portugal is fecured, willvbe at an end^ 
ualefs a diminution of th6 duty upon Fqff 
tugal • wines, one-tihird ^^6w ixii ^ptef&^t- 
amount j^ accompanies the lowering -tbi^t upo^*' 
French wines. Jf tb^ ; treaty now in " ^orc« - 
(hall be difcohtinuedr •thefre^^t'e fpmtf i^ 
eks; exported to that feihgdom not^ iAciuded 
in the French taHft; •'foif ^liich it^maf ^bi^ 
difEcult to find another market;^ an^^ttr 
confimittee leave it to ev^ery tnan to* ^ revive 
kx Kis own mind the comequeAces^ - |a the 
exports and imports of Britain^ wkich^'W^ 
prQ^vably attend the flop|>ing of this ^aofiifetft 
aijd yBMAe trade, . , : %• -.i-i U " 
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• It has not yet been obferved, that po^ 
i^ipulation is made in the treaty refpedting 
the allowance of drawbacks en the export 
tatioo of goods imported from the one country 
to the other. 

There is no queftion but France will ex- 
pedl that England (hall allow her wines, oih> 
cambricks, &c. to be pafled through Eng* 
land with fuch a drawback of the duties 
paid on importation a$ the wines of Por- 
tugal, the oils of Italy, and the linens of 
Germany now are. By this means France 
will enjoy the privilege of Supplying our 
colonies with thefe articles. This advantage 
ought to have fome equivalent return from 
Fraqce, and (lie (hoiild allow bur woollen^ 
hardware, pottery, faddlery, and cottons, to 
pafs in like manner through France into her 
colonies. Unlefs fome arrangement of thi$ 
kind takes place, there is no reciprocity in the 
troaty, as tar as relates fb' the colonial trade 
of both nations~*It is true that the treaty 
is confined to Europe in words ; but it is 
not, in fa(^, unlefs England refuf^s to allow 
the fame drawbacks on French wines, oils, 
and linens, as on thofe of Portugal, Italy, and 
Germany— If this can be done, a corner of 
our trade will be preferved for thofe countries 
from whence we may expedt fome return. 

If a// articles are, open to exportation, tbe 
balance will be greatly in fkvour of France, as 

VOL. III. Y the 
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the wines, oils, and linen, have no feciprocat 
articles to place againft them ; and therefore 
fame Englifli articles (hould be allowed a 
drawback in France, as woollens and hard- 
ware, againft wines and linen ; but woollens 
and hardware from France (hould not be 
allowed a drawback in England. 

It is faid that the matter of drawbacks is 
an affair of internal regulation, which each 
nation may fettle to their own liking. If 
fo, the colled:ion of articles for colonial 
confumption is moft unfortunate for this 
country, whofe interefts have not in this 
lefpeft been confidered in the Treaty. And 
there ought to have been either a fair re- 
gulation of drawbacks, or fuch a fele^icm of 
articles as would not give fo great advantage 
•6 France; who, by theprefent arrangement, 
will fupply our colonies with wines, oils, and 
linens, to 201 immenfe amount, while (he may, 
if (he pleafes, refufe to let a fingle article 
of £ngli(h produce pafs into her colonies. 

Kefolutions^ February 10, 1787. 

Reiblved unanimoufly, I. That the fair 
equality of 2 Commercial Treaty does not 
confift in ftating the fpecific articles of one 
kingdom againft another, under reciprocal 
duties ; but in admitting goods of nearly the 
iatte value or amount into each kingdom 
lefpcfiively, cither duty-free, or uikkr fuch 
* ' duties 
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Juries as (hall cflfedually favour the con- 
fumptiion« 

II; That in a Commercial Treaty between 
two countries, where it fhall fo happen, that 
the I. principal advantages on one fide arife 
chieflyfrom an article or articles of which the 
other can never fend any in return; in order 
to efFe<^ a real equality, this balance againfl 
the latter ought to be made up by the , 
admiffion of fuch other articles as the latter 
can fend to the former, either duty-free, or 
under duties which may ejflfed:ually favour 
the confumption for ever. 

IIL That in a commercial intercourfe 
between two countries, the advantages arifing 
to one kingdom from the admiflion of a 
produce peculiar to its climate and foil, by 
the other kingdom, are durable and permanent 
advantages, which muft always continue to 
operate in favour of the former againit the 
lutter ; but that advantages arifing from the 
prefent fuperiority in moft manufadures'^re 
variable and tranfient ; and that it is therefore 
expedient, in balancfng fuch manufactures 
againft fuch produce, to fecure for ever to the 
former their prefent advantages, by means of^ 
low duties, and fuch other ftipulations atid 
provifions as may feem befb adapted to the 
purpofe. 

, IV. That the duties under which the 

manufa&ures forming fuch balance ihould-be 

* , . Y % admittefd. 
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admitted; ought to ht lower than the ^iM 
on the fame articles from all other foreign 
cotrntries ; and fo lowaseffedluallyto fkvour 
their confnmption, even againft rhe home 
manu&dxires of the fame kind ; otherwife 
the fair equality is perpetually liable to be 
deftroyed. 

V« That it is intich more indifpenfably 
necefTary that fuch manufa<5^ures mould he 
protected in their own home-market, by 

P[ually high duties ; otherwife from the 
ual proficiency of the other country in 
iimilar manufactures, it may happen in a little 
time, that the advantages, which were at dtft 
balanced againft each other, may all fliift to 
one fide. 

VL That no fair equality can exift, if in 
oee kingdom there (hall ftill remain internal 
jregvlations partially favourable to their own, 
and opprefiiveto foreign manufactures, while 
in the other country no fuch regulations do, or 
from the nature of the conftitutiori can, exift. 

- VU. That the Committee of this Chamber 
be diseded to enquire how far the prefent 
treatf with France be conftru6^ed on thefe 
principles • and to report their opinion thereon. 

' VUL That this -meeting is imprefled wirii 
the magnittide of the treaty with France, 
and fenfible of the importance of its operation 
upgn;a variety of interefts. That neither 
tb© xepiMt .of theit committee, nor the 

inveftigation 
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^Invfiligtftiontof any ihdividiialSi has; -in' their 

refttltf* furttUhed this meeting with fulficient 

infbiTfmiion to warrant their pronouncing at 

this time any certain opinion*upoh its merits. 

'That the prodigious complication of detail 

which it involves, and the acknowledged 

novelty of the plan, demand the moftferious 

gad deliberate confideratipn. That a due 

judgment of it may be facilitated by a pentfal 

of certain accounts, which have been ordered - 

,ljy th^ Honourable the Houfe of Commons^ 

but which accounts, not being yet printed, 

cannot furnifh the afliilance neceflary to a 

proper determination. That this meeting 

cannpt hear without alarm, that the Houfe of 

Commons intend to come to a vote which 

may be decifive of the treaty on Monday 

next. That if the treaty be £ofund, upon a 

further review of its nature and tendency, to 

be really advantageous to this countiy,- the 

meeting is appreheniive, that fo great a good 

fliould reft upon the hazard of a iihgle 

immature vote ;^ but that the terrors of this 

meeting are augmented and aggravsned, if 

upon more minute enquiry the treaty thould 

turn out to.be detrimental or pernicious, as ^.a * 

precipitate refolution may entail ujkcn the 

nation the moft fatal confequences. - 

That upon all thefe views, ' this meetiiig is 

:q{ ppinion it is indifpenfably tteceSkty to 

petition that Honourable Houfe, to poftpone 

for 
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for fome time, the coming to any refolution 
upon the principle or merits of the faid trearpj 
which may be decii;ve, of either its adoption 
pr reje^ion. i 

A draft of a petition was read, of which 
the following is a Copy ; 

To the Honqurable, the Hquse qfvCommons j 

^be Petition of the fever al Manufa^urers.^ 
wbofe namfs are hereunto fubfcribed^ from 
their General Chamber of ManufaBuxers of 
Great Britain^ 

Humbly Sbewethf . . 

THAT your petitioners diily inipressed 
with the ferious and awful importance of 
the Treaty of Commerce, now pending with 
prance, beg leave in all humility to rcprefent, 
. That the. faid treaty, involving a va(t 
complication of detail affecting a variety of 
the greateft interefts ; and comprehending a 
prodigious change in the commercial fyftem 
of this country, is ^n objedt of the most mo-^ 
ment;ous ^onfideration . 

That your petitioners, after the moft carer 
"ful inveftigation, which fuch fources of in- 
formation as they have been able to confult 
hitherto have afforded them, are not capable 
of forming any certain judgment of a treiaty 
fraught with fuch magnitude, novelty, ana 
variety of matter, 

^ That 
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That your petitioners cannot but be feri-. 
oufly alarmed at hearing that thij-Honoarable 
Hpiife b*ve, deteirmineito come to a decifive 
vote upon the faid treaty this day. 

That yourpetitiojiers, reniiembering with 
gratitude the favour and indulgence which 
they experienced from this Honourable Houfe 
on a former occafion, and the providep^^l 
cfFcds which were then univerfally allowed 
' to have refulted from delay, humbly con- 
ceive^ that they have at prefentftill ftrpi>ger ^ 
reafons to requeft time for the purpofe of 
enquiry and deliberation, before this Hondlif- 
able Hoiife (hall come to]' any refolution 
which may be decifive upon this great 
meafure ; 

And therefore your petitioners moli hum^ 
bly implore this Honourable Houfe, to poft- 
pbne the adoption of any fucli refoliition-^ 
For the important reafons abovd ftaled, and 
for fuch time as to the wifdom of this Hor 
nourable Houfe Ihall feem mpet. . 

' And your J)euxldners i^aU ever pray.' ^ 

Refolved unanimoiifly, That^ttje^ iHixie^be 
figned by thejvi[embers prefent, ana prefentcc^ 
to the Honourable tlxeHpufe of Cciinmons on 
Monday jiext. '*, V * ?./ l ^ ; 

THOMAS WAl,K.^K,Cpairmn. • 
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PneiiiingjrfaQenBr^iMtitwgfhdifHiniary 
17, 1 787. Jos. Wedgwood, £fi|orVctfiiifa&br. 

Thomas Walker, Efq. reported that'fhtBfeti- 
tionof the Chamber was pref^med fey the 
Honourable the Houfe ot Comriionsf, bjr 
Mr. Alderman Newnham. 

Part of the report of the Committee <# the 
i6th inft. was read, of which die following 
is a copy : * .^ 

YOUR Committee having been dire Aedby 
ft general meeting, held on the lOth of this 
month, to enquire and to report how far the 
prefent treaty with France is conftru<^ed;on 
certain principles then unanimoufly.refolved, 
have proceeded with all diligence, to colled 
what authentick information they could, and 
in purfuance of their duty, beg leave to Tub- 
mit their opinions, feverally and in order,' on 
the refpeftive heads referred to their con«» 
fideration. 

The firft refolution is as follows : ** That 
the' fair equality of a ^Commercial Treaty 
4oes not coniift in ftatiiig the fpecifick article; 
of one kingdom againft^nother, under reci- 
procal duties ; but in adnutting goods of 
nearly the fame value or amount into each 
kingdom refpeftHrely, either duty free, or 
uxxfer fuch auties as ihall eHedtiiially favour 
the cojifumption/* And here ybiir com-^ 
init|(ee grc iorry to obferve in the ver^ be-^ 
ginain^t thai 6t> th^ ftce of the tk^at^ fhey 
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do not perceive the leaft appearance of the 
Jtii'-eiiiiftlitjr, required by thijr^^hsattfter. 
Oil die omttaiy they fee much feemmg ine- 
quality. 'While the wJ3ie&ibnindies, vinegars, 
and oils of France are to be admitted under 
duties j which v^rill efFe<^ually favour' ^e in- 
creafe of their confuxnption-here to a very 
confiderable amount; the reft of the tariff 
confifts wholly in that which this Chamber 
has repeatedly pronounced not to be a fair 
equality, namely, **in ftating the fpecificlc 
articles of one kingdom againft another, under 
reciprocal duties. Your committee, how- 
ever, do not mean to deny that under fuch 
reciprocal duties fome advantage, for the pre- 
fent, may arife to this kingdom in certain 
articles j but in others, exclufive of the pjo- 
dudtions above-mentioned, the gain will be 
as decifive on the fide of the French, parti- 
cularly in glafs, lawns, and cambricks", richly 
ornamented porcelain of Seve, moft probably 
in fuperfine cloths of certain colours, and 
in light fabrics for fummer wear, , aa. weJl as 
in the extenfive article of millinery ,;, whljch, 
as your committee have been .inTorqrxed, 
comprehends not oqly caps, hats, bonnets, 
ruffles and fuch friiall Wttcles, but neick- 
kerchiefs alfo, cloa^cs,. ^^prons, and fancy 
drefles of every* kitid,^ iize, and defpriptCon. 
With refpedl to ^thefei.artkles^ whfcb ypur 
committee have eri^meratf d ajs li<;tvant^g^ous 
19" Fp^pe, jthgy pbfe^'y^ te'from ';ith^ ;nik 
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t)f introducing a commoditjr at oocefQ^jbrit^c 
and fo bulky as glafs, they i)elieve it%n<)t^tQ 
have been fmuggled into th>s cpuatry i ^nd 
the premium of insurance on . ready^ffuide 
cloaths, clandeftinejy imported, .being^at 
40I. per cent, a very fmall quantity iodef34 
(though fome little your committee are wejl 
affured) did find iu way intp our mSffket* 
The fame too may be faid:;pf all articles 
included under millinery from France. The 
danger, therefore, in thefe branches is wholly 
new; and confequently cannot be eafily 
afcertained. Cambricks and. lawns, . it is 
true, were very generally, fnwjggled, bu> thp 
prepnium of infuranpe being (q high a$ 16 
per cpnt. on the average, our Ififti and Scotch 
manufadures of thefe gOods; i^d' not with- 
itending increafe, and <he l^tler more ?(pe- 
cially, as your.. committee, do know, waa 
doubled in the fpace of four, or five years 
from 1780 or 81 to Mighaelmas 1785 • But 
the duty of th^ tariff being very much bqlow 
what the article would bea^r,^ and \^'hat was 
actually paid to the fmuggkr> . the difficulty 
of the competition in the Britifh market, 
is proportionably increafqd to the prejudice 
of our own manufai3:ures,i and a new danger 
incurred, which may probably be fatal to 
them. On the other hand, your committee 
prefume it to* be notorious, that mof2:» if 
not all our articles which are now . to be 
diredlly admitted, did before, get into France 
6 circuitoufly 
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circuitoufly to a very great amount. Large 
or^ters were-fcfit to this country from the 
free ports of France ^and the neighbouring 
territories; from whence your- committee 
have' good reafon to be periuaded> that the 
goods were conveyed into the interior part 
of France by fome clandtftine means not 
pai'ticularly knowa to your tbttiniitftee ; ah^ 
as* far as your committee could learn-, the 
9ge;regate expences of this illicit importation 
did not enhance the price of the goods to the 
eonfumer im France, fo much as the duties 
will under the prefent treaty: fo that the 
Fraich niftnufadlurer will have no new 
difficulty of competition to apprehend. From 
the fame caufes too it will be found, that 
the extent of the advantages which England 
will receive, are fubjedt to much uncertainty 
in any calculation. But thofe of France are 
fure in the articles above-mentioned, and 
efpecially in the encreafed confumption of 
her wines, brandies, vinegars, • and oils* 
and yout committee niuft not forget to add, 
that in all thefe particulars, France guins here 
a ^market more or lefs new, without the lofs of 
an old one^ while England at leaji hazards the 
lucrative markets of Portugal and Spain. 

To the fecond refolution your committee 
will not anfwer at large, as the efTence of it 
is included in thofe which follow, and pro-i 
bably its chief objeft, was to mark more 

clearly 
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dearly the conneiSlion of the latt^^ AVith -9 
pincipl^ before fan^ioned by thp Chaja^bffi^ 
in their re£blution$ on the Iriih pro^ofiuofisw 
Your committee^ therefore, will cwitent 
themfelve^ withobferving that wint)B;» bianr 
diesi vinegars, and oils, are undpublodly' 
^^ articles of which Qreat Britain can never 
/• fend any return/' if (be were permitted, ib 
to do, which (he is not; but that on the 
other hand, ** no articles which (he can fepd-, 
ar« ;^mitted on fuch terms, as may efSbc«i 
.tually favour the confumptionypr evtr:^' coo- 
fe<|ueDtly on the principle eftabli(heG| by the 
Chamber in the refolution, ** no real 
•• equality is effedled/* 

The third refolution your committee have 
more fully con(idered*. They perceive the 
wines, brandies, oils, and vinegars of France, 
(obe indifputably '' produd:ions peculiar to 
their climate and foil,'* fo as to be generally 
efteemed fuperior to the fimilar produce of 
every other country. It follows, there^e^ 
that ** the advantages which will ^arife to 
France from the admiilion of thefe* articles 
Jiere agreeably to the tariff, will be durable 
tn^ permanent advantages, and muik alw^y^ 
xontmue to.operate in favour of Franceagainft 
Gi[^t Bntain/' It mufl: alfo be recollected^ 
th^t^iuQtil .Gre^t Britain (haU be p^fjB^f 
j^qualnted .with the ultimate iateof herlf»d^ 
withPqrfui^ and^^Spain^.(h^9^|l^ 

• .1 ^Vi^ 
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»nifi*-*li0\fr tniich the advantaged of thefe 
a»id^* to France, may 6r may not exceefi 
thfc airtountbf that bbori ^<rhich the' riegocia- 
*Gt 6f this couritry * nftay have intended to 
^ivtfr> cif of the advahtages which he may 
Bave- cemfented to take for ah equivalent; 
ttekheff' catt it be kn6wn, what facrifices of 
<mr dwft e'xports^ we may be compelled to 
make, l^y*^ confequence of Ihewing this 
fiivouf to Ftarice. ' Oh the other hand, your 
committee cannot but notice with regret, 
that no admiffion is given to the produce of 
ourfifheries, which, under the faith of .treaties 
mbre ancient than the convention of 1703, 
conftituted ib profitable a branch of our 
commerce to Portugal ; if we ratify any aft 
which that power may think a violation of 
that treaty, it is not to be expefted that (he 
will regard, on her part, her own prior en-* 
gagementft towards us. There is alfo one 
otlMT omiflion which your committee muft 
fioint out, the omiffion of a clafs of mahu^ 
ft<Aures formed froni a material'for which 
this ifland was pre-erhinently renowned 
frofA its firft difcoverv ; your committee 
4ilhtde to our manufaaures of tin, which 
has of late been worked up into fomanjr 
tiew (hape» by the invention of Englilh 
itrtificers. * This omiffion is the more re^ 
ihttkftbl?, becaufe unwrou^bt tin is one of 
ib(t^ aitidies admitted' from England ' into 

France, 
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France, even by the prohibjtory.edidk of July 
theiyth^ 1785. 

Your committee hope they (hall not be 
deemed to have digrefled from the purpofes 
of the enq\^iry» ^ntrufted to them, by thus 
remarking what is not in the treaty; lince 
they have thus fliewn how the principle re- 
folved by the chamber, might have been 
carried into execution. They will now pro- 
ceed, as they were direfted, to exaniine 
what is in the treaty. 

The only advantages which can be derived 
to Great Britain, muft arife from her •* pre- 
fent fuperiority in manufa^ures, which is 
variable and tranfient/* On looking over 
the tariff, your committee cannot difcovcr a 
iingle manufadiure, of which the raw nhate* 
rial is exclufively our own. To all our firft 
and fecond cloths, more or lefs Spanifh wool 
is indifpenfably requifite; and if alt any fila- 
ture time Spain Ihould prohibit the expor- 
tation of her wool to us, and allow it to 
France under the family compa<ft, which is 
eftablilhed by the prefent treaty, in fuper- 
ceffion of our two treaties of Paris in 1765 
and 1783 — all thefe branches of our great 
flaple muft be transferred to our rivals ; nor 
are the kinds of woollens, which are made 
of our own fleeces, of a quality not imitabie 
by the wool of other couutries. 

In r^gajrd to our cotton ao^ufaiftures^ we. 

are 
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ttfc dependant on foreign ftates for one half 
at leaft of the raw material confumed therein. 
For one eighth we depend on France herfelf, 
who is to be our competitor in her own 
markets ; and for as mUch more of the fineft 
fort, on Portugal. 

If thefe fupplies (hould be flopped, how- 
ever we may ftill be able to fatisfy our 
home demand, we ftiall certainly be inca- 
pacitated from pufhing any advantages which 
otherwife may be fuppofed to be opened to 
us by the prefent treaty. And here your 
Committee are fincerely grieved to add, 
what they have heard on credible authority, 
that France has lately laid a duty equal 
to 4d, per lb, on the exportation of her own 
cotton wool; and is, befideSi^ negociating 
with Portugal, to obtain an exclufive rigfit 
of purchaling all the cotton of the Brazils. ' 
As to our hardwares, your Committee find 
in a fummary of the evidence before the 
Lords on the Irifh propofitions (which was 
publifhed by the General Chamber) that the 
iron annually imported into Great Britain, 
ie no lefs than 55,000 tons, while only 
30,000 tons are faid to be made here. The 
duty on iron imported is 2I. i6s. i^^d. which 
appears to be abfolutely necefTary, ** becaufe 
*♦ it is with the utmofl difficulty we can 
•* keep pace with the Ruffian iron, and 
'•• therefore it is impoffible for us to. lower 

** our 
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** our price." In Fraii€e» your Cdcmaittte 
]etm that the importatiob duly into tht 
provinces of the Five Great Farmc. h to 
more than i^s. 6d. fterlixigper ton» including 
the ID five per cents: iron is fubje<5t alfio ia 
thefe Great Farais to a particular ibinp duty, 
&c« amounting to il. 5s. per ton more, 
which makes in all iL 17s. 6d. But thia 
ftamp duty is not levied in a great part of 
France » that is to fay, in all ^ the diftri^ 
dependent on the Parliaments of Aix, 
Bourdeaux, Renr^es, Benfan9on, and Douai, 
as well as within the Supreme Councils of 
Perpignan, Arras, Colmar, and Nancy 1 
this is a circumilance of confequence in 
fettling the countervailing duties in France, 
And your committee think it not improper 
here to remark, the danger of our lofing a 
condderable trade in anchors, which it 
appears we have with Portugal. 

Your committee think it unneceflary to 
reprefent at length, that hemp ajad flax, 
leather, wood for cabinet ware, copper, filk 
for the fabrick of gauzes, clays for porcelain 
and pottery, and the raw materials for glait, 
are not peculiar to this ifland. 

In refpe£t to coals, with which we are 
fuppofed to be peculiarly fuppliedi your 
comraittee ought not to omit th6 infbrma« 
tion delivered by one of our members at 
the lail General Meeting, *' That having 
:_ •• lately 
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^^^l^idkfkptkiixi France, helcnew tfecl* Wis 
•*?»a fine vein of coal in the neighboHrhobd^^ 
•• •«£ Bo*bgm/^ There are coals alfd, and 
irqir ' minss - ift various piai^ts of ' French " 

^ Flanders. To which your cortiraittfee muft 
add, that by the 7th alticle of the treaty ^ 
being' intitied to all the indulgencies of the 
moft fevoured nation, the French may 
demand the benefits of the 31ft Geo. II. c* 
15. and the 13 Geo. IIL c. 17. by which 
culm may be exported to Liflx)n at one 
fhiHing ta^aoths of a penny the chaldron. 

^ And for every ufe of the ftimace, though 
not of the forge, your committee have been 
toht. that culm is as ferviceable as coal of 
any other defcription. 

In none of thefe manufaAures are th6 
French intirely ignorant: and fome of them 
we ourfelves received from that country^ 
But your cpmmittee are affured, that they 
have labour certainly one half-cheaper ; and 
many of their moft induflrious provinces 
(particularly the whole of French Flanders) 
are very lightly taxed, not above twelve or 
thirteen fhillings per head on the average ; 
and fome of their manufadluring towns have 
peculiar and extenfive privileges ; and above 
all, they are exempted from the ** bad policy 
and deftruftive.efFeds of the excife laws,« 
which render a large capital neceffary for 
the manufadurer, greatly eahance the price 

V.OL. Ill* Z of 
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of finifticd goods to the conrumtt* ^*itKout 
producing an adequate remedy to the ftate ; 
and fubjedt the mamifafturer to the vexatious 
controul of revenue officers; who being 
at the fame time admitted into the fecrets 
of his bufinefs, a<ft as fpies upon jiU his 
operations, communicate his improvements, 
which have coft him great labour and 
expence, to others, perhaps to foreign rivals^ 
and thus effeftually check the exertions of 
genius and invention;'* The danger of 
divulging the operations of the Britifh 
liianufafturer to foreign rivals is infinitely 
increafed by the privilege given by the 
treaty to French fubjeds, who may now 
openly and avowedly commence iimilar 
manufadures in his very neighbourhood. 

There remains then only the advantages 
of capijal and (kill. Comparatively free 
from taxes as France is, ana low as is the 
price of her labour, confiderably lefs than 
the capital employed here^ will there fuffice 
for the fame operations. Nor is France in 
want of money, though her wealth has not 
hitherto been generally applied fo the pro- 
motion of her national induftry, from the 
prejudices of her nobility, who looked on 
r all.trades as dilhonourable; prejudices, how- 
ever, which are daily vaniflbing before the 
exkmples of the king and the princes of 
the blood, who are adlual partners in manti- 
fcttlories of various kinds. The 
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The pcincipal deficiency of France is 
tindoubtedly in fkill. But in this our UTals 
are niaking a rapid {irogrefs every hour; 
And here your committee ^cannot but refer 
the Chamber to their owh apprehenfions at s 
the time of the Irifti propoutions, ** from 
the vigorous efforts made by other European 
nations, both openly and lurreptitioufly, to 
tranfplant the Britiih manufa^ures into their 
refpeftive dominions,** which apprehenfions 
this Chamber is confcious, were chiefly 
excited by France. An evidence on the 
petition to the Lords, againfl emigration, 
ilated, '' that ten workmen in glafs had 
been feduced into France, four of them in 
the latter end of laft year ; and that fince 
thofe workmen had left us, the French had 
made a very confiderable progrefs in this 
manufacture at Seve:** And, ** another 
evidence, a currier and leather-cutter, flated, 
that feveral journeymen in that bufinefs 
had gone over to France, and that a great 
manufactory is carried on in Normandy/* 
As to cottons, a member of this committee 
affirmed to the Houfe of Commons^ that 
from the rivalihip of the French ^ his manu« 
faCture had fufFered very confiderably ; and 
that *' a refpeCtable friend of his had been 
offered his own terms, if he would fettle 
at Rouen, or in that neighboiurhood/* And 
the proficiency of the French in this branch, 
% 7t was 
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was confirmed by another refpedabLe gentle^ 
man, who being aflced whether the French 
had not tried to eilablifh the cotton manii- 
faifture in their country, replied/** That 
they ftot only had tried, but were increafing 
that maDufad:ure very faft/' The fame too 
was afferted by another refpedtabie member 
of this Chamber, who, in addition, produced 
to the Houfe a fpecimen of French manu^ 
failure. In the article of fine woollens it is 
notorious, that the French have long iince 
beaten us out of all the fouthern markets* 
They have aifo brought their coarfe woollens 
to very high perfedlion, and are daily im- 
proving their woq}, by amending their mode 
of managing their fhcep. They have a large 
manufa<^tory , of ^ofiery at Moulins, under 
Mr. Jacquefon, who traces his deicent from 
England. He works in all the Nottingham 
branches, and fays, that he has made many 
important improvements, which, about two 
months fince, he went to lay before the 
Minifler and the King at Fontainbleau* I 
And finally, in reference to. the iron trade, I 
your .committee beg leave to repeat the 
jnfontnation given by a member of this 
.committee, who aiferts, that there areieveral 
manufa^ories of iron eftablifhed in Burgundy* 

It is to our machines, preiTes, dyes, and 
jtook, that we- are indebted for prefent fupe- 
riori ty. ^* In proportion as thefe are ex« 

• 4 ported 
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ported and copied in foreign countries (faid 
a refpecftable member in his evidence before 
the Lords) in that proportion our exports 
of manufacflurfcd goods to thefe countries 
muft decreafe, and (as he afterwards adds) 
the ultimate ruin of many of the Britilli 
manufailures muft follow/' In their laft 
report your committee ftated certain doubts 
on this fubjed, which had been entered on ^ 
their books, but did not yet appear to have 
been fatisfied. They will now offer fom^ 
remarks on the fituation of the Britifli manu- 
fadurers, fuppofing that the fubfifting laws 
againft the emigration of our art! fans ^ and 
the exportation of our tools, fliall not bt 
formally repealed. 

By. the treaty a mode is opened, and now 
exprefsly to be legalifed, in which all our 
manufadturing (kill may be conveyed away. ' 
A French manufacturer on a fmall capitate 
fupplied by Government, may come hither 
with his workmen, fet up his trade, by 
^arge wages draw to him two or three of 
the beft workmen of this country, mix them 
with his own, till the latter have acquired 
all the manual practices and fecreta of tht 
former ; and if he cannot feduce our tnett 
to accompany him, he may at leaft icturA 
unmolefted with his own. 

The law againil aliens, it is true, has not 
for a long time been enforced, becaufe it 

would 
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would have bein bad policy to prevent the 
influx of real capital, and real induftry ; but 
it mighty and ybur committee cannot doubt 
but it would hzve been oCcafionally exerted, 
if any fuch ^ finifter practices had been 
attempted. By the prefent treaty, every 
check of every kind is totally removed. 

After this detail of fadls and reafonings, 
your committee have only to add, on this 
third Tefolution, that they do not find in the 
treaty, that which the Chamber unanimoufly 
refolved to be expedient ; there is no flipu- 
lation or provifion which, in the opinion of 
your committee, can fecure to our manufac* 
tures any perrpanent advantages. 

Refolutions^ February i^lJb, 1787. 

Refolved unanimoufly, I. That the Chamber 
^o with great fatisfadlion recoiled:, and moft 
cordially recognize and confirm, the firft 
principles upon which the General Chamber 
of Manufadlurers of Great Britain was 
originally fprmed, vizi ^* To watch over their 
interefts at large as one aggregate, and to 
be prepared to fiirnifh Government, if required, 
with fuch IMPABLTIAI- and true information^ 
fis they may, from time to time, ftand in 
need of, for the proteftion of the Commerce 
and Manufadlures of the Empire at 
LARGE ; for the want of which, or by 
' ' relying 
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relying upon the information given by inter ejled 
individuals^ the true intereft of the whole 
has been often unavoidably njiftaken.'* And 
are fully determined to be guided in their 
judgment upon the French Treaty, by the 
fame juft and liberal principles, 

II. That it having been authentically 
ftated by a member of this Chamber, that 
it had been urged in the Houfe of Commons 
on Monday laft, as an inevitable confequence 
of the prefent treaty, that the Britifh market 
muft be opened upon terms of a iimilar re-» 
ciprocity to the Irift trader, and manufacturer j 
and that no fatisfadlory anfwer having been 
given by the Minifter ; that the Chamber, 
perceiving the weight and importance of this 
eoniideration, apprehend from his filence^ 
that it is intended to renew the > Irilh 
Propofitions when the prefent treaty (hall 
be confirmed. 

III. That the Chamber have received and 
examined the ^report qf th^ir CQmmjttee, 
appointed to enquire how far the prefent 
treaty with Prance be conftruifled on fuch • 
principles as had been previoufly approve^ 
by the Chamber, on the iQth of f ebfu^ry, 
and do entirely admit til? fads, and concur in 
the reafoning advanced in it, fo far as it 
extends, 

IV. That the Chamber are more than eyer 
Cpny^nc^d, from. a refledtion on the impqrtantf 

fuggeftion§ 
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fuggeftions thrown out in the fad mpoit, e^ 
the indifpenfable neceffity which exiils fof 
deep con^deratipn, and all reafonabie delajf 
in this great fubjeiA) previous to a deci(ion 
that may prove efTentially injurious to all the 
commercial interefts of this country* 

V. That the Chamber are determined to 
pcrfevere in refpedful applications fo Parlia^ 
ment, whenever they fliall be necefiary, 
without being awed or repreffed by any 
farcafms thrown upon their proceedings, or 
jrefledions on their condu<fl» come they from 
what quarter they may. 

VI. That the thanks of the Chamber be 
given to Mn Alderman Newnham, for bis 
politenefs and attention in prefenting their 
petition to Parliament, and for the zeal and 
ability ihewn by him in the fupport of it. 

JOSIAH WEDGWOOD, Chairman, 



Proceedings of a General Meeting held March 
' 27, 1 787 ; Tho, Walker, Efq. in the Cbair. 

The conclufion of the report of the Committed 
on the refolutions of the loth. of February, 

: was examined and received. The following 
is a copy of it i—^ 

' THE enquiries of your committee under 
the fourth refolution, viz. [•^ That the duties 

wnd«r 
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tmdev which the manufidlures forming fuch 
balarice fhould be admitted, ought to be 
lower than the duties on the fame articles 
from all other foreign countries ; and fo low 
as efFedlually to favour their confumptiort^ 
even againft the home manufactures of the 
fame kind; otherwife the fair equality is 
perpetually liable to be deftroyed/*] naturally 
refolve themfelves into two points— whether 
by the tariff the Britifh manufaftures, from 
whence alone our gain is to arife, are fecured 
in poffeffion of the French market againft all 
other foreign competitors ; and whether they 
are fo fecured as always to enfure to us the 
fame advantages againft their own manu- 
factures of fimilar articles ? 

On the former of thefe points yout 
committee will content themfelves with 
examining the duties on the very firft article 
of the tariff, which can be imported into 
France from this country — the article of beer. 

Your committee find that from any othef 
foreign country but England, on entering the 
|>r(!)vinces of the Five Great Farms, beer only 
pays by the Paris ton of a 1 6 Englilh gallons 
*~4 liv. \(>s. 

On this duty there are lo five per cents.— ^ 
2 liv. %s. 

Faffing from the provinces of the aids 
to th« prQvinges exempted from the aids^ 
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and the rcverfe, it pays a fubvention ^utj 
of j^Iiv. IS. 

Ten 5 per cents, on this — % liv. 6d. 

Gauge duty on the fubvention duty—r* 
I liv. *js. 

Ten 5 per cents, on this — iy.6d. 
Total- — I ^ liv. 6s. 

In Englifli money the Paris ton pays 
jiltogether i2s. gd. 

If the beer is defigned for Lyons, or enters 
the kingdoqi of Languedoc or Provence; or 
if it paffes in whatever manner into Dauphine, 
it pays alfo the local duty of the Douane of 
Lyons at the rate of 15 fbls for every ance; 
(a meafure containing about one ninth of % 
ton) this makes per ton— 6 liv. i ^s. 

Two 5 per cents, on this — ly. 6d. 
Total~7 liv. Ss. 6d. 

Douane of Lyons per ton in Englifli money , 
r-6s. 2^d. 

If the beer paffes through Dauphine, it is 
alfo fubjecfl to the Douane o/^V^lfnfe of 12 fols 
the ance of three barrels, of which barrels 
there are eight to the ton, this makes by the 
ton— I liv. I zs. 

In Englifh money — ij*. 4^. 

Englijh Beer may be eftimated at rather 
more than is. per gallon, if we average thp 
•value of flrong beer, ale, and porter. A Paris 
Jon therefore will be worth fairly about ai6 
IbiUings, or /lo. i6j'. 

The 
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' The Value of the cafks is ftatfed 1?y ',the 
brewers in their evidence before the Privy 
Council on the Irifti iPropoiitions, to be about 
33t^' P^^ cent, fay ^"^ per cent, on which the 
ad valorem duty muft be paid, as well as on 
the liquor. The calks then will be an addition 
of about 70T. <)i. — ^^3. lOJ*. 9^. 

Or/ this added together will niake^i 4.6/.9^. 

And on this' fum the duty to be paid at 3^ 
per cent, will antount to 86x. and a fradtion^ 
or to £^. 6s. 

While foreign beer imported into France 
from any other country may pay only i is. g3. 

And at moft can only pay jTi . 7,d\^. 

It is demonftrable, therefore, from thefe 
calculations, which are taken from undoubted 
authorities, that the duties on Englilh beer 
entering France will exceed thofe on the 
beer ot any other country by three hundred 
per cent. And even this heavy difproportioa 
will be yet highly aggravated by the addition 
qf the CQuntefvailirig duties, which France 
has referved the right of laying : but which 
your committee have not fufficient information 
to eftimate with precifion. It is unneceffary to 
remark, that there is no natural caufe, why 
any foreign country fhould not be able to rival 
the breweries of England. 

An attention to brevity will not permit 
your committee to examine all the articles 
in the lame manner: they will, however, 

<i make 
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make fome (hort obfervations on one of twQ 
more^ 

Linens from Great Britain admitted info 
France pay the fame duties as Flemilh or 
Dutch linens now pay in England, that is by 
the ell IJ-. 3^/. ^r^oths. pnda fraftion ; or on 
the piece of 15 ells, i8x. td. They will 
alfo be fubje<fl to the duties on circulation, 
after they (hall once have reached their place 
of deftination, if they are then moved acrofs 
the boundaries of the Five Great Farms. 

Foreign linens in general on the piece of 
15 French ells pay only 5 li*^* Ten 5 per 
cents, on this — 4 liv. 

In Englifli money, altogether, \os. 

And Swifs linens pay only half this, or 5/^ 

Befides the latter ire exempted from all 
duties on circulation, this will efFed:ually 
exclude ' Britifti linens from France; and 
how far it will operate againft the ftaple 
manufaiilure of Ireland, your committee 
truft the manufa<Slurers of that kingdom will 
ferimjly confider— 

The fineft kind of earthen ware pays 
in France by the hundred weight — 20 liv. 

Ten 5 per cents, on this is — 10 iiv. 

In Engliih money altogether, for every 
hundred weight flerling — ^i. ^s. 
- The coarfe kind oi pottery pays an uniform 
duty, by the hundred weight, of — 2 liv. 10/, 

Ten 5 per cents, on this— ^i liv. 5/, 

Altogether inEnglifli money — 3i'. id^. 

Your 
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Your committee arc ibny that they iiad not 
an opportunity of learning from the Prelident 
what may be the amount of the ta per cent* 
ad valorem duty by the tariff on loolb. weight 
of the finer and coarfer forts of earthen ware 
and pottery. They have reafon, however, to 
believe, from fuch knowledge as they could 
coUeiSfc, that the difference of duties on the 
goods of foreign potters, when they enter 
France, nuift be fome hundreds per cent, 
to the difadvantage of this nation in all 
ornamental articles. 

On' the fecond point, whether we are 
fecured in the French market againfl . the 
French manufadlures j your committee will 
pnly obferve, that tbe reciprocal duties are fo 
high as to be virtual prohibitions, whenever 
there (hall be any thing like an equality of 
ikilL Our manufai^ures are liable alio, to 
be unequally burthened by various internal 
regulations, which your committee will more 
fully confider under the lixth refolution. 

The pofition of the fifth refolution, 
^* That our own home market oiight to be 
fecured by unequally high duties on thofe 
manufactures which form the balance on our 
fide,** is a principle palpably difregarded 
throughout, the treaty ; — 'fince, as your Com- 
mittee have before remarked, and as the 
mofl inattentive reader will perceive, all > the 
duties of the. tariff, except thpfe on the 

^ . ; produd:s 
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prodiidls of France^ are nicely r«cipfbca]« 
Thefe duties, however, will not a<ft as virtual 
prohibitions in our favour, in the fame decifive 
manner as. they will protedk the French 
manufacture, fuppofing the (kill of the two 
nations to be hereafter equal; becaufe the 
other advantages which our rivals would enjoy 
in the cheapnef$ of labour, and comparative 
immunity tirom taxes, and other circumflances 
before mentioned, would, in moft.cafes^ more 
than counterpoife the import duties of the 
tariff; in the leather trade efpecially, the 
excife duty on the dreiTed material has been 
computed to be equal to the ad valorem duty 
of 15 per cent. And this excife is not to be 
countervailed. Your committee, therefore, 
have no doubt, that from the gradual pro- 
ficiency of France in manufadluring flcillt 
•♦ It may, in a little time, happen that the 
advantages which were atfirft balanced againfl 
each other, may all (hi ft to one (ide/* 

Under the (ixth and la(t refolution, your 
committee have endeavoured to learn As 
^accurately as theiy could, what intfemal 
regulations (till remain in France ; partially 
favourable to their, own, and oppreffive 
to foreign manufacflures : for in our own 
country no fuch regulations do, or from the 
nature of our conftitution can exift. And 
here your committee proceeded with the 
more c2^ution; becaufe they have been in- 
7 foVmed 
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formed by one of their Members, that 
a perfon of very high authority publicly 
ifferted, on a recent occaiion, that no fuch 
regulations exift in France, more than in 
our own ifland. The minifter is reported 
to have faid, that the duties on circulation 
were in the nature of a toll, and were equally 
levied on • all iimilar goods of whatever 
origin, and the fame information was deli- 
vered to the committee by a member of the 
Chamber from the Lords of Trade. Your 
committee, therefore, think it their duty to 
reprefent on what authority they prefuhie to 
ftate the contrary; and that is, a French 
Book of Rates, called Recueil Alphabetique 
des> Droits de Traites^ publiflied at Avignon 
in 1786, and, as it is generally underftood 
in Paris, under fandlion of the Farmer's- 
General thenifel ves : A work from which 
your committee have derived confiderable 
affiftance, as to the French duties, which 
they have already had occafion to notice in 
this report. 

The firft partial regulation of this kind, 
refped:s the duties on goods returned to France 
from foreign countries to which they may 
have been exported, or from the eflPedlively 
foreign provinces of Alface, Lorraine, and 
the three bifhopricks as well as the free 
ports of Dunkirk, St. Jean de Luz, Bayonne, 
L'Orient and Marfeilles. That is to fay, 

on 
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on all ttielr own goods, whidi havt a Maik. 
diftinguilhing them to be of the nativmi 
fabricks, they exa(5t only a moderate duty 
of one pef cent, ad valorem, while all other* 
goods pay the full duties of thp refpedive 
tariffs, by which the different cuftom-houfes 
of France are regulated. 

With reTpedt to internal circulation^ the 
privileges of the feveral manufadtures^ and 
even of the feveral manufadures of the fame 
articles confiderably differ. Your committee 
cannot undertake to point them all out, 
becaufe they lie difperfed over three thick 
volumes of the French publication above 
nientioned; but they will ftate fuch, as they: 
think amply fufScient to excite the alarm, 
and jealoufy of the manufacturers of Great 
Britain. 

All cotton, plain, or woven with dyed yam» 
if of the national fabrick, circulate duty free 
throughout the realm. All cottons of foreign 
fabrick were entirely prohibited by the edi<jb 
of July the loth, 1785; that prohibition 
is now taken off as far as relates to England, 
and we are confequently to be on th^ footing 
of other nations before that ediiH:. Our 
cottons, therefore, muft be fubjedl to the 
duties on circulation^ eftablifhed before the 
lOth of July, 1785. 

Woollens at tlie Douanc of Valence^ ii of 

the 
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tbe natiohal fabrick, pay, by the loolb, 
Ifireight on\y-^2/iv. 6s. Sd. 

Where the fame articles of foreign manu* 
fadture pay — 6 /iv. 4s. 3^. 

Difference in favour of their oWn— 
3//!;. 1 7/. 7//. 

Or more than 150 per cent. 

Th^ fame diftinftipn too i$ mside at the 
Douane of Lyons in favour of their national 
ivoollensi and the manufa<flures of Sedan 
have the privilege of pafling to and from 
hyons duty free, or to any place in the 
realm. 

All linens of France (and even of Switzer- 
land) circulate freely all over France. After- 
having arrived at their firft (Jeftination, all 
linens, of Great Britain and Ireland cannot 
circulate without paying the full duties. 

. In like manner, gauzes of their own na- 
tional manufaftories have, by a decifion of 
council, been declared to be free of all duties 
on circulation; while our fabrics of this kind 
muft ' pay the full entries . 

Witn refpeft to the iron trade. — :The forges 
of Mr. Chauffade, which now belong to the • 
King, have peculiar privileges. All anchors 
and grappling irons from thofe forges circulate 
freely after paying the fmall duty .of id. per- 
looib. weight, and nails and hardware of all' 
kinds pay only the moderate duty of 4d; the 
lOolb. with 10 five per cents thereon. Kitchen 
VOL. mi A A titeniils 
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utenfils too of hammered iron from the forges 
and furnaces of Morlaix, Portt-fur-faulx, He- 
rouville, Pennemaire, and Coufance, in the 
diftritt of Bar, enjoy the privilege of paying 
only three fourths of the ftamps duty on iron, 
wherever that is due. On the other hand, 
our hardwares muft pay the full duties every 
time they pafs the Bureaux after their firft 
^try. 

Your committee muft alfo remark, that 
many manufaftories have their bar and pig 
iron, and their fteel, either duty free or at 
very moderate duties. 

It muft alfo be obferved, that many manu* 
faftures,. which have no advantages in reipe<ft 
oiinternal circulation are exported^ dutyfree 
to foreign countries, and to the effedlively fo- 
reign provinces and free ports of France^ 
while our goods 6f the fame fort, fent from 
any interior part of France, would pay 
heavy duties. 

Your committee find on your books, that 
being aflced by fome members of this Cham« 
ber, whether our trade with France was to be 
Hmited to certain ports, the Lords of the com- 
mittee of council replied, •* That fome limi-i^ 
tation would probably take place; but it 
would be rendered as convenient as pofS* 
ble.** A convention has fince been con- 
cluded X l3ut no mention whatever is made of 
this fubjedl.— -Your committee, therefore, 

muft 
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ftiiift acquaint the Chamber, that by the fub-. 
lifting laws of France, (and all laws refpeift- 
ing trade and navigation are to remain in full 
force, where they are not exprefsly abrogated 
by virtue of the prefent treaty,) two kinds 
of foreign manufaftures, namely, woollens 
and cottons, are to be imported only by Calais 
and St. Valery, whence they are to be fent to 
Paris, where they muft be infpefted before 
they can be forwarded to the place whither 

they may be addreffed. ^This limitation 

the committee apprehend, the French have a 
right to enforce, as it is neither done away 
by the treaty or the convention, and how 
burthenfome fuch a regulation muft be, your 
committee need not explain. 

Thefe inftances, which might be coofider- 
ably multiplied, if the very extenfive nature 
of the fubjeft would permit your committee 
to enter into it at large, are fufEcient to war- 
rant the affertion that internal regulations, do 
exiji in France, partially favourable to their 
own, and oppreffive to foreign manufaftures ; 
and confequently that no fair equality can 
exift. Your committee too muft add, that it 
is not only the prefent exiftenceof the duties, 
but the poflible augmentation of them in fu- 
ture, or the extenfion of immunity to their 
own fabricks, that appears truly formidable to 
the fuccefs of our competition under the pre- 
fent treaty. ' , 

A A a Sinpe 
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Since the time that the prefent report was 
begun, a folemn convention of perfons, illyf- 
trious by birth, or high in office, called the 
iJotables of France, has been called together 
at Paris, The objed; of this great national 
aflembly, is a reform of ancient abufes in the 
revenue fyftem of the country- Your com- 
mittee muft obferve, that we are not very 
accurately informed what has yet been done, 
or what is to be done by them. This only 
we know from official authority, that the 
T^///?upon induftrv has been already repealed ; 
the general T^/Z/f has been reduced one^tentbi 
and the ** fuppreflion of feveral duties 
prejudicial to induftry, or too liable to caufe 
vexations,** is yet further promifed. Nor 
can your committee think it out of place to 
infert here the recital, which Mr. Calonne 
makes, of the other meafures lately taken by 
the Moll Chriftian King for the protection, 
and extenfion of trade. 

*• He has fuppreffed (fays Mr. Calonne,) 
feveral duties detrimental to commerce, 
and the facrifice which he has thought proper 
to make of their produce, by favouring the 
exportation of our commodities, is become a 
new fource of wealth. 

** His Miijcjly has. created^ fupporttd and 

animated various branches of indujiry^ which 

.fit prefent Jtip^ly the kingdom with a great 

*. 7 number 
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mmbtn of articles y that were former lv 

IMPORTED FROM ABROAD. 

** Several eftablilhments of great confe- 
qiience have been added, and received fig- 
nal marks of a vigilant protection. ' Such, 
amongft others, are the iron works at Mount 
Cenis, the moft confiderable of- their kind 
that iexift} and that of the whale fifliery, 
which originated under the moft favourable 
aufpices, at the fame time, , that all the 
other fifheries of the kingdom are encouraged, 
and whilji they pro/per y are preparing for 

the MARINE, A NURSERY OF SEAMEN.** 

There are, however, fome points of re- 
form, to be fubmitted to the Notables, which 
may be thought to afFeft certain of the pre- 
ceding arguments of your committee ; name- 
ly, ** the projected arrangements in France, 
for the freedom of internal circulation^ the 
removal of the Cufiom-houfes to the fron- 
tiers ; and the eftablifhment of an uniform 
tariff,- combined with the interells qf 
commerce.'^ - 

But to this your committee have to an- 
fwer, that no reafoning relative to thefe 
points j can proceed on aiiy Aire ground, till 
ive know the precife extent of the reform; and 
we have no right to ex^edl from fuch a rival, 
any alterations more favourable than the fy f- 
temi which at prefentexifts. The uncertainty 
pf the new regulations which arc to be pro- 

pof«4 
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pofed feems to your committee to be an irre« 
fiftible motive, why the manufaii^urers of 
Great &itain ihould yet further think, be- 
fore they decide, and the legiflature paufe, 
before they cany into efFed: the pending 
treaty. As to the duties on circulation in 
particular i your committee cannot but re- 
mark, that the fame meafures, which ihail 
remove the inequalities flated above, muft 
alfo generally let the manufad:urers of the moft 
induftrious provinces of France, where labouf 
and living alfo are loweft, into the great mar« 
]cets of that kingdom, exonerated from d^ 
burthens under which they have hitherto 
iftruggled in their competition with foreigners, 
' Your committee cannot difmifs this enquiry 
without adding, that whatever inequality df 
duties may at prefent exift ^o the difadvan- 
tage of the Engliih manufacturer in his com- 
petition with the French, and with other 
foreign manufadurers in the markets of 
France; this inequality will yet be materially 
augmented in the Jhort /pace of four year^^ 
All the French duties in this report, (excepting 
the duties on Englilh goods under fhe tarifiyj 
are computed with ten five per cents, on the 
original fum ; \>\A,two of thele five per oents, 
or Meffuentb of the whole duties, as they 
are here calculated, will expire with the year 
i^^o. On the other fide, the duti^ of the 
tariff are •' fixed invariably'' for the duration 
ef the treaty. Thefe 
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Th^e h€ts and reafonings contain all th^t 
'yourooounittee have to offer itnder the heads 
refenred to them by the Chamber. Tb^y 
canoot, however, forbear to repeat, thatnaany 
very important confideratioos ariie froai tlwe 
wide entrance, which will be opeiijed by the 
treaty, lo many old, and fome new branches 
of clandefltne importation ; efpecially of filkt 
hofiery, ribbons, and other martufad'ures of 
the fame material. 

Your committee alfo beg leave to <;all tht 
ferious attention of the Chamber, .to a^ 
inteipretation of the treaty, which (as your 
committee are credibly told) was given to the 
Houfe of Commons by the minifter himfelf, 
namely, that the reciprocal duties of the 
tariff are to be the terms of commercial 
intercourfi; as well between France and 
Ireland, as between France and Great Britain. 
On the queilion of the Irifh Propofitions, 
it was the unanimous and fettled c^imc»i of 
the Manufadturers of Great Britain, that lOi 
i^tt c^xxu ai valorem (together with counter- 
vailing duties) would not be fufficient ttj 
protedt our home markets againft the manu* 
^diurers of Ireland ; how then are we to ftand 
the competition againfl them in the n)4rkets 
of )France, where the fimilar commodities 
of the two fifler kingdoms are to be equally 
burthened with the fame duties on importa^ 
, lionf nor muft it be forgotten that IreUnd, 

treating 
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treating France at this moment lik» other 
^latioQi^t will give little or nothing in return'; 
the equivalent to France can only be found 
in th6 opening of the Britilh market to the 
productions and induftry of her ancijent rival ; 
while Ireland bids fair to enjoy much the 
-greater part, if not all, of the emoluments 
to be gained in the French market ; nor is this 
the only danger which appears to threaten 
us foom this new explanation of the tariff— 
un explanation , which (we cannot but 
notice) was refufed by the- Privy Council to 
feveral members of this committee. It was 
fwom by the manufacturers before the Houfe 
of Lords in 1785; that in many cafes 15, 
ao, 30, nay 50 per cent, with countervailing 
duties, would not keep out the manufactures 
of Ireland; but under cover of the prefent 
treaty, Irifli goods may be eafily fmuggled 
into this country, as French commodities, 
at the duties of the tariff, with only the 
additional expence .of touching, and pro- 
curing the necelTary papers, at Dunkirk, or 
ibme other French port; and if this traffic 
be carried on in French veflels thefe can be 
little difficulty, and as little coft, in the 
practice of this fraud ; which at the fame 
time could not fuffer any very eflential check 
from any regulations which the legiilature 
may make in our fyftem of revenue* 

On thefe points your committee (hould not 

be 
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be iinwillipg to enter into fome detail ; bi^t 
tkey think thetnfelves not warranted by their 
inftrudtions fo to digrefs. * Should thpy be 
^lirefted by a general meeting, they would 
thearfuUy refume their enc^uiries. In the 
mean titne they muft take the liberty of 
repeating their recommendation of thefe 
fubje<ffcs to the anxious difcuflion of the 
Chamber, as they are indifpenfable to the 
proper underftanding of the prefent queftion, 
and yet more particularly indifpeniable tc^ 
ths juft prefer vation of that which it is 
hoped the Chamber will ever bejealoufly 
folicitous to guards their own confiftency and 
hpnour. 

THOMAS WALKER, Chairman. 

Refoliitions^ March 27, 1787. 

RESOLVED unanimoufly. That the vari- 
ous reports of the committee upon the 
fubjed of the French treaty, from the 
9th of February inclufive, be fent to the 
members of the Chamber. 

That every degree of additional informa- 
tion which can be obtained, fhall alfo be fent 
to the members, in order to enable them to 
form their judgments, calmly and delibe- 
rately, on the great queftion of the French 
treaty, previous to any decifion of this 
Chamber. 

THOMAS WALKER, Chairman. 

i:h(i 
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72^^ Yorkshire Question, e^rPETiTiOK^ 

c>r Address: (Being ajhoftandfair^ate 
of the Cafe^ upon the Principles^ the Views^ 
the Means ^ and the ObjeSis of bath Parties 
as confejfed by themfelves.) Moji earnejify 
andferioujly addrejfed to the cons{D£RA* 
TioN of the People of England, 
ajfembled in their feveral County^ Ci^% 
and other Meetings ^ 

JLn all public dii^ruflion, u{X)n public affairs^ 
it has been ufuai to guefs at the views and 
objedts of thofe who propofe any meafure^ 
and of thofe who oppofe it ; and to ftal« 
their intentions, as arguments for or againft. 
the meafure itfelf. It very feldom indeed 
happens, that either party acknowledge thejr 
intentions to be what their adverfary imputes 
to them. Hence much diflfiailty of judging 
between the competitors for public truft and 
confidence ari fes to the people, who are firft 
diverted from an examination of the meafure 
advifed, to the probable intentions of the 
advifer or oppofer, and then, a greater difii-^ 
tulty attends the fixing with certainty, what 
that intention is ; neither party, as has been 
remarked, confeffing the motive to be that^ 
which is fuggefted.by his opponent. 

Much benefit is expe'fted, and it i% hoped 

that much indeed will be derived, from 

6 . the 
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the petition of the county of York — from 
the efFe6l of the refolutions there entered 
into— »and from the watchful, prudent, and 
well-dire6led labours of the very refpe^able 
committee of that great county. This for 
the future,— [-4 copy of the Petition^ and thfi 
names of the Committee^ are annexed. '\ 

But a very great and difFufive good has 
already flowed from it. In that meeting, 
the contending parties have fairly ownefi 
their principles; avowed their intentions, 
and precifely marked their objed:s. All 
Gonjeiflure as to motives ; all .inference from 
the oftenfible end to the occult defign \ eyeiy 
argument from prefumeable or probable 
intention being thus done away — the parties 
come fairly with their meafures, and their 
mean^ before the people, now to be air<^n>bled 
in the ieveral towns, cities and counties of 
this kingdom; and thus, that people are 
enabled to judge with certainty, and to 
chufe for themielv^, without the leafl: dreavl 
of being deceived in the nature of the objedt* 
or the quality of the n^eans, by which that 
^ abje<^ i% to be obtained. 

At the Yorklhire 'meeting two opinions 
weregiven^— very different indeed; and two 
megfures propofed — abfolutely contradid:ory 
to each other. Each, however, had ib» 
advocates and fupporters.. All other than 
8* numerical comparifon of thefe fhall bfs 

here 
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here abftained from. That indeed was 
remarkable ; for one party was fo fttiall as 
r»ot to give their meafures and 'docflrines 
the fxipport or countenance of their own 
vote. The propoiitions of the other were 
carried without a diffenting voice. The firft 
of thefe call tkemfehes the King's Friends*. 
The other party was compofed of the 
tGENTLEMEN and Free-Holders of the 
county ; and each, by their fpojcefmen, 
clearly and diftinftly avowed their objeft, 
an4 recommended the means by which they 
propofed to attain it. Let thefe be ftated ; 
and let the Country Gentlemen, for 
this time, have the precedence. 

The Country Gentlemen, then, by 
the mouths of Mr. Wyvill, Mr. Pritcbard^ 
Mr. Hill^ Sir George Savile^ Mr. Stanhope^ 
Mr. Turner, and feveral others, reprefented 
the corrupt dependence of Parliament as the 
^ grand caufe of all our misfortunes; from 
which dependence and corruption, they 
infilled, flowed the moft improvident and 
]aviih grants of the money of the fubjeft, 
fqueesced from them by the moft oppreflive 
taxes; and charged the mifapplication, and 
profufe fquandering of that money, as owing 
to the negleft, or refufal of Parliament to 
examine, or, in any wife, controul the 
expenditure. They reprefented the unduo» 
already prodigious, and ftUl encrcafing influ- 
ence 
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fence of the Crown, as the grand corrupter of 
Parliament : they Hated the variety and 
magnitude of places and emoluments in its 
gift and difpofal, as the means employed 
for that corruption j and they charged, that 
the public money was laviftily applied to 
continue and forward the very corruption 
from which it flowed. Thefe were the evr'/s 
and their caufes as reprefented and alledged 
by theCou'NTRY Gentlemen. 

•To remedy thefe was their objeft. The 
means propofed by them to attain that objed: 

^ were, to bring , the influence of the Crown 
within fome reafonable bounds ; and, by 

\ removing fome of the moft apparent and 
obvious caufes of the corruption of Parlia- 
ment, to reftore that body to fuch a Hate 
of purity and health, as might enable it to 
difcharge its function ; and difpofe it to 
grant the money of the fubjed: with fome 
degree of caution ; and (o controul the 
expenditure with, at leaft, fome degree of 
care. 

Thus far the Country Gentlemen ; 
and to them Succeeded the— — JCing^s 
Friends. 

The KiNGS*6. Friends, then, by the 

mouth of Mr. Smelt, ^but here it may 

not be amifs to make thofe who are not yet 
informed, acquainted with Mr. Smelt ; his 
JitUiition and conneSiions. . 

.... ^ Mr.. 
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Mr. Smelt is a gentleman of the county <sf 
York of decent fortune, and of a family 
fufficiently reputable. In himfelf, in his 
private life, not only unexceptionable, but 
lefpedtable. About eight years fince, this 
gentleman was appointed Sub-Governor to 
the Prince of Wales, in which office he con- 
tinued fome years; during which time his 
Majefty paid him moft particular regard and 
attention. So highly was he in the royal 
favour, that, when the King difcharged Dr. 
Markham (now Archbilhop of York) and 
the late Lord Holdemeffe, together with an 
Oxford fcholar, whofe name does not occur, 
from the government and education of the 
Prince, he earneftly prefled Mr. Smelt to 
I remain. From what motive is not wefl 
known, but he declined the offer, and even 
jrefufed, though much preffed, to retain the 
falary. His Majefty's favour and approba- 
tion,' fo far from ceafing, has every day en- 
creafed. He has again been.callfed to the 
King's prefence, and there is not a man in the 
kingdom, who enjoys fo much of the appa^ 
rent confidence of the King at this day ; 
and certainly there is not a man of any rank 
or condition in the country, who was ever 
honoured with fo much of the private fociety, 
and familiar intercourfe with his Majefty, as 
Mr. Smelt is at this very time. This account 
of Mr. Smelt is intended to imprcfs on the 

people 
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people the great authority with which he 
fpoke; the certain i;7^^/^</^^ which he had , 
from longintercourfe of his Majefty's^r^^r/o^/ 
difpofitions^ and princely dejiresi and the 
habitudes of thinkings reafaning and toijhing^ 
in which he muft have been quit^ familiar at 
the Queen's Houfe, in which his Majefty 
refides, and where the King's friends nnuft of 
courfe refort and confult. 

From the bofom of thefe^ from the very 

interior of the King himfelf Mr. Si^elt iffues 
to the Yorkfliire meeting, and becomes the 
mouth of that party. 

Mr. Smelt then affirmed , that all our mis-« 
fortunes arofe from the, King's not having 
more power and injluence than he has. As a 
remedy, therefore, he recommended that the 
power and influence of the King fhoulcf be 
encreafed. The firfl, he plainly afferted; 
the fecond, he direftly recommended. The 
immediate benefits, which he expected 
from that increafe of power and influence, 
he did not flate in words equally precife^ 
But it was impoffible to mijiake him. To 
remove even every poiiible infinuation of 
unfair con{lru<5tion, the people of England 
are defired to attend to his words, which 
(hall be fairly quoted. The people will 
interpret for themfelyes. Thele are his 
words ; 

*• The pwoer of the crown is hy no means 

** exorbitant; 
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*• exorbitant} on the contrary ^ it yfzxA% greatfy 
•• to be increafedi the King's influence '\% too 
•* little I his hands want to hejlrengthenedi for 
•* he is ;2(?/^^/iftocurbthe licentioufnefs with 
** which he is every day talked of in every 
** company^ and every Jircet^ nor even to re- 
** ftrain the infertion of a newfpaper para^ 
•• graph. ^^ In a preceding part of his fpeech 
he faid — ** The ground of the petition feemed 
•* to be, to curb the infiuence of the crown, 
•' and ro prevent the Sovereign from difpqfing 
•* of the revenues granted to him by Parlia- 
•• ment/' — It is hardly neceflary to add, that 
he .ended by a moft earneft entreaty to the 
meeting to reje<fl the petition. For the fur- 
ther fatisfadtion of the reader, Mr. Smelt's 
fpeech is annexed, to this addrefs. 

After thefe exprcffions, thus fairly tranf* 
cribedfrom his fpeech, it cannot be unfair to 
obferve that — to lament #n inability to do 
any particular thing, is 'to affert that fuch 
particular thing (hould be done, were the 
power equal to its performance ; and that in 
no form of government whatfoever can any 
acflion be reftrained, but by the terror 9f the 
puniihnient annexed to its commiffion. Thefe 
remarks cannot be fo much as cavilled at j to 
den.y their truth, is impoflible. . 

Under the authority, then, of thefe remarks 
(without enquiring what company Mr. 
Smelt keeps, in which the King is conjlantly 

and 
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»nd licenikujly reviled) the immediate benefits 
which Mr. Smelt propofed from the defired 
increafe of the King^s power and influence, 

are- 

Firft, That his Majefty would regulate all 
•^* private^ friendly 2XiA convivial ioQiety at his 
•* pleafure ; and either reprefs the freedom of 
** converfation intirely, or punifh it, when it 
" tranfgrefled fuch limits as he may be pleafed 
•* to aflign it/' This is the unavoidable 
inference from Mr. Smelt's complaint, that 
the King is abufed in every company, and 
every ftreet, for want, as he aflerts, of 
ftifficient power and influence. It was ridi- 
culous to complain of want of power, if it 
was not intended to ufe the power when got, 
to remedy the evil ; and there is no poffible 
remedy for this evil, ** talking licentioufly of 
•* the King in every company," but by ufing 
the defirbd power for the regulation 01 private 
companies^ and fupprefling the freedom, or 
punifliing the maiAverttncxtso^ private y family^ 
friendly^ zxid convivial conwetfzt'ion. /Another 
advantage would arife, indifpenfably neceffary 
to the exercife <Sf this power, and infeparable 
from it, which it is odd that Mr. Smelt (hould 
pafs over in filence — ^the employment of 
SPIES 1 The neceflity of an whole hoft of 
thefe honourable officers is felf-evident. 
How otherwife is it poflible to bring the 
private difcourfe of families and friends into 
- V9L. iw. Bb judgment 
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judp;ment before the magiftrate, and topunifli 
thofe who have tranfgreffed ? Without the 
aid of fome fuch, even now^ how could Mr. 
Smelts know that the King was evilly fpoken 
of, in other companies than thofe which he 
he himfelf keeps; it. muft be through the 
niiniftry of fpies that Mr. Smelt has been 
able to allure us that the King is reviled in 
every company. 

Second benefit. *• That his Majefty wcruld 
•* prohibit all djfctiflion of public affairs, and 
*• political controverfy in prints even to the 
** infertionx>f 2l Jingle paragraph in a news-* 
*.* papery or punilh feverely thofe who (hall 

*• tranfgrefs.*' The fame reafoning which 

arofe from the firll benefit is applicable to this 
fecond ; as, without a licenfer of the prefs^ 
that is, without making it criminal by the 
King's authority, to publifh any thing in 
print, to copvey the Imalleft information; 
or lay any fad, or fubmit any reafoning to 
the people through the prefs^ without the 
King^s licence firjl had and obtained % and 
infliding heavy punifhments on thofe who 
prefumed to do otherwife i-— without this, it 
is impojjtble to devife any method by which 
the King fhall be enabled to fupprefs, or 
prevent thp infertion of fuch paragjTaphs as he 
may fliflike^'in a news-paper. 
. Third benefit- *• That, by fuch increase 
** of ppwer, the King would be. enabled to 

•* difpofe 
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^* difpofe oif the revenues, granted to him by 
* * Parliamf^nt , according to hjs will and pleafure^ 
*• without controul, and without account.*^ 
This is the obvious and unavoidable Xenfe of 
the fpeech I Mj. Smelt bitterly lafnented 
that the petition tended to defeat this power* 
Let the following expreflions taken from his 
fpeech be confidered, and not even a Ihadow 
of doubt can remain t " The petition tends» 
faid he, •* to prevent the Sovereign from 
•• difpofing of the revenues granted him by 
•* Parliament/* The petition neither afks ' 
nor implies any fuch thing. The King now 
has, and has always had, the difpofal of 
the revenue ; the bufinefs and duty of the 
Parliament was to take care that the Miniftets 
of the King did not divert it from the objedts 
to which they had defined it, and to punifh 
them for fuch malverfation when it hap- 
pened. - This the petition begs the Houfe of 
Commons to coniider again as their duty and 
bufinefs^ and to perform that duty. It afks 
this, and on that head, it. afks no more.^ 
Again, •* the petition tended to make the 
•f* King no longer z Judge of bis own benevo^ 
^* lence^ (with whofe money pray ?) but to ' 
•' conftitute parliament his guardians/* Surely 
Mr. Smelt muft have though^ the people 
of this country ftrangely altered, if hot ae- 
generated, when he hopes to alarm them into 
an oppofition to any meafure by telling. them, 

B B 2 that 
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that ** it tended to make the Parliament the 
King's Guardians." But, one more of 
Mr. Smelt's wifhes laid before them, the 
people will think for themfelves. Left the 
benevolence of the King (hould be jiinted^ 
when the guard ianfhip of the Parliament 
was ended ; — left his Majefty might not 
have his revenues large enough when entirely 
at bis tnm difpofal, Mr. Snfelt expreffed a 
ftrong defire *• that all war taxes and 
ESTABLISHMENTS fhould be kept to their 
full extent in times of peace." This indeed 
was not quite fo well received in Yorkftiire. 
The reft of the kingdom may perhaps like 
it better^ efpecially when they confider with 
WHOM Mr. Smelt is in the moft confidential 
intimacy. , , 

Here, then, O people of England, you 
Jhave both parties before you, in their own 
words, with their avowed intentions, with 
their acknowledged projed:si the ends they 
delire, and the means by which they propofe 
to attain thofe ends, openly profeffed. After 
>his, no freeholder, not one of the people, 
can be at a moment *s lofs to decide on the 
part he fhall take in the feveral county and 
other meetings, now or fliortly fo be called 
for the purpofe of prefenting fuch a petition 
as has been voted in Yorkftiire. A fliort 
recapitulation will remove all doubts. 

Whoever thinks that the power and infu^ 

ence 
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enee of the crown is too little^ and ought to 

be E!«JCREASEDj " 

Whoever wifhes that the King, fo encreafcd 
in power, (hoiild regulate dW private companies^ 
and punijh fuch converfation as he does not 
like i-r^ — ^ 

Whoever wifhes and defires that the liberty 
of the Press fhould be reftrained; a licenfer 
eftabliftied; all information to the people, in 
print, concerning national affairs, fupprejfed; 
and the inferting even ^Jingle paragraph in a 
nf ws-paper, without the King^s leave , feverely 
puniihed;- . ^r 

Whoever thinks that the Parliament ought 
to grant whatever nrioney the King a/ks, ancl 
wimes that the King ftiould difpofe of his 
people^s money fo granted^ according to his 
^ill and pleafure^ without controul and 
without account ; ^ 

All thofe, who thus think and v)ijh^ are 
defired to attend at their refpe<ftive county^ 
city or other meetings, and there, with the 
King's Friends and Mr. Smelt, fupport 
an addrefs to his Majefty for the attainment 
of fuch durable objects ; — .But 

Whoever thinks that the influence of the 
Crown is already too greats and employed 
to corrupt .the parliament ; . 

Whoever thinks that corrupting the par- 
liament with the m6?;;<?y of the people^ already 
granted^ a 'means to make that parliament 
gtant more ; ^ Who- 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



2*74 APPENDIX. 

Whoever wifjies to fee a ftop put to 
unmerited penfions; an abolition of ufelefs 
places, and a temperate reform of ^\\ ;*« — : 

Whoever wifties that parliament, made 
lefs corrupt, fliould grant the people^s money 
with caution and reluSiance^ and fee it accounted 
for with rigorous puniluality ; 

All men, \\\io thus think and wifli, will 
attend'at the county or other meetings ; and, 
with the Country Gentlemen, fupport 
a Petition of ihtfame kindzs that relolved 
pn in the Countv of York. 



^f>e Speech of Mr. Smelt, lately Su&x 
Gavernour to the Prince of fVales^ at the 
Torkjhire Meeting; carefully taken down 
at the time. 

JVIr. smelt requefted the indulgence 
of the meeting,! and their candid interpre- 
tation of arguments, which his want of (kill 
and experience might fail to arrange with 
judgment, or place in their proper point of 
view. He faid, that as the advertifemen^ 
to call the county together )vas iigned bj 
many refpedtable names, he came to York 
with ^ cpnfident hope, that their intfcntioi^ 
was to propofe fome meafures for the pro- 
fl^otion of the conunon caufe, and to unitQ 
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the minds of men in the hour of diftrefs ; 
but that he lamented to find, that, inftead 
of contributing to the fupport of government, 
the intention avowed was to divide its 
ftrength ; for that the ground of the petition 
feemed to be to curb the influence of the 
Crown, and to prevent the fovereign from 
difpofing of the revenues granted to him by 
Parliament; a meafure by which he appre- 
hended the lafeft pofterity might be fenfibly 
affecfled,' 

-He then defired to (hew his own confift-. 
ency, by a detail pf the^circumftances of his 
life, and related, that he had early engaged 
in, and after nineteen years' faithful fervice, 
retired from a profeflion, without accepting 
any 'reward, or "penfion, as an illnefs, not 
contracted in fervice, but which had grown 
up with him from his infancy, had occa-i 
^oned his defire to refign. 

He took occaiion here to refledl on th^ 
negledted ftatc of the navy, and weak con- 
dition of the works at Plymouth, when he 
was called on in his official charad;er, to 
infpedl them in the courfe of the lafl war. 
During his retirement, of which this city 
was the fcene, he affirmed that he had 
dedicated his time to the fludy of our con-< 
ilitufion, and other national objedsj that 
while in this fituation he received a call to 
1^ moft* important dyty, for the faithful 

though 
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inadequate difckarge of which, while in 
employment, he wai well pleafed to receive 
his wages; but that on the concluflon of his 
attendance up(^ the Princes, which he 
refigned from a fenfe of his own ability, he 
had declined the offer of an annuity for the 
remainder of his life; that he therefore once 
tnore retired to his own natural and humble 
iituation, whence he was again drawn by 
the commands of his moft gmcious matter; 
that whether the ftipend he had from that 
time enjoyed was to be conftrued into a 
penfion he could not tell, and was now even 
indifferent, for that from this moment he 
refigned it; ** and now,*' faid he, *• I an^ 
an independent man.** 

He then reprobated the petition to the 
Houfe of Commons, as it tended to make 
the King no longer the judge of his own 
benevolence, but to conflitute Parliament his 
guardians ; and declared it even illegal for 
one branch of the conflitution to interfere 
with the operations of another. He affirmed 
that the power of the Crown wjts by no 
means exorbitant; that, on the contrary, it 
required to be greatly increafed: that the 
King's influence was too little, and that his 
hands wanted to be ftrengthened ; for that he 
is not able to curb the licentioufnefs /with 
which he is every day talked of in every 
company and in every flreet, nor ^ven to 

reflrain 
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reftrain the infertion of a news-paper para-f 
graph, while the prefent meafure tended to 
anarchy and confufion, and to fnatcji away 
that facred veil which the^confti'tution had 
wifely drawn round the Crown, and which 
only the greateft occafion fhould remove 
from before the fplendour of Majefly. That 
fuch was the delicacy of the legiflature, at 
the time of the Revolution, that the word 
Abdication was a work of three days* delibe- 
ration^ their objedl being to maintain the 
. immortality of the Royal Perfon, a perfon 
upon which the law had beftowed not only 
an exemption from death, but from error; 
that in this maxim, ** the King can do no 
wrong,** the only fafeguard of the people is 
contained, and that from his protedlion alone* 
their liberty is to be derived ; he therefore 
recommended it to thofe who were in pur- 
suit of liberty, that they (hould implore the 
protecftion of the King, as by protection and 
fecurity liberty was to be underftood. 

He now entered on the comparative merits 
of the prefent adminiftration, and thofe who 
condudled the affairs of the nation on Whig 
principles, and hence again deduced the 
property of giving greater power to the 
crown. He, averred that, in the days of 
Whiggifm, the minifter, diftindl from the 
crown, formed a fourth branch of legiflature, 
which had abforbed withi^ itfelf the power 

and 
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,and office of the crown, and that leaving 
de jure royalty to be poiTefTed by the Royal 
Perfon, the party of the minifter aflbmed 
and exefcifed the pffice of King de faSo. 
The nvrow principles of felf, a^uated the 
meafures and purfuits pf Whigs: hence ,the 
complaints of our brethren in Ireland have 
been fomented, and hence the rebellion in 
America grew to fo ftupendoys a height, that 
it was irrefiftible almoft at the firfl. Lord 
Chatham, he granted, was formed to glare 
a meteor in aftorm, but by no means to 
conduA finances in thef time of peace i and 
declared that the prefent increafe of debt 
arifes fron> that want of forefight, which^ 
in peace, never looks forward towards the 
exigencies of war; adding, that one of the 
greateft misfortune? of this country is, thaf 
no minifter is found fufficiently firm to keep 
up the taxes on the return of peace to the 
greateft height of a war eftablifhment : [Here 
the whole meeting exprejj'ed the utmojl difap^ 
frobatkn^ for if that were done, proviiion 
might be made againft the day of danger, 
?ind w© (hould not, in the hour of preffing 
neceffity, be obliged to purchafe every requi- 
fite article at the moft exorbitant prices : and 
here recurring to the crimination of Whig- 
gifm, he affirmed^ that, if the laft war had 
broke out two years after, we (hould not 
have had a fleet fit for fervice, 

. He 
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He then dire<flly undertook fo exculpat^ 
(jrov'empient from t^ie- charge of having 
occaiioned the calamities complained of, anft 
transferred the blame to the people, whom 
he called the flaves of felfifhnefs, which* 
defcended even to the eleftion of coroners ; 
to them alone he afcribed the diforders of 
the country. He denied the exiftence ^f 
one patriot. After admitting, the poffibli? 
truth of liord Orford*s affertion, that all 
men }iad their prices, he affirmed that if 
there be a patriot in this country, he is now 
upon the throne: ** The King is not only 
the greateft and the beft, but he was forfy 
to fay, he believed him to be the only 
patriot in this country."' He called to' 
recolledlion a former meeting of the county of 
York, and lamented that the affembly prefent 
could blow both hot and cold in that roonx^ 
for that nine years ago they , confidered the 
King as worthy of their reiped: ; they then 
called on him tp diflblve the Parliament, 
for excluding a man, whofe private character 
none would be fo bold as to vindicate j 
whereas, on the prefent occafion. Parliament 
is to be called on to reftrain the King; he 
tH^refore befought the meeting, by every 
obligation that could influence the lover of 
}ns country, from every principle of public 
find private intereft-, from the loyalty and 
affedion due to the moft gracious prince, 

engaged 
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engaged in a war the moft juft that ever wa« 
entered into, to reje<?l the petition, and to 
feek for the redrefs of our calamities froni 
means in our own power to carry into efFeft. 
Let reformation begin with the body' of the 
people. The principles of eleftors were 
corrupt : let them return to virtue, and let 
them choofe for reprefentatives difcreet and 
difpaffionate men ; fuch men as are rtconi- 
mended to their choice by the writ of 
ple(ftion. The only ground on which the 
petition could pretend to propriety, he faid, 
was an opinion that the King is the fervant 
of the people; and, now returning to the 
royal attributes, added, that it is a narrow, 
a little, and a mean idea : he is not the 
fervant of the people, he is their fqul ; he 
is the foul of the conftitution : from him 
and him alone, the conftitution derives its 
energy ; from him alone the operations of 
the ilate derive their efficacy : he is the life, 
the foul, the very exiftence of the confti- 
tution. And here, recommending once more 
the rejedion of the petition, he profeffed 
his readinefs. to join in an addrefs to^ the 
throne, expreffive of loyalty, confidence, 
contribution of ftrength, and co-operation, 
&c. &c. 
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Tork^ Decemher 30, 1779* 
* At a very numerous and fefpedable 
meeting, of the firft perfons of confideration 
and property in this county^ held here 
this day, the following petition and refolu- 
tions were un^nimoufly agreed to: 

To the Honourable the Commons of Great 

Britain in Parliament ajfembled: 
The Petition of the Gentlemen^ Clergy^ and 

Freeholders of the County oJTork^ 
Shewetb^ 

JL HAT this nation hath been engaged for 
feveral years in a moft expenfive and unfor- 
tunate war; that many of our valuable colo- 
nies, having a<5lually declared themfclves 
independent, have formed a fb:i(3: confede- 
racy with France and Spain, the dangerous 
and inveterate enemies of Great Britain ; that 
the confequence of thofe combined misfor- 
tunes had been a large addition to the national 
debt, a heavy accumulation of taxes, a rapid 
decline of the trade, manufactures, and land- 
rents of the kingdom. 

Alarmed at the diminiflied refources and 
growing burthens of this country, and con- 
vinced that rigid frugality is now indifpenfably 
neceffary in every department * of the State, 
your petitioners oblerve with grief, that 
notwithflanding the calamities and inipo- 

6 verifhed 
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Teriflied condition of the nation, much public^ 
money has been improvidently fquandered^ 
and that many inaividuals enjoy finecure 
fjlaces, efficient places with exorbitant emo- 
luments, and penfions unmerited by public 
fervice, to a large and ftill encreafing amount ; 
whence the Crown has acquired a great 
unconftitutional influence, which, if not 
checked, may foon prove fatal to the liberties 
of this country. 

Your petitioners conceiving that the true 
end of every legitimate government is not the 
emolument of any individual , but the wel- 
fare pf the commmunity; and confidering that 
by the conftitution of this realm, the national 
purfe is intmfted in a peculiar manner to the 
cuftodyof this Honourable Houfe; beg leave 
further to reprefent that until eflfedual 
meafures be taken to redrefs the opprcffive 
grievances herein ftated, the grant of an 
additional fum of public money, beyond the 
produce of the prefent taxes, will be injuri- 
ous to the rights and property of the people, 
' and derogatory from the honour and dignity 
of Parliament. 

Your petitioners therefore, appealing to 
the juftice of this Honourable Houfe, do 
moft eameftly requeft, that before any new 
burthens are laid upon this country, efi^dtual 
meafures may be taken by this Houfe to en-^ 
^uire into and corre^ the grofs abufes in the 

expenditure. 
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feKpenditure of' public money; to reduce all 
exorbitant emoluments ; to refcind and 
abolifli all (inecure places and unmerited pen- 
(ions ; and to appropriate the produce to the 
neceflities of the State in fuch manner asr to 
the wifdom of Parliament (hall feenrt meet. 
And your petitioners (hall ever pray, &c* 

After which the following refolutions weri 
propofed, and alfo unanimoufly . agreed to, 
viz. 

ift, Refolved, that the petition now read 
to this meeting, addreflfed to the Hdufeof 
Commons , and requefting that before any new 
burthens be laid upon the country, effectual 
tneAfures may be taken by that Houfe to 
enquire into and correcft the grofs abufes in 
the expenditure of public money : to reduce 
all exorbitant emoluments; to refcind and 
abolifh all (inecure places and unmerited 
pen(ions ; and to appropriate the produce to 
the nece(fities of the State, is approved by 
the meeting. 

ad. Refolved, that i committee of (ixty- 
one gentlemen be appointed to carry on the 
neceffary correfpondence for efFedlually pro-* 
moting the objed: of the petition^ and to 
prepare a plan of an alTociation on legal and 
conftitutional grounds, tofupport the laudable 
. reform, arfd fuch other meafures as mt^y^ 
conduce to reftore the freedom of Parliament. 

The 
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The following gentlemen compofed tlie 
Committee: 

Sir. G. Armitaige, Mr. Chaloner, Sir R« 
Hildyard, Mr. Morrit, Rev. Mr. Zouch« 
Sir. J. NorclifFe, Mr, Strickland of Boynton, 
Dean of Ripon, Mr. J. S. Smith, Mr. P, 
Milnes, Mr. Croft, Mr. Bell, Rev. Mr. 
Wyvil, Mr. Hill, Gen. Hale, Mr. Smith of 
Heath, Rev. Mr. Mafon, Mr. Tooker, Mr. 
H. Duncombe, Mr. H. Thompfon, Mr* 
Croft, jun. Mr. Duncombe, Mr. Dalton, 
Mr. Strickland of Beverley, Sir William 
Milner, Mr. Hawkfworth, Mr. Withers, 
Rev. Mr. Robinfon, Mr. Foljambe, Major 
Ferrand, Mr. Farrer, Mr. James Milnes, 
Mr. Law, Mr. Edmunds, Mr. Wilfon, Mr. 
Jackfon, Rev. F. Dodfworth, Mr. Cradock, 
Mr. Carver, Rev. Mr. Michell, Sir Watts 
Horton, Mr. C. St. Quintin, Dr. Dring, 
Rev. J. Robinfon, Mr. P. Wentworth, Mr. 
S. A. Ward, Rev. Mr. Cayley, Dean of 
York, Rev. Mr. Bourn, Rev. Mr. Comber, 
Mr. Marriott, Mr. G. Elfley, Mr. Pool, 
Alderman Carr, Mr. Barlow, Mr. Thornton, 
Rev. Mr. Dealtiy, jun. Mr. F. Smyth, Rev. 
Mr. Eyre, Mr. Baynes, jun. Mr. Garforth, 
and Mr. Hildyard. 

The above meeting was the moft numerous 
and refpedlable ever known upon any occa- 
fion, finco the Revolution. 

Cafe 

Digitized byVjOOQlC 



Appendix* 385 

Cq/e of LOKD lioLLANft* 

t!opy of ^ Letter from Lord Holland to tie 
Lord Mayor (Samuel Turner) of London, 
with his Lordjhip^s Anfwer thereto^ 

To the Right Konoiirable the L^rd Mayor^ 

MY LOS.D, 

iN a petition prefented by ydur Lordfhip it 
is mentioned as a grievance — Injlead ofpunijh- 
ing^ conferring honours on a Pay^majler^ the 
puhlic defaulter of unaccounted millions. I 
am told that I am the pay-mafter here cen- 
Tured: .May I beg to know of your Lordfhip 
if jt is fo? If it is, I am fure Mr, Beckford 
muft have been againft it, becaufe he knows, 
and could have (hewn your Lordlhip iri wri- 
ting, the utter falfehood of what is there in* 
finuated. 

\ have not the honouf to know your 
Lordlhip, fo I cannot tell what you may- 
have heard to induce you to carry to our So- 
vereign a complaint of fo atrocious a nature. 

Your Lordftiip by your fpecch made to 
the King at delivering the petition, has 
adopted the contents of it; and I don^t know 
of whom to enquire but of your Lordlhip 
concerning this injury done to an innocent 
man, who am by this means (if I am the 

VQt, UK Cc perfoQ 
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perfon meant) himgoyt as anobje<ft of public 
hatred and refentmenl. 

You have too much honour and juftice not 
to tell me whether I am the perfoa nrieam, 
and if I am, the grounds upon which I am 
thus charged, that I may vindicate myfelf, 
• which truth will enable mc to do to, the con- 
, viiflion of the bittereft enemy ; and therefore 
r may boldly fay, to your Lord(hip*s entire 
fatisfadtion^ whom I certainly have never 
4)fFended» 

I am, with the greateft refpedl^ ^ 
Mv Lord, 
Your Lordlhip's moft obedient. 

And moil humble fervant, 
Holfand^Houfe, Kenftngtan, HOLLAND. 
Jufy^^ 1769. 

The Lord Mayor^s Anfmer. 

The Lord Maeyor prefents his cempli- 
mems to Lord Holland, and m ^mfwer to 
the honour of his Lordfliip's letter delivered 
to him by Mr. Selwyn, he begs leave to fay 
that he had no coiicem in drawing up d^ 
petition from the Livery of London to hts 
Majefly ; that he looks on himfelf only as 
the carrier, togetber with other gentlemen 
chtrged by the Livery with the delivery of 
it; that he does not, nor ever did, fadd 
himfelf accountable for (he contents of it« 
and is a ftrangcr to the nature o£ the fup* 
pofed charge, againft his Lordfhip. 

Manfinfi^Houfej^July \0^ 1769. ftim 
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' PnrA the Gazetteer, July 17, 1769. 

IfV haife authority ta give the fuhlk the 
. follaming authentic copy of a letter ^ received 
yefierday by a hivefyman of London :— — 

** DEAR SIR, iFqnthill^ July 15,. ^7^9* 

J. AM as much furprized as you feern ta 
be, at feeing my name, and papers in rhy 
pofleffion, appealed to by a Noble Lord. 
Vou and my friends in the city think it 
incumbent on me to vindicate (as they are 
pleafed to exprefs themfelves) my honour 
and charadter, which is called m queftion.— 
The ooly proper fatisfaftiou in my power to 
give you, and my other friends, is, to relate 
plain matters of fadl, to the beft pf my 
recoUeftioA. 

" In the laft feffions of Parliament, on a 
queflion of revenue, (as far as my memory 
tefvesji) I did declare to the Hou(e, that the 
public revenue had been fquandered away, 
and that the money of the nation had not 
been regularly audited and accounted for; 
that in the department of the Pay-Office, I had 
been informed, there were upwards of forty 
millions not properly accounted fgr. That 
the Officers of the King's Exchequer were 
bound in duty to fee juftice done to the publiij* 
That procefs had inued out of the Court of 
Exchequer, and that all proceedings for a 
c c.a certain 
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certain time, had been fufpended by the 
King*s fign mlnuai. I then did declare that 
it w^ an high oiTence for any minifter to 
advife the King to flop the courfe of public 
jufticc, without ailigning 2^ very good reafon 
for fuch his advice. — I defired the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, and the Lords of the 
Treafury, who fat oppoiite to me, to fet me 
right if my information was not well founded; 
but not a fingle word was uttered in anfwer^ 
by any of the gentlemen in adminiftration. 

** After fomc days had elapfed^ I met my 
friend Mr. Woodhoufe in Weftminfter^hall ^ 
he told me, I had been miiinformed as to 
what I ^ had mentioned in the Houfe of 
Commons ; and that, if I would give him 
leave, he would fend me a paper from a 
Noble Lord, which would convince mebf my 
miftake. — The paper alluded to is in London, 
I^ therefore, cannot fpeak of the contents 
with accuracy and precifion ; but this I 
recoUedt, that tbe perufal of the papers did 
nol convince me, that all Lhad heard was falfe. 
It was a private paper, and I do not recoiled 
having Ihewn it to more than a fingle perfon. 
I have no doubt Mr. Woodhoufe has a copy 
of the paper by him, and hope he will fubmit 
the contents to the judgment of the public, io 
vindication of an innocent rrtan. 

•• I am, dear Sir, your ever faithful 
•' And affedionate humble fervant^ 
*• WILL. BECKFORD.*' 

From 
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_ Trom the fame, July K^^ ^1^9' 

IVlUCH having been faid upon the fubjeft 
of a Paymafter's accounts, iris fit that niatter 
fhould be underftood; and the public may- 
be affured that the following detail is true. 

When there is an account to be taken of 
any debt or debts due to the Crown, a writ 
o{ Dijiringas ad Computandum iffues, ex officio^ 
out of the Court of Exchequer. In obedience 
to thris procefy, the Sheriff, where there is a 
liquidated balance, returns a (hilling in the 
pound; but, where there is no liquidated 
balance, the Sheriff returns what are called 
IJJues^ generally, and thefe iffues are more 
or lefs, according to the quantum of the debt 
or demand. To coijne now to the cafe of a 
late Paymafter • A Dijlringas ad Computandum 
was iffued aga.inft him, directed tothe Sheriffs 
of London. There being no account fettled » 
or balance liquidated, the Sheriffs could only 
return IJfues^ and they returned againil the 
fame Pay mailer, iffues to the amount of 
joool. Thefe iffues were, in the regulw 
courfe, carried, by the proper officer, from 
the Exchequer into the P/pe^office^ 

A warrant afterwards came from the 
Treafury to flop thefe iffues. The iffues 
were taken back from the Pipe-ofli^e* 

To 
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^ORD HOLLAND feeing in your pstper a 
Ifetter froth Mf . Beckford to a Liveryman, of 
July £5, 1769^ axKl Mr. Woodhoufe being at 
Spa in Germany, .fends you ail authentic 
copy of the paper, which he fent by Mr. 
Woodhoufe to Mr. Beckfbrd : he hopes the 
pferufal of it will convince the reader that alj 
Is falfe that can be imputed any crime to 
Lord Holland. ^ 

Tht reader will fee, that fome of Lord 
HoUa?nd*s accounts were then before the 
mditor ; aind *here ^re two years* accounts 
fihcfe lodgfed there. 

He will fee that Lord Holland^s accounts 
(voluminous and difficult beyond example) 
have not been kept back from inclination, but 
neceflity; and not longer than thofe of his 
predeceffors. 

He will fee (and is delired to obferve 
pwtioularly) that favings, fo far from re-r 
maining all itt Lord Holland's hands, had 
been ^iven in, and voted in aid of the public 
fervice, to the amount of 910,541!. and 
43^5331* 193. 7d. (upon fome regimental and 
aiber accoimts, being adjufted this laft winter) 
have been finqe paid and Voted. 

He 
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He will read in it, that Lord Holland 
dciited to be fhcwn how he could proceed 
fafter than he did. If nobody has ihewn, or 
can fliew how that might have been, or may 
Ue done, does he deferve either punifliment 
or cenfure ? And had he not a right to think 
himfelf fure that Mr. Beckford muft have 
been againft the article in the petition relating 
to him, becaufe Mr. Bedford inew^ cuidcaidi 
have Jhewn the' Jjord Mayar in writirig^ the 
utter falfebood of what is there irifinuattd. 

Lord Holland prints the memorial examined 
by the Treafury, and the (ign manual k 
obtained ; flopping procefs (not accounts) 
for iix nr^onths, whicn neither Si\A^ nor could 
fuf^nd or delay the Paymafter's acrou^ts aa 
hour. 

HOLLAND. 



Obfervations on 'the Accounts of the Pay- 
mailer General^ 

Why were Lord Holland's Accounts as 
Paymafter General, y2?r the years 1757, 1758, 
and 1759, not delivered 10 the Auditors, before 
the year i'j6S} 

Anfwer. 
The Paymafter General's officers being 
beft acquainted with army accounts, are 
employed in making up the account of the 

preceding 
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jireceding Paymafter. The accoimteof dni 
Earls or Chatham, Darlington, and Kia- 
noul, and Mr. Potter, were made up by 
them, and regularly, and in due coutfe 
delivered to the auditors. 

Great as the army and its expences w^e, 
dui;ing the laft war, beyond all former 
example, difperfed in all quarters of the 
world; and difficult, as it evidently mxift 
have been, to keep the accounts in any 
tolerable order; it will be found upon 
examination, that the accounts of Lord 
Holland, as Paymafter General, are not 
further back than thofe of his predeceflbrs, 
and that his Lord (hip's accounts are not kept 
back, as has been fuggefted, frorti indiiiation, 
but neceflity. 

^ The late Mr. Winnington's accounts, for 
two years and a half, from DecemWr 1743* 
tQ the 14th of June 1746, were declared the 
1 5th of May 1 76Q. The Earl of Chatham'^ 
accounts, for nine years and a half, from 
the 25th of June 1746 to the 24th of 
Pecember 1755, ve not yet declared. The 
Earls of Darlington ancf Kinnoul, for the 
year 1756, and Earl of Kinnours and Mr. 
Potter's, for fix months, to the 24th of June 
1757, are now before the auditors; The 
Jiccoiints of Lord. Holland, for the yeari 
1757, 1758, and 1759; likewife the accounts 
pi his deputies, attending the army ia Ger^ 

many I 
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many, from the cohimencemertt to the end of 
the kte war, are alfo before the auditors for 
their examination j and his Lord(hip's account 
for the year 1760, is almoft ready to be 
delivered to them • 

From the nature and extenfion of army 
accounts, it is moft evident, to thofe that are 
beft acquainted with them, that it is tedious 
and difficult to bring even regimental 
accounts to a final adjuflment; other parts 
of the accounts are more fo. Lord Holland 
in the courfe of the years 1759, 1760, 1761, 
1762, 1763* and 1764, has paid to regiments 
9nd independent companies, 320,3911. ^s. 
I id.; whofe accounts are at this time, unad- 
jufl^d, for want of proper authorities; and 
till thofe authorities are obtained, the auditor 
will nqt allow one fhilling of faid fum, in, 
his Lx)rdfhip's accounts: to obtain thofe 
authorities, his Lordfhip has often repeated 
his folicitations. 

fFJbaf is the Balance of^ Cajh in hord 
liolland*s bands f 

Anfwer. 
The meaning of this queflion can bejio 
other than. What are the favings in Lord 
Holland's hands? Or, iii other words, How 
much has the expence, in any cafe, fallea 
(hoyt of the fum voted ? 

4 .As 
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As to the favings: — ^So far as the pay- 
-cffice has been able to flate the army accounts, 
they have been given into parliament. 

From lervices that have fallen fliort of the 
fums yoted; and ibr monies paid in by the 
army accomptants, Lord Holland dire<5l:ed 
Accounts to be made up and laid before thfe 
Houfe of Commons; and accordingly (out 
of thefe favings in Lord Holland's hands) 
parliament from time to time availed itfelf of 
the following fums, viz. 

/. J. d. 
Voted in aid of extraordi- 

Tiaries. to Dec. 24, 1763, 239,966 i 4 
Voted in the year 1764, in 

aid of German claims 170,906 z 5 
Voted in the year 1765, in 
> aid of ditto fervice, - 251,740 a 7 
Voted in the year 1766, in 
• aid of extra ferviqes, - 60,638 2 lO 
Voted in the year 1767, in 

jiid of extraordinaries, and 

other fervices - - 171,571 13 3 
Voted in the year 1768, in 

aidof fupply - - 15,712 15 7 

^.910,534 18 3 

■■'«■■» II I ■ 1^ 

His Lordfhip coulJ by no other means 
afcertain and give into parliament the fa*vings 
on the votes for the army, but by the final 

adjuftment 
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adjuftmejit of army accounts; what further 
favings may be, is very uncertain^ as they 
cannot be known before the fervices are ^ 
abfolutely determined andclofed. 

His liordftiip is very forfy to fay it> That 
in the years 4759, 1769, 1761, 176a, 1763, 
and 1764, there are not lefs than fifty-fix 
regiments and companies, now Handing 
open and unadjufted, for want of authorities jj 
and in his ledgers there are accounts to ^ 
m^ch greater e^^tent, as the pay of ftafiT-* 
officers, &c. &c. 

It may be feen here, that though Mr. 
Winnington died in April 1746, and his 
executor, Mr. Ingram, ufed all poffible in- 
duftry to clofe his accounts, they could not 
be clofed till 1760; fourteen years. The 
Earl of Chatham went out in December 
1755; yet his accounts were not clofed till 
1768 ; thirteen years. The Earl of Kinnoul's 
are not clof<?d yet, and he has been put of 
bffice eleyen years. Lord Holland Has been 
out three years and a h^lf; Where is the won- 
der his are not clofed ? 

If thofe who complain, will fiaew Lord 
Holland how he can proceed fafte? than he 
does, he will be very much obliged to them. 
Let it be obferved, that he has before the 
auditors, already, accounts for more years than 
Mr. Winnington or Lor4 Kinnoul had to 
account for* 

MSMORXAI, 
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MzMORiAL j^r Lord Holland to have longer 
time to make up his accountSy as late Pay^ 
majlcr GeneraL 

MAY IT PLEASE YOI>R LORDSHIPS, 

Jl BEG leave to inform your Lordftiips that 
a procefs is in the hands of the Sheriffs of 
Middlefex, againft me, to account to his 
Majefty for the monies intrufted to me, as 
Payniafter General of his Majefty's forces. 

I moft humbly apprehend, that the regular 
ordinary coifrfe of accounting in the Exchequer, 
was calculated (when efta,bli(hed) for tranf- 
adlions at home, which are eafily and readily 
to be colledted, and made up at ihort periods 
of time. 

The accounts of the aritiy, when employed 
abroad particularly, muft unavoidably be 
much in arrear, from the nature of the fer- 
vice. The army payments are neceffarily ia 
arrear; and articles, from Occidents inevitable, 
are obliged often to remain open a very long 
time before they can finally be clofed. 

The accounts of the laft war are volumi- 
nous and difficult beyond example. Th« 
great variety of opierations, and the very -great 
diilartce of the troops, made, and muft make, 
the torrefpondence, and adjufting thofe ac- 
counts, with the paymafters and accountants 
attending them, very flow and tedious : TBefq 

therefore^ 
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therefore, will require longer time to make 
up, both from their bulk and difficulty. 

During the courfe of ai war, the troops 
conflantly changing and moving, and the 
fervice in the utmoft. hurry, it cannot lien be' 
done with the order and regularity abfolutely 
neceffary. 

Since the war the utmoft diligence has been 
ufed in them. The great iritricate article of 
foreign expence, (vi:^. the German,) has been 
got together for the'whole time, (which, afte* 
the former war, was feveral years about); 
and one year and an halPs General Account 
is now made out, and ready to^be laid before 
the auditors ; the reft will regularly be laid 
before them, as faft as it is well poffible to 
make them up. Though I have been two 
years out of employment, the payments for 
ixij time are not yet compleated. 

I therefore pray your Lordfhips will be 
pleafed to obtain his Majefty*s warrant, grant- 
ing me longer time for making up my ac- 
counts as Paymafter General of his Majefty*s 
forces; 

Which is, &c*' 

Pay-office, Horfe-Guards, HOLLAND. 
June, ustp, 1767. 
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fCing^s fVarrant. Stay ofPr$cefs agdmfi 
Lord }^o\\%siAforJix months^ 

(COPY.) 

CEORCE R. 

Whereas Our Right Truftj and Well- 
beloved Henry, Lord Holland, hath, by the an- 
nexed Memorial reprefented, that from feveral 
unavoidable caufes and difficulties he hath been 
prevented making up his accompts, ae late 
Paymafter General of Our forces; And we 
having taken the faid matter into our Royal 
coniideration, are graciouily pleafed to grant 
unto him a farther time for making up of his 
faid accompts. Our will and pleafure there- 
fore is, ana We do hereby diredt, authorize, 
and require you to caufe gU process againft 
the faid Henry, Lord Holland, for his ao« 
compts, as late Payma|ler General of Our 
forces, to be flayed, for and during the term 
of fix months, computed from th^ day of 
the date hereof. Ana for fo doing this (hall 
he your warrant. Given at Our Couri at St. 
Jameses, the eighth day of July, 17^7^ ja 
the feventh year of Our reign. 

By his Maj6fl:y*s Command, 
GRAFTON. 
C. TOWNSHEND, 
THO.TOWNSHEND. 
To Our Right Trujiy and Well- 

beloved Samuel^ LordMarJham^ 

Our Remembrancer in Our - 

Court, of Exchequer. Mr. 
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Mr. Burke's Speeches at Bristol. 



BriJloU OBober 1 8, 1 774. 
Hoe following is Mr, Burke^s Speech to the 
EJe£lors ofBriJiol^ from the Hujlings. • 

• GENTLEMEN, 

\ am come hither to folicit in perfon, that 
favour which my friends have hitherto en- . 
deavonred to procure for me, by the moft * 
obliging, and to me the moft honourable 
exertions. 

• I have fo high an opinion of the great 
truft which you have to confer on this occa- 
fion, and by long experience, fo juft a diffi- 
dence in my abilities, to fill it in a maoner 
adequate even to my own ideas, that I (houlcj 
never have ventin-ed of myfelf to intrude intji 
that awful fituarion. But fince I am called 
upon by the defireoffeveralrefpedable fellow 
fubjefts, as I have done at other times, I give 
up my fears to their wifties.^ Whatever vaj 
other deficiencies my be, I do not know 
what it is to be wanting to my Friends. 

• I am not fond of attempting to raife 
public expeftation by great jpromifes. At 
this time there is much caufe to confider, 
and very little to prefume. We feera to be 
approaching to a great crifis m ourajfFairs, 

which 
3 
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which calls for the whole wifdom. ef the 
Wiieft among us, wilhout being able ^oA^ure 
ourfelves, that any wiffdam can preCerve us 
Jxotn mamr and^reat inct>nveniea€ies. Yon 
kna^ i {peak of our. Unhappy («nt^ with 
Amerka; Ifonfefs it i& ii mkttQf <m Whic^ 
^I look doWn.as froni a precipice. It is di& 
jiailt in itfelf, and it is. rendered nK)re wHi^^ 
cate by a gi^eat variety fpf plans of <opdu<5t» 
I cb Jiot inean . to enter i(ito th^tfi^ I will 
iiot fufpeift' a want of good inteptipn ta 
jframing them . . But bpwever pure the inten^ 
jjons of their authors may have ^be^>s w^ 
all know that the event has be^ unffsitii)^ 
pate..; The roeaps of recovering out" afiairi 
are tiot obvious. So mar^y great qiieftioos 
pf conimerce, of finar\ce, of conilitution» 

§qd of p^licy^ are involved in this Amotion 
jelibefation^ that I dare engage fqr nothings 
but that 1 (hall give it, without any predi-* 

{edlicn to former opinionsf, or any iinifter 
)ias whatibever^ the honeft sgid impartialf 
conficieration of which I am capable. The 
public^ has a full right to it ^ and this /great 
city, .a main pillar in the commercial ixitc^^ 
reA of Creat^ Britain, muft totter pn its baiie 
by the flightefl miftake, with regard to our 
American meafures. Thus much however, 
Ithipk it not amifs to lay before you: That t 
ana not; J hope^ apt to take up or lay down 
Q^ opinions lightly. I have held, and ever 

ihall 
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fljall fnflftfttain to th* btfrt: of toy power, un- 
ittiptired and undiminished, thejtriV, wife 
lano nectary conftitutional fupeHoHty 6f 
Great Britain. This is neceflkry for Ame- 
rici, as well as for uS. I rifcV^ir mean td 
depart from it. Whatever ma^ be lofkhf ik^ 
I avow it. The fbrfeifirre eV^ of yo^f 
favour, if by fuch a detlari^ioh t coAld for- 
feit it, though the &^ object of Any atnbiti6n» 
never will make me difguife my fehtimehts 
on this fubjedl:: 

' But I havecveir had a dear opinion, mil' 
have ever held a conftant correfpondent con-* 
dud:, that this fupertority is confident with 
all the hberti^s a fdber and fpiirited Ameri- 
can ought to delire. I never mean to piit 
any colonift, or any human creature, in a 
fituation, not becoming a free-man. To 
reconcile Britifti fuperibrity with American 
liberty (hall be my great objedl, as far as 
my little faculties extend. I am far froni 
thinking* that both, evett yfet, iiiay not b* 
preferved. 

• When I firft devoted myfelf to the pub-^ 
lie fervice, I confidered how I fliouM render 
myfelf fit fo^ it; and this I did by e^dea^ 
vourtng to difcover What it was, that gave 
this country the rank it holds in ^e world ; 
I found that our profperity and dignity aiofe 
principally, if not folely, frotai two fources; 
our conftirution and commerce. Both tbefe 
I have fpared fto ftudy to underfhad, and 
to endeavour to fuppert. 

TOL^ III. Do ,: • • Jhe 
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. • The diftiagaifliing; part of .ojtjr oonfti- 
^utiQix is its liberty. To pxfferve that liberty 
inviolate feetf^s dpiepartiaul^x duty and proper 
truft of- a .member oi the Houfe of Cpminop$* 
But -the liberty^ the only liberty! m^^p, is.a 
liberty conoe^ed, with, order: jh^t not only 
%^{ks along u;itHt9cd?r and:Virtue, but which 
csmnQt exiJft ^t all iWithovt theraw. It inheres 
ifi good .flieady goyeinipq^U, as iaj^|s.4H^/tance 
stnd yit^l prinpple., _ ,.. ., , . , \ 
The other fource. of our power if coija- 
X[i^fcep. of iwhich yw 9£fc fo iarge a pa^t, and 
w.hi<^h'C*™?ctf.exift, no ipore.thapjyQur U- 
^rty, ^Ar'ithout a ^on^^ion . with ni4ny , yif- 
t^e^«. Jt has .eyer beqn a very paj:;ticif Jar and 
a very f^vo^^ite.pbjeca of. my. A^dy tin i^^ 
frippip^^, a^d in its .details*. . I. tjbonk fn^y 
^pe ai^ ^quainted withthe.tryth otf, wljiati 
fay* Tlijs jl. know, ths^t I h^ve everfhad jray 
• hou(e op^,; and. ipy poor feryices, ready for 
traders. and nupui^^urer<s of ?yery denomit 
nation.. My- favourite ambition ; is 'to. have 
thofe fer vices acknowledged. Inow.^ppiear 
before ycsJi to poake, t^i^ai , , v^hether my eajtneil 
endeavours hdive be^n ,fa wholly oppreileji by 
the weaknefs of my abilities, as to be rendered 
infignificant in the eyes of a great trading 
city ; or whether you chufe to give a weight 
to h unable abilities, for the fake of the honeft 
exertions with which U^ey 3fe ac^otv^p^ied. 
Xhis is my trial to-d^* , IS^y ^qduftiy js not 
qa Jtrial i of my iaduftry I am fure , jis far a$ 
my cohftitution of mind and body admitted. 
:.:: 3 ^ . V- ' . :• When 
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r . « ^Wh«l I Was itivltiiAhy manyVefpe^abfe ' 
merdiants, 'ffKelft)ldel-ft, -and • freemen'; of 
ihw'ciiy/'tbofer thertt my fefVites, I 'had 
jUft ' recei Ve<l ihtf iionbur ' of an . eleiftion (it 
iirtdihCT pto, ■ at 'ar . veiy grtat dlftanceJ froiA 
thisi • I imfchcdiirelydiieBeet the m)attBr'l» 
thofe of myi'Wd/thy Cdnftfllieht'^, .ivhd'wer^ 
whl) ii)e, and th^.iuAant^nduily £fdvifed"'^e 
hotdtt^'dkline'Jrjte^ai dliey had dedted mfe 
Ji»ffolii i^^ie\r4b -the* public' ^itvicei ^U ttaft 
ji»i|^eat-:qDe^t)«^' relative ioioQ»^comm«r<^ * 
9[Hd^c(il<)nies'~>^wl»Mr/frhn4tfief»(l, U^|e lit fuch 
matters I might derive authority and fappoft 
from-'tfie T'*p«feitatJ«ttf''<rf<«h!lf'^grir«' cA'm- 
lA^i?>*l'«ityV''.'lheyr:tleOfed?iiAte <Thei«f<>i«: td 
ik t aft uMobtiqdeHnr; . vkrv^tAl pc^fua^M 
fbEttxt nevdpbacttdd'- fQi%«eadn^' dbligatiotiNOoS 
^flAh» ^di-J t^cmy'fifJtfftds lorrli^ithoictf if^j^ 
hif^ teanltfT «£ mt9o^^btn : that :'tk«t . to : t )ttt 
iitfft«m J httT&i8tirifle))t, \ahd;a^ IsAbiild hawe 
the honour oiaMoi^'iifp^ soherf^ri "l^y jtoil^ 
I hope; I fl)an^(«sr&i))^dm<fiiutebeAb^ or 
flef piftg when! ypiif fapfjee Isiequkcvixn^. ftl 
be awake, st^i'hav&betn in^cofmilgftd^li>#^ 
feyfelf a'csftididalte.-fof yoDr,ftw8iA»/ti^'^ ^ffT 

To ibe Geniie^in\ iQIerg^^ Freaiot4(/s 'un4- 
Freisnenjf'tbj^ C^.'if ^'^iftol'^^ ... . , •. 

" I HUMBLY reqfa'eff y«ltr acceptanceof 
iaiy m6ft hfearty^'thahkg for the high honour" 
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ftpe Qf xovr Rcpiefg»t»tiv(W in Par)^i)a«ni. -. 
: Wh^x^yer iidvwtage .my. ^tic <;Haraii^ 
f©ay cfej-iVe ffom the? weight of fei r^fpeiliskle 
i^ i:«pief«p^tiQa» yotf. may be g|[u(e4, .(M 
•lie .«mp]px«d lof fome^tifig.to.lhr b4ft of mjr 
jv4gioc^. tb<e ^rue. inter4iW .^f Mthq& froos 
dv|»otn iti8.denv««l4-./l hopcii* itlMt^-b)! ^qw 
/nqlD^M wlvicri «ia4i fcii£»n4lbleiii(fifiMfie;i-| 

y$M have r«pof«d iivin0»^^frv«^riMfM^r.iaf»naf 
degree ; e(|«al ,(q ,4tsn irbpoistanc^. lAotL ^yowr 

•iFQ&ifiw,», i^ «hi&i ciiy ih^.ftnq^ ' Hitwl9hl* 

^ejl^s» v^b»Q^^ : (hoi swhtifl^rplj tibs,.^ng 
•kii^ioa, jwiick thc} oMilblib^ tep«ir(MJity i 

9Ucthe/^lil(9DCi& ^^^m^ttlB^lo ~ :p : v 

t»^hBnm)rj()finiH«&ntu^ this .greftt cttyv 
difittl(bjijl::M:ahiiindiMedowitti6ut r^buftance. 
The Gaubmui, J whoi has hect)i;.tt(»6iccHs£iil 
in his purfuit, threatens a petition.- I fub- 
init, with grea( chearfulpeCs^ my pretenfions, 
and, what are mbre ijpppttaht, yonr rights, 
fcr the cSbhimiftee of eleArbri; the^cleareft 
caofe to . the jufteft tribtinal .. That frtt)una}, 
i. am conlkients ,wiU >nev^r .mfhorile an 
i|tt«R)pt to Jifn^i contrary tc^.the cfear-dhd 
> T - . '^xprefs 
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iexprefs-law of theland, the original, inbe- 
jreftt,' corporate rights of thofe entitled, to 
ir^id&m m this gteat- city » dependent, for 
jJiek v^^lid exercife^ on the occafibnal pleafure 
of a Miniiler, by dating iheir effed froin 
the iffulng c^ the -writ. The time foi iffuing 
*tke'Writ is < entirely ^n the power of the 
Minifterj atKl i» tnay communicate his 
Antentioas to thofe^ ^anA thofe only, whom 
lie Is ifidined toiljavottr; and upon thi^new 
doAritie enable them, and difable allothers^ 
froip takingadvant^eof the right of freedom. 

No care of mine (hall be wanting to fyp- 
port the rrightS) evea of rthbfe freemen* whona 
4he gentleinaii whd th!tf^tei^9 a petition^ was 
the foft tO'predtifceand encourage, atKi When 
they can no longer ferve his purpofe, now 
j^deavours to disfranchife by a retrofpedt. , 

I have thfe honour to be, with the higheft 
veneration, eftefem; and gratitude. Gentlemen, 
your moft obedient, and ever obliged hun^blb 
fervifnt, 
Br/>/, Nov. 3, 1774. EDMUND BURKE; 

To tbt Gmtiemen^ ^f^^gy^ PreeboldrrT\ arid 
> Freemen af the City tfBrrftol: 

GENTLEMEN,.. " : '.[ , 

MY ^nmeral cpndud in Pasdtmienli anil 

mf hftmble endAavoMrs* to ferve the <3Cy^ 

wA tlK cf ti^^ew x>£ Briftoi ixt their purticulai 

affiiirs, hftvJHtg beea JhcoQUjidLJby the ootiit^ 

.4 mous 
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xnous approbation of ' a very large and Verjr 
refpedlabte meeting at tfce Guildhall this 
day; in conformity with the defire bf thW 
meeting, and under thc-fandtion -of their 
^veighty authority, T beg leaVe to fenew 16 
you my humble folicitatibn for ^ your votel 
at th?s election, and the favour of * yout 
early ^appearknce ^t the poli dft'^rid&y ^i*Sxtif 
«nd if I have the bbntoiir of beiftg'&gaift 
chofen to reprefent ydif, I trtift that I'^flia^l rK» 
ihew myfelf lefs defetvihg of yoUrfavoiirihaA 
•formerly, or lefs ^ceYel)^ gratefuMbr 'if. - '- 
I have the hortout e6 be, -with'fhe rnoft 
perfeft refpe<9! and efteem, Gentlemen, yoUt 
moft obedient and m6ft* obliged' ^ervantV', ^'^ 

JPri/fo/, Sept. 6, 1780- EDMWD^'BIJWRB^. 

Jfcfr. Burke fnade the , follo'iving fpec,ch,Qntthe 
\ bvfiings (Lt Brijlol lichen h^ declined thc^oli; 

■. •* GENTLEM-EN, * ' * ' • •;'' "- .; 

•- I DECLINE the eleftion, It h?? 
iver been mynile through life, to obferve 
yi prciportion hetweqn my efforts and. tpy 
<objefts, ^ I h^ve p^er been remarkable for 
& bold, a<5tive, and fanguine jpurfuit of advan- 
tages that are perfonal to myfeff. - - "^^ 
^ •* I have not canvaflfed the whole of thiJ 
city^iiv form. :But I have taken ixxch a vi€t# 
of h;^ as' fatrsfies ttiy owrt tnind, that, ybtrtr 
'didice Will jiot ulfiniately fall Upon"* me. 
-''- . ' . ' ;. Your 
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'Your city, gentlemen, is in a ftate of mife- 
jable diftraiftion : 'and I am rcfolved to with* 
draw whatever Ihare my pretenfions may 
shave had in its unhappy divifions. I have 
not been in hafte; I have tried all prudent 
means ; I have waited for the efFed of all 
contingencies. If I were fond of a conteft, 
by the partiality of my numerous friends 
(whom ye know to be among the moft 
weighty and refpedlable people of the city) 
I have the means of a fharp one in my 
hands/ But I thouglit it far better, with 
my ftrength unfpent, and my reputation 
unimpaired, to do, early and from forefight, 
that which I might be obliged to do from 
neceflity at laft. 

** I am not in tlVe leaft furprized, nor iji 
the leaft angry at this view of things. I 
have read the book of life for a long time, 
and I have read other books a little. Nothing 
has happened to me but what has happened to 
men much better than me, and in trnies ^nd in 
nations full as good as the- age, ao^ country 
that we live in. To fay that I am no way 
concerned, would be neither decent nor true. 
The.xeprefentation of Briftol was an objeA 
on many accounts dear to me ; and I certainly 
(hould very far prefer it to any other in .the 
kingdom. My habits are made to it j and it 
is in general .more unpleafant to be lejeifted^ 
jtfter long trial, than not to be chofen at^lL" 

** But, gentlenxen, I will fee nothing except 

your 
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^your former kindnefs, and I will give way to 
oa other ieatiraeifts than fhoie*of gi^itude. 
* Farom the bottom a£ my heart I i^ank you for 
"what vou iiave done for me. You hnifS givdi 
mea Lng term;; whkU it nou^'expk^df. I ha^ 
perfiMrtaed the^ccmditi^ffiSv and enjoy eil all t)^ 
profos«:ii4ieiull.; and I nbw fUfUftndt^ yotir 
icftate into: your iiaadr; ^^withoiit ^ heihg^ in \ 
.lifigle ttife^: or :a : fin|^ AoMe/ itiipsilred or 
iraflied.by^mymfe.^Xiiaiire feryai'lnet'ptiblic 
Sat fifteea. ysf rs« : J ! hstve ferved ^ ydu in 
pacticukc for £x:. .What is pafkl' is 'Well 
ftorbd«> It is fafe and i out of the'ptfw«r df 
fortune. What is to cqme % in wifer hands 
thaitours i and he» in whqfe hand« it is, heft 
*kaows whether it is^beft for you and m«, tfaA 
J. fliouLi be:^ in Parliament, -cp eiren* iii-the 
.world-. ^': ^ • ."-' •-*•''-- '•* -/..•.- 

** Gentlemen, the melancholy 4S(ir€fDt ^ 
yefterday reads to us an awful leiTon againft 
'being too mudh troubled about aftjr x>f the 
objcds of orditmiy amintibn: Th^ worthy 
fi^leman, . (Mr, ; Combe,) who ha^ l^een 
Kiat^h^d frbin us at the moment of t^^iaftjpn, 
and in the jmd4fe of^ conte|t, iy^?gi^«hif 
clefires wereas war.^i^ and ^^.l^P^^.#i?W^ 
as Qiir'?^ ^ hasT^tTcIing^ ;old us,^ what, {had^iit^ 
^^eare^and whajt flia^ows we.purfgp.,,, :^.-; 
;/>\Tt Kas^boeii uTwal ior/a candidate- wb^ 
declines, to take his. leave by 4;l^v ta<ht 
•Sbe^itfi^rb^^^^^^ r5c«v?d your t^ iacf 

<iC4aji:>-,^nii in the Gce;'of dayJ acceot ypur 
. Y ^ - ailnauiion. 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



AFFBNDIX. 409 

^fmiffi^n i I am notr^ ani not at ftUrafliamed 
tOiloGk upon jrott: near can my preien^te 
.<lifcoiiip9ie the onlier of bitfinefs hem. I 
liumbhr 9od rei^dfuUy fakeiaiy i^ave of the 
Sherif&y the cmitUdMea^ and the eiet^rs, 
wflhiiig heartily that the .choke may be for 
<ke be^» ,/ata» thne which callr^ if ever time 
•did call» f^r (efyhit thsi^t h not norotdaL it is 
no plaything you are about. I tsemble when ' 
I conud^r the thift ; I 'have prefumod to iik. 
I confided fm^ps too much in my intention^* 
Thqy.w^fe redly: fair; and upright; and' I aih 
bold to fay, that I aik no iU: thing for yoii« 
Vfhen^ on parting from, this pkte^^ I ptay* 
chat w*h<)€fV{eT you chc>olb' to focceed me-^ ma^ 
refemble mt exa^Iyj in all things-^ exdept iti « 
my abilities to lerve, and tt^y fortuM to 
pleafe youw*' • 

■ t' ' . ^ . - • • * • * > 

.To $be Genttffiutn^ Ckrgy^ Fretboli^rs^ , a$d 
Ireeimn qf the Qky 9f MriJM. 

GEMTLEMfiN, Brifiol, Sept. (^, ^78^^- 
A VERY kreeand mo^ rdfceftable meeting 
of the principal x:xt\ttti^ of Kriffol dM, by aft 
unanimous vote; authorife ittetfo oflfer rtiyfelf 
once more to yditr ftrvice. * My defertettce tO 
that authtotity was lAy^fdlef motive for giving 
you one moment's trouble. On my csfivaf^, 
{0 far as it has jfroceeded, I found that'AiJf 
pretertfidns ijfrfere'T^lteceived, and evett Wlin 
a degree of warmth in many of thi el^&dik 

VOL. III. E E - . But 
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But on a calm and very deliberate view of the 
ilate of the city, I am convinced that no othcl* 
confequ^nce can be reafonaWy expe ded from 
my continuing a candidate, than a long, 
. vexatious, and expend vc conteft, Confcious, 
that no difFepence bi^tween my firvicie and 
4hat of any other man, can be worth thfe 
inconveniencies of fuch a ftruggld, I decline 
Ae eie<ftion* 

. I return you. my beft thanks for having at 
any time, or for any period, condefcended to 
think of me for your rq^^fentative* I have 
done my duty towards yoik, and.towaitls the 
nation, as became me. You difpofe of the 
^ture truft (as you haveua* rightito do) 
according to your difcretion..^- We have no 
caufeof jconiplaint on, either fide. By being 
returned into the mafs of private citizens, my 
burthens are leffened, my fatisfadlions are not 
deftroyed. There are duties fo beperfdrined^ 
and there ,are comforts to be enjoyed in 
obfcurity, for. which I am. not without a 
difpofition an3 relifli. I am furc there is 
notning in the retro(pe(fl of my public condud, 
which. IS iikply to diftur^) the trajnquillity ot 
that fitugtion, to which yoti reftpre me. 
• I have the honour tq D^,.\vith the utmoft 
poflible' refpe<3t, gentlemen, your xnuch 
obliged, ind^moft obedient humble fervant, 
, • , . EDMUND BURKE, 

': ^ ^ ' 'FIN r'S;'"*'. \ ^ 
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